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ABSTRACT 

All reading-related projects and reports were selected from Research in 
Education," July 1967 to December 1968, for inclusion in this abstract 
bibliography. The reports included were processed by the staff of the ERIC 
Clearinghouse on Reading and were submitted to "Research in Education. The to a 
list of 617 document references is divided into three parts. Documents in Part I 
are available from the ERIC Document Reproduction Service. Documents in Part II 
are not available from the ERIC Document Reproduction Service, but in many cases 
references to where these studies are published or information for ordering the 
documents is included with the abstracts. Documents in Part III were processed by 
the Clearinghouse for quick availability and, therefore, appeared in the first few 
pages of each issue of "Research in Education" prior to the regularly numbered 
documents. These cited documents are also available from the ERIC Document 
Reproduction Service. Each entry includes citation data, index terms, price 
information, order numbers, and a descriptive abstract. Detailed instructions for 
ordering microfiche or hard copies from the ERIC Document Reproduction Service are 

appended . (CM) 
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Introduction 



Research on Reading from Research in Education is part of the ERIC/ 
CRIER Reading Review Series which was created to disseminate the infor- 
mation analysis products of the Clearinghouse. Four types of documents 
appear in the Series. The first type includes bibliographies, with de- 
scriptive abstracts, developed in areas of general interest. The second 
type consists of bibliographies of citations, citations and abstracts, 
or citations and annotations developed on more specific topics in read- 
ing. The third type provides short, interpretive papers which analyze 
particular reading areas. And the final type is composed of state-of- 
the-art monographs which evaluate research findings in a given field; 
provide guidelines for applying this research to classroom practice; and 
identify research needs. 

Research on Reading from Research in Education provides a list of 
reading projects and reports processed for Research in Education by the 
staff of the ERIC Clearinghouse on Reading. Each edition of Research in 
Education from July 1967 to December 1968 was reviewed and the reports 
and projects relating to reading were selected for inclusion. The bib- 
liography lists 617 informative documents which have been divided into 
three parts. Part I lists those documents which were processed by the 
Clearinghouse staff and are available from the ERIC Document Reproduction 
Service . Part II of the bibliography lists those documents which were 
processed by the Clearinghouse staff but are not available from the ERIC 
Document Reproduction Service . In some instances, these documents are 
available from a source listed in the document. Part III of the bibliog- 
raphy lists those documents which were processed by the Clearinghouse 
staff as quick availability documents (Q.A.D.)* Normally, all reading 
documents would have an RE 000 000 document number as well as an ED 000 000 
document number listed in Research in Education . However, since the input 
of these documents was facilitated for quick availability, they were as- 
signed an AA document number and appear in the first few pages of each 
issue of Research in Education instead of being listed with the other RE 
documents. 

Each entry in the bibliography includes citation data, index terms, 
and a descriptive abstract of the contents of the document. All documents 
in Parts I and III are available from the ERIC Document Reproduction Ser- 
vice, 4936 Fairmont Ave., Bethesda, Maryland. Complete information on 
microfiche and hard copy prices is included with each document along with 
che ED number necessary for ordering the document. Detailed instructions 
for ordering documents from the ERIC Document Reproduction Service are 
given at the end of this bibliography on page 396. 
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ED 010 752 

A Job Corps Center Reading Program. 

By- Fry, Edward 

Pub Date Dec 66 

EDRS Price MF-$0.25 HC-$1.20 22P. 

Descriptors- ^Disadvantaged Youth, ^Reading Materials, ^'Reading 
Skills, ^Teaching Methods, Curriculum Evaluation, Curriculum Research, 
Dropout Rehabilitation, Educational Disadvantagement, Job Corps, Job 
Training, Reading Instruction, St. Petersburg. 

A brief description of the Kilmer Job Corps Center and of the 
reading program conducted at the center is presented. The topics 
discussed include the population of the Job Corps Camp, the time allot- 
ed to various training activities, the teaching staff, the equipment 
of the reading clinic, the activities observed in four classrooms, 
a list of units from the School of Commercial Technology where print- 
ers were trained, and the general educational development program 
where students came to study for a high school equivalency examina- 
tion. Some of the problems of operating a Job Corps Center, parti- 
cularly those related to reading instruction, are examined. The prob- 
lems mentioned include the creation of the best teaching-learning 
situation for the enrollees, the elimination of the high dropout 
rate, the control of the constant changes made in the organizational 
patterns and personnel, the expenditure of alio ted money, and the 
relationship between the business organization running the camp and 
the university consultants. Informal conclusions are offered. This 
paper was presented to the annual meeting, National Reading Confer- 
ence, ’’Junior College and Adult Reading Programs — Expanding Fields” 
(l6th, St. Petersburg, December 1-3, 1966). (RH) 



2. ED 010 753 RE 000 002 

A Study of Dropouts from Adult Literacy Programs. 

By- Nicholson, Eunice Otto, Wayne 

Pub Date Dec 66 

Contract 0EC-5-10-154 

EDRS Price MF-$0.25 HC-$0.85 15P. 

Descriptors- ^ Adult Education Programs, ^Adult Students, ^Dropout 
Identification, ^Dropout Prevention, ^Elementary Education, Atten- 
dance, Dropout Characteristics, Economic Factors, Socioeconomic In- 
fluences, St. Petersburg. 

The factors which might have caused adults to drop out of an 
adult basic education program were examined. This adult program 
was conducted in a small city in Wisconsin from January to June, 
1966. Two teachers, a reading teacher and an English teacher, held 
class twice a week for 50 sessions. Thirty-eight adults ranging in 
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age from 18 to 60 were divided into two groups according to reading 
levels. Sixteen adults completed the 50 sessions or 100 hours. 

Data were gathered by means of a questionnaire, and personal inter- 
views with 10 of the 22 dropouts. The change to Daylight Saving 
Time, payment for child care and transportation, and change in job 
were factors affecting students 1 noncompletion of the program. Re- 
sults confirmed the findings of the National Opinion Research Center 
that adults of the lower socioeconomic class drop out of adult edu- 
cation classes mainly for external or situational reasons. Impli- 
cations are discussed, and recommendations and references included. 
This paper was presented at the National Reading Conference annual 
meeting (16th, St. Petersburg, December 1-3, 1966). (BK) 
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Adult Book Reading in the United States, A Preliminary Report. 

By- Ennis, Philip H. 

Chicago Univ. , 111., National Opinion Research Ctr 

Report Number 105 Pub Date Sep 65 

EDRS Price MF-$0.50 HC-$5.75 113P. 

Descriptors- # Adult Programs, ^Cultural Factors, ^Library Services, 
^Reading Interests, ^Socioeconomic Influences, Attitudes, Chicago, 
Community Resources, Interest Research, Interview, Leisure Time 
Reading, Reading Materials, Reading Research, Surveys, Tape Record- 
ings. 



The findings of a pilot study of the personal use of books by 
adults in the United States and of the factors which influence their 
reading are presented. Chapter I, "Reading — A Personal View," pre- 
sents excerpts of interviews with businessmen, housewives, and stu- 
dents of the Chicago area who were chosen at random and who were 
willing to spend several hours talking about the influence of books 
in their lives. Chapter II, "Patterns of Reading — Quantitative," 
illustrates and analyzes the various combinations of experiences 
in childhood and adult life which either draw people to book read- 
ing or prevent them from becoming book readers. The amount of read- 
ing, sources of books, education and income differences, and types 
of reading preferred are a few of the many reading influences dis- 
cussed. Chapter III, "The Availability of Books," documents the 
variation among communities in book availability and considers the 
problems of assembling and interpreting the data required for such 
documentation. The following questions are discussed — (l) what are 
the components of the book availability concept, (2) how do communi- 
ties vary in book availability, (3) what differences in book reading 
result from these variations, and (4) what accounts for the differ- 
ences in supplies of books in various communities. Examples of , 
questionnaire wordings used, tables showing book availability, a 
graph illustrating the relationship between book and stationery 
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store sales and bookstore sales, and a list of the cities involved 
in the National Opinion Research Center’s 194& library study are 
appended. (RH) 

4. ED 010 755 RE 000 004 

The Reading of the Culturally Disadvantaged. 

By- McCrossan, John 

Illinois Univ., llrbana, Grad Sch. of Lib. Science 

Report Number 0P-80 Pub Date Oct 66 

EDRS Price MF~$0.25 HC-f2.20 42P. 

Descriptors- ^Culturally Disadvantaged, ^ Illiterate Adults, ^Inter- 
est Research, # Reading Interests, ^Socioeconomic Influences, Atti- 
tudes, Children, Cultural Factors, Library Services, Reading Ability, 
Reading Achievement, Reading Failure, Reading Materials, Urbana. 

Aspects of reading related to culturally disadvantaged adults 
and children are surveyed. The main topics of discussion based on re- 
search and literature are reading ability of disadvantaged adults, read- 
ing ability of disadvantaged children, causes of reading problems among 
the disadvantaged, reading interests, library use by disadvantaged a- 
dults, and the kinds of reading preferred by disadvantaged adults. 
Culturally deprived people are defined as those Americans who belong 
to the lower socioeconomic group and who have fewer opportunities than 
the average citizen. Research on the reading ability of disadvantaged 
adults has shown that they x'ead -less than more educated people and com- 
prise a large number of the American functional illiterates. Correla- 
tions were found between children’s reading achievement and socioeco- 
nomic status. The home environment of lower class children contributes 
to reading retardation. Adults who have had more educational training 
tend to make greater use of library facilities. Lower class people 
read magazines and papers somewhat less than those from higher classes. 
Differences, however, are not as great as those found in book reading. 

A positive correlation exists between fiction reading and income lev- 
el, and between choice of authors and socioeconomic level. Lower class 
people tend to read the newspaper for entertainment, sensational news, 
and pictorial material. Recommendations for libraries are made. A 
bibliography, general references, and tables are included. (BK) 

5. ED 010 756 RE 000 006 

The Readability of Science Textbooks for Elementary School. 

By- Newport, John F. 

Pub Date Oct 65 

EDRS Price MF-$0.25 HC-$0.40 6P. 

Descriptors- ^Elementary Science, ^Readability, ^Reading Difficulty, 
^Textbook Evaluation, Instructional Materials, Spache Formula, Yoakam 
Formula . 



3 






Msmmm ^ 




I An investigation was made of the readability levels of nine 

I continuous series of elementary school science textbooks, grades 

\ 1-6. The following science series were evaluated — Allyn and Bacon, 

American Book Company, Ginn, Harper and Row, Heath, Lyons and Car- 
nahan, Macmillan, Singer, and Winston. The Spache formula (Safier 
method) was applied to textbooks for grades 1, 2, and 3. The Yoakam 
formula was used for grades 4> 5> and 6. Results of the readability 
studies are presented in tabular form and discussed. Reading levels 
for fourth-, fifth-, and sixth-grade texts are reported to be too 
| high because the word list on which the Yoakam formula is based is 

somewhat outdated. References are given. This article is published 
in ’’Elementary School Journal,” 66, October 1965. (LS) 

6. ED 010 757 RE 000 007 

An Annotated Bibliography of Selected Research Related to Teaching 
. Reading in the Secondary School, 1900-1960. Preliminary Draft. 

I By- Summers, Edward G. 

| Pittsburgh Univ., Pa., School of Education 

Pub Date 3 Sep 63 

[ EDRS Price MF-fO.75 HC-$9.70 192P. 




Descriptors- -Bibliographies, ^Reading Research, ^Research Tools, 
^Secondary Education, Annotated Bibliography, Pittsburgh, Reading 
Instruction. 

A preliminary draft of an annotated bibliography of selected 
research from 1900 to I960 related to teaching reading in the second- 
ary school is presented. Sources used in the development of the bib- 
liography and the 35 categories of research developed are reported. 

A table indicating the separate categories and the number of studies 
in each category appearing prior to and after 1940 is included. The 
bibliography covers 1,110 studies from the published literature. 

This bibliography is published in the ’’Reading Teacher” research is- 
sues for, 1962, 1963, and 1964. (BK) 
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7. ED 010 758 RE 000 008 

An Annotated Bibliography of Selected Research Related to Teaching 
Reading in the Secondary School, Supplement 1961-1963 . Preliminary 
Draft. 

By- Summers, Edward G. 

Pittsburgh Univ., Pa., School of Education 

Pub Date Sep 64 

EDRS Price MF-fO.25 HC-|1.80 34P. 

Descriptors- ^Bibliographies, -'■Reading Research, '-'Research Tools, 
-Secondary Education, Annotated Bibliography, Instruction, Pitts- 
burgh, Reading, Supplement. 
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An annotated bibliography of selected research related to teach- 
ing reading in the secondary school is presented as a supplement 
to the listing of research which covered the period 1900— I960. The 
research included was published in the "Reading Teacher" research is- 
sues for 1962, 1963, and 1964* The categories condensed from the 
previous listing are: research compilations in reading, teachers 

of reading, reading achievement, tests and measurement, predispos- 
ing factors in reading, reading skills and teaching procedures, read- 
ing in high school, reading in junior high school, reading in the 
content fields, mass media and reading, readability, reading mate- 
rials, reading difficulties, and reading interests, habits, and 
tastes. (RH) 



8 . 



ED 010 759 EE 000 00 ? 

Young Adults Ten to Fifteen Years after Severe Reading Disability. 

By- Balow, Bruce Blomquist, Marlys 

Pub Date Oct 65 

EDRS Price MF-$0.25 HC -$°-45 7P. 



Descriptors— ^Attitudes, ^Emotional Adjustment, ^Longitudinal Stud- 
ies, # Reading Clinics, ^Reading Failure, Interview, Psychological 
Characteristics, Reading Improvement, Social Development, Univer- 
sity of Minnesota Psycho Educational Clinic. 



The present study was designed to obtain an overview of the 
social and psychological status of young adults who had been diag- 
nosed as severely disabled readers in their elementary school years. 
Occupational position, level of education, level of reading skill, 
educational status, attitudes toward reading and remedial help, and 
marital status were assessed by telephone interviews and a testing 
session. The sample, 32 males between the ages 20 and 26, was stud- 
ied initially at the University of Minnesota Psycho-Educational Clin 
ic during the years 194^ to 1953* Selection of the sample was based 
on sex, age, clinical diagnostic classification, intelligence, and 
amount of retardation in reading. Only those pupils in a 50-mile^ 
radius, with no primary emotional disturbances or other handicapping 
conditions and with IQ’s in the average range, were included in 
the study. Telephone interviews were completed with 23 subjects, 
and the tests of current reading and emotional status were given to 
nine of these subjects. Three groups of subjects were described 
Group I, those who completed the telephone interview and who agreed 
to come in for testing, Group II, those who completed the telephone 
interview but refused to come in for testing, and Group III, those 
who were unavailable for interview. Results of the study are dis- 
cussed, additional research is suggested, and tables and references 
are given. This article is published in "Elementary School Journal, 
66, October 1965* (SP) 








ED 010 760 RE 000 010 

Programed Tutoring — A Teaching Aid and a Research Tool. 

By- Ells on, D. G. And Others 

Pub Date 65 

EDRS Price MF-$0.25 HC-f2.80 54P. 

Descriptors- ^Beginning Reading Skills, ^Lay Teachers, -'‘■Programed 
Tutoring, ^Retarded Children, ^Slow Learners, Comprehension, Grade 
1, Individual Teaching, Kindergarten, Reading Materials, Reading 
Research, Word Recognition. 

Ten experiments on the development and testing of the program- 
ed tutoring technique and its application to the teaching of begin- 
ning reading are summarized. The behavior of professionally un- 
trained persons in this technique was programed in agreement with 
principles of learning and programed instruction for individual 
teaching. Four hundred children, including retarded children, slow 
readers, and unselected populations of children in kindergarten and 
first grade, were tutored for periods ranging up to nine semesters. 
With a few exceptions, including one "normal" first grader and sev- 
eral children with IQ’s below 50, no tutored child failed to read. 
Programed tutoring was found to be most successful when used as a 
supplement to and coordinated with regular classroom teaching. When 
used this way, it produced significant improvement on standard tests 
which required sight-reading, comprehension, and word analysis. Ta- 
bles, figures, appendixes, and references are included. This article 
is published in "Reading Research Quarterly," Volume 1, Number 1, 
Fall, 1965. (MD) 
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A Comparison of Two Methods of Reading Supervision. 

By- Morrill, Katherine A. 

Pub Date May 66 

EDRS Price MF-fO.25 HC-$0.45 7P. 

Descriptors- "“Reading Consultants, ^"Reading Research, ^Supervisory 
Methods, ^Teacher Attitudes, Comparative Analysis, Connecticut, Con- 
sultation Programs, Grade 1, Group Activities, Individual Counseling, 
Inservice Teacher Education, Reading Achievement, Teacher Guidance, 
Teacher Supervision, Wallington. 

The roles of a reading consultant in two situations — as a cata- 
lyst in a group and as a "helpful friend." in a one-to-one situation — 
were compared in a 1964 study. Thirty-five first-grade classrooms 
and 35 teachers in 10 schools in Wallington, Connecticut, were di- 
vided into two groups, in the five control schools (Method l), con- 
sultant help was given at the request of the teacher or principal 
on a one-to-one basis. Teachers in the experimental group (Method 
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2) were released from class one-half day twice a month for a series 
of group meetings with the reading consultant to discuss problems 
and exchange ideas. A pupil-service inventory was completed by 
each participating teacher eight times during the 140-day study. 
Student growth was tested by a battery of tests including the Gates 
Primary Reading Test. Although no significant differences were 
found between experimental and control group test scores, Method 
2 (experimental) was favored by teachers involved in the study. 
Teacher comments about Method 2 and consultant recommendations are 
given. While the statistical results did not favor Method 2, the 
value of the study was apparent in improved teacher attitude. This 
article is published in "The Reading Teacher," Volume 19, May 1966. 
(LS) 



11. ED 010 975 

Self-Social Constructs of Achieving and 
By- Henderson, Edmund H. And Others 

EDRS Price MF-&0.25 HC~$0.45 7P. 

Descriptors- ^Reading Research, ^Retarded Readers, ^Self Concept, 
Comparative Analysis, Individual Tests, Matched Groups, Personal 
Adjustment, Personality Assessment, Reading Clinics, Reading Dis- 
ability, Reading Failure, University of Delaware. 

The relationships of three personality concepts, differentia- 
tion, esteem, and individualism, to reading achievement and dis- 
ability were explored . Thirty- two boys and 16 girls , age 7 to 14 
with 1 to 6 years reading retardation at the University of Delaware 
Reading Study Center were matched with successful readers of the 
same age and sex. The school and college ability test and the se- 
quential tests of educational progress were used to match the groups. 
All subjects were tested individually with a nonverbal test involv- 
ing four tasks to determine the extent of differentiation, esteem, 
and individualism in their concepts. Achievement on each task by 
the two groups is reported and discussed. Retarded readers were 
characterized by a relatively high degree of dependency. Sugges- 
tions are made for remedial treatment emphasizing individual effort. 
References are given. This article is published in "The Reading 
Teacher," Volume 19, November 1965* (LS) 
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12. ED 010 976 RE 001 032 

Individualized and Basal Primary Reading Programs. 

By- Johnson, Rodney H. 

Pub Date Dec 65 

EDRS Price MF-$0.25 HC-$0.40 6P. 




Descriptors- ^Comparative Analysis, ^Longitudinal Studies, ^Reading 
Achievement, ^'Reading Programs, ^Reading Research, Basic Reading, 
Control Groups, Experimental Groups, Grade 1, Grade 2, Grade 3, 
Individual Reading, Inservice Teacher Education, Program Evaluation, 
Wisconsin. 

A 3-year study of the results of basal and individualized read- 
ing programs in 14 first-grade experimental and 14 control class- 
rooms in eight school systems in Wisconsin is presented. Subjects 
included 359 boys and 349 girls. All experimental (individualized) 
classes were paired with control (basal) classes either in the same 
building or in the same community as a socioeconomic control factor. 
All children remained in the same type of program during the 3-year 
period. A continuous inservice training program, directed by the 
University of Wisconsin, was maintained for all participating teach- 
ers of both groups. Accomplishment was measured objectively at 
the initiation of the study and at the close of each year during 
the period. The study is concerned only with test scores and the 
comparison between total groups, which were matched initially by 
age, class size, length of school year, and pupil intelligence. 
Warnings and recommendations for teaching are included in the state- 
ment of results and conclusions drawn from the study. Tables are 
included. This article is published in "Elementary English, " Vol- 
ume 42, December 1965. (MC) 



13. ED 010 977 RE 000 014 

The Relationship between Measures of Pre-Reading Visual Discrimina- 
tion and First Grade Reading Achievement — A Review of the Literature. 
By- Barrett, Thomas C. 

Pub Date 65 

EDRS Price MF-fO.25 HC-&L.50 28P. ‘ 

Descriptors- ^rereading Experience, ‘^Preschool Tests, ^Reading 
Achievement, ^Reading Research, ^ Visual Discrimination, Letter Re- 
cognition, Pictures, Visual Discrimination, Word Recognition. 

A review of the literature concerning the relationship between 
measure of prereading visual discrimination and first-grade reading 
achievement is given. The relative predictive power of visual dis- 
crimination of letters, words, geometric designs, and pictures when 
these abilities are studied individually and in combination is indi- 
cated. Studies investigating visual discrimination at the beginning 
of the first grade and reading achievement later in the first grade 
are included. The investigations are presented under three major 
categories — those that study the relationship between verbal-visual 
discrimination, those that relate non-verbal-visual discrimination, 
and those that compare the relationships of various types of visual 
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discrimination with reading achievement when these relationships 
are obtained under similar conditions. Tables and references are 
included. (HJ) 



14. ED 010 97S m 000 015 

English Words of Very High Frequency. 

By- Card, William McDavid, Virginia 

Pub Date May 66 

EDRS Price MF-fO.25 HC-$0.65 HP. 

Descriptors- ^Comparative Analysis, ^Language, '^Reading Research, 
^Structural Analysis, ^Syntax, Adult, English, Readability, Vocab- 
ulary. 

The bias of the frequency of the 122 most commonly used English 
words was studied. The method used to assemble these data is de- 
scribed fully. The most frequently used words were taken from a 
dissertation by George K. Monroe, ’’Phonemic Transcription of Graphic 
Postbase Affixes in English,” Godfrey Dewey, ’’Relative Frequency of 
English Speech Sounds," Miles L. Hanley, "Word Index to James Joyce’s 
Ulysses,” and Henry D. Rinsland, "A Basic Vocabulary of Elementary 
School Children." All but the Rinsland list were taken from adult 
reading material. Words were arranged in rank order. The frequen- 
cies of the various studies were recorded. Data were compared ac- 
cording to specific words as well as according to structure words. 
References are included. This article is published in "College Eng- 
lish," May 1966. (BK) 



15 . ED 010 979 000 016 

A Three-Year Longitudinal Study Comparing Individualized and Basal 
Reading Programs at the Primary Level. An interim Report. 

By- Johnson, Rodney H. And Others 
EDRS Price MF-$0. 50 HC-fo. 20 62P. 

Descriptors- ^Comparative Analysis, ^Longitudinal Studies, ’'Reading 
Achievement, ^Reading Programs, ^Reading Research, Basic Reading, 
Experimental Groups, Grade 1, Grade 2, Grade 3> Individualized Read- 
ing, Inservice Teacher Education, Lakeshore Curriculum Study Council, 
Program Evaluation, Wisconsin. 

An interim report of a 3 -year longitudinal study comparing in- 
dividualized and basal reading programs at the primary level by the 
Lakeshore Wisconsin Curriculum Study Council is presented. Differ- 
ent approaches to materials, procedures, grouping, and sequence as 
integral parts of the reading program were examined. Individualized 
reading was defined to include material selected by students with 
teacher guidance, teacher-pupil conference as the instructional 
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procedure, flexible grouping, and nonsequential skill development. 

In the basal approach, material was preselected, and group instruc- 
tion was provided. Skills were developed sequentially. Fourteen 
first-grade experimental and 14 first-grade control classrooms par- 
ticipated on a voluntary basis. Continuous inservice training was 
conducted. Data were derived from the Science Research Associates 
(SRA) Primary Mental Abilities Test, Metropolitan Achievement Test, 
sociograms, interviews, logbooks, self-concept scales, questionnaires, 
the SRA Reading Comprehension Test, and the SRA Vocabulary Test. Mean 
scores, z scores, difference scores, and f tests were used to analyze 
the data. Children in individualized reading programs showed sig- 
nificantly better reading achievement than children in basal reading 
programs. Complete results, implications, tables, references, and 
a summary report of a pilot study on individualized reading are in- 
cluded. (BK) 



16. ED 010 980 RE 000 017 

A Comparison of White and Negro Ninth Grade Students f Reading In- 
terests. 

By- Olson, Arthur V. Rosen, Carl L. 

Pub Date Feb 67 

EDRS Price MF-$0.25 HC-$0.70 12P. 
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An investigation of the similarities and differences, by race 
and sex, of specific students enrolled in two recently integrated 
high schools in the southeastern United States is reported. Subjects 
were 264 ninth-grade pupils — 140 Negroes and 124 Caucasians. To meas- 
ure reading interests and choice of materials, a 40-item question- 
naire was constructed. Six items measured source of reading, 34 items 
measured reading interests. Answers were chosen from six choices 
which ranged from like very, very much to dislike very, very much. 

The California Test of Mental Maturity, Short Form, Level 4> and the 
California Rending Test, Advanced Form, were administered to all pu- 
pils. Chi square was used to determine the significance of the order 
of the ranks. There was a significant difference between verbal in- 
telligence and reading vocabulary in favor of the Caucasian students. 
Eighteen items on the questionnaire differed significantly. Responses 
of Negroes appeared to be heavily weighted in positive-choice cate- 
gories. Caucasian responses were more widely distributed. Negro pu- 
pils expressed stronger choices for reading current material and strong- 
er interests in social relations, romance, teen-age problems, humor, 
and occupational areas. Other findings, tables, conclusions, and re- 
ferences are included. (BK) 
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The role of visual sensory deficiencies in the causation read- 
ing disability is discussed. Previous and current research studies 
dealing with specific visual problems which have been found to be neg- 
atively related to successful reading achievement are listed — (l) far- 
sightedness, (2) astigmatism, (3) binocular incoordinations, and (4) 
fusional difficulties. Four primary responsibilities of the school 
concerning visual problems as applicable to the classroom teacher are 
cited — (l) the detection of visual problems, (2) the referral of the 
child to those professionally qualified, (3) the adjustments of in- 
struction technique, methods, and expectations based upon the nature 
and severity of the visual problem, and ( 4 ) leadership and participa- 
tion in research. A bibliography is included. This article is pub- 
lished in the ’’Journal of Reading,” Volume 9, October 1965. (MD) 
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The sources of confusion involved in initiating programed in- 
struction in the classroom are listed — (l) specialized vocabulary 
dealing with the field, (2) types of machinery which range from the 
highly complex to the very simple, and ( 3 ) different modes of program- 
ing. The characteristics of true programed formats are given — (l) 
the materials are designed so that a student sets his own rate of 
learning, (2) a student must actively interact with the materials, 

(3) the student's response is immediately reinforced so that he knows 
whether he is right or wrong, and (4) the content is introduced in 
small bits in the linear program and in measured bits in the intrin- 
sic program. Research dealing with many phases of programed learning 
is briefly summarized and a bibliography is appended. This article 
is published in the "Journal of Reading,” Volume 9> November 1965. 

(MD) 
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The cloze readability procedure for evaluating the comprehension 
difficulty of written instructional materials was studied. Research 
bearing on the validity, the formal characteristics, and the applica- 
tion of the cloze readability procedure are reviewed. The research 
on validity is arranged under the following topics — measurement of 
post-reading knowledge, measurement of knowledge gain, measurement 
of passage difficulty, and cloze test reliability. Research on appli- 
cation includes — designing the testing procedure, multiple sampling 
problems, designs, problems, deletion procedure, test administration, 
scoring procedure, interpretation of scores, criterion score, and re- 
porting passage procedure seemed to result in valid measurements of 
the comprehension difficulty of written instructional materials. Its 
advantages are that (l) test items are easily made, (2) irrelevant 
sources of variance are not injected into the measurement of diffi- 
culty, (3) results are more valid than presently available readability 
formulas, and ( 4 ) if is applicable to a wide range of evaluation 
tasks. A bibliography is Included. (RH) 
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An investigation to develop practical and economical means for 
describing reading comprehension skills and to determine teacher stra- 
tegies for developing these comprehension skills was conducted. The 
"Reading Comprehension Inventory" was developed from a synthesis of 
elements commonly agreed to constitute reading comprehension. The 
inventory included recognition, recall, translation, conjecture, ex- 
planation, and evaluation. These components were adopted from a clas- 
sification scheme by Aschner and Gallagher. A pilot study indicated 
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that the instrument could be used reliably by different judges. Four 
major strategy areas of teacher questioning about reading content were 
identified — incidence of question types, incidence of congruence be- 
tween the question and response, manipulation of the interaction sur- 
rounding a single question, and relating questions to one another. 

A sample of four teachers and their students at each of the grade 
levels 2, 4> and 6 were randomly selected from a population of 106 
teachers in a public school system in Texas. Each reading group was 
observed. Interactions between teacher and pupils were tape recorded 
during a 3-day period. The incidence of question types was analyzed. 
Tables, conclusions, implications, and references are included. (BK) 
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The effectiveness of teaching vocabulary concepts through di- 
rect experience and the influence on reading achievement and concept 
achievement were studied. Forty- two fifth-grade pupils divided into 
21 pairs matched on sex and intelligence were assigned randomly to 
an experimental and control group. For 19 weeks, twice a week for a 
total of 40 lessons the experimental group was taught vocabulary em- 
phasizing instruction through direct experience. The control group, 
for the same period of time, received regular instruction which 
stressed diction, structural analysis, antonyms, synonyms, and con- 
text clues. Alternate forms of the Iowa Reading Test and a vocabu- 
lary list were administered as a pre- and post-test to measure read- 
ing achievement and concept achievement respectively. Both the ex- 
perimental and control groups gained significantly in reading achieve 
ment and concept development. No significant difference in reading 
achievement between the groups was found. However, the experimental 
group showed significantly greater gains in concept achievement. 
Teaching procedures and materials are described. Implications, sug- 
gestions for future research, and references are included. (BK) 
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The counseling techniques and reading skills for terminal stu- 
dents at Miracosta College in California are discussed. At Mira- 
costa College, students are administered a standard group diagnostic 
reading test. To insure common understanding of their abilities and 
deficiencies, they are informed of test results. Reading materials 
2 years below the level indicated by the standardized test are used 
initially. Initial success as well as classroom climate is impor- 
tant. Counseling is conducted at the same time as remedial reading 
is taught and is a continuous process. Self-evaluation is also con- 
tinuous. Problem areas include the lack of diversified material, 
the lack of trained teaching personnel, the lack of public awareness, 
and the use of letter grades as an evaluative device. The benefits 
from the program are increased enrollment, low dropout rate, demands 
for community service, realistic self-appraisal by the student, and 
demand for inservice training. This paper was presented to the Na- 
tional Reading Conference (St. Petersburg, December 1, 1966). (BK) 
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An annotated bibliography of books, articles, bibliographies, 
and studies in linguistics compiled by the Center for Applied Lin- 
guistics for teachers of reading is presented. The materials are 
listed chronologically in three groups — Part 1, 1942-66, general re- 
ferences reflecting the thinking of linguists about language, its 
development and growth in the child, and relationships between speech, 
print, and the reading process, Part 2, 1960-66, references dealing 
with special language problems of speakers of nonstandard varieties 
of English often associated with the school problems of disadvantaged 
youth, and Part 3, 1945-65, a limited number of references to the 
special English language problems of speakers of other languages, 
including some material on testing English language proficiency. 
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Because little work had been done on the reading problems of speak- 
ers of a divergent dialect or of a foreign language, Parts 2 and 3 
of the bibliography contain a few references dealing specifically 
with reading. References to other bibliographies published by the 
center are included in Part 3* An alphabetical index of authors is 
provided. This document is also available from the Education and 
Research Program, Center for Applied Linguistics, 1717 Massachusetts 
Ave., N.W. , Washington, D C. 20036. Single copies are free. Addi- 
tional copies are $0.25 each. (LS) 
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The necessity of keeping an experimental, open-minded outlook 
toward further improvement in the Initial Teaching Alphabet (ITA) is 
stressed. A limited amount of research has led to the conclusion 
that the traditional orthography of English is an important cause 
of difficulty in teaching as well as in learning reading and writing 
in English-speaking countries. Apparently, the original ITA idea 
has been misconstrued in a large number of American schools. The 
misconceptions in a publication by V. Ohanian (1966), "Control Pop- 
ulations in ITA Experiments," are discussed. These American altera- 
tions are contrasted with the typical British method of teaching ITA 
experimental classes. Future use of ITA depends on research to im- 
prove the writing system itself in order to provide greater effec- 
tiveness in the transfer to reading and writing in the conventional 
orthography of English. Influences which might hinder the. improve- 
ment of the ITA concept are discussed and references are given. 

This paper was presented to the National Reading Conference (St. 
Petersburg, December 2, 1966). (RH) 
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6, T Ration, Tests of Significance, University Park, Verbal Reading 
Arithmetic Skills Program (RASP), Word Problems. 

An investigation was made to determine whether students .who 
received specific assistance with reading skills in arithmetic show- 
ed superior achievement in their reading and arithmetic when compared 
with a similar group who did not receive such assistance. Fifteen 
schools were selected from approximately 70 member school districts 
of the Pennsylvania School Study Council. Two fourth—, fifth—, and 
sixth-grade classes were selected from each school. One class served 
as the experimental group and the other as the control. Data for 
each of the experimental and control classrooms are included. Al- 
ternate forms of the California Reading Test, the California Arith- 
metic Test, and the RASP Test developed by the investigators were 
administered as pre— and post— tests in 10 reading competencies be- 
lieved to be necessary for solving verbal arithmetic problems. Class- 
room teachers were given directions for the instructional periods. 

Mean gains, correlations, factor analysis, and eigen value were used 
to analyze the data. On each achievement test, the mean gain in 
scores from pre- to post-test was greater for the experimental groups. 
Correlations between subtests were positive. The size of the corre- 
lation increased at each grade level. A general factor accounted 
for 72 percent of the variance,. Conclusions, recommendations, and 
implications are presented. A bibliography and tables are included. 
(BK) 
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Four hypotheses were investigated in a study designed to dis- 
cover whether reading patterns and success during children’s primary 
years could be anticipated from emotional classifications determined 
during their preschool years. It was hypothesized that children with 
emotional difficulties during preschool years would have more diffi- 
culty learning to read, follow different reading patterns, and have 
more negative attitudes. Also, it was hypothesized that assessment 
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of emotional classifications during preschool would provide clues 
to later reading difficulties. The subjects were 61 children enroll- 
ed in the Campus Elementary School at the University of Wi scons in- 
Milwaukee . All were given an emotional classification at the pre- 
school level by a qualified school psychologist, by a social worker 
who visited the mother at home, and by the children’s teachers. 
Certain reading patterns were outlined, and the children were tested 
three times each year with the Gray Oral Reading Paragraphs for evi- 
dence of following these patterns. Reading achievement was deter- 
mined by the Metropolitan Achievement Test given each spring. Read- 
ing attitudes were rated by a trained research assistant. In gener- 
al, all hypotheses were accepted. Implications for education and 
references are provided. This article is a reprint from "Education- 
al Horizons," Fall 196$. (RH) 
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A supplement to the inventory of projects and activities in 
reading and English published in February 1966 is presented. A new 
topical index was added which should increase the usefulness of the 
supplement. Programs, projects, and activities designed to evaluate 
and to improve the teaching of reading and English in schools and 
colleges are described briefly. The descriptions of programs are 
arranged by state and by level of instruction. The names and affil- 
iations of responsible personnel are clearly indicated. The inven- 
tory includes information on the following types of activities — 

(l) action programs to exploit advances in linguistic sciences and 
related fields, (2) projects and activities to explore ways of hand- 
ling the special language problems of speakers of nonstandard varie- 
ties of English, (3) school-based comparative experiments, ( 4 ) stud- 
ies of language arts and English curriculums with a view to modifi- 
cation or revision, ( 5 ) projects to prepare new teaching materials 
and/or tests, (6) projects to exploit audiovisual aids, and (7) 
scholarly research directly related to any of the above. The pro- 
jects included were not completed prior to August 1965* (RE) 
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An evaluation of 34 institutes under the National Defense Edu- 
cation Act ( NDEA ) for advanced study in reading was conducted by 
the International Reading Association to elicit information in the 
following areas — (l) congruence of program with details of the orig- 
inal proposal, (2) effectiveness of the implementation of program 
content, (3) efficiency of administration, and (4) appropriateness 
of the physical conditions. Visiting teams conducted interviews 
with institute directors, staff members, and participants with the 
aid of checklists. Summaries of the interview findings and the gen- 
eral reactions of the visiting regional directors are included in 
the report. Recommendations for future institutes conclude the re- 
port. The members of the visiting teams and the NDEA institutes 
for advanced study in reading, 1965, the names of the evaluation 
personnel and the checklist items used to guide the interviews are 
provided. (RH) 
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A study designed to determine the effect on class performance 
of verbal cues administered as pupils worked on a group reading test 
was conducted. The subjects were pupils in 18 second-grade classes 
and 18 third-grade classes to which 36 female student teachers were 
assigned. The tasks were two subtests of the ”New Developmental 
Reading Tests.” The classes were assigned randomly to one of three 
treatments — cues for speed, cues for accuracy, and no verbal cues. 
The teachers were trained to administer the test and to give the 
speed and accuracy cues. Test scores were treated by analysis of 
variance and Scheffe confidence intervals at the .01 and .05 levels 
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of significance respectively. Independent sources of variation were 
treatments, grade levels, sex, and reading achievement levels. Re- 
sults indicated that girls were more responsive to teachers’ cues 
than boys. The speed-treatment group did attempt more items than 
the other groups, and the accuracy-treatment groups did achieve a 
higher ratio of items correct. However, differences were not signi- 
ficant. Tables, references, and the cues used are provided. (RH) 
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A pilot experiment conducted to test the effect of a specially 
devised phonic approach to early reading is described. The phonic 
method used achieved sound-symbol regularity and had the following 
characteristics — (l) Consonant graphemes each represented only one 
sound and were printed using nearly standard alphabetic symbols. 

(2) Each vowel phoneme was associated with a color, and the graph- 
emic representation of the vowel was printed in that color. For 
example, the ”e” in "he," the "ea" in "meat," and the "y" in "happy" 
were all printed in blue. ( 3 ) Unsounded, or silent letters, such 
as the "b" in "lamb" were symbolized by outline letters. A special 
font was designed to minimize visual confusions. Subjects were 20 
5-year-olds attending a private kindergarten in a suburban middle- 
class community. Techniques and materials used during the 7-months 
teaching period are described. Achievement was measured by four 
special tests designed for the experiment and the Metropolitan A- 
chievement Test administered under standard conditions. Results 
indicated that with such a system children with mental ages under 
7 could learn to read and to generalize to standard print without 
formal training. Sample instructional materials, test items, tables, 
and figures are included. (RH ) 
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In an address the author described a study of the gains in 
reading, arithmetic, and language over a 3-month period made by Job 
Corps enrollees at Camp Kilmer. These enrollees were between 16 
and 21 years old, citizens or permanent residents of the United States, 
school dropouts for 3 months or more, unable to hold an adequate job, 
underprivileged because of impoverished surroundings, and in need of 
a change of environment to become useful and productive citizens. 

From the original group of 1,100 tested in March 1966, only 394 oorps- 
men were available to take retests in July 1966. The complete battery 
of the junior high level, California Achievement Tests for grades 7, 

8, and 9, was administered. Form X was administered in March, and 
Form Y was given in July. Findings indicated that (l) these indi- 
viduals were functioning at the beginning of the junior high level 
in reading, arithmetic, and language, (2) there were no statistical- 
ly significant changes over a 3-month period for either reading, 
arithmetic, or language, and (3) the means were stable as indicated 
by the relatively small standard errors on the pre-tests and post- 
tests. Findings and suggestions for further research are discussed. 
Tables and a bibliography are included. This paper was an invited 
address to the annual meeting National Reading Conference, "Junior 
College and Adult Reading Programs— Expanding Fields" (16th, St. 
Petersburg, December 1-3, 1966),, (RH) 
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The various processes and controls involved in the variation 
of eye movements according to reading material are discussed. Re- 
levant research literature is cited, and areas requiring additional 
research are outlined. Language text control and the central nervous 
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system as possible loci of control for eye movements are explored. 
Evidence supporting the control of eye movements by semantic re- 
quirements is presented. It is concluded that language has sequen- 
tial constraints involving letters, words, and semantic content 
which enable a reader to be aware of certain words or phrases with- 
out actually focusing on them. The effects of location of a partic- 
ular word or phrase in a sentence on the ability of a sophisticated 
reader to determine the word or phrase are examined. The processing 
of language data in relation to sequential order and the possibility 
of using transformational variations of sentence forms to standard- 
ize or index external dependencies of eye movements on internal pro- 
cesses are also discussed. A bibliography is included. This paper 
is a preprint to appear in the l6th yearbook of the National Read- 
ing Conference, 1967. (LS) 
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This paper presents findings based upon approximately 50 pub- 
lished surveys of college reading programs since 1921. Programs 
varied from individual, incidental help to comprehensive courses 
in reading improvement. No set patterns are noted for length of 
training, cost, or amount of credit given. Programs prior to 1940 
stressed study habits, comprehension, and speed of reading. Aca- 
demic credit increased, and administration and English joined psy- 
chology and education in sponsoring programs between 1940 and I960. 
Approximately 253 programs in some 490 schools are reported. Since 
1950, numerous workbooks, pacers, tachistoscopes, and reading films 
were used in a variety of programs. Speed reading became a topic 
of interest. The role of the counseling center became prominent 
in the organization of programs. Growth in training materials, 
equipment, and tests paralleled the growth of institutions and the 
acceptance of reading programs. A bibliography of 49 items is in- 
cluded. (MC) 
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Follow-Up in the Second Grade of an Experiment Comparing the Initial 
Teaching Alphabet and the Traditional Alphabet in First-Grade Reading. 



prccedur e, flexible grouping, and nonsequential skill development . 

In the basal approach, material vas preselected, and group instruc- 
tion vas provided. Skills vere developed sequentially. Fourteen 
first-grade experimental and 14 first-grade control classrooms par- 
ticipated on a voluntary basis. (kmtinncus inservice training vas 
conducted- Bata vere derived from the Science Research Associates 
(SM) Frirary Jfental Anilities Test, Metropolitan Achievement Test, 
sociograms, iniervievs, logbooks, self-concept scales, questio nnai res , 
the SRA Reading CcsprehensiGn Test, and the ERA Vocabulary Test- Mean 
scores, z scores, difference scores, and f tests vere used to analyze 
the data. Children in individualized reading programs shoved sig- 
nificantly better reading achievement than children in basal reading 
programs. Complete results, implications, tables, references, and 
a summary report of a pilot study on individualized reading are in- 
cluded. (ES) 
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An investigation of the similarities and differences, by race 
and sex, of specific students enrolled in tvo recently integrated 
high schools in the southeastern United States is reported- Subjects 
vere 264 ninth-grade pupils — 140 Ifegroes and 124 Caucasians. To meas- 
ure reading interests and choice of materials, a 40 -item question- 
naire vas constructed. Six items measured source of reading, 34 items 
measured reading interests. Ansvers vere chosen from six choices 
vhich ranged from like very, very much to dislike very, very much. 

The California Test of Mental Maturity, Short Form, Level 4* and the 
California Reading Test, Advanced Form, vere administered to all pu- 
pils. Chi square vas used to determine the significance of the order 
of the ranks. There vas a significant difference betveen verbal in- 
telligence and reading vocabulary in favor of the Caucasian students. 
Eighteen items on the questionnaire differed significantly. Responses 
of Ifegroes appeared to be heavily veighted in positive-choice cate- 
gories. Caucasian responses vere more videly distributed- Ifegro pu- 
pils expressed stronger choices for reading current material and strong- 
er interests in social relations, romance, teen-age problems, humor, 
and occupational areas. Other findings, tables, conclusions, and re- 
ferences arc included- (BK) 
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By- Chasnoff, Robert E. 

Newark State Coll., Union, N. J. 

Pub Date 18 Feb 67 

EDRS Price MF-$0.25 HC-$0.85 15P. 
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ing, Traditional Orthography, Union. 

Data secured from second graders involved in a comparison of 
the use of the Initial Teaching Alphabet (ita) and of traditional 
orthography while in the first grade are reported. In the second 
grade, 132 experimental pupils taught by ita and 123 control pupils 
taught with traditional orthography were available for study. A 
comparison was made by the t-test of the medians of various test 
scores achieved by the experimental and control populations. The 
criteria used were the California Short-Form Test of Mental Maturity, 
Level 0, given at the beginning of the first grade, the Stanford 
Achievement Test Primary Battery II, Form VJ, given near the 140th 
day in the second grade, and ratings on a writing sample secured 
near the 160th day of the second grade. Differences in language 
ability scores were not significant except for the work study skills 
section which favored the experimental group. A writing sample 
rated at the end of the first grade favored the experimental groups, 
although the second-grade sample did not. A table comparing the 
misspellings of the two groups and a list of references are included. 
This paper was read at the American Educational Research Association 
annual meeting (New York City, February 18, 1967) and is a followup 
to ED 003 469. (RH) 
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. In an effort to develop accurate formulas for predicting and 

controlling the readability of language, five basic problems were 
studied — (l) the various features of writing style as linearly related 
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to comprehension difficulties, (2) the change of strengths of re- 
lationships as a function of reading ability, (3) readability pre- 
diction made upon small language units, (4) readability accuracy 
based upon use of linguistic analysis techniques in construction of 
formulas, and (5) a test of usefulness of certain linguistic vari- 
ables in predicting language difficulty. Twenty prose passages were 
analyzed to determine the difficulties of 5 ,181 words, 4^5 indepen- 
dent clauses, and 365 sentences. Samples were chosen from four 
passages in each of five subject areas, using the Dale-Chall Scale 
for grades 4 through 8. Five cloze test forms from each passage 
were constructed by deleting every fifth word. Subjects, the entire 
enrollment in grades 4 through 8 of one school district in Wasco, 
California, were matched for five form groups. The testing period 
lasted over 11 school days. Reading ability was determined by re- 
sults on the Stanford Achievement Test— Reading, Form J , and studied 
in relation to the interaction of form groups on measures of word, 
independent clause, sentence, and passage difficulty. Each area, 
was analyzed in detail and tabulated for study in light of the lin- 
guistic variables set for the study. A bibliography of 31 items is 
attached. This article is published in the "Reading Research Quar- 
terly," Volume 1, Spring 1966. (MG ) 
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Sex Differences. 

The relationships between prereading measures of auditory dis- 
crimination and reading achievement at the end of first grade are 
reported. Data were gathered on 632 pupils in the Minneapolis pub- 
lic schools who were administered seven tests of auditory discrimi- 
nation selected from published reading readiness tests and a group 
intelligence test at the beginning of first grade. Two tests of 
reading achievement were given at the end of the year. Relationships 
were assessed by means of correlation and multiple regression analy- 
sis. Analysis of differences of means was done through use of t 
tests. Intercorrelations among auditory discrimination measures and 
between each measure and subsequent reading achievement were uni- 
formly low. Intelligence was significantly related to reading achieve- 
ment. Significant sex differences in performance on three of the 
auditory discrimination tests and on both of the reading tests favored 
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the girls. The condlusions and educational implications are dis- 
cussed. Tables and references are included. (MD) 
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A descriptive study of the oral reading of first-, second-, 
and third-grade children is reported. The study treats reading as 
a psycholinguistic process which is cued or miscued during the 
child’s interaction with written language. The subjects were 100 
children attending the same school in a Detroit industrial suburb. 
Every second child on an alphabetical list of all the children was 
included in the study. Each subject was tested individually with 
a wordlist from a story on his grade level. He was then asked to 
read orally the story on which his wordlist was based. Following 
this, the child retold the story as best he could. Both the read- 
ing and the retelling were taped and studied. The children in the 
study were able to read many words in context which they could not 
read from lists. Children in successive grades were increasingly 
efficient in using cue systems in other ways. Substitutions and 
regressions in a child’s oral reading are discussed. Five implica- 
tions for the teaching of reading are presented. A partial list of 
cue systems used in reading is given. The types of reading errors 
are summarized in five tables. This article is a reprint from ’’El- 
ementary English,” Volume 42, October 1965. (RH) 
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The responses of first graders to three questions about read- 
ing are reported. Subjects, 111 pupils in five Ist-grade class- 
rooms in three school systems in Indiana and Michigan, were inter- 
viewed and their responses were analyzed and classified into logical 
categories. When asked if they wanted to learn to read, a negative 
answer was given by four children. In answering why they wanted to 
read, the following reasons were offered: (l) 30 pupils, one-four h 

of the children, gave vague and meaningless reasons, (2) 27 child- 
ren wanted to learn as a means to a goal, (3) 37 wanted to learn o 
read to themselves or to others, (4) 1° wanted to learn because 
there was some feeling of value connected with such learning, and 
(5) 11 pupils identified themselves with a reader. When asked what 
they had to do to learn to read in the first grade, these ideas were 
advanced: (l) 33 pupils didn’t know, (2) two-fifths of the remain- 

ing responses indicated that a passive type of obedience was re- 
quired, (3) two-fifths of the children saw themselves taking some 
action in learning, and (4) one-fifth of the children thought the 
teacher would show them how to read. Differences in answers related 
to sex, race, and family income are discussed. References and ta- 
bles are included. This article is published in the "Elementary 
School Journal," Volume 66, May 1966. (MD) 
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The results of 17 studies on reading readiness are summarized 
and interpreted. All but one of the studies were completed since 
1957. Reading readiness is defined, and the differences between 
traditional and current theory are discussed. Studies of formal 
reading readiness instruction in kindergarten are described. Con- 
clusions about kinds of reading readiness experiences, tests, stud- 
ies, and the age when children begin reading readiness and reading 
instruction are drawn from the reported research. Implications for 
further research are included. References are given. This article 
is published in "Elementary English," Volume 43, April 1966. \L3) 
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Sex Differences. 

Fourteen studies in the area of reading readiness are survey- 
ed. Much of the research is directed at the child who needs a per- 
iod of readiness, particularly the culturally disadvantaged child. 
The validity of readiness tests, the importance of sex differences, 
and beginning readers are other topics discussed. References are 
given. This article is published in the "Journal of the Reading 
Specialist," Volume 11, October 5, 1965. (HJ) 
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A bibliography of doctoral dissertations from 1919 through 
I960 in the area of reading is reported in monograph form. Over 
700 studies are classified under 34 subject categories, and a sum- 
mary statement is included for each category. An author index is 
provided. This publication is a bulletin of the School of Educa- 
tion of Indiana University, Volume 40, Number 4> July 1964 and is 
also available from the Indiana University Bookstore, Bloomington, 
Indiana, for $1.25. (BK) 
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The behavioral patterns, backgrounds, and themes of children’s 
realistic trade books were identified. Nine categories of inter- 
personal behavior were developed and defined in this investigation 
of changes in content of children's books published within a period 
of 40 years, from 1920-60. From 780 samples reviewed by the exam- 
iner, three judges selected 78 books portraying characters exhibit- 
ing believable behavior. The book analysis was based upon samples 
of the verbal reaction between two or more characters within each 
of 10 sections for each book. Totals for each item were computed 
for each year and the average percentages for the 1920-40 and 1945- 
60 periods were calculated. The reliability of the system of analy- 
sis was examined by two judges. Changing relationships between the 
child -adult, the child-child behavioral patterns, urban-rural back- 
ground, and in the relation of the individual to the family, the 
peer group, and to society were noted in the research. This article 
is published in "Elementary English," Volume 43, Number 52, January 
1966. (MG) 
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A reading program designed for disadvantaged children and con- 
ducted by the Lighthouse, a settlement house in North Philadelphia, 
as part of its day camp program was described and assessed. The 
reading program was developed (l) to boost the opportunities in read- 
ing readiness for children about to enter first grade, (2) to enrich 
language experiences, and (3) to give remedial help to children with 
reading deficiencies. The campers met 4 days a week for 6 weeks. A . 
daily schedule included reading activities which could become part 
of each activity. Language development was directed by 10 profes- 
sional counselors. Consistent gains were found in the area of gen- 
eral oral language development and reading readiness. No marked 
changes were found in word recognition or hearing comprehension. The 
program was especially helpful to language development with younger 
groups. Other findings are discussed. References are included. 

This article is published in "The Reading Teacher," Volume 19, Num- 
ber 252, January 1966. (MD) 
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This annotated bibliography refers to materials particularly 
useful to teachers and administrators interested in developing spe- 
cialized programs for adult basic education and literacy situations. 
Included are professional and practical references to oral and writ- 
ten communication, arithmetic and mathematics, citizenship, and per- 
sonal adjustment. For each item a series of descriptors pinpoints 
the content covered and the major areas of use for primary, inter- 
mediate, and beginning high-school levels. The bibliography lists 
101 references. (MC) 
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A study of the reading habits and abilities of 132 psychology 
students at the University of Maryland was conducted to determine 
(l) if reading speed could be increased without change in compre- 
hension and (2) whether information about some of the basic techniques 
of reading stressed in typical reading courses could elicit changes 
in standardized reading test performance. The subjects were divided 
into control, motivational, and factual groups. All subjects were 
pretested with the Robinson-Hall Canadian History Test and a ques- 
tionnaire about reading habits and attitudes. The motivational group 
read a handout about the benefits of rapid reading before returning 
to take the post- test battery. The factual group received sugges- 
tions for improving reading speed. The control group received no 
instruction or suggestions. Seven days later the Robinson-Hall Art 
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and Russian History Tests and a post-questionnaire were administer- 
ed. A statistical analysis was made of pre- and post-test scores, 
questionnaire responses, and scholastic ability for each group. The 
investigators found that reading speed could be increased without 
significant changes in comprehension and that the distribution of 
handouts could help increase students 1 reading rates . Tables and 
a bibliography are given. Copies of the handouts and questionnaires 
used are included. (LS) 
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The American Optical (AO) Company’s Sight Screener, a portable 
binocular instrument designed for mass vision testing, was evaluated 
at the University of' Maryland Reading and Study Skills Laboratory 
to determine its capacity to identify students needing professional 
eye examinations prior to reading instruction. Data from 106 proba- 
tionary freshmen, aged 18 to 20, who were weak in verbal skills were 
used in the evaluation of visual suppression, visual acuity, lateral 
muscle balance, vertical muscle balance, depth perception, and color 
vision. Included in the evaluation of each sight screener test was 
(l) a description of the test, (2) a comparison with clinical tests 
and other screening instruments (Keystone Telebinocular and Bausch 
and Lomb Ortho-Rater), (3) special problems in administering the 
test, (4) general problems in testing the particular visual factor, 

(5) a discussion of the University of Maryland data and comparison 
with other surveys, and (6) a discussion of the implications and ap- 
plications of the results . Research on the relation of visual fac- 
tors to reading skills was examined. The author concluded that the 
AO Sight Screener -was a satisfactory screening technique for college 
because it was rapid, simple to administer, economical, and depend- 
able in measuring those functions considered important to normal vi- 
sion. Tables, graphs, arid a bibliography are included. (LS) 
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Language encoding and decoding processes were examined by deter- 
mining the ability of subjects to predict omissions from a natural 
language text which they had previously produced themselves, and by 
comparing this performance with that of other subjects to predict 
omissions from these same texts which the second group read at the 
time of production. Sixty-four sophomores at Campbell College were 
assigned randomly to four conditions, two experimental and two con- 
trol. The experimental conditions were encoding — a group of sub- 
jects produced written stories in response to two Thematic Appercep- 
tion Test (TAT) cards, and decoding — a group of subjects read pro- 
ductions of the encoding group. One control group was assigned the 
task of producing stories, and this group (irrelevant encoders-de- 
coders) was given the stories of the experimental group to read. 

The other control group (naive decoders) was given randomly assigned 
TAT stories to read. The dependent variable was cloze tests. An 
orthogonal comparison of means was used to analyze the data. The 
encoding group had a significantly higher mean score than the de- 
coding group. The encoding and decoding groups had significantly 
higher mean scores than the irrelevant encoding-decoding groups. 

Naive decoders were significantly lower than any other group. The 
signal system maintained variability when transmission was entirely 
within the organism. This paper was presented at the American Edu- 
cational Research Association convention (New York, February 1967). 
(BR) 
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The reading and spelling performances of pupils attending a 
program in reading were studied to discover which reading methods 
or combinations of methods were superior for dyslexics in clinical 
and classroom situations and which methods were appropriate for 
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dyslexic and normal pupils with minor reading disabilities. The sub- 
jects were 722 pupils in grades 2 through 6 in the Pennridge School 
in Bucks County, Pennsylvania. Semirural, white, middle-class child- 
ren, with an average intelligence of 106 as measured by a group test 
in kindergarten or first grade attend the school. Special small- 
group instruction is provided for the lowest 10 percent of the pupils 
in the summer. An opportunity class is conducted for slow learners. 
Tests administered were the Botel Reading Inventory and the Reading 
and Spelling Tests of the Science Research Associates Battery. Data 
were analyzed by reading levels, grade equivalent scores, and ex- 
pected and achieved median scores. The average range was six to 
seven levels of pupil performance at each grade level. By fifth 
grade, there were no pupils reading as low as beginning second-read- 
er level. By sixth grade, none were reading as low as beginning 
third-reader level. The author suggests that dyslexia can be anti- 
cipated and minimized within a good developmental reading program. 

A description of the instructional program, references, and tables 
is provided. This research report was delivered at the National Con- 
ference on Dyslexia (Philadelphia, November 19, 1966). (BK) 
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The methods and materials used by the North Carolina Advance- 
ment School for teaching remedial and corrective reading to under- 
achieving eighth-grade boys are described. The authors believe the 
pattern of diagnosis, grouping, instruction, assessment, and regroup- 
ing is central to determining the causes of poor academic perform- 
ance among students of normal or superior intelligence . Some of the 
areas discussed are principles of corrective and remedial instruc- 
tion, suggestions on administrative procedure in establishing a 
reading center, diagnosis, grouping, what to teach, the lesson plan, 
special teaching techniques (such as allowing students to teach and 
purposely making mistakes), and the costs of a reading center. Ap- 
pendixes provide information on reading achievement tests, basal 
reading series and additional reading materials, skills-grade level 
chart, special reading skills for each academic area, packaged 
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materials, interest inventory equipment, sample lesson plans, the 
roles of the participants in a remedial reading program, and impor- 
tant books on reading instruction. (RH) 
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A curriculum guide for developmental reading, grades 1 to 8, 
was prepared by the State Committee on Reading, Indiana Department 
of Public Instruction. Six major areas are discussed: (l) philo- 

sophy, objectives, and characteristics of a good reading program, 

(2) organizing a total reading program, (3) organizing for classroom 
instruction, (4) teaching activities to develop specific skills, (5) 
evaluating the reading program in the total school system, and (6) 
improving the reading program. All aspects of the reading program 
from pupil growth and development to teaching techniques and train- 
ing, administration of the reading program, and involvement of par- 
ents are explored. Specific suggestions for teaching include sample 
lessons, self-analysis check lists, program evaulation checklists, 
and lists of skills and attitudes and aids in studying. A profes- 
sional bibliography for reading teachers provides extensive lists 
of materials and equipment, selected reading tests, and publishers’ 
addresses. ( LS ) 
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A curriculum guide to remedial reading for grades 3-12 prepared 
by the Indiana State Committee on Reading is presented. Eight major 
areas are discussed in the guide: (l) the purpose of the remedial 

program and its relationship to other programs, (2) the organization 
of the summer remedial reading program, ( 3 ) the diagnostic proce- 
dures in remedial reading, (4) remedial reading instruction, (5) 
word attack skills, (6) comprehension and leisure reading, (7) study 
skills and content reading, and (S) evaluation, reporting, and fol- 
lowup of the remedial program. Sample lessons, checklists, informal 
tests, and specific suggestions for teaching are included. A select- 
ed bibliography provides background in the philosophical and research 
foundations of the reading process and reading instruction, reading 
materials and equipment for grades 1-12, standardized tests, suggest- 
ed forms to be used in a reading program, and publishers’ addresses. 
(LS) 
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Sex differences in reading achievement and the effectiveness 
of the phonovisual method of reading instruction in grades 1 to 3 
when used as a supplement to the state-adopted co-basal reading ser- 
ies were studied in two elementary schools in Pasadena, California. 
Subjects in the experimental school (60 in grade 1, 68 in grade 2, 

54 in grade 3) were matched with control school subjects on the basis 
of chronological age, sex, and scholastic aptitude as measured by the 
Metropolitan Readiness Tests, California Short-Form Test of Mental 
Maturity, and the Lorge -Thorndike Intelligence Tests. Experimental 
subjects were given daily instruction by the phonovisual method 100 
minutes per week while control subjects were given an equivalent 
amount of instruction with other supplementary materials. Achieve- 
ment was tested by the California Reading Test and California Achieve- 
ment Tests, Reading and Spelling. Mean test scores of the experimen- 
tal group were found to be significantly higher at the .01 level of 
all tests in all grades except spelling in grade 3> which was signi- 
ficant at the „05 level. Girls’ achievement was found to be higher 
than boys’ except in grade 3 of the experimental group. The author 
concluded that the additional phonics instruction with the phonovisual 
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Descriotors- ^Initial Teaching Alphaoet, '-‘Methods Research, c Head— 
ing iasimeiion, ^Reading Research, ^Writing Skills, Grade 1, Grade 
2, Jfew York City, Orthographic Symbols, Heading Achievement, Spell- 
ing, Traditional Orthography, Union. 

Data secured from second graders involved in a comparison of 
the use of the Initial Teaching Alphabet (ita) and of traditional 
orthography while in the first grade are reported- In the second 
grade, 132 experimental pupils taught by ita and 123 control pupils 
taught with traditional orthography were available for study- A 
comparison was made by the t-best of the medians of various test 
scores achieved by the experimental and control populations- The^ ^ 
criteria used were the California Short-Form Test of Mental Maturity, 
level 0, given at the beginning of the first grade, the Stanford 
Achievement Test Primary Battery II, Form W, given near the 140th 
day in tie second grade, and ratings on a writing sample secured 
near the 160th day of the second grade- Differences in language^ 
ability scores were not signif leant except for the work study skills 
sec Lion which favored the experimental group- A writing sample 
rated at the end of the first grade favored the experimental groups, 
although the second-grade sample dad not- A table comparing obe 
misspellings of the two groups and a list of references are included - 
This paper was read at the American Educational Eesearch Association 
annual meeting Ofew 'fork City, February 13, 1967) and is a followup 
to ED 003 469- (RH) 
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Readability, Readability Formulas, Reading Ability, Reading Compre- 
hension, Reading Tests, Stanford Achievement Test, Syntax, Test Va- 
lidity, Wasco. 

In an effort to develop accurate formulas for predicting and 
controlling the readability of language, five basic problems were 
studied — (l) the various features of writing style as linearly related 
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method increased reading and spelling achievement. .. This paper was 
read at the annual meeting of the National Council on Measurement 
in Education (New York, February 1967). (LS) 
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An Evaluation of the Phonovisual Method, Grades 1-3. 
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Report Number ER-7 Pub Date Sep 65 

EDRS Price MF-$0.25 HC-$1.65 31P. ■ 
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provement, Reading Instruction, Spelling, Vocabulary. 

The achievement test performances of two groups of children for 
grades 1, 2, and 3 in two Pasadena, California, schools were compared 
to evaluate the effectiveness of a 3-year experimental program using 
the phonovisual method of reading instruction. Pupils were matched 
on sex, IQ, and chronological age. Differences observed between the 
mean scores of groups at each grade level and for each sex within 
the respective groups on achievement tests in reading vocabulary, 
reading comprehension, and spelling were analyzed. Correlation ana- 
lyses were made between the scores obtained in September by the first' 
grade children on a measure of learning readiness and end-of-year 
reading test scores. Children in the experimental school were found 
to be superior to their counterparts in the control school in each 
analysis of test performance. Although the girls' performance was 
generally superior to the boys ' , boys exposed to the phonovisual meth 
od were aided substantially in achieving higher levels of proficiency 
in reading skills. A detailed analysis of data is included in the 
report. (LS) 
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An individualized reading program for grades 2, 4» 5 was 

initiated at Plateau Valley School in Collbran, Colorado, in an ef- 
fort to raise the achievement level of culturally disadvantaged youth 
in rural areas. The program at each grade level is described in 
terms of the methods used to gather preliminary data, in the selec- 
tion and use of materials, in planning and conducting class activi- 
ties, in trying new methods and techniques, and in evaluating the . 
results. Examples of pupil reading record books, tests, reading in- 
ventories, reading profiles, class-sharing ideas, questions used 
with independent reading, and book review forms are included. Uses 
of the Science Research Associates (SRA) reading labs, Weekly Read- 
er, and basal reader materials are described. The program was e- 
valuated on the basis of (l) student achievement on the SRA Achieve- 
ment Tests, Scott Foresman Tests, Iowa Tests of Basic Skills, Week- 
ly Reader Tests, and anecdotal records and student behavior changes, 
( 2 ) teacher changes in methods of teaching and attitudes toward job 
and interest of nonproject teachers, and (3) effects on school and 
community as indicated by changes in school operations and communi- 
ty involvement, acceptance, and interest. Test scores for the three 
classes are given. (LS) 
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The results of a reading work conference held in Denver, Colo- 
rado, in February 1966, to develop guidelines for planning and im- 
plementing diagnostic reading programs, are presented. Topics dis- 
cussed include a definition of reading, the processes of reading, 
the roles of the teacher, reading consultant, and principal, the re- 
sponsibility of the school, patterns of success in reading class— ^ 
room observations of pupils, the causes of reading problems, special 
diagnostic study, and recommendations for teachers. Checklist re- 
cords of classroom observation of pupils* reading during oral re- 
ports, oral reading and group instruction periods, dramatization of 
stories, silent reading situation, and listening to a story read 
aloud are included in addition to a school record data sheet and a 
teacher report of observations. Conference participants are listed 
along with a selected bibliography on the teaching of reading. (LS) 
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dense of the Portland, Oregon Council of the International Read- 
ing Association (Portland, October 8, 1966). 

By- Broun, Judith And Others 
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Descriptors- ^Reading Development, ^Reading Programs, ^Remedial 
Reading, teaching Techniques, Developmental Reading, Disadvantaged 
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Readiness, Reading Research, Teacher Role. 

The proceedings of the 1966 annual fall conference of the Port- 
land, Oregon, Council of the International Reading Association, 1 
eluded two addresses by Dr. Morton Botel and 27 discussion 
centered around the theme "Developing the Mature Reader. Botel - 
addresses focused on the definition of a mature reader, the role 
of the teacher in developing reading maturity, and the 
of teacher knowledge of linguistics in teaching r ^ lng ‘ F^ouss 
sessions were organized for five general areas: (l) preschool and 

primary-- Initial Teaching Alphabet, making reading fun, language - 
experience approach, the new Edmonds reading approach, table toys 
in preschool, kindergarten and readiness, economic understandings 
for children, and perceptual-motor development and readiness, (2) 
intermediate-creative reading, nongraded language arts program, 
using the school library, and the disadvantaged child, 13) g 
school and adult-effective reading, the lay teacher of jading, 
faster reading, and reading and the war on poverty, W) 
and remedial techniques— development of language skills, psycholo- 
gical tests, Frostig's visual development program, the role of the 
diagnostician and classroom consultant, Draw-A-Person techniques, 
practices and trends in remedial education, and the billing 
od, and (5) research and field studies— remedial classes m junior 
high, school readiness, Each One teach One, and the Job Corps. Re- 
ference lists are included. (LS) 
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Reading Programs, ^Structural Analysis, ^Teaching Guides, Instruc-. 
tional Aids, Los Angeles, Phonics, Reading Instruction, Reading Skills, 
Sequential Learning, Student Evaluation, Teaching Methods, Teaching 
Procedures, Word Recognition. 

A guide for teaching phonic and structural analysis and other 
word perception skills at the primer level through grade 6 provides 
definitions, examples, and suggestions for the teacher. Information 
is presented within six categories: (l) the total reading program, 

emphasizing word perception skills and techniques, language under- 
standings, readiness, basic vocabulary, the teacher's role, and a 
balanced program, (2) phonic and structural analysis, including de- 
finitions of related terms, (3) suggested sequential development 
of phonic and structural analysis in chart form, (4) suggested se- 
quential development of word recognition skills and generalizations 
with emphasis on level of introduction, (5) suggestions for intro- 
ducing learning experiences and additional activities for rhyming 
words, initial consonants, final consonants, consonant digraphs and 
blends, long vowel sounds, vowel digraphs and variant sounds, and 
word structure, and (6) check sheets for evaluation of pupil progress 
from primer level through grade 6 level. (LS) 
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One hundred thirty-five projects in the United States and Great 
Britain are described in the second issue of the Inventory of Pro- 
jects and Activities in Reading and English, May 1967. Six types 
of research and application activities are included: (l) action pro- 

grams exploiting advances in linguistic science and related fields, 

(2) projects and activities exploring ways of handling the special 
language problems of speakers of nonstandard varieties of English, 

(3) school-based comparative experiments, ( 4 ) studies of language 
arts and English curriculums designed to promote modification or 
revision, (5) projects to prepare new teaching materials and tests, 
and (6) projects to exploit audiovisual aids. Project descriptions 
are organized according to the state or country of initiation and the 
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level of instruction (elementary, secondary, or adult). A topical 
index, an alphabetical listing of researchers, and a TENL (Teach- 
ing English as a Native Language) Directory of information sources 
in the United States and Great Britain are included. (LS) 
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Descriptors- ^Instructional Improvement, ^Language Arts, ^Language 
Research, ^Linguistics, ^Reading Research, Audiovisual Aids, College 
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10, Grade 11, Grade 12, Grade 2, Grade 3> Grade 4> Grade 5> Grade 6, 
Grade 7, Grade 8, Grade 9> Language Problems, Material Development, 
Negro Dialects, Nonstandard English, Teaching Materials, Test Con- 
struction. 

Programs, projects, and activities designed to evaluate and 
to improve the teaching of reading and English in schools and col- 
leges are described briefly. The descriptions of programs are ar- 
ranged by state and by level of instruction. The names and affilia- 
tions of responsible personnel are indicated clearly. The inventory 
includes information on the following kinds of activities: (l) ac- 

tion programs to exploit advances in linguistic science and related 
fields, (2) projects and activities to explore ways of handling the 
special language problems of speakers of nonstandard varieties of 
English, ( 3 ) school-based comparative experiments, (4) studies of 
language arts and English curricula with a view to modification or 
revision, (5) projects to prepare new teaching materials and/or tests, 
(6) projects to exploit audiovisual aids, and (7) scholarly research 
directly related to any of the above. Projects included were not 
completed prior to August 1965 • (RH) 
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An investigation to determine if instruction in variant word 
endings can be given in the second semester of the first grade is 
described. Twenty-six first-grade classes (554 children) from the 
St. Paul, Minnesota, public school system were used in the study. 

The classes were divided into two groups of 13 classes equated on 
socioeconomic level, reading ability, mental ability, age, and know- 
ledge of the use of variant word endings. In addition to regular 
basal reading instruction, the experimental group was given eight- 
een 20-minute lessons in generalizations concerning the variant 
endings "s," "ed," "d , " "ing," "er," "est," and "er." The control 
classes used the same periods of time for independent reading. Read- 
ing skills were evaluated by the Bond-Balow-Hoyt New Developmental 
Reading Test and a i pecially constructed variant ending test. For 
analysis of scores, each group was divided into three mental ability 
groups, five reading groups, and three socioeconomic levels. The 
f ratio for analysis of variance was applied to the means of these 
groups. Significant differences favoring the experimental group’s 
knowledge of variant endings are reported. Subgroup scores are com- 
pared and evaluated. The educational implications of the findings 
are discussed. References are given. This article is published in 
"The Reading Teacher," Volume 19, April 1966. (LS) 
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Methods, procedures, and techniques for teaching reading, es- 
pecially to low- and non-achievers, which differ from traditional 
classroom practices are described and evaluated in terms of recent 
research in the area of reading. These methods are closely related 
to the field of optometry and are concerned with problems of later- 
al dominance, perceptual ability, and motor skills. References 
are provided for each method. A glossary of optometric terms and 
a bibliography are included. (RH) 
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Practical suggestions for the classroom teacher of reading are 
reported by participants of an institute on the application of lin- 
guistics to spelling and reading instruction. Chapter 1, "Phonemics 
and Orthography in Reading Instruction, " traces significant relation- 
ships among phonemics, phonetics, phonics, orthography, and reading 
instruction. Chapter 2, "Morphology in Reading Instruction," is 
concerned with structural analysis. Chapter 3, "Syntax in Reading 
Instruction," is concerned with language units more complex than 
the single word, and their relationships with reading instruction. 
Chapter "Dialectology in Reading Instruction," deals with problems 
arising from the fact that language patterns vary from area to area 
and from cultural level to cultural level. Complicated terminology 
is simplified for the creative teacher seeking to develop the child's 
background in basic language patterns in his oral language in order 
to facilitate his beginning reading development. Emphasis is placed 
upon helping the child feel comfortable with the language he brings 
to school, as well as upon devising means of developing language 
understandings and appreciations to fit the classroom situation. 
Implications for and recommendations to the classroom teacher are 
discussed. Figures, chart, s, tables, and a bibliography of 4? entries 
are included. 



63. ED Oil 811 RE 000 116 

Sources of Information for Responses to Reading Test Items. 

By- Weaver, Wendell W. Bickley, A. C. 

Pub Dat e 67 

E'DRS Price MF-$0.25 HC-$0.70 12P. 

Descriptors- ^Reading Comprehension, ^Reading Research, ^Reading 
Tests, *Test Validity, ^'Testing Problems, Campbell College, College 
Students, Comparative Analysis, Language Pat, terns, Language Research, 
Linguistics, Student Characteristics. 

Sources of information for responses to multiple-choice items 
on reading comprehension tests and the effects of content words and 
function words in supplying information for the correct completion 
of multiple -choice items were studied in an experiment at Campbell 
College. Paragraphs with accompanying multiple-choice items sampled 
from reading tests listed in Buros Sixth Yearbook were selected as 
the test passages. Subjects were 147 sophomores enrolled in intro- 
duct, ory psychology courses and were randomly assigned to seven treat- 
ments involving the blacking out of (l) all of the reading passage, 
(2) all nouns, verbs, and adjectives, ( 3 ) all function words, ( 4 ) 







none of the reading paragraph, (5) 10 percent of the nouns, verbs, 
and adjectives, (6) 50 percent of the nouns, verbs, and adjectives, 
and (7) 90 percent of the nouns, verbs, and adjectives. A trend, 
analysis of the effect of blacking-out increasing percentages of 
nouns, verbs, and adjectives and comparisons between treatments 1 
and 3 and between treatments 3 and 4 were made, In the discussion 
of results, it was concluded that reading comprehension tests were 
highly dependent on examinee characteristics which often had little 
to do with the reading task being examined. Apparent reasons for 
this are proposed and analyzed. Tables and references are included. 
This speech appears in the 1967 proceedings of the American Psycho- 
logical Association, Division 15* (LS) 
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The cloze procedure was used to investigate the predictability 
of language materials and to examine the relationship of the written 
production of language and reading to structural and lexical con- 
structs. Fifty-six sophomores randomly selected from 152 students 
enrolled in introductory psychology courses at Campbell College were 
randomly assigned to two treatments — writing modality or reading 
modality. The writing modality group was instructed to produce 
written stories which were duplicated and presented to the reading 
modality group. Two cloze tasks, one omitting every fifth struc- 
tural unit and one deleting every fifth lexical unit, were prepared 
for the stories and presented., to both groups 2 days after the ini- 
tial writing and reading of the stories. A two-way analysis of var- 
iance was made of the first 50 deletions in each paper according to 
structural-lexical deletions and reading-writing modalities. It was 
found that the producer-predictor could predict both structural and 
lexical deletions at about the same rate (85 percent). The reader- 
predictor could predict structural words as well as the producer, 
but could not predict lexical words. Theoretical implications are 
discussed. References and a table are included. The paper appears 
in the 1967 proceedings of the American Psychological Association, 
Division 15* (LS) 
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A 3-year experimental primary-grade reading program conducted 
with a 50 percent reduction of reading class size was evaluated in 
the Riverside, California, unified school district for the years 
1962-1965. Test scores were analyzed for 656 children in the ex- 
perimental group who had 2 or more years of experience in the ex- 
perimental program and for 602 children in the control group who 
had 1 year or less in the experimental program. The small-class 
program (an average of 15 students per class) was initiated in a 
stratified random sample of seven elementary schools the 1st year, 
with six schools added the 2nd year and eight more added the 3rd 
year. Data gathered from the Metropolitan Readiness Tests in grade 
1, Metropolitan Achievement Test in grades 2 and 3 f the California 
Short Form Test of Mental Maturity in grade 2, and the School and 
College Aptitude Test in grade 4 were analyzed according to experi- 
mental and control group readiness, intelligence, reading achieve- 
ment, and sex differences. The experimental group achieved signi- 
ficantly higher than the control group, according to the amount of 
time spent on the experimental program. Findings indicated that 
first grade instruction was most crucial and that boys benefited 
more from reduced class size than girls. Tables are included. (LS) 
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Arguments against formalized reading insl ruction in the kinder- 
garten were presented. After preliminary comments concerning the 
purpose and plan of the conference, the New Jersey State Board standards 
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for kindergartens were discussed in light of their criteria for es- 
tablishment and their administration. The case against making read- 
ing instruction a part of the kindergarten curriculum was developed 
through an examination of the following research (particularly Dur- 
kin's): the long range effectiveness of readiness workbooks and 

other formalized readiness instruction, learning theory, the pur- 
poses and goals of the kindergarten, and the views of leaders of. 
national repute in the fields of reading, early childhood education, 
human development and learning, pediatrics, neurology, child psy- 
chiatry, and psychology. It was concluded that although students 
who come to kindergarten knowing how to read or desiring to read, 
should not be prevented from doing so, research has not yet provid- 
ed evidence that early systematic reading instruction greatly accel- 
erates reading achievement. This paper was presented at Rutgers Uni- 
versity, March 23, 1966. (LS) 
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Reading programs in the elementary grades in Manitoba, Canada, 
were studied over a 4-year period to determine what types of programs 
were in effect and to make recommendations to improve the teaching 
of reading. Included in the report are (l) a survey of reading in 
Manitoba from 1946-1966, (2) a description of the content and devel- 
opment of the Manitoba Reading Study Questionnaire, (3) the design 
of experiments evaluating the "Phonetic Keys to Reading" (Economy 
Publishing Company of Oklahoma) and the province-adopted "Curricu- 
lum Foundation Series" (Forties Edition, published by W. J. Gage), 
and (4) some comments and recommendations on the teaching of read- 
ing, including curriculum, teacher training, teaching techniques, 
materials, organization for teaching, supervision, and teachers and 
parents. Ten appendixes are included: (l) the legislature resolu- 

tion setting up the survey, (2) a list of briefs presented to the 
advisory board, (3) report of the Committee on Primary Reading, (4) 
report and recommendations on various methods of teaching in Mani- 
toba, (5) elementary curriculum seminar reports, (6) results of the 
Manitoba Reading Study Questionnaire Survey, (7 and 8) reports on 
the "Phonetic Keys to Reading" experiments conducted by the Winnipeg 



and Fort Garry school divisions, (9) a primary language arts out- 
line, and (10) a bibliography of 80 sources for recent reading re- 
search. (LS) 
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In an effort to clarify the question of the value of ability 
grouping, the possible influence of level of reading group place- 
ment on primary students’ enjoyment of reading and self-perception 
as readers was studied in three randomly-selected first-, second-, 
and third-grade classrooms in a Corvallis, Oregon, school located 
in a lower-middle to upper-middle socioeconomic area. Structured 
individual interviews were held with all pupils in the three classes 
in September, 1966 (N=7l) and January, 1967 (N=64) to determine (l) 
if primary children perceive the level of their reading group place- 
ment, (2) if accuracy of perception increases as children advance 
through the grades, (3) if accuracy of perception of placement is 
related to level, ( 4 ) if children in high reading groups report 
greater enjoyment of reading than children in low reading groups, 
and ( 5 ) if children who have accurately perceived their placement 
level report more enjoyment of reading than those who over-estimate 
or under-estimate their placement. No clear-cut evidence was found 
to support either proponents or opponents of ability grouping as 
the method of organizing for primary grade reading instruction, al- 
though certain trends in accuracy of perception of reading place- 
ment were noted. Tables and references are included. This paper 
was presented to the American Educational Research Association Con- 
ference (New York City, February 18, 1967). (LS) 
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havior, Stimulus Devices, Task Performance, Urbana. 

A study by Tabor and Glaser which taught sight vocabulary by 
the vanishing literal prompts method was replicated in an experi- 
ment with 14 preschool, kindergarten, and beginning first-grade 
children. Materials used were eight lower case color words print- 
ed on 3 by 5 cards. After pretests to identify color knowledge and 
confirm lack of word knowledge, each subject was individually given 
a training sequence of nine trials beginning with the color words 
(cues) accompanied by four radiating lines (prompts) which were the 
color named by the word. The color prompts were reduced in each 
succeeding trial until trial nine, when the word was presented a- 
lone. Verbal reinforcements were given ty the experimenter after 
correct responses by the subject. A post-test was given to deter- 
mine if the subject had learned the word. Tabor and Glaser's find- 
ings were not corroborated in the analysis of results. It was found 
that the desired shift in stimulus control did not take place. Pos- 
sible reasons for the results are discussed. Individual testing 
situations are explained and behavior patterns examined. Two tables 
presenting the nine-trial vanishing schedule and a summary of the 
data for each subject are included. References are given. This 
paper was presented at the American Educational Research Associa- 
tion Conference (New York, February 1967). (LS) 
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A small sample pilot project which demonstrated a treatment 
effectiveness and suggested future lines for research and develop- 
ment of parent training programs is described. The major hypothesis 
tested was that pupils whose parents were involved in a training 
program would show greater regressed gains in reading skills than 
pupils with parents not in training. In late spring, an invitation- 
al letter was sent to parents of children who would be in the third 
to sixth grades in two elementary schools and whose reading ability 
was 1 or more years below grade level. There were 13 experimentals 
and 16 controls in the final group. The California Reading Test 
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and. the Gilmore Oral Reading Test were administered to the pupils 
as the pre- and post-tests. The experimental parent group was taken 
through the parent-training program. After the post-testing of all 
pupils in reading, the control group parents participated in the 
training program. In reading comprehension, the control group gains 
were greater than experimental group gains. The parent training 
program accounted for 16 percent of variance in oral reading accu- 
racy and for 25 percent of the variance in oral reading comprehen- 
sion. Tables and scatter plots are included. The training program 
is described in the final report. (BK) 
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Verbal interaction between teachers and pupils when they are 
reading critically is reported. Six hundred fifty-one children and 
24 teachers from seven elementary schools in Columbus, Ohio, served 
as subjects during the 9-month investigation. Twelve classes, two 
at each of the six elementary grade levels, were given training in 
critical reading while 12 classes were instructed in literature. 
Teacher questions and student responses were the main focus of the 
study. An instrument was devised for observing verbal behavior. 
Eight categories of teacher questions were influenced by Bloom's 
approach, and five pupil categories, representing levels of thought, 
were influenced by Guilford's structure. Teachers were informed 
of forthcoming classroom observations which totaled six in number 
and lasted for 25 minutes. Chi-square was used to analyze the data. 
The included results indicated that: (l) there is a definite rela- 

tionship between teacher questions and quality of pupil responses, 
(2) teachers improved in their ability to ask questions, (3) train- 
ing of teachers and special instructional materials influenced ver- 
bal behavior, (4) limited grade level trends were discernible in 
teachers' questions, and (5) developmental trends in pupil responses 
were identifiable in the experimental group. Tables and the obser- 
vation directions are included. (BK) 



An individualized reading program for grades - , 4, ^ 5 * SS ? » 
initiated at Plateau Galley School in Colit ran, Colorado, an an ef 
f C ri to raise ifce achievement level of culturally d isad .*an *-dg- ^ «r 
in” rural" areas- The program ai ea zh grade levei *f 
terms of the methods used to gather preliminary data, in ~ eLe ~ 
ticn and use of materials, in planning ar.d conducting class activi 
ties in trying mev methods and techniciots, and in evaluating ^ -* e _ 
results- Examples of moil reading record books, tests, reading in- 
ventories, reading profiles, class-sharing ideas, questions used 
with independent reading, and book review forms ^ included- Lses 
of the Science Research Associates (SRA) reading labs, keekly Read- 
er and basal reader materials are described. Tr.e program was e 
vkuated on the basis of (i) student aebievenent on Jto ac toev e- 
ment Tests, Scott Foresman Tests, Iowa Tests of Basic Skills, ^e^k 
lv Reader Tests, and anecdotal records and student behavior changes, 
(2) teacher changes in methods of teaching and altitudes toward job 
and interest of nonproject teachers, ar.d (3) effects on school and 
community as indicated by changes in school operations and co-muni 
ty involvement, acceptance, and interest- Test scores xor t-he e 
classes are given. (LS) 
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The results of a reading work conference held in Denver, Colo 
rado, in February 1966, to develop guidelines for planning and im- 
plementing diagnostic reading programs, are presented. Topics dis 
cussed include a definition of reading, the processes of reading, 
the roles of the teacher, reading consultant, and principal, the re 
soonsibility of the school, patterns of success in reading class 
room observations of pupils, the causes of reading P r oh specie- 

diagnostic study, and recommendations for teachers. Cnecklist re- 
cords classroom observation of pupils 1 reading during oral re 
por-ts, oral reading and group instruction periods, dramatization ol 
stories, silent reading situation, and listening to a soory read 
aloud are included in addition to a school record data sheet ana a 
teacher report of observations. Conference participants are ^sted 
along with a selected bibliography on the teaching of reading. V 
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The usefulness of modern grammar, particularly of knowledge 
of language patterns, in facilitating reading efficiency is consid- 
ered in a discussion of the implications of structure in language 
for the teaching of reading. The following topics are discussed: 

(l) the dual concept of meaning, (2) the four stages of language 
structure (sounds, phonetics and spelling, syntax or grammar and 
rhetoric or composition), (3) phonics and the sound-meaning approach, 
( 4 ) structural analysis and vocabulary, ( 5 ) awareness of structure 
and reading ease, (6) modern writing vs. classical rhetoric, (7) 
traditional grammar vs. transformational or generative grammar, and 
(8) linguistic concepts. Sources for linguistic theory as applied 
to reading and linguistically based materials for classroom use are 
given. A four-page summary of modern grammar in outline form is 
included. This paper was to be presented at the National Reading 
Conference (Saint Petersburg, December 3 , 1966). (LS) 
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Basic education programs for adults in 36 states were surveyed 
in the spring of 1966 to obtain information about location, length 
of time of operation, prior education and sex of enrollees, level 
of instruction provided, total enrollment, and materials used. Data 
from a two-page questionnaire completed by the directors of 367 lo- 
cal programs (a 71 percent return) were analyzed according to the 
age of programs to determine if older programs, established before 
the Title IIB funds were available, had characteristics which differ 
ed from the more recently developed programs. Results of the data, 
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presented in tabular form, are discussed and interpreted, and trends 
are noted. Additional study of the following is recommended: the 

growth rate of newly established programs, the trend toward more 
men in the literacy programs, the lack of instruction for illiter- 
ates offered in the various programs, and the teacher knowledge and 
use of materials primarily designed for adults. Five tables are in- 
cluded. This paper was presented at the National Reading Conference 
(Saint Petersburg, December 1-3, 1966). (LS) 
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Factors considered crucial in conducting a college-adult read- 
ing program by the Western Michigan University reading staff are 
presented as a guide for the establishment of new reading programs 
on this level. Eight principles derived from experience with the 
22-year-old Western Michigan reading program concerning teacher 
role, a student’s understanding of his reading ability, student re- 
sponsibility for reading improvement, setting up reading objectives, 
physical, psychological, and environmental factors which may affect 
reading, sequential and meaningful reading training, instructional 
procedures, and a student’s evaluation of his reading achievement 
are discussed. Heavy emphasis is placed on the importance of adapt- 
ing the program to each individual. A brief history of the Western 
Michigan program reveals the changes which have taken place from 
1944 to 1966. References are given. (LS) 
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The importance of the role of reading in a standard two-semes- 
ter freshman English course is emphasized in a discussion of the 
basic concepts, purposes, organization, research, and methodology 
of the college freshman English program. Included in the discussion 
are an examination of what entering freshmen should know to succeed 
in college English, a description of teacher role, some criticisms 
of courses currently offered in many colleges and universities, and 
some recommendations for course content, sequence, methods, and ma- 
terials in order to more effectively combine rhetoric and reading 
into a good freshman program. Pertinent findings from the Project 
English studies are reported. References are given. (LS) 
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A description of existing reading programs in junior colleges 
in Illinois including Lincoln Junior College is reported. A ques- 
tionnaire was sent to the deans of 37 junior colleges, of which 33 
responded. Nineteen junior colleges had at least one reading pro- 
gram on campus, 13 did not, and one offered a company specialist 
service. In most instances, the reading program was operated by 
the English department. The education of the teaching staff, sta- 
tus of enrolled students, type of reading program, materials, names 
of programs, and procedure for recording enrollment are included. 

The Lincoln Junior College students were characterized by goals and 
type of home community. Objectives of the program and the reading 
courses offered are included. The test used, students enrolled, 
and procedures are described. One reference and a list of materials 
are included. (BK) 
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Some common flaws in educational research design were analyzed 
on the basis of a study by Dr. Gerald Smith of 1,091 unsuccessful 
research proposals. The following inadequacies are discussed. \1) 
the lack of specificity in every aspect of the research design, (2) 
the non-delimited problem, (3) the lack of theoretical framework 
from which to approach the problem, (4) ihe l&ok of significance 
(usually over-simplification of a complex problem), (5) .the failure 
to examine thoroughly and critically previous research in the area, 

(6) the provincialism in the review of research (limited scope, geo- 
graphy, substance, and method), (7) the failure to include review 
of related research in the proposal, (8) the failure to include ob- 
jectives, hypotheses, and questions or inclusion of broad or vague 
statements of objectives, (9) inadequacies in sampling (incomplete- 
ness, lack of clarity in sampling plan, lack of well-defined popu- 
lation), (10) the failure to describe techniques and instruments to 
be used in the research, (ll) incomplete description of the statis- 
tical treatment of the data, (12) the use of unscientific language 
or overuse of technical or pseudo-technical language, and (13) 
control for the Hawthorne effect. Ten conclusions drawn from the 
analysis of research-design inadequacies concerning the area of edu- 
cational research are listed. This paper was presented to the Na- 
tional Reading Conference (Saint Petersburg, December 2, 1966). (LS) 
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An instructional bulletin for workshop use to assist teachers 
in developing thought-provoking questions is presented. Derived from 
Bloom's "Taxonomy of Educational Objectives" and "Classroom Ques- 
tions— What Kind," the publication illustrates the possible use of a 
taxonomy of questions in the classroom. Four sample lessons illus- 
trate examples of questions on the adult level, the primer level, 
and on the second- and sixth-grade levels wnich may be used during 
the initial reading of material, the directed rereading, or in the 
follow-up period. The lessons introduce questions in a sequential 
order of difficulty. Anticipated pupil responses are given. Refer- 
ences are included. (BK) 
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The fourth-grade reading programs in 285 public, parochial, 
and private Rhode Island schools were surveyed to identify the pol- 
icies, programs, materials, personnel, and environmental factors 
that affect primary grade reading instruction. State-testing-pro- 
gram scores were used to compare the effectiveness of 20 reading 
treatments. A questionnaire was distributed in March 1966 to gather 
information about (l) the primary-grade reading programs of the 
1965-66 fourth-grade classes, (2) current practices in the elemen- 
tary school reading program, and ( 3 ) the educational and profession- 
al needs of teachers who teach reading at the elementary level. 

Data from the questionnaire were used with state-testin g- program 
scores on the California Mental Maturity Test, the California Ele- 
mentary Achievement Test Battery, and the Scholastic Test Service 
Work-Study Skills Test to compare groups on the basis of kindergar- 
ten experience, kindergarten and/or grade 1 entrance age, readiness 
activities, basic reading approach, teacher-pupil relationship, or- 
ganization for reading, materials for basic instruction, basal read- 
ers, supplementary materials, consultant assistance, individual 
help, central library, number of books per child, classroom library, 
class size, socioeconomic level of community, educational-cultural 
background, and language background. An example of the question- 
naire, tables, and a glossary are included. (LS) 
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The paradoxes and promises of tomorrow’s reading instruction 
are projected and analyzed. Current and future developments in the 
areas of transportation, communication, chemistry, psychology, and 
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Practical suggestions for the clsssrocm teacher of reading are 
•sported 'ey participants of an institute on the application of lin- 
guistics to spelling and reading instruction- Chapter 1, ®Fhor.emics 
xd orthography in Heading Instruction,® traces significant relation- 
ships among phonemes, phonetics, phonics, orthography , a r -^ reading 
nsiruction- Chapter 2, ^Morphology in Heading list ruction,® is 
•.oncerned with structural analysis- Chapter 3? ®cymax in reading 
instruction, 0 is concerned with language units more coupler than 
he single word, and their relationships vith reading instruction- 
*haD' er 4j ®Dia!ectoiogy in heading Instruction,* 3 deals vith problems 
irising from the fact that language patterns vary iron area to area 
xd from cultural level to cultural level- Complicated terminology 
.s simplified for the creative teacher seeking to develop the child* s 
ackground in basic language patterns in his oral language in order 
o facilitate his beginning reading development- Emphasis is placed 
ipon helping the ;hiid feel comfortable vith the language he brings 
,o sci.ool, as veil as upon devising means of developing 1 anguage 
aiders tannings and appreciations to fit the classroom siiuation- 
mulicat-ions for and recommendations to the classroom teacher are 
iis cussed- Figures, charts, tables, and a bibliography of 4^ entries 
ire included - 
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Sources of information for responses to multiple-choice items 
3n reading comprehension tvsts and the effects of content words and 
function words in supplying information for the correct completion 
?f mult iple— choice items were studied in an experiment at Campbell 
Jollege - Paragraphs with accompanying mult iple— choice items ~ ample d 
iror reading tests listed in Euros Sixth Yearbook were selenteo as 
the test passages. Subjects were 147 sophomores enrolled in iniro- 
auctory psychology courses and were randomly assigned to seven treai- 
r.eni • involving the blacking out of (l) all of the reading passage, 
[2j ill nouns, verbs, and adjectives, (3) all function words, (4) 
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r.zr.e of the reading paragraph, *5) 10 percent of ?:jR nouns, verts, 
and adjectives, (b) 50 percent of the norms, verb, and adjectives, 
and (7) 90 percent of the norms, verls, and sdje^ives. A trend 
analysis of the effect of blacking-oii* is.creasing percentages of 
noims, verts, and adjectives and comparisons between treatments 1 
and 3 ar.d between treatments 3 and 4 *ere made In the discussion 
of results, it was concluded that reading comprehension lasts were 
highly dependent on examinee characteristics which often had little 
to do with the reading task being examined- Apparent reasons for 
this are proposed and analyzed- Tables and references are included - 
This speech appears in the 1967 proceedings of the American Psycho- 
logical Association, Division 15- (IS) 
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The cloze procedure was used to investigate the predictability 
of language materials and to examine the relationship of the written 
production of language and reading to structural and lexical con- 
structs. Fifty— six sophomores randomly selected from 152 students 
enrolled in introductory psychology courses at Campbell College were 
randomly assigned to two treatments — writing modality or reading 
modality. The writing modality group was instructed to produce 
written stories which were duplicated and presented to the reading 
modality group. Two cloze tasks, one omitting every fifth struc- 
tural unit and one deleting every fifth lexical unit, were prepared 
for the stories and presented to both groups 2 days after the ini- 
tial writing and reading of the stories. A two-way analysis of var- 
iance was made of the first 50 deletions in each paper according to 
structural— lexical deletions and reading— writing modalities- It was 
found that the producer— predictor could predict both structural and 
lexical deletions at about the same rate (85 percent). The reader- 
predictor could predict structural words as well as the producer, 
but could not predict lexical words. Theoretical implications are 
discussed- References and a table are included- The paper appears 
in the 1967 proceedings of the American Psychological Association, 
Division 15- (LS) 
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A 3-year experimental primary-grade reading program conducted 
with a 50 percent reduction of reading class size wa s evaluated in 
tie Riverside, California, unified school district for the years 
1962-1965. Test scores vers analyzed for 656 children in the ex- 
perimental group who had 2 or more years of experience in the ex- 
perimental program and for 602 children in the control group who 
had 1 year or less in the experimental program. The small-class 
program (an average of 15 students per class) was initialed in a 
stratified random sample of seven elementary schools the 1st year, 
with six schools added ike 2nd year and eight more added the 3rd 
year. Data gathered from the Metropolitan Readiness Tests in grade 
1, Metropolitan Achievement T^st in grades 2 and 3, the California 
Short Form Test of Mental Maturity in grade 2, and the School and 
Goliege Aptitude Test in grade 4 were analyzed according to experi- 
mental and control group readiness, intelligence, reading achieve- 
ment, and sex differences- The experimental group achieved signi- 
ficantly higher than the control group, according to the amount of 
time spent on the experimental program. Findings indicated that 
first grade instruction was most crucial and that boys benefited 
more from reduced class size than girls. Tables are included- (LS) 
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Arguments against formal!- reading list ruction in the kinder- 
garten were presented. After preliminary comments concerning the 
purpose and plan of the conference, the Mew Jersey State Board standards 
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for H££e»’ar&e&s vote discussed in ligrS of iheir criteria -or es 
iafelisfcmenl anfl their admirdlstraUcn. 7i~ »sse eras! ^ 

i,g instruction a pari of the fcir.2errar*er curriculum 
through an examination of the following researc- > pari icu_ar_^ ^ 
kin 9 s): the long range effect iv-.-.ss of readir :*sswt££<x*s ana 

oilier formalized readiness ins! ruzi ion, teaming’. - ..eory , ine F*-^ 
roses and goals of ike kindergarten, aid the views of ie ^ e ^ s °* 
rational repute i» the fields of reading, early rniidcood edacaticn, 
Inman development and learning, pedia*rics, neurology, J- 2 — P5j 

chiatry, and psychology - -i vas a „ fl 

who cone to kindergarten knowing he* io read or cesiring^ to a 
should not be prevented from doing so, research has not yet pro j 
ed evidence that early systematic reading anslrncii.cn ^ “ 

eraies reading achievement- _Trds paper was presented at Sntgers di- 
versity, March 23, 1966- {13; 
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Reading programs in the elementary grades in Manitoba, Canada, 
vere studied over a A-jear period to determine *fcai types of programs 
vere in effect end to make recommendations to improve ice ^eacki-ig 
of reading. Included in the import are (l) a survey of reading in 
Manitoba from 1946-1966, (2) a description of the content and devel- 
opment of the Manitoba Reading wtudy Questionnaire, (3) ^ ~ e S2 '^ n 
ofexperiments evaluating the “Phonetic Keys to Reading Urajj 
Publishing Company of Oklahoma) and the province-adopted Curricu- 
lum Foundation Series 1 - (Forties Edition, published by W. j. L-agej, 
and (4) some comments and recommendations on the teaching of read 
in^, including curriculum, teacher training, teaching techniques, 
max^ials , organization for teaching, supervision,, and teachers si^ 
parents. Ten°apx:cndixes are included: (l) the legislature resou- 

tion setting up the survey, (2) a list of briefs presented xo .he 
advisory board, (3) report of the Committee on rrimar y - . *® * . 
report and recommendations on various methods ox teaching in 
tota, (5) elementary curriculum seminar reports, (o) results o 
Manitoba Reading Study Questionnaire Survey, (7 and 8 ) reports on 
the "Phonetic Kevs -o Reading 11 experiments conducted by tee Winnipeg 



43 



rori Garry school divisions, (9) a primary language arts out- 
line, and (10) a bibliography of S3 sources for resent reading re- 
search- (L3) 
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In an effort to clarify the question of the value of ability 
grouping, the possible influence of level of reading group place- 
ment on primary students* enjoyment of reading and self-perception 
as readers was studied in three randomly— selected first—, second-, 
and third-grade classrooms in a Corvallis, Cregon, school located 
in a lower— middle to upper— middle socioeconomic area- Structured 
individual interviews were held with all pupils in the three classes 
in September, 1966 (IJ-^I) and January, 1967 (IJ=64) to determine (l) 
if primary children perceive the level of their reading group place- 
ment, (2) if accuracy of perception increases as children advance 
through the grades, (3) if accuracy of perception of placement is 
related i-o level, ( 4 ) if children in high reading groups report 
greater enjoyment of reading than children in low reading groups, 
and ( 5 ) if children who have accurately perceived their placement 
level repori more enjoyment of reading than those who over-estimate 
or under— estimate their placement- clear-cut evidence was found 
to support either proponents or opponents of ability grouping as 
the method of organizing for primary grade reading instruction, al- 
though certain trends in accuracy of perception of reading place- 
ment were noted- Tables and references are included- This paper 
was presented to the American Educational Research Association Con- 
ference (ifew York City, February 18, 1967)- (LS) 
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A study cy Tabor sr£ Glaser xhid tgu^jU sigh' vocabulary by 
the vanishing literal prompts method was replicated in an experi- 
ment with 14 pres cheni, kiTiCe r gartsr., and l>eginnij.g First-grade 
children- Materials used were eight- lover case color words print- 
ed cn 3 bj 5 cards- After pretests to identify color knowledge and 
confirm lack of word knowledge, each subject was individually given 
a training sequence cf nine trials leginning with the color words 
(ever) accompanied by feur radiating lines (prompts) v?J.cn vers the 
color named by ike word. The color prompts were reduced in eacn 
succeeding trial until 'rial nine, when the word was presented a— 
lone- Verbal reinforcements vers given ty the experimenter after 
correct responses by the subject- A post-test was given to deter- 
mine if the" subject had learned the word - Tabor and Glaser's find- 
ings were not corroborated in the analysis of results- It was round 
that the desired shift in stimulus control did not take place- Pos- 
sible reasons for the results are discussed- Individual testing 
situations are explained and behavior patterns examined- Two tables 
presenting the nine— trial vanishing schedule and a summary of the 
data for each subject are included- References are given- This 
caper vss presented at the American Educational Research Associa- 
tion Conference (JJew York, February 1967)- (bS) 
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A small samp le pilot project 'which demonstrated a treatment 
effectiveness and suggested future lines for research and develop- 
ment of parent training programs is described- The major hypothesis 
tested was that pupils 'whose parents were involved in a training 
program would show greater regressed gains in reading skills than 
pupils with parents not in training. In late spring, an invitation- 
al letter was sent to parents of children who would be in the third 
to sixth grades in two elementary schools and whose reading ability 
was 1 or more years below grade level- There were 13 experimentals 
and 16 controls in the final group- The California Reading Test 
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ai-3 fr,3 Gilmore Oral Resdirng Test sere aSmir-isierea to fee pupils 
as the ere- ar.d pcsl-tesis- Tee experimental parent group fes vauen 
ifcrcu-h the jarsnt-trainieg urogram- After the posi-besting oj. s — 
cuDilS in reading, the control group parents participated an ane _ 
training program- in reading comprehension, the control group gains 
create*- than experimental group gains. The parent training 
vr'ogrSn accounted for 16 percent of variance in oral reading accu- 
racy and for 25 percent of the variance in oral reading cemprehen 
sicn. Tables and scatter plots are included- The training program 
is described in the final report- (rK) 
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Verbal interaction between teachers and pupils when they are 
reading critically is reported. Sim hundred fifty-one children and 
24 ieaehers from seven elementary schools in Columrus, Ohio, served 
as subjects during the 9-month investigation- Twelve classes, vo 
at each of the six: elementary grade levels, were given training m 
crit ical reading while 12 classes were instructed in lit-era ,ure. 
Teacher Questions and student responses were the main aOcus o ~e 
study- An instrument was devised for observing verbal behavior. 
Eight categories of teacher questions were influenced by Bloom s ^ 
approach, and five pupil categories, representing levels of thougnt, 
were influenced by Guilford's structure. Teachers were informed 
of fori hcoming classroom observations which totaled six: in number 
and lasted for 25 minutes- Chi-square was used to analyze the data. 
The included results indicated that: (l) * here is a definite re_a 

tionship between teacher questions and quality of pupil responses. 




ins or teacners ana special j.i» um ui. — - --- 

fcal behavior, (4) limited grade level trends were discerniole m 
teachers' Questions, and (5) developmental trends in pupil responses 
were identifiable in the experimental group. Tables and t~e obser- 
vation directions are included - (^) 
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Des crip tors- -G ramma r, ’-Language Patterns, -Linguistics, = Heading 
Instruction, Linguistic Theory, rhonetus. Phonics, reading Develop— 
ment, rhetoric. Saint Petersburg, Spelling, Structural Analysis, 
Syntax, Transformation Theory (Language), Uniting - 

The usefulness of modern grammar, particularly of knowledge ^ ^ 
of language patterns, in facilitating reading efficiency is consid- 
ered in a discussion of the implications of structure in language 
for the teac hing of reading- The following topics are discussed: 

(1) the dual concept of meaning, (2) the four stages of language 
structure (sounds, phonetics and spelling, syntax or grammar and 
rhetoric or comoos if ion) , (3) phonics and the sound— meaning approach, 

(4) structural analysis and vocabulary, (5) awareness of structure 
?a rd reading ease, (8) modern writing vs- classical rhetoric, (7. 
traditional grammar vs- transformational or generative grammar, and 

(5) linguistic concepts. Sources for linguistic theory as applied 
to reading and linguistically based materials for classroom use are 
given- A four-page summary of modern grammar in outline formis 
included. This paper was to be presented at the national Heaoing 
Conference (Saint Petersburg, December 3, 1966). (LS) 
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Basic education programs for adults in 36 states were surveyed 
in the spring of 1966 to obtain information about location, length 
of time of operation, prior education and sex of enrollees, level 
of instruction provided, total enrollment, and materials used- Data 
from a two-page questionnaire completed by the directors of 367 lo- 
cal programs (a 71 percent return) were analyzed according to the 
age of programs to determine if older programs, established before 
the Title 118 funds were available, had characteristics which differ- 
ed from the more recently developed programs. Results of the da^a, 



presented in tabular form, are discussed and interpreted, and trends 
are noted- Additional study of the following is recommended: the 

growth rale of newly established programs, the trend toward more 
men in the literacy programs, the lack of instruction for illiter- 
ates offered in the various programs, and the teacher knowledge and 
use of materials pr imar ily designed for adults. Five tables are in- 
cluded. This paper was presented at the National Heading Conference 
(Saint Petersburg, December 1-3, 1966) . (LS) 
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Sons Factors to Be Considered in Conducting a College-Adult Head- 
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Factors considered crucial in conducting a college— adult read- 
ing program by the Western Michigan University reading staff are 
presented as a guide for the establishment of new reading programs 
on this level. Eight principles derived from experience with the 
22-year-old Western Michigan reading program concerning teacher 
role, a s Indent 1 s understanding of his reading ability, student re- 
sponsibility for reading improvement, setting up reading objectives, 
physical, psychological, and environmental factors which may affect 
reading, sequential and meaningful reading training, instructional 
procedures, and a student* s evaluation of his reading achievement 
are discussed. Heavy emphasis is placed on the importance of adapt- 
ing the program to each individual- A brief history of the Western 
Michigan program reveals the changes which have taken place from 
1944 to 1966. References are given- (LS) 
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Tee importance of the role of reading in a s’ar.dard ivo-semes- 
j^or freshman English co ur se is emphasized in a discussion of the 
basic concepts, purposes, organization, research, and methodology^ 
of the college freshman English program. Included in the discussion 
are an examination of vhai entering freshmen should know to succeed 
in college English, a description of teaser role, seme criticisms 
of courses currently offered in many colleges and universities, and 
some recommendations for course content, sequence, methods, and ma- 
terials in order to more effectively combine rhetoric and reading 
into a good freshman program. Pertinent findings from the Project 
English st ud ies are reported. References are given- (LS) 
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A description of existing reading programs in junior colleges 
in Illinois including Lincoln Junior College is reported. A ques- 
tionnaire was sent to the deans of 37 junior colleges, of which 33 
responded, nineteen junior colleges had at least one reading pro- 
gram on campus, 13 did not, and one offered a company specialist 
service . In most instances, the reading program was operated by 
the English department. The education of the teaching staff, sta- 
tus of enrolled students, type of reading program, materials, names 
of progr ams , and procedure for recording enrollment are included. 
The" Lincoln Junior College students were characterized by goals and 
type of home comm uni ty. Objectives of the program and the reading 
co ur ses offered are included. The test used, students enrolled,^ 
and procedures are described. One reference and a list of materials 
are included. (BK) 
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So r® common flaws in educational research design were analyzed 
on the basis of a study by Dr. Gerald Snath of 1,091 ^successful 
’research proposals. The following inadequacies are discussed. U) 
the lack of specificity in every aspect of the research design, (2) 
the non-delimited problem, (3) the lack oi theoretica- fra~evor. 
from which to approach the problem, (4) the lack ox si ^ 

(usually over-simplification of a complex proolem), (5) xhe fai-ure 
to e xamin e thoroughly and critically previous research in .he area, 
(6) the provincialism in the review of research (limited scope, geo 
graphy, substance, and method), (7) the failure to include review 
of related research in the proposal, (8) the ^allure to include 
jec lives, hypotheses, and Questions or inclusion of broad or vague 
statements of objectives, (9/ inadequacies in sampling (incomplete 
ness, lack of clarity in sampling plan, lack of well-dexined P°P U 
lat^o"), (10) the failure to describe techniques and instruments to 
be used in the research, (11) incomplete description of the statis- 
tical treatment of the data, (12) the use of unscientific language 
or overuse of technical or pseudo-technical language, and \L}) no 
control for the Hawthorne effect. Ten conclusions drawn irom the 
analysis of research-design inadequacies concerning uhe area Oi edu- 
cational research are listed. This paper was presented to .fee na- 
tional Heading Conference (Saint Petersburg, December 2, 1966). U~>) 
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An instructional bulletin for workshop use to assist teachers 
in developing thought-provoking questions is presented. Derive rom 
Bloom 1 s "Taxonomy of Educational Objectives" and "Classroom Ques- 
tions — What Kind,” the publication illustrates the possible use oi a 
taxonomy of questions in the classroom. Four sample lessons lllus 
trate examples of questions on the adult level, the primer ® ve * 
and on the second- and sixth-grade levels which may be used during 
the initial reading of material, the directed rereading, or m the 
follow-up period. The lessons introduce questions in a sequential 
order of difficulty. Anticipated pupil responses are given. Refer- 
ences are included. (BK) 
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The fourth-grade reading programs in 285 public, parochial, 
a nd private Rhode Island schools were surveyed io identify the pol- 
icies, programs, materials, personnel, and environmental factors 
that affect primary grade reading instruction- State -ie s t ing-pr o - 
gram scores vsre used to compare the effectiveness of 20 reading 
treatments - A questionnaire was distributed in March 1966 to gather 
information about (1) the primary-grade reading programs of the 
1965-66 fourth-grade classes, (2) current practices in the elemen- 
tary school reading program, and (3) the educational and profession- 
al needs of teachers who teach reading at the elementary level. 

Data from the questionnaire yere used with state-testing- program 
scores on the California Mental Maturity Test, the California Ele- 
mentary Achievement Test Battery, and the Scholastic Test Service 
Work-Study Skills Test to compare groups on the basis of kindergar- 
ten experience, kindergarten and/or grade 1 entrance age, readiness 
activities, basic reading approach, teacher-pupil relationship, or- 
ganization for reading, materials for bast c instruction, basal read- 
ers, supplementary materials, consultant assistance, individual 
help, central library, number of books per child, classroom library, 
class size, socioeconomic level of community, educational-cultural 
background, and language background- An example of the question- 
naire, tables, and a glossary are included. (LS) 
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The paradoxes and promises of tomorrow’s reading instruction 
are projected and analyzed. Current and future developments in the 
areas of transportation, communication, chemistry, psychology, and 
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medicine are discussed in light of the impact these innovations will 
make on society. The changes in education in general and in the 
teaching of reading in particular which might result from these new 
developments are discussed as they might affect school architecture, 
instructional organization, new methods and materials, and teaching 
reading to different age groups. Last, the impact of the trend to- 
ward nationalized, f actualized, computerized instruction is explored 
in a discussion of the pros and cons of national testing, the ef- 
fects of the technological revolution on reading instruction, the 
influence of big business on education, and the role of the reading 
teacher in a machine-oriented society. References are given. (LS) 
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A historical overview of 50 years of remedial reading is cate- 
gorized and discussed. The decade divisions are 1916-25, 1926-35 » 
1936-45, 1946-55, and 1956-65. The first decade was characterized 
by journal articles and the publication of several books. During 
the second decade batteries of tests were standardized for diagnos- 
ing reading difficulties. It was at, this time that reading clinics 
were founded. In the third decade, the International Reading Asso- 
ciation came into existence, the Orton Society was founded, and col- 
leges began to organize reading clinics. During the decade 1956-65, 
there was a shift in theory from psychodynamics toward physiologi- 
cal, neurological, and constitutional factors. A 62-item biblio- 
graphy is included. This paper was presented at the International 
Reading Association Conference (Seattle, May 3-6, 1967). (BK) 

82. ED Oil 831 RE 000 I46 

A Position Paper on the Teaching of Reading, Developmental and Cor- 
rective. 

By- Hodder, Velma And Others 

Nebraska State Dept, of Education, Lincoln 

Pub Date Dec 65 

EDRS Price MF-$0.50 HC-$5.70 112P. • 

Descriptors- * Developmental Reading, '^Elementary Grades, ^Reading 
Programs, "Remedial Reading, ^Secondary Schools, Corrective Reading, 

52 y 







Curriculum Guides, Lincoln, Reading Difficulty, Reading Instruction, 
Reading Materials, Reading Readiness, Reading Tests, Staff Role, 
Student Evaluation, Teaching Guides. 

The basic developmental reading program is reviewed as a foun- 
dation for sound remedial or corrective programs in a guide for the 
improvement of elementary and secondary reading in Nebraska schools. 
The presentation is developed around four topics i (l) developmental 
reading (children's growth characteristics and needs, instruction- 
al reading level, readiness, the role of the kindergarten, grouping, 
teaching a basic reading selection, suggestions for program improve- 
ment, and continuous evaluation), ( 2 ) the educational, physical, 
emotional, linguistic, and other causes of reading disabilities, (3) 
the establishment of a corrective reading program (selection of per- 
sonnel and students for special classes, diagnostic materials and 
procedures, organization of program, selection of materials, meth- 
ods, arrangement of reading center, evaluation of reading progress, 
and roles of teachers, administrators, special reading teachers, 
pupils, and parents), and (4) the challenge of a good reading pro- 
gram. Included in the appendixes are a partial listing of books, 
workbooks, games, magazines, kits, and audiovisual materials and 
equipment for retarded readers, an example of skills taught in a 
second reader (second level), and a bibliography of selected refer- 
ences for a professional reading shelf. (LS) 
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The nature, functions, and transitional stage of the Initial 
Teaching Alphabet ( I.T.A.) in beginning reading in the United States 
are discussed. The medium, I.T.A., was originally conceived as a 
transitional alphabet, of which spelling is an integral part. The 
medium is designed to rationalize the decoding process and at the 
same time provide a foundation for easy transition to traditional 
orthography (t.o.). Methods for using I.T.A. in teaching reading 
are the same as those used with t.o. in developing materials. Op- 
tions are to translate existent t.o., to produce new materials, or 
to develop materials attempting to utilize the advantages of the 
new medium. The new materials devised by Tanyzer and Mazurkiewicz 
contain discrete features which differentiate them from typical 
basal readers. Initial reading and writing activities, developing 
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and extending skills , and transition in reading, writing, and spell- 
ing are discussed. References are included. (BK) 
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Some ways children can turn to reading for information and 
enjoyment are discussed under the following seven headings: teach 

children to read easily and well, make books available on many lev- 
els and topics, promote books actively, read to children every day, 
have children share their reading, let children fill in a reading 
design, and read yourself. Examples of activities are included. 
Suggested book titles and references are provided. (BK) 
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A selected list of books to meet the needs of adults just learn 
ing to read is presented. The list is uneven and incomplete in many 
subject fields of known interest. Section 1 includes texts, work- 
books, and supplementary reading titles for the beginning reader 
at approximately grades 1-4 reading levels. Section 2 lists texts, 
workbooks, and supplementary recreational reading titles at the in- 
termediate reading level, approximately grades 5-7. Section 3 men- 
tions children's books which will not offend the adult reader in 
subject matter, textual presentation, or illustrations. It is re- 
commended, however, that children's books be eliminated from use as 
soon as possible. The search for suitable materials is a continuing 
project. (RH) 
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A study was conducted at Bishop College , Dallas , Texas , to ex- 
amine the reading needs of prospective elementary teachers. Scores 
on the Nelson Denny Reading Tests, Advanced Form A, on the Otis 
Quick Scoring Tests of Mental Ability, Gamma Form BM, and grade 
* point averages covering 4 years of college work were analyzed for 
29 Negro elementary student teachers. Approximately one third of 
the subjects were in the 30-40 age range, and two-thirds were less 
than 25 years old. Results indicated that the mean total grade e- 
quivalent on the Nelson Denny Reading Test for the sample group 
tested was sufficiently below that of the normative population to 
justify the elementary student teachers’ need for reading improve- 
ment. The correlation coefficients between scores was not signifi- 
cant enough to state that these student teachers read at levels com- 
mensurate with their IQ, or that their grade point averages were 
commensurate with their reading performance. Variables such as age, 
size of high school graduating class, and education and occupation 
of parents did not seem to influence the reading scores of the sub- 
jects. A similar study with 200 subjects equated on the basis of 
age and intelligence is planned. A review of related literature 
and references are included. This paper was presented at the Na- 
tional Reading Conference annual meeting (St. Petersburg, December 

1, 1966 ). (rh) 
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The uses of operant conditioning techniques in a college read 
ing and study skills center are discussed in relation to research 
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findings. Operant techniques were useful in gathering data on stu- 
dent behavior as well as in increasing the precision of the data 
gathered. The effect of these techniques on reading and handwrit- 
ing rate are discussed and case studies are presented. References 
and selected figures are included. This paper was presented at 
the National Reading Conference (St. Petersburg, December 1, 1966). 
(BK) 
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The problems connected with the elimination of illiteracy in 
the United States are discussed in an examination of adult liter- 
acy today. The effect which illiteracy has on the ability of the 
individual to acquire and retain a job is explained, as are the 
economic, physical, mental, emotional, and moral repercussions of 
illiteracy. Definitions of functional literacy and illiteracy are 
provided. Past efforts to raise literacy levels are reviewed — 
programs provided by the military during the war periods, by indi- 
vidual states (usually backed by insufficient funds), and by volun- 
teer groups of people. Current adult basic education programs re- 
sulting from the Economic Opportunity Act of 1964 are described, es- 
pecially those literacy problems still in existence. ( LS ) 
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The importance of adapting reading instruction to each child's 
needs is stressed in this handbook for teachers of remedial read- 
ing. Information is organized around six topics: (l) the nature 

of the reading process, (2) criteria for a good elementary reading 
program, (3) remedial readers, the symptoms arid causes (physical, 
intellectual, educational, emotional, and environmental), (4) prin- 
ciples and techniques of diagnosing remedial readers, both formal 
and informal procedures, (5) the remedial reading program, its basis, 
scope, objectives, and procedures, and (6) remedial reading in the 
total school with emphasis on reading in the content areas. Includ- 
ed in the appendixes are selected activities and exercises for teach- 
ing reading in the elementary schools, some criteria for the selec- 
tion and evaluation of reading materials, lists of teachers' books 
for use with remedial readers, addresses of publishers, essential 
reading materials for every classroom, and remedial reading work- 
books, supplies, audiovisual materials, supplementary readers, and 
enrichment series. Several additional reference lists, reading in- 
ventories and checklists, and a list of diagnostic reading tests 
are given. (LS) 
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A pilot junior high summer school program, partially funded 
by the U.S. Office of Economic Opportunity and designed to provide 
students from economically and culturally disadvantaged areas oppor- 
tunities for improving their skills in language arts (particularly 
reading) and arithmetic, was evaluated after its initiation in the 
Oakland, California, public schools in 1965 • The evaluation was 
based on questionnaire surveys of parents, staff members, and stu- 
dents and on pre- and post-project test data on the Metropolitan 
Reading and Arithmetic Tests, Intermediate Level, Forms AM and BM 
(word knowledge, computation, and problem solving and concepts) for 
the nearly 500 seventh, eighth, and ninth graders who completed the 
6-week program. All participating students had IQ's of 90 or more 
and were at least 12 months retarded in reading and arithmetic. A 
followup study of a representative 20-percent sample of the summer 
school students (all in grades 8 and 9) was made the following fall 
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to determine the residual effects of the program on attendance and 
attitude records, general achievement, reading achievement, and 
student self-rating as compared with other students and the previ- 
ous year of school. Tables, figures, and copies of the question- 
naires are included in the appendixes. (LS) 
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This sixth volume of research abstracts presents reports of 35 
research studies completed by candidates for the Master’s degree at 
the Cardinal Stritch College in 1964* Twenty-nine studies are con- 
cerned with reading, and six are concerned with the education of 
the -mentally handicapped. Of the reading studies, five pertain to 
the junior high level and investigate methods of teaching spelling, 
the effectiveness of the n SQ3R u method, and the ability of school 
magazines to stimulate critical thinking. Six theses present eval- 
uations of integrated programs for teaching language arts, and six 
represent studies of the effects of directed reading as a teaching 
method in the content fields. Other areas investigated are rein- 
forcing reading lessons with filmstrips, listening programs, paren- 
tal attitudes toward reading propaganda, teaching virtue through 
stories, evaluative studies of various reading programs, and the 
readability of religious texts for grades 1 and 2. Studies related 
to the mentally handicapped report on parental attitudes, te&cher 
training programs, provisions for slow learners in Illinois, special 
education needs in Rockville Center, New fork, language development 
in Mongoloid children, and some applications of the Mooney Problem 
Checklist to the guidance of slow learning students. A subject in- 
dex is provided. (RH) 
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nition. 

Fifteen research studies in child development are surveyed. 
Particular emphasis is given to Feldman who recommends a "code- 
first ,f program for beginning reading. The term "code" refers to 
the letter symbols representing the characteristic speech sounds 
of English. Some of the problems in perception and the implications 
for kindergarten perception training programs are considered on the 
basis of this "code-first" approach. Specific suggestions for ac- 
tivities which would develop a child.' s auditory perception are de- 
scribed. The role of language in the development of perceptual 
activity is also discussed, and studies of how the child acquires 
syntax are reviewed. (RH) 
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The spellings of all monosyllabic words in the core vocabu- 
lary of American English were analyzed to determine the degree of 
correspondence between a phoneme and a single graphemic representa- 
tion in this set of words. A phonemic classification was devised, 
and computer technology was used to analyze the phoneme -grapheme 
correspondence of these words in two ways: (l) the spelling of a 

given phoneme any place in monosyllabic words and (2) the spelling 
of a given phoneme in initial, medial, and final position in mono- 
syllabic words. Spellings of each phoneme were rank-ordered to 
determine the odds that a given phoneme would be represented by a 
particular graphic symbol at least 80 percent of the time in the 
words studied. The phonemes largely responsible for the orthogra- 
phy's failure to approximate the alphabetic principle in monosylla- 
bic words are the long vowel phonemes and certain diphthongs. Knowl- 
edge of consonant and short vowel phonemes can help children under- 
stand the nature of orthography and apply this knowledge to spell- 
ing. Although educational implications are suggested, the study is 
fundamentally a description of the alphabetic nature of the ortho- 
graphy of American-English words. This paper was presented at the 
International Reading Association Conference (Seattle, May 1961). 

(RH) 
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Fourteen Master’s theses on reading and four on the education 
of the mentally handicapped completed at the Cardinal Stritch Col- 
lege, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in 1966 are summarized in Volume 8 in 
a series of research abstracts. The reading studies — dealing with 
kindergarten, elementary, secondary, and adult students — are focus- 
ed on readiness testing and readiness programs, reading achievement, 
reading instruction, student interests, teacher reading habits and 
interests, reading curriculum, ability grouping, critical thinking, 
standardized reading tests, and self-concepts. Special arithmetic 
teaching methods, sex differences according to different Wechsler 
IQ levels, the effects of home environment on mental age and achieve- 
ment, and teacher attitudes are studied in the theses concerning the 
mentally handicapped. A cumulative subject index for the abstract 
series is included. (LS) 
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Fifteen Master’s theses on reading and 13 on the education 
of the mentally handicapped, completed at the Cardinal Stritch Col- 
lege, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, in 1965 are summarized in Volume 7 in 
a series of research abstracts. The reading studies — dealing with 
kindergarten, elementary, secondary, and college students — are fo- 
cused on bibliotherapy, reading skills, individual differences, 
reading habits of parents, ability grouping, reading achievement, 
student and teacher attitudes, the teaching of reading, curriculum, 



95. ED 012 222 

Research Abstracts, Volume VII. 

By- Colette, Sister M. 

Cardinal Stritch Coll., Milwaukee, Wis. 

EDRS Price MF-|0.50 IIC-$4.90 96P. 



o 



60 



reading and language skills, reading clinics, reading programs, read- 
ing teachers, and vocabulary development. The studies on the men- 
tally handicapped are concerned with adjustment, and institutions, 
social training, vocabulary, vocation rehabilitation, teaching ma- 
terials, and parents of mentally handicapped children. A cumulative 
subject index for the abstract series is included. (LS) 
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. > 

Aspects of neurological research are presented under the topics 
of neurological growth and development, cerebral dominance, "split- 
brain” syndrome, and sequencing. The first two areas indicate that 
assessment of a child’s neurological development must take into 
account variation of rate and degree of development, and that the 
significance of abnormal neurological signs in a child with reading 
disability must be compared with the frequency in a "normal” popu- 
lation. The last two areas Indicate the complexity of cerebral 
dominance and that sequencing as a stage of development may contri- 
bute to an understanding of reading. (BK) 
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The content of the visual-language reading series which capi- 
talizes on the copy machine, overhead projector, and transparencies 
is examined. The rationale is built around the minimizing of ini- 
tial difficulties in learning to read, controlling the early forma- 
tion of desired reading and word-attack habits, meeting a wide range 
of individual differences, and heightening the teacher's effective- 
ness and position. Initial difficulties are minimized by 1 to 1 
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letter sound relationships, extensive reinforcement of those rela- 
tionships, introduction of sight words most likely to be met in sup- 
plementary material, and building of a more extensive sight voca- 
bulary than is usual. Desired reading habits are controlled by 
providing for a strong left to right orientation. Individual dif- 
ferences are provided for by a fusing of visual, linguistic, pro- 
gramed, auditory, and contextual methods. The teacher saves time 
in material preparation, students’ attention is controlled, and eye 
contact is maintained with the class. This paper was to be deliv- 
ered at the International Reading Association (May 4> 1967). (BK) 
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The work of certain psychologists which may have bearing upon 
the field of reading, particularly in cognition and development, 
is surveyed and possible applications of psychology to reading are 
suggested. A well formulated psychology of reading and an adequate 
theory of reading have not been developed. Instead, reading spe- 
cialists have tended to select various psychological positions to 
support certain of their own practices and beliefs. Psychology may 
provide the impetus for developing a theory of reading which may in 
turn allow for more precise research in the field. This paper was 
delivered at the International Reading Association convention "(Se- 
attle, May 1967). (RH) 
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A language-experience program including spelling, listening, 
reading, writing, and speaking is discussed. The teacher helps 
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each child become increasingly sensitive to his environment and suc- 
ceed through a variety of language experiences. Twenty language 
experiences are grouped into three categories to aid the teacher 
in selecting appropriate activities. These are extending experience 
to include words, studying the English language, and relating ideas 
of authors to personal experience. Activities adapted to large 
groups, small groups, and individual work are listed. Twelve ad- 
vantages of a language -experience approach are included. (BK) 
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A variety of arrangements, activities, and grouping possibil- 
ities within the classroom using the Individualized Reading Pro- 
gram (IRP) are presented. Several misconceptions about the Indi- 
vidualized Reading 'Program are mentioned, especially the notion 
that class subgroups are not permissible within the IRP structure 
and that the teacher-pupil conference is the only kind of interac- 
tion between teacher and pupil in this method of instruction. It 
is stressed that classroom organization must facilitate teaching 
and be flexible, and that quiet, independent work habits must be 
taught. The following possibilities for classroom organization are 
discussed: (l) teacher to total class which includes class con- 

ference following silent reading time and book sharing by one pupil 
with total class, (2) subgrouping within the total class according 
to reading levels, activities, particular skills to be taught, or 
types of books read, and (3) the teacher-pupil conference. This 
address was presented at the annual convention of the Internation- 
al Reading Association (12th, May 5 , ““1967). (RH) 
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Teaching Alphabet, Language Enrichment, Mentally Handicapped, Minne- 
apolis, Parent Influence, Parent Responsibility, Phonics, Programed 
Instruction, Reading Readiness, Remedial Instruction. 

Thi f c ° m P ilation of reports, discussions, and reviews of spe- 
cific methods of teaching reading in the elementary grades includes 
a description of the reading program in Minneapolis. The methods 
included in the report are the phonic-first method, the use of basal 
readers, the linguistic approach, the Initial Teaching Alphabet, 
the language-experience approach, the programed reading approach, 
and individuelized reading. Other topics covered include reading 
readiness, parent readiness, and teaching the culturally disadvan- ' 
aged, the mentally retarded, the brain-injured, and the gifted child. 
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. d / r i on S itu dinal study was conducted to evaluate the "Early- 

to-Read j/t/a Program." Thirty-four pupils randomly assigned to 
one first grade were taught using the "Eariy-to-Read i/t/a Series," 
and 26 pupils randomly assigned to another first grade were taught 
using the Oinn Basic Readers" and traditional orthography (to). A 
subcontrol group of 86 pupils was selected randomly from the remain- 
ing first grades and received only initial readiness testing and 

!? g aohia J' ement testing at the end of grades 1 and 2. Tests 
administered were the prereading test accompanying the Sheldon Read- 
ing Series, a letter knowledge test of the alphabet, the Wechsler In- 
teHigence Scale for Children (WISC), the Gray Oral Reading Test, 
the Standard Reading Inventory, and the Stanford Achievement Tests. 
There were no differences among the groups in readiness to read. 

ere was no significant difference in overall reading achievement 
between the experimental and main control group at the end of first 
or second grade when the reading was done in to. There were fairly 
differences between both the experimental and subcontrol 
g ps, and between the control and subcontrol groups on mosl measures 
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of reading achievement at the end of first, and second grades. The 
experimental group consistently achieved the highest scores, and 
the subcontrol group consistently achieved lowest scores. These 
and other results seemed to indicate that good teaching under tra- 
ditional orthography was preferable to changing the alphabet. (BK) 
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An instructional bulletin to assist teachers of the educable 
mentally retarded child in the development of reading skills was 
prepared for the Los Angeles City elementary schools. The bulletin 
is divided into four sections which include an introduction, a dis- 
cussion of the developmental sequence necessary for effective read- 
ing instruction, suggestions for stimulating the development of those 
factors, and some procedures for effective reading instruction. An 
appendix presents activities for developing sensory perception and 
discrimination, for practicing the skills developed in specific 
reading lessons, and for independent practice or drill. (BK) 
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Before selecting materials to teach reading, a set of consis- 
tent and appropriate criteria must be devised and used to objective- 
ly analyze available materials. A knowledge of tb,e children, teach- 
ers, and objectives and pattern of the reading program in the school 
system aids the determination of the criteria. Judgment must then 
be used in selection because materials will rarely fit all the cho- 
sen criteria, and priority must be given to some of them. There 
are little known criteria which should be considered: (l) a pro- 

vision for controlling grapheme -phoneme correspondence, (2) recognition 
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of dialect differences, and (3) an attempt to stimulate children to 
read widely outside of school. Contradictory criteria which should 
be avoided include: (l) gaining meaning versus learning grapheme- 

phoneme relationship and (2) controlled vocabulary versus literary 
quality. (RH) 
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A first-grade listening skills program was designed to be taught 
as an integral part of the language arts program and to improve a- 
chievement in listening and reading. The components and guidelines 
for the experiment are specified. Thirty-three classrooms in 22 
elementary schools in San Diego County participated. The treatment 
groups were a traditional approach and an experience approach. With- 
in each treatment group 40 structured or unstructured literature 
listening lessons of 20 minutes each were taught. A post- test only 
control design was utilized. Analysis of variance was used to ana- 
lyze the data. The Pintner-Cunningham Primary Intelligence Test, 
the Stanford Achievement Test, and the Wright Listening Comprehen- 
sion Test were administered. Teachers evaluated the lesson plans. 

The structured program within the traditional group caused a signi- 
ficant difference in all listening and reading achievement for boys, 
tied only in listening vocabulary for girls* The structured program 
»<*.. in the language experience group significantly affected total lis- 
tening achievement and reading vocabulary for both boys and girls. 
Other results, conclusions, recommendations, limitations, appendixes, 
tables, figures, and a bibliography are included. (BK) 
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A doctoral study of the opinions of 700 students in six Califor- 
nia community colleges concerning the ideal study environment was 
replicated by the Study Skills Center of Loyola University of Los 
Angeles in 1966-67 as part of an evaluation of student study habits 
and attitudes. In this interim report, the responses of 109 non- 
resident and 105 resident male freshmen to the 27 items of the 100- 
item opinionnaire (used in both studies), dealing with seven study 
space problems, were analyzed. Student preferences for the follow- 
ing items were discussed: (l) decor in study area, (2) type of furni- 

ture most suitable for studying, (3) accessibility of study materi- 
als, ( 4 ) smoking privileges, ( 5 ) size of room or study area, (6) a- 
mount of privacy needed, and (7) best time of day for studying. 

Five tentative recommendations for the university administration, 
based on the freshman data, are listed. Complete data for all four 
undergraduate classes and final recommendations will be published 
at a later date. References are given. (LS) ' 
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The cloze readability procedure was examined to determine its 
utility as a device for evaluating the effectiveness of instruction- 
al programs. The possibility of developing a method, which incor- 
porates the cloze procedure, for making criterion reference tests 
over verbally presented instruction was also investigated. A dis- 
cussion of cloze research, tables, a procedure for using the cloze 
test and interpreting and reporting cloze scores, and a bibliogra- 
phy are included. (BK) 
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The comparative validity of the Lee-Clark Reading Readiness 
Test and the California Test of Mental Maturity (CTMM) for predict- 
ing grade 1 reading success was studied. All entering first-grade 
pupils in two elementary schools in a low-middle-class community 
were administered both tests during the first 3 weeks of school. 
Performances on these tests were correlated with scores on the Lee- 
Clark Reading Test, Primer (Form A), and teacher marks near the end 
of the school year. The readiness test did at least as well in pre- 
dicting first-grade performance as the CTMM. This finding is con- 
sistent with other investigations which have compared readiness 
tests with intelligence tests for predicting grade 1 reading suc- 
cess. A table and references are included. This paper was present- 
ed at the American Educational Research Association meeting (New 
York City, February 1967). (H) 
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In a study to determine the effect of attitudes on learning, 
the literal and interpretative comprehension abilities of inter- 
mediate grade children on thematically based reading selections 
were compared with their attitudes toward that material. Three of 
the most common reading themes inherent in children's stories were 
determined by a panel of graduate students, university professors, 
and the investigators which conducted a survey of the literature. 

At each grade level, three stories were selected for each theme. 
Subjects were 285 children in grades 4> 5, and 6 in Albemarle Coun- 
ty, Virginia. Each child read nine stories. An attitude inventory 
was constructed for each theme using procedures recommended by Thur- 
stone. For each story, comprehension tests of 10 literal and 10 
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interpretative questions were administered. An analysis of the data 
led to the following conclusions. The importance of attitudes in 
improving comprehension was questionable when different variables 
were controlled. Attitudes appeared not to function appreciably 
in intermediate grades and to function differently for literal and 
interpretative comprehension. Literal and interpretative compre- 
hension were differentially affected by sex. Relationships between 
attitude and comprehension were unaffected by race or socioeconomic 
status. Tables and a bibliography are included. (EH) 
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tion, Residential Programs, Summer Programs, Test Results, Upward 
Bound Project. 

A New York City program to identify disadvantaged youth with 
undiscovered college potential at the end of ninth grade, to improve 
their motivation and achievement in school work, to develop their 
expectations for college entrance, and to improve their chances for 
success in college, is described. During the spring of 1965 > 579 
disadvantaged boys and girls we re selected on the basis of earlier 
school performance, severe socioeconomic handicaps, standardized 
test performance, and counselor and teacher recommendations. An 
experimental group of 145 students randomly chosen from the group 
was given a special 8-week, in-residence summer program on the Co- 
lumbia University campus— an Upward Bound pilot project designed 
to overcome educational deficiencies, develop improved attitudes 
toward learning, and develop more effective study habits. This 
was followed by a special school-year program given in five high 
school development centers, including tutorial services, curriculum 
guidance, a cultural program, remedial work, block- time classes, 
and individualized instruction. The control group of 424 students 
was exposed only to the special school-year program. At the end 
of the school year, the two groups were compared for grades, Regents 
Examination scores, attendance, and dropouts. The experimental 
group showed a slight advantage. Further results and recommenda- 
tions are given. Tables and references are included. This paper 
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was presented at the American Educational Research Association meet- 
ing (New York City, February 18, 1967). (LS) 
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The differences among children in their use of specific mo- 
dalities for learning and the necessary establishment of perceptual 
bases for conceptual learning are discussed. A model is presented 
which emphasizes the modality-bound nature of input and output, and 
elaborates the hierarchial but interrelated nature of the matura- 
tion and development of the nerual system. The importance of the 
distinction of modality learning lies in the direction for assist- 
ing underachievers. The effect upon reading achievement is discuss- 
ed. References are included. This paper was prepared for presenta- 
tion at the International Reading Association annual convention 
(12th, Seattle, May 4-6, 1967). (BK) 
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The view that reading is a rote, automatic, conditioned, non- 
meaningful process which precedes (thus is separable from) compre- 
hension is corroborated in a two-part investigation. In Part I, 
evidence is presented to support the position that reading is a 
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nonmeaningful process. In Part XI, a study of the efficacy of an 
auditory approach to first-grade reading compared to a visual ap- 
proach is reported. Eight above-average kindergarten classes in 
the Highland Park, Illinois, school system v/ere given the Detroit 
Group Intelligence Scale and the Metropolitan Reading Readiness Test. 
Four of the classes were assigned to heterogeneous classes taught 
by either the auditory (Lippincott’s series) or the visual (Scott- 
Foresman series) method. The other students were labeled auditory 
or visual subjects on the basis of scores on the Illinois Test of 
Psycholinguistic Abilities and were placed in four treatment class- 
es. At the end of the first grade, the Gates Primary Word Recogni- 
tion and Paragraph Reading Tests and a spelling test were adminis- 
tered to all classes. Results were compared for (l) auditory and 
visual methods in the nonplacement classes, (2) auditory and visual 
methods with auditory and visual subjects, and (3) good and poor 
readers from placement classes. The auditory method was found to 
be vastly superior to the visual method for both reading and spell- 
ing. Tables, profiles, and references are included. This paper 
was published as a "Curriculum Bulletin," Volume 23, Number 278, 

May 1967, and is also available from the School of Education, Uni- 
versity of. Oregon, Eugene, Oregon 97403, for $0.60. (LS) 
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A review of recent investigations into the effectiveness of 
programed instruction in reading and a consideration of teacher and 
student attitudes toward this method of instruction are presented. 
The various approaches to programed instruction described include 
the Buchanan Program Reading Series, the talking typewriter, teach- 
ing machines (phonics or whole word approach), programed tutoring 
(including both a teacher and a machine), computer-assisted instruc- 
tion, tapes which teach reading skills ranging from readiness to 
third grade, and the "Aud-X, " a device which displays words as well 
as reads them to the child. Evidence shows that programed instruc- 
tion, along with computer-assisted instruction and talking typewrit- 
ers, can teach beginning reading, but there is no proof that they 
can teach reading any better than regular classroom teaching or 
human tutoring. In the only well controlled study, that made by 
Robert Ruddell at the University of California, programed learning 
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and basal texts came out even. Tables and a bibliography are in- 
cluded. This paper was presented at the International Reading Asso- 
ciation annual convention (12th, Seattle, May 4-5> 1967). (RH) 
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The nature of comprehension is defined and clarified. The lit- 
erature is surveyed to show that the development of concepts is 
important in intellectual activities. It is pointed out that con- 
cepts are built from percepts, images, sensation, and memories, and 
that the steps which are employed as concepts are built and refined 
and include perceiving, abstracting, and forming generalizations. 

A model including perception, apperception, abstraction, appraisal, 
ideation, and application is presented to explain the intellectual 
processes. References are included. This paper was presented at 
the Annual Conference and Course on Reading (22nd, University of 
Pittsburgh, July 5-15> 1966), and published in a report of that 
meeting, "Progress and Promise in Reading Instruction," by the School 
of Education, University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
15213. (BK) 
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Associate Learning, Pittsburgh, Reading Achievement, Reading Com- 
prehension. 

Data from five areas of behavioral research which have rele- 
vance to the teaching of reading are reviewed in an effort to indi- 
cate how this relatively new type of research (l) applies basic 



scientific techniques to practical learning situations, (2) helps 
bridge the gap between learning theory and practical applications, 
(3) represents an interdisciplinary at/ tack on educational problems, 
and (4) encompasses the essential task of educators, behavioral 
change. The findings from 21 research studies and their implica- 
tions for reading are reported for the following topics: (l) elec- 

tronomyographic studies of subvocal mechanism and mental or brain 
neural activity which is not visible to the naked eye (emphasis on 
silent speech and neural response), (2) the application of operant 
conditioning and reinforcement principles to the reading behaviors 
of individuals, (3) the behavior of the eyes during reading, (4) 
paired associate learning situations (verbal associations in the 
reading process), and ( 5 ) the effect of drugs on mental behaviors, 
and reading and related behaviors. A brief history of the develop- 
ment of behaviorism and neo behaviorism is given. References are 
given. This paper was presented at the Annual Conference and Course 
on Reading (22nd, University of Pittsburgh, July 5-15 » 1966), and 
published in a report of that meeting, "Progress and Promise in 
Reading Instruction," by the School of Education, University of 
Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15213- (LS) 
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Selected research on the problem of instructional flexibility 
is surveyed and discussed. Broad topics of discussion are depart- 
mentalization, homogeneous sectioning, interclass ability section- 
ing, the extent of variability in reading development, and practices 
that may increase flexibility. Among those practices to increase 
flexibility are team teaching, nongraded, multiage sectioning, and 
the continuous progress plan. Criteria for evaluating organization- 
al patterns are listed. It is pointed out that school organization 
plans free teachers to provide adequately for differences. A biblio- 
graphy is included. This paper was presented at the Annual Confer- 
ence and Course on Reading (22nd, University of Pittsburgh, July 
5-15, 1966), and published in a report of that meeting, "Progress 
and Promise in Reading Instruction," by the School of Education, 
University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15213* (BK) 
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Montessori Approach, O.K. Moore, Pittsburgh, Preschool Teachers. 

Three aspects of programs and procedures for the preschool child 
are discussed: growth in communicating, operational preschool pro- 

grams, and some specific experiences teachers can provide. The 
effects of social setting, environment, and adult example on growth 
in communication are described. Operational preschool programs — 
the Denver Program, Montessori Approach, Responsive Environment 
Techniques Project, and Operation Headstart — are outlined briefly. 

The experiences preschool teachers can provide are categorized as 
free-play activity, structured group experiences, independent-direct- 
ed activities, and teacher-child language experiences. References 
are clued. This paper was presented at the Annual Conference and 
Course on Reading (22nd, University of Pittsburgh, July 5-15, 1966), 
and published in a report of that meeting, "Progress and Promise 
in Reading Instruction," by the School of Education, University of 
Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15213* (BK) 
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A study of the effects of attending an 8-week Headstart pro- 
gram during the summer prior to the first grade on the first-grade 
reading achievement of 152 pupils in Scott County, Kentucky, indi- 
cated a need for a classroom continuation of the experience approach 
in reading methods. At the opening of the school year, the Head- 
start pupils were mixed in 15 first-grade rooms. Some teachers used 
a synthetic and some an analytic approach to reading. The Metropolitan 



Readiness Test was given in October, the California Test of Mental 
Ability in December, and the Stanford Achievement Test in May. Oc- 
cupations of parents were categorized by use of the Socioeconomic 
Scale of Occupations devised by A. M. Edwards. A straight and un- 
equated comparison of the reading scores of the two groups revealed 
no significant difference in achievement. Evidently, the Headstart 
program achieved success in preparing children for academic learn- 
ing. Some radical approach to teaching reading to children whose 
normal dialect is nonstandard English is needed. Substantial fur- 
ther experimentation and study are necessary for Headstart to achieve 
its full promise. Correlations on five variables substantiate the 
study. A summary of findings is included and references are given. 
This paper was presented at the International Reading Association 
annual convention (12th, Seattle, May 4-6, 1967). (BK) 
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The effectiveness of the individualized reading program of Co- 
operative Research Project-2673 was evaluated. The study repeated 
** the program in many of the original classes and extended the method 
to new first-grade classes. The achievement of these classes was 
compared with that of first grades taught by the basal reader meth- 
od. The study continued the individualized method through second 
grade for those pupils who had received instruction by this method 
in the first-grade study. The achievement of these classes was com- 
pared with that of second-grade classes taught by the basal reader 
program. New teachers attended a preschool workshop. For the test 
period of HO days, the individualized program used the Speech- to- 
Print— Phonics Program while the basal program utilized the Scott- 
Fore sman Series. Pre-, medial-, and post-tests were administered 
to the first and second graders. A multivariate analysis of covar- 
iance was used to analyze the data. First graders with preschool 
experience performed better than those with no preschool experience 
in readiness skills. The preinstructional achievement of the in- 
dividualized second-grade classes was superior to that of the basal 
classes. Sex differences were found on some of post-test measures. 




The individualized second-grade groups scored significantly higher 
on all post-test measures, except on two arithmetic tests. Addition- 
al results, conclusions, and references are included. (BK) 
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The effects of two instructional approaches, the coordinated, 
basal language arts approach and the integrated experience approach 
to communication, on pupils’ language development were examined. Ap- 
proximately 600 first-grade students were assigned randomly to the 
two approaches. Approximately 500 pupils comprised the final, total 
pupil population at the close of the school term. Readiness, in-, 
telligence , and achievement tests were administered. Additional in- 
formation concerning the teachers, pupils, school, and community, 
was secured. Inservice meetings were scheduled for all 24 partici- 
pating first-grade teachers. Data were analyzed by multivariate and 
univariate analysis of variance. Pupils in the integrated exper- 
ience approach had higher mean scores on the word meaning, paragraph 
meaning, vocabulary, and word study sections of the Stanford Achieve- 
ment Test. Pupils in the higher socioeconomic level had higher mean 
scores than those in the lower and middle socioeconomic levels. 

Girls had higher mean scores than boys on the word meaning, para- 
graph meaning, spelling, and word study sections of the Stanford 
Achievement Test. Differences were evident between pupils at mental 
age levels on all subsections of the Stanford Test. Additional re- 
sults and conclusions, recommendations, a bibliography, and appen- 
dixes are included. (BK) 
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Grant 0EG-5-10-050 

Some views on the role of linguistic science in the design of 
reading materials and the teaching of primary reading are contrast- 
ed. Four areas of linguistic study relevant to reading are examin- 
ed briefly: (l) the structure of the speech system, (2) the struc- 

ture of the graphic system, (3) the relationship of graphology to 
phonology, and (4) the comparative syntax of spoken and written 
English. Some classical arguments as to the relationship of lin- 
guistic description and psychological function are reexamined in 
terms of problems in design of an initial reading curriculum. The 
adaptation of the curriculum to the individual learning character- 
istics of the student participants was viewed as a central problem 
of education and of computer-assisted instruction (CAI) particu- 
larly. The Stanford Curriculum in CAI in beginning reading is based 
on the following seven psycholinguistic tenets: (l) teaching spell- 

ing and reading independently, (2) initiating reading with a decod- 
ing stage, (3) associating sight to sound between letter patterns 
and vocalic center groups (VCG), (4) scaling the difficulty of the 
VCG units for presentation, (5) presenting graphic patterns as mem- 
bers of a rhyme and alliteration set in a matix format, (6) pre- 
senting word items in various contexts, emphasizing the morphologi- 
cal, syntactic, and semantic functions, and (7) presenting words 
in various contexts in which pronunciation, grammar, and meaning 
convey the writer’s intent. These tenets are discussed in terms 
of contemporary pedagogical opinion, related empirical research, 
experimental investigations by the Stanford group, and practical 
consequences in curriculum materials. A bibliography and a table 
are given. (BK) 
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Two pilot studies of the relationship between parent charac- 
teristics and the reading achievement of their children are report- 
ed. The first study compared the behavior of mothers of high and 
low verbal girls in two semistructured interaction situations. Ten 
high verbal and 10 low verbal girls were selected for study on the 
basis of scores on the Gates Reading Survey and on the Lorge-Thorn- 
dike Intelligence Test. One-tailed t tests were used to ana- 
lyze the data. Mothers of high verbal girls exhibited more posi- 
tive scores on social-emotional reactions and total warmth. The 
purposes of the second study were to show the effect of a parent 
training program on silent and oral reading and to correlate mothers’ 
attitudes with silent and oral reading. Subjects were 13 experi- 
mental and 16 control students in grades 3 to 6. Pupil pre- and 
post-measures were the California Test and the Gilmore Oral Reading 
Test* ^ The parent measure was the Parental Attitude Research Instru- 
ment 1 . Fourteen weekly sessions were held with experimental parents. 
Mean scores, difference scores, and t tests were used to analyze 
the data. The treatment had a greater effect on oral than on silent 
reading. Positive attitudes toward child rearing correlated signi- 
ficantly with silent reading comprehension. A description of the 
parent training program, three appendixes, and a bibliography are 
included. (BK) 
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Cooperative Research Project-2698 was extended to the second- 
grade level in order to develop and measure the effects of individ- 
ual or small-group instruction for low-scoring second graders in 
reading, of lessons adapted to the needs of the low group, and of 
inservice training of teachers. Second graders who received total 
Metropolitan Achievement raw scores of 65 or below and who had a 
Lorge-Thorndike Intelligence score of 80 or higher participated. 

Data were collected on 203 pupils. Three methods were compared. 

These were (l) a basal approach using both text and manual (BR), 

(2) basal approach using text, manual, and inservice training (BRIT), 
and (3) basal approach using special lessons, basal text, and in- 
service training (SBRIT) . The latter was subdivided into two groups. 
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The experimental group received additional training from special 
reading teachers while the control group did not. There were 16 
dependent variables. Subjective data were obtained from teachers. 
Statistical analyses included f and b tests. The SBRIT-E group had 
higher reading achievement scores than any other group. No method 
was significantly superior to SBRIT-G group. The achievement of 
low pupils whose teachers had inservice training was not superior 
to that of pupils whose teachers did not. Other results, conclu- 
sions, a bibliography, and five appendixes are included. (BK) 
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A sampling of secondary school reading programs described in 
the professional literature is reviewed. Both senior and junior 
high school programs, are included. Five major questions are con- 
sidered: (l) how do secondary reading programs begin, (2) what 

students are included, ( 3 ) how should programs be scheduled into 
the curriculum, ( 4 ) who is responsible for secondary reading instruc 
tion, and (5) what are the characteristics of present programs. In 
the articles reviewed, four types of reading programs were describ- 
ed. The remedial program was the most common. A brief history of 
the movement for secondary school reading programs is given. The 
future importance of the remedial program, especially in relation 
to the dropout problem, is discussed. A 114-item bibliography is 
included. (RH) 
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A .,? UJnulative edition > containing two "Information Briefs" and 
three Newsletters," of the 1st year's publications of ERIC/CRIER 
is presented. The Education Resources Information Center/Clearing- 
house on the Retrieval of Information and Evaluation in Reading is 
a joint project between the International Reading Association and 
?no™\ a Universit y in cooperation with the U.S. Office of Education 
A /n J52 n ma J? topics discussed are the organization and goals 
of ERIC/CRIER, the new USOE publication, "Research in Education," 
the clearinghouses which comprise the ERIC Information System and 
the areas of education with which they work, the procedure for ob- 

^rn ing -, I ! lic r? fiche and hard °°Py reproductions of documents in the 
RIC collection, and the availability of microfiche readers. Of 
special interest is "Information Brief Number I," which invites 
readers to aid in the acquisition of significant materials on read- 
ing, both published and unpublished. Information on the types of 
TRH) rialS d6sired and Actions for submitting them are given. 
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Dissertations, -Reading Research, Adult Programs, Bloomington, Col- 
leges, Elementary Schools, Preschool Programs, Secondary Schools. 

A listing of dissertations completed in colleges and univer- 
sities since I960 in the areas of preschool, elementary, secondary, 
college, and adult reading is reported. Relevant issues of "Disser- 
tation Abstracts were reviewed, and dissertations on reading were 
noted. A comprehensive, analytical abstract was prepared bv pro- 
essionals in reading who worked from the summary reported for each 
dissertation. In many instances, the dissertation itself was re- 
viewed m preparing the abstract. As much as possible of the pro- 
cedures, design, and conclusions of each investigation was includ- 

it™ ^L ab ! tra S t# Ea ? h entry inclu d©s complete bibliographic data. 
Ihree hundred and seventy-nine theses are listed alphabetically by 

the author s last name. Copies of any dissertation listed in the 
bibliography can be ordered from University Microfilms, Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, m positive microfilm or bound xerographic form. Complete 
information for ordering copies is included with each entry. (BK) 
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The Initial Teaching Alphabet in Reading Instruction, Evaluation- 
Demonstration Project on the Use of I.T.A. Comprehensive Final 
Report . 

By- Mazurkiewicz, Albert J. 

Lehigh Univ., Bethlehem, Pa./ 

Pub Date Feb 67 

EDRS Price MF-$0.50 HC-#4-15 81P. 

Descriptors- ^Initial Teaching Alphabet, Methods Research, ^Prima- 
ry Grades, ^Reading Research, Basic Reading, Bethlehem, Inservice 
Teacher Education, Orthographic Symbols, Pennsylvania, Reading A- 
chievement, Reading Instruction, Reading Materials, Reading Skills, 
Spelling, Writing Skills. 

A 3-year study of the effects of beginning reading instruction 
with the Initial Teaching Alphabet (ita) and with traditional or- 
thography (to) on pupils 1 reading achievement in Bethlehem, Pennsyl- 
vania, is reported. The scores of kindergarten pupils on the Lee- 
Clark Reading Readiness Test were used to insure the heterogeneity 
of the treatment groups. In September 1963 the ita group included 
455 'Subjects in 15 first-grade classrooms. By September 1965 over 
1400 first graders used ita for initial reading and writing instruc- 
tion. Subsamples of the ita group were matched with the to control 
group. The following tests were administered during the 3-year 
period: the California Test of Mental Maturity, the California 

Test of Personality,^ the Botel Word Recognition Inventory, the Stan- 
ford Achievement Test, the Pintner-Cunningham Primary Test, and the 
Durre 11-Murphy Diagnostic Reading Readiness Test. Mean scores, 
standard deviations, and t tests were used to analyze the data. 

The ita method was advantageous to students who had language and 
experiential difficulties. The difference in vocabulary skill be- 
tween groups at the end of second grade favored the ita group. The 
ita group achieved superior reading skill at an earlier time, read 
more widely, and wrote more prolifically with greater proficiency. 
Additional results, conclusions, recommendations, implications and 
an addendum of observations and subjective reactions at the end of 
the first" year are included. (BK) 
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The Functioning of a Reading Committee. 

3y- Dietrich, Dorothy M. 

Pub Date 4 May 67 

EDRS Price MF-#0.25 HC-J0.60 10P. 

Descriptors- ** Administrator Guides, * Advisory Committees, ^Program 
Planning, ^Reading Consultants, ^Reading Program, Administrator 
Role, Problems. 
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The reading committee should guide the total reading program. 
The reading consultant functions within the framework established 
by the reading committee. The committee should provide the consul- 
tant with the following information about the status of reading in 
the district: district test results, teachers' backgrounds, indi- 

vidual student records, book inventories, and current reading prac- 
tices. On the basis of this data, the status of the reading pro- 
gram can be determined, and needed changes can be initiated. The 
success of the reading committee depends upon the cooperation of 
everyone involved. This paper was presented at the International 
Reading Association Conference (Seattle, May 4-6, 1967). (BK) 
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Research and the Classroom Teacher. 

By- Early, Margaret J. 

Pub Date May 67 

EDRS Price MF-#0.25 HC-$0.50 8P. 

Descriptors- ^Classroom Techniques, ^Reading Research, ^Re- 
search Methodology, Classroom Research, Research Problems, Research 
Projects, Syracuse University. 

The difficulties encountered by the classroom teacher when he 
turns to research for practical solutions to the specific problems 
of teaching reading are discussed. It is acknowledged that research 
seldom creates ideas for the classroom. Instead, good teaching 
generates ideas for research. Nevertheless, reading teachers should 
not ignore research. Even limited studies indicate that there is 
much to learn, that few answers are final, and that there is no 
one method to teach reading. Controlled .research preserves the 
attitude of scientific inquiry. Non-statistical analyses of the 
reading process are important sources of enlightenment. Introspec- 
tive accounts such as those used by Strang, Piekarcz, McKillip, 
Squire, and others offer insights into teaching and are more valua- 
ble than the oversimplified, statistically neat design. (RH) 

130. ED 013 176 RE 000 251 

Comparisons of Three Methods of Reading Instruction. 

By- Fry, Edward 

Rutgers, the State Univ. , New Brunswick, N. J. 

Report Number CRP-3050 Pub Date Dec 66 

EDRS Price MF-#0.50 HC-#5.45 107P. 

Descriptors- ^Basic Reading, #Grade 1, ^Grade 2, Initial Teaching 
Alphabet, ^Reading Research, Diacritical Marking, Oral Reading, 
Orthographic Symbols, Reading Achievement, Reading Instruction, Read- 
ing Materials, Rutgers the State University, Silent Reading. 
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The results of the continuation of USOE Project 2745 which 
evaluated the reading achievement of students taught by the Initial 
Teaching Alphabet (ita), the Diacritical Marking System (DMS), and 
a typical basal reading series (to) are reported. A new set of 
DMS materials was developed and used in seven first grades. The 
reading achievement of these pupils was compared with that of pupils 
during the previous year. Twenty-one classes of second graders par- 
ticipated in the 140-day experiment. Readiness tests, intelligence 
tests, and oral and silent reading achievement tests were adminis- 
tered. Analysis of covariance, analysis of variance, correlation, 
and chi square were used to analyze the data. No method was supe- 
rior for bright or dull students or for boys or girls. The compe- 
tence of the teacher was important, especially in the first grade. 
Intelligence test scores were better predictors of reading success 
than were readiness test scores. There was no correlation between 
reading achievement and class size. Additional results, conclusions, 
tables, an appendix, and references are included. (BK) 

131. ED 013 177 RE 000 273 

Retention in Educable Mentally Retarded Children of Material Pre- 
sented by Simultaneous Reading and Listening. 

E*y- Orr, David B. 

American Inst, for Research in Behavioral Sciences 

Pub Date 4 May 67 

EDRS Price MF-J0.25 HC-#1.05 19P. 

Descriptors- ^Educable Mentally Handicapped, ^Multisensory Learning, 
^Reading Achievement, Aural Learning, Maryland, Montgomery County, 
Reading Comprehension, Reading Skills, Retarded Readers, Retention, 
Visual Learning. 

The effect of using simultaneous bimodal inputs on the compre- 
hension of connected discourse for improving the reading and lis- 
tening skills of educationally mentally retarded children was stud- 
ied. Subjects were students between the ages of 12 years, 11 months 
and 17 years, 11 months whose measured intelligence was between 
54 ft nd 86. The students were from a public special education school 
and read at the second grade level. There were four treatment groups: 
machine-audio-visual (MAV), teacher-audio-visual (TAV), machine audio 

, (MAUD), and a control group. Experimental materials were three 600- 

700 word passages rated at the third, fifth, and ninth grade levels. 

A 20-item multiple choice test was developed for each passage. Tests 
were administered immediately after reading a selection, after one 
month, and after two months. A relearn index was provided. Mean 
scores, standard deviations, and analysis of variance were used to 
analyze the data. Significant retention was obvious after one month. 
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However, significant losses were later detected by comparison with 
initial scores. Initial differences in the direction of MAV great- 
er than TAV greater than MAUD did not hold up across the retention 
interval. Further results, conclusions, and references are includ- 
ed. This paper was presented at the International Reading Associa- 
tion Conference (Seattle, May 4-6, 1967). (BK) 
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Reading in the Total School Curriculum. 

By- Rauch, Sidney J. 

Pub Date May 67 

EDRS Price MF-$0.25 HC-$0.75 13P. 

Descriptors- ^Inservice Teacher Education, ^Reading Improvement, 
^Reading Instruction, ^Study Skills, ^Teacher Participation, Hof- 
stra University, Teacher Motivation, Teacher Responsibility. 

Some ways to incorporate the total school faculty into a pro- 
gram dedicated to the improvement of reading are discussed. For 
total faculty involvement, the following are essential? (l) genu- 
ine interest in and support of a schoolwide reading program by the 
administration and supervisory staff, (2) involvement with the 
classroom teachers so that they recognize their importance to the 
program and so that their immediate and specific problems are given 
attention, and (3) realistic and effective inservice education. 

The study skills are categorized, and five principles for teaching 
them are given. A guide to reading skills in the subject areas is 
given in chart form. References are included. This paper was pre- 
sented at the International Reading Association Conference (Seattle, 
May 4-6, 1967). (RH) 



133. ED 013 179 RE 000 285 

State Supervision of English and Reading Instruction, Proceedings 
of the College Park Conference of State Supervisors of English and 
Reading (University of Maryland, March 7-11, 1966). 

By- Rodgers, Mary Columbro 

National Council of Teachers of English 

Pub Date 67 

EDRS Price MF-^0.50 HC-#4.65 91P. 

Descriptors- ^Reading Instruction, ^State Programs, ^State Super- 
visors, Curriculum Evaluation, Curriculum Planning, Disadvantaged 
Youth, Educational Research, Elementary Grades, Inservice Teacher 
Education, Language Arts, Oral English, Poetry, Preservice Educa- 
tion, Reading Difficulty, Secondary Education. 

The major addresses and professional recommendations devel- 
oped by the five discussion groups at the Conference, of State- 
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Supervisors of English and Reading are presented. The discussion 
group topics were preservice and inservice education, curriculum 
innovation, M Innovations and the Supervisor,” a report on recent 
research in language learning by Eldonna L. Evertts, the disadvan- 
taged, and research in English and reading. The four addresses were 
”A Survey of Reading Retardation,” by Leon Eisenberg, professor of 
psychology at Johns Hopkins University, "The Preparation of Language 
Arts Teachers,” by Olive S. Niles, Director of Reading, Springfield, 
Massachusetts Public Schools, "Children and Poetry,” by Nancy Lar- 
rick, and "Factors Related to Symbolization," by Dr. Walter B. Waet- 
jen, Assistant to the President for Administrative Affairs, Univer- 
sity of Maryland. In an epilogue, Dr. Robert F. Kinder, reading 
consultant for the State Department of Education, Connecticut, pre- 
sents the goals of the Association of State English and Reading 
Specialists in four major areas; the promotion of sound programs 
of instruction throughout the United States, cooperation with the 
U. S. Office of Education, teachers’ organizations, and projects 
designed to develop students' thinking and language skills. Re- 
ferences accompany each address. (RH) 
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Developing Critical Reading Power through Newspaper Reading. 

By- Sailer, Carl 

Pub Date May 67 

EDRS Price MF-#0.25 HC-$0.80 14P. 

Descriptors- ^Critical Reading, ^Secondary Schools, Jersey City 
State College, Reading Instruction, Reading Skills, Teaching Meth- 
ods. 



A method of developing critical reading power by analyzing ad- 
vertisements, cartoons, editorials, and controversial issues found 
in newspapers is described. Specific examples of teaching procedures 
are given. It is suggested that a wide range of newspapers be used 
so that the different viewpoints expressed in columns, editorials, 
and political news and the unwarranted editorializing in straight 
news stories can be detected. Critical reading is considered a 
three-level process: comprehension, interpretation, and evalua- 

tion. It is pointed out that not all newspaper articles are suita- 
ble for developing critical reading power and that the newspaper 
is not good material for remedial reading. (RH) 
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Individualized Reading— Conclusions Based on Research Reports. 
By- Sartain, Harry W. 
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Descriptors- ‘^Grouping (instructional Purposes), * Individual Programs 
^Individual Reading, ^Primary Grades, '^Research Reviews (Publica- 
tions), Research Methodology, Student Ability, Teacher Attitudes, 
Teacher Qualifications. 

Conclusions about individualized reading based on informal 
and controlled studies are presented. Research indicates that 
there are no homogeneous classes, although various grouping plans 
have attempted to narrow the range of individual differences. In- 
formal studies by some teachers who have tried individualized read- 
ing in their classrooms reflect enthusiasm for the method. Three 
controlled studies show that there is no justification for urging 
all first-grade teachers to adopt the method. Related studies not 
involving first-grade children investigated the effect of an in- 
dividualized program on the culturally deprived and the highly anx- 
ious child. In some cases, teacher knowledge does not justify an 
individualized approach. Recommendations are as follows: (l) 

Children profit if informal instruction such as stories which the 
children have dictated are used. (2) Formal reading instruction 
should include a variety of approaches. (3) There should be an 
extensive classroom library. ( 4 ) The teacher should often refer 
to lists of basic skills needed by children. ( 5 ) Evaluation should 
be continuous. (6) A teacher who feels incompetent using this ap- 
proach should follow other practices. A 63-item bibliography is 
included. This paper was presented at the International Reading 
Association Conference (Seattle, May 4-6, 1967). (BK) 
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Improving the Literature Program — Poetry. 

By- Schick, George B. 

Pub Date May 67 

EDRS Price MF-$0.25 HC-ftO.75 13P. 

Descriptors- ^College Instruction, ^Literature Appreciation, ^Po- 
etry, ‘^Reading Comprehension, ^Teaching Techniques, College Pro- 
grams, Literature Guides, Purdue University. 

Methods of developing an appreciation for poetry in college 
readers while increasing their reading comprehension are described. 

A discussion of young people's fear of poetry is included. The fol- 
lowing topics are suggested for poetry analysis: types of struc- 

ture, patterns, thought or feeling, historical significance, lan- 
guage expression, syntax, and types of devices. References are in- 
cluded. This paper was presented at the International Reading As- 
sociation Conference (Seattle, May 4-6, 1967). (RH) 
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Interdisciplinary Multi-Facet Reading Program. Interim Grant Pe- 
riod Report. 

South-Western City School Dist., Grove City, Ohio 

Pub Date 15 Jan 67 

EDRS Price MF-#0.50 HC-$3.15 61P. 

Descriptors- * Demonstration Projects, Elementary Schools, ^Fed- 
eral Programs, ^Reading Instruction, ^Reading Programs, Classroom 
Techniques, Grove City, Ohio, Reading Achievement, Special Services. 
Grant 0EG-3-7-002060-0118 

An interim report of the progress of the interdisciplinary 
multi-facet reading program in Grove City, Ohio, is presented. 

The evaluative procedures and tentative conclusions are discussed. 
Some of the purposes of the project are to develop discriminating 
readers, to provide a greater quantity and variety of materials 
for pupils in elementary schools, to increase special services, and 
to develop effective home -school-community relations. Objective 
and subjective evaluation techniques are described. Nineteen ap- 
pendixes which report additional data on standardized testing, spe- 
cial reading services, counseling and guidance services, team teach- 
ing, the cost of project evaluation, and so forth, are included. 
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By- May, Marguerite And Others 
Los Angeles City Schools, Calif. 
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EDRS Price MF-$0.25 HC-$2.55 49P. 

Descriptors- ^Course Organization, Reading Improvement, ^Reading 
Instruction, ^Reading Programs, ^Secondary Schools, Basic Reading, 
Junior High Schools, Los Angeles City Schools, Reading Materials, 
Standardized Tests. 

Course outlines for basic reading, reading improvement, and 
power reading for both junior and senior high schools are present- 
ed. Included in each outline is a course description, an intro- 
duction, a description of the pupil, course objectives, and a list 
of the fundamental reading skills. Each outline provides the frame- 
work for planning the semester course. Various beginning and fol- 
lowup procedures are described. A selected bibliography for the 
reading teacher, sources of annotated bibliographies for use in 
guiding pupil reading, lists of authorized textbooks for reading 
classes, authorized standardized reading tests, and evaluation 
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sheets for comments on this experimental edition of the course out- 
lines are included. (RH) 
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International Reading Association Conference Proceedings Reports 
on Secondary Reading. 

By- Summers, Edward G. 

Indiana Univ. , Bloomington, ERIC Ch. on Reading 

Report Number ERIC/CRIER-Vol-l-Bibliogr-3 Pub Date Sep 67 

EDRS Price MF-#2.25 HC-#30.70 612P. 

Descriptors- * Annotated Bibliographies, ^Junior High Schools, ^Read- 
ing, ^Senior High Schools, Bilingualism, Content Reading, Disad- 
vantaged Groups, Grouping (instructional Purposes), Indiana Univer- 
sity School of Education, Libraries, Linguistics, Reading Diffi- 
culty, Reading Interests, Reading Materials, Reading Programs, Read- 
ing Skills , 

The important papers on junior and senior high school reading 
published in the yearly conference proceedings of the association 
since I960 are listed, and the complete text of each paper is pro- 
vided. The papers are presented within the following categories? 

(l) reading programs, (2) reading personnel, (3) methods and group- 
ing, (4) developing reading skills, (5) materials, (6) reading and 
content areas, (7) developing interests and tastes, (8) linguis- 
tics and the teaching of reading, (9) the library and the reading 
program, (10) reading and the bilingual student, ( 11 ) reading and 
the disadvantaged, and (12) the diagnosis and treatment of reading 
difficulties. This bibliography should be useful to practition- 
ers and researchers interested in secondary reading. An author 
index is included. (BK) 



140. ED 013 187 RE 000 346 

A Successful High School Developmental Reading Program. 

By- Berkey, Sally C. 
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Pub Date Apr 67 
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Descriptors- "'Reading Improvement, ^Reading Instruction, ^Reading 
Programs, Reading Materials, Reading Skills. 

A reading and study skills program initiated in September, 

1959, in the Centinela Valley Union High School District in south- 
west Los Angeles is described. The district is composed of four 
high schools with a total enrollment of approximately 6,000 students. 
Participation in the program is required and is concentrated in the 



88 



freshman English classes. The program begins with a period of mo- 
tivation and orientation which includes a physical checkup by the 
school nurse. It continues with an 8-week program of concentrated 
skill building in the reading laboratory and concludes with a fol- 
lowup phase in which students continue to use and develop their 
skills. For the upper grades, each school has its own program which 
reinforces the freshman course and meets specific student needs. 

Six specialists were hired to administer the program — four reading 
laboratory teachers and two reading coordinators who are responsi- 
ble for setting up the reading program, developing the course of 
study, selecting and ordering the materials and equipment, setting 
up the laboratories, and training new teachers. The physical e- 
quipment and materials used in the reading laboratories are describ- 
ed. The Nelson Silent Reading Test was used in a test-retest de- 
sign to measure progress, and students showed appreciable improve- 
ment in reading and self-confidence, This article appeared in 
"Journal of Reading," Volume 10, April 1967. (RH) 
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Descriptors- ^Creative Teaching, ^Poetry, ^Reading Instruction, 
^Secondary Education, ^Teaching Techniques, Literature Appreciation. 

A discussion of the purposes and problems of teaching poetry 
to secondary school students is presented. Teaching techniques are 
suggested. Specific suggestions are given for presenting "Fog," 

"The Highwayman," and "The Bells." This article appears in "Jour- 
nal of Reading," Volume 10, April 1967. (RH) 
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A service bulletin prepared by a committee of teachers in 
Madison, Wisconsin, about the teaching of individualized reading 
in grades three to six is presented. The Madison philosophy of 
individualized reading is given. Suggestions for reading materials, 
for organizing a classroom, and for record keeping are provided. 

An annotated bibliography of children’s books and records, a bib- 
liography of professional literature, and an index are included. 

(BK) 
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Appropriate levels of the Metropolitan Reading Test were ad- 
ministered citywide in October, 1965, and May, 1966, to pupils in 
grades 2 through 9 in an effort by the New York school system to 
improve reading. The results are presented in tables which show 
the distribution of reading achievement scores in each grade. The 
Iowa Tests of Basic Skills in three areas — language skills, work- 
study skills, and arithmetic skills — were administered citywide once 
during the school year 1965-66 to grades 4> 5> and 6. The distri- 
bution of citywide achievement levels is shown for each grade in 
table form. The use of standardized tests made possible a compari- 
son of the achievement of New York City pupils with national norms. 
An introductory section presents a description of the tests and an 
interpretation of the test results. The value of the tests for 
administrators, supervisors, teachers, and counselors and the uses 
of the tests for program evaluation are discussed. (RH) 
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The method used at the Bellevue, Nebraska, public schools to 
teach reading readiness and the phonetic analysis of words in kin- 
dergarten through grade two is described. Suggestions for teaching 
the readiness skills of auditory and visual perception, vocabulary 
skills of word recognition and word meaning, and the phonetic anal- 
ysis of words in grades one and two are given. The section on pho- 
netic analysis provides information about consonants, consonant 
blends, digraphs, three-letter blends, vowels, vowel variants, the 
Dolch Reading List, rhyming words, little words in big words, com- 
pound words, multiple meanings of words, synonyms, antonyms, homo- 
nyms, root words, possessives, and contractions. A checklist for 
comprehension skills and oral reading is included. (RH) 
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These guidelines were developed at the Bellevue, Nebraska, pub- 
lic schools to answer the requests of upper elementary teachers for 
information concerning the elements of the phonetic approach in 
the teaching of reading. The booklet includes not only those skills 
to be introduced for the first time at the fifth- and sixth-grade 
levels, but also skills which may need to be reviewed. Checklists 
for other reading skills such as comprehension, oral reading, and 
study skills are included. (RH) 
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Englewood Public Schools Elementary Reading Guide. 

By- Trout, John And Others 
Englewood Public Schools, N.J. 

Pub Date Nov 64 

EDRS Price MF-#0.75 HC-$6.55 129P. 

Descriptors- ** Individual Development, ^Reading Instruction, ^Teach- 
er Aids, ^Teaching Guides, Curriculum Planning, Elementary Grades, 
Englewood Public Schools, New Jersey. 

The reading guide of the Englewood public schools, New Jersey, 
emphasizes individualized instruction. Teachers are urged to be 
less concerned with textbook material and more concerned with pupil 
ability. The following three premises guide the reading program: 
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(l) Grade placements are no longer an adequate basis for structur- 
ing the reading program. Therefore children are redeployed accord- 
ing to their instructional reading level for one period during the 
school day. (2) Reading is a meaningful act governed by the basic 
laws of learning. The learner must have incentive, must be able 
to develop concepts, attitudes, and skills in a manner consistent 
with his physical, mental, and emotional growth, and must decode 
symbols and translate the author’s message into a two-way form of 
communication. (3) Since reading involves the total functioning 
of the child, the entire curriculum must be expressed in terms of 
individual development and levels of expression. Intermediate grade 
teachers are urged to continue using methods which will help pupils 
develop intellectual curiosity and self-expression. Examples of 
pupil development charts, teaching ideas, activities, resources and 
a 140-item bibliography are included. (RH ) 
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Scales, Reading Comprehension. 

Some guidelines for teaching the phonetic analysis of words 
in grades three and four are presented. All elements involved in 
the teaching of reading skills, including phonetic analysis, com- 
prehension, and oral re .ding, are covered. The guide provides exam- 
ples of checklists for comprehension skills and oral reading. ( BK) 
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The important papers published in the yearly conference pro- 
ceedings of the International Reading Association in elementary 
reading since I960 are listed with annotations, and the complete 
text of each paper is provided. The 345 papers are presented within 
the following categories: (l) the objectives and goals in reading, 

(2) reading programs, (3) teacher education (4) reading materials, 
(5) methods and grouping, (6) reading skills, (7) early read ng ' in- 
struction, (8) preschool reading, (9) reading readiness, (10; read- 
ing in the content areas, (ll) reading and the bilingual chi , 

(12) first-grade reading, (13) linguistics and reading instruction, 
(14) reading and the disadvantaged, (15; reading in other countries, 
and (16) the diagnosis and treatment of reading difficulty. Jbis 
bibliography should be useful to practitioners and researchers in- 
terested in elementary reading. An author index is included. 
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Fifty-one survey-type group reading tests designed for use 
with high school and college students are summarized and review- 
ed briefly. Information is given on the reliability , validity, 
content, number of forms, grade level, working and administration 
time, data, publisher, general abilities measured, and authors oi 
each test. Comments about test weaknesses selected from critical 
reviews by specialists in the field of reading for the benefit of 
prospective test users are presented. Eleven other high school and 
adult tests on which only limited data were available are descr 1 
ed in chart form. The guide includes addresses of test publishers 
and references for reviews of test instruments. (16) 
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An attempt to improve the reliability, validity, and efficien- 
cy of all reading instruction by modifying certain dimensions of 
teacher behavior is reported. A survey in Oregon indicated that 
to determine the functional reading level of students, 74 percent 
of the teachers used grade equivalent scores from achievement tests, 
24 percent used information from cumulative folders, and 30 percent 
used combinations. Materials were developed to give prospective 
teachers an opportunity to learn the marking code of the informal 
reading inventory, to practice, and to evaluate their skill. A 
series of simulated instructional films and printed materials was 
devised. The process experienced by the teachers in three class 
periods is described. One hundred undergraduate students were 
studied to determine the efficiency of the material. The results 
indicated that teachers, after viewing simulated material, were 92 
percent accurate in assessing functional reading level. After re- 
vision of the material, a second study was conducted with 50 sub- 
jects. The resuits indicated 94 percent accuracy. A discussion • 
of transfer into actual classroom practice and references are in- 
cluded. (bk) 
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The present and future applications of certain scientific de- 
vices and theories to instruction in reading are reviewed. A num- 
ber of devices based on computer-assisted instruction, including 
the talking typewriter, orthographic arrangement, relationship of 
word length and meaning, letter sequences and the relationship to 
pronunciation rules, and programmed materials are discussed. The 
curricular implications and applications of the devices include the 
sequence in teaching phonics, the consistency of phonic combinations 
and structural units in materials to formulate generalizations, the 
preparation of textual material dealing with sentence patterns, the 
influence of semantic constraints upon the possibility of deriving 
meaning from an unknown word, the processing and recoding of lan- 
guage, better types of reading and prereading experiences, the pro- 
cesses and stages of comprehension, readability measures and formu- 
las, and information retrieval. References are included. (BK) 
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The assumption that one-tenth of the yearly growth in all 
achievement areas takes place each month of the school year and 
that one-tenth of the yearly growth occurs during the summer months 
was investigated. The study was conducted in connection with the 
annual Iowa Basic Skills Testing Program in the state of Iowa. Me- 
dians for the 11 subtests were established as of January 15. Ad- 
ditional administrations of the tests were conducted around April 
15 and October 15. Data bearing on summer growth were obtained late 
in May and early in September. The school-year phase was conducted 
in grades 3— 4» 4-5, and 5—6. The summer phase was conducted in 
grades 5—6. The expected distributions were obtained by interpo- 
lating between the distributions obtained for the samples in the 
January programs. The medians of the expected distributions were 
significantly different from the medians of the obtained distribu- 
tions of October and April. Findings indicated 1-hat the assumption 
of uniform growth throughout the school year was questionable.^ No 
one alternative assumption appeared to be more appropriate. Ihe 
major results are summarized in tabular form. (UH) 
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This teaching guide is presented to assist the teacher in whose 
classes are one or more gifted pupils reading above grade level. 
^Designed for use with gifted pupils at grades five and six, Part 1 
provides guidance for teaching the contributions of one author to 
children's literature. The method Used three groupings of books. 

The "A" book, "Along Came a Dog" by Meindert de Jong, is used to 
stimulate the children to read the "B" and "C" books and is analyzed 
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in detail. The four f, B ff books, also by de Jong, are indivudually 
read, discussed, evaluated, and compared to the "A" book and to 
each other. The fifteen "C" books are not individually analyzed, 
but are read independently. They provide a richer background for 
an in-depth analysis of the "A” and "B" books and should be read 
concurrently with the others. Guidance for the teacher includes 
suggestions for motivating the pupils, for introducing the story, 
for setting up purposes for reading, for teaching vocabulary, and 
for guiding questions for discussing important elements of charac- 
terization, plot development, and style. Synopses are given for 
each of the "B" and "C" books. Background information about the 
author and the illustrator is provided. (RH) 
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This teaching guide is designed for use with gifted pupils 
at grades five and six who are reading two or more levels above 
their grade placement. The guide also provides guidance for the 
study of biography through science literature. Such reading skills 
as analyzing the author's purpose, his organization, personality 
and style, understanding figurative language, symbolism, implica- 
tions, the theme or central purpose, and tone, gaining insight into 
human behavior, and understanding the influence of environment on 
character are developed. Three groupings of books are used. The 
"A" book is "Breakthroughs in Science" by Isaac Asimov. Questions 
are provided to help the child to acquire understandings in the 
area of science and to improve his proficiency in the use of read- 
ing skills. The four "B" books, biographies of Galileo, Albert 
Schweitzer, Louis Agassiz, and Robert Goddard, are used to develop 
appreciations in the area of biographical literature. The 15 "C" 
books are to be read independently and used for discussion. In 
addition to teaching suggestions, synopses of all the books are 
given. Background information for the teacher, a glossary, and 
a bibliography are included. (RH) 
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This paper on the Joplin Plan includes an outline of histori- 
cal movements leading to the Joplin Plan as it is known today, a 
description of the plan as it is used in Joplin, a survey of vari- 
ous studies which have employed the plan, and a discussion of its 
advantages and limitations. Topically, the Joplin Plan groups 
middle-grade children for reading instruction on the basis of scores 
made on reading achievement tests and teacher observations, regard- 
less of grade placement. The groups are not considered homogeneous, 
however, and indivudual differences must still be recognized. Some 
advantages are that pupils are placed at reading levels whore suc- 
cess is possible, that reading instruction acquires new importance, 
that teachers apparently are stimulated to better performance, that 
reading achievement as measured by standardized tests may be in- 
creased, and that parents approve when the plan is carefully ex- 
plained. Some limitations are that social pressure may result when 
fourth- and sixth-grade pupils are in the same reading class, that 
poor academic integration may result if communication between the 
reading teacher and the homeroom teacher is insufficient, and tha > 
the plan may be ineffective if no provision is made for individual 
differences within the reading group. References are included. 

This paper was presented at the International Reading Association 
Conference (Seattle, May 4“6, 1967). (RH) 
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College students and their reading problems and some materials 
which might be used to upgrade reading skills are discussed. Prob- 
lems in language arts include the lack of skill in studying, lis- 
tening, writing, speaking, and difficulty in understanding the 
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underlying concepts of specialized vocabulary. Personal problems 
such as anxiety associated with poor achievement, lack of motiva- 
tion, and lack of ego strength are related to achievement in scho- 
lastic subjects. The materials which can be used to build skills 
of college readers are classified as reading manuals and boxed ma- 
terials. The use of machines, computer-assisted instruction, news- 
papers, magazines, and paperbacks is discussed. The use of mate- 
rials depends on the instructional techniques which accompany them. 
Brief descriptions of 12 selected reading manuals, study manuals, 
and boxed materials are provided. References are included. This 
paper was presented at the International Reading Association Confer- 
ence (Seattle, May 4-6, 1967). (BK) 
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An in-class grouping plan is presented for aiding students 
entering high school with instructional reading levels as low as 
grades two and three. These pupils were assigned to a class called 
Reading 1 and were to continue to Reading 2, 3, or 4 for a total 
of four semesters or until they had reached a seventh-grade instruc- 
tional level. Most of the teachers had a reading specialist license, 
and most classes were taught in a specially equipped developmental 
reading room. On the basis of test scores achieved on the Gates 
Reading Survey, the Lorge-Thorndike Non-Verbal Intelligence Test, 
the Stanford-Binet Intelligence Test, the Botel Reading Inventory, 
and on the Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test as needed, classes were 
divided into three groups. For example, in a Reading 1 class of 
15 students, Group 1 had six pupils with a fifth-grade instruction- 
al level, Group 2 had six pupils at the fourth-grade level, and 
Group 3 had three pupils at the second- or third-grade level. Dur- 
ing the reading period, one of the groups was given instruction while 
the others worked on a basic assignment. A variety of materials 
and techniques sustained interest. A week’s program in Reading 1 
is described. The materials used in the plan are listed in the 
bibliography. This paper was presented at the International Read- 
ing Association Conference (Seattle, May 4-6, 1967). (RH) 
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Status studies of the relationship between vocabulary size and 
the extent of reading support the belief that more avid readers have 
richer vocabularies. However, studies of direct- eftorts to increase 
vocabulary through wide reading alone have not yielded satisfactory 
results. Hence, wide reading combined with direct and indirect ap- 
proaches is recommended for a comprehensive program in vocabulary 
development. Suggested guidelines emphasize the use of individual 
weaknesses in determining the degree of involvement in vocabulary 
study, the study of words in context, the study of working rather 
than esoteric vocabularies, and the application of word learning. 

The use of contextual and structural clues, the study of word origins 
and multiple meanings, the study of word lists in relation to stu- 
dents’ activities, and the use of programed materials are recommend- 
ed to help students broaden and extend their vocabularies. Refer- 
ences are included. This paper was presented at the International 
Reading Association Conference (Seattle, May 4~6, 1967). (No) 
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The amount and kind of reading done by college freshmen and 
the number of hours devoted to it during an academic year were re- 
lated to aptitude as measured by the American College Testing Iro- 
gram Battery (ACT) and grade point average. Time chart forms were 
used to collect the data. Charts were kept by Ohio University fresh- 
men men for 28 weeks. The total sample was 3 ,426. Mean scores and 
correlations were used to analyze the data. Hie mean number of 
hours spent reading per week by freshmen was 14* freshmen seemed 
to read more immediately prior to examinations. There was a negative 
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correlation between hours spent reading social science and ACT. 

The data seemed to indicate that the apparently more industrious 
students reported the highest number of pages read. The reading 
rates among various subject matter varied significantly. Freshmen 
seemed to read more pages in social science and English than in 
other subject areas. The number of hours devoted to newspapers, 
magazines, and unrequired novels exceeded 3 hours per week. The 
time spent studying varied from week to week. Additional results, 
conclusions, a bibliography, correlation tables, and appendixes are 
included. (BK) 
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A continuation of a first-grade study of three approaches to 
beginning reading and of their effect on growth in comprehension 
and interpretation skill is reported. The basal, the modified lin- 
guistic, and the linguistic approaches were studied. Twenty-one 
second-grade classrooms in three central New York school districts 
participated in the experiment which lasted 140 days. The communi- 
ties in which the experiment took place and the materials used are 
described. Readiness, intelligence, and achievement tests were 
administered. Analyses of variance and covariance were used to 
analyze the data. The paragraph meaning scores of the Stanford 
Test were not significantly different among the groups. The mean 
score of the linguistic group was superior on oral reading compre- 
hension. No difference was found when written compositions were 
analyzed. The groups did not differ in attitudes toward reading. 

The treatments appeared to be equally successful for boys in both 
high and low ability ranges. The treatments were equally effective 
for girls at all three levels of ability. Additional results, con- 
clusions, a bibliography, and an appendix are included. (BK) 
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The final report for the coordinated first-grade studies from 
the Office of Education is presented. The studies investigated the 
following: (l) to what extent pupil, teacher, class, school, and 

community characteristics are related to first-grade reading and 
spelling achievement, (2) which approach to initial reading instruc- 
tion produces superior reading and spelling achievement at the end 
of grade one, and (3) the effectiveness of any program for pupils 
with high or low reading readiness skills. This extensive report 
contains a review of the literature, an overview of the individual 
studies and of the procedures, analyses of relationships and of 
instructional methods, analyses by readiness levels, a comparison 
of class means and of individual analyses, a discussion of the rel- 
ative influence of treatment and projects, a summary, and conclu- 
sions. A bibliography,- five appendixes, and tables are included. 
(BK) 
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An investigation was conducted to determine whether reading 
rate variability developed with short, tightly-constructed train- 
ing materials would transfer to longer, more school-like passages 
immediately after training and one month later. The project was 
an extension of the US0E Project 1755, "The Experimental Development 
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of Variability in Rate of Reading in the Intermediate Grades.” 

The subjects were 72 children in Madison, Wisconsin — 12 girls and 
12 boys in each of grades four, five, and six — with reading scores 
between the 40th and 90th percentiles on the sequential tests of 
educational progress, the California Achievement Test, and the Iowa 
Reading Test. During the orientation and training periods, Group 
1 worked with materials from which the main idea was deleted. Both 
groups worked with passages of identical length and essentially 
the same subject matter. Neither training method, sex, nor grade 
was significantly related to reading rate variability as defined 
and measured. However, data indicated that any reading rate vari- 
ability existing after training was transferred and that flexibility 
could be taught in fourth grade. Samples of training materials, 
examiners’ directions, orientation materials, tables, figures, and 
references are included. Training procedures and materials are de- 
scribed. (RH) 
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The theory of visible displays implies a connection between 
the development of perception in the child and the development of 
his capacity to make things that stimulate perception. To verify 
this, two studies on the fundamental graphic act among young chil- 
dren considered motivating factors like the pleasure of moving, 
kinesthesis, activity drive, and visible displays. One study test- 
ed- whether the elimination of trace reduces scribbling activity. 
Fourteen children, 15 to 38 months old, were asked to scribble in 
a play situation with a non-tracing tool and a regular pencil. All 
the children scribbled less when using the non-tracing tool. This 
supports the hypothesis that scribbling is motivated by the satis- 
faction of seeing a trace of the movement. A second study tested 
whether scribbling is a purely motor activity. All four 3-year- 
olds who were asked to draw in the air with a tracing tool refused 
to do so and requested a paper to draw on instead. This does not 
..... give conclusive evidence that scribbling is a purely motor activity. 
It does indicate the role of a record of the tracing movement in 
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r motivating the fundamental graphic act among Very young children. 

I. References are given. (NS) 
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The effectiveness of four methods of increasing reading rate, 
comprehension, and flexibility was studied. Two hundred fifty- 
five freshmen at Syracuse University served as subjects. Twenty- 
five lessons were given over a 6-week period. Subjects were test- 
ed immediately following completion of the lessons and again after 
8 weeks. The methods of teaching were the tachistoscope, the con- 
trolled reader, controlled pacing, and paperback scanning. Three 
instruments were used to test 13 hypotheses. Analysis of covariance, 
t tests, and correlations were used to analyze the data. Gains were 
superior for rate in the paperback scanning group. There was no 
change in the level of comprehension. Flexibility increased as 
a result of all the methods except the tachistoscope method. Gains 
seemed to have been retained after 8 weeks. Further results, con- 
clusions, tables, appendixes, and a bibliography are included. (BK) 



165 . ED 013 719 RE 000 325 

A Center for Demonstrating the Teaching of Reading to Students in 
Grades 7-12. 

3y- Early, Margaret J. Sheldon, William D. 

Syracuse Univ., N.Y. 

Report Number CRP-D-068 

Report Number BR-5-0310 Pub Date Feb 67 

Contract 0EC-3-10-125 

EDRS Price MF-$0.25 HC-$1.70 32P. 

Descriptors- * Inservice Teacher Education, ** Instructional Films. 
^Reading Centers, ^Reading Improvement, ^Secondary Grades, Film 
Production . 



[ 



ERIC 



103 



The Jamesville -DeWitt Junior-Senior High School and the Read- 
ing and Language Arts Center, Syracuse University, jointly estab- 
lished a demonstration center at Jamesville-DeWitt for the purpose 
of improving reading instruction in grades seven through 12. The 
center operated from September 1963 through June 1966 under the 
sponsorship of the Project English Program, United States Office 
of Education. The center served two purposes. An all-school read- 
ing program was organized and made available for observation, and 
a filmed inservice course on reading instruction in secondary schools 
was produced, field tested, and revised. The resultant 10 motion 
picture lessons were the following: organizing reading programs, 

analyzing reading achievement, the handicapped reader, vocabulary 
development, developing comprehension skills, reading to remember, 
the library and the reading program, developing skills for reading 
literature, efficient reading, and report from the reading coordi- 
nator. Manuals, one for each of the 15 sessions comprising the 
course, accompany the films. An increasing demand for the films 
and the improvements apparent in reading instruction in the class- 
rooms of teachers who had observed at the center testify to its suc- 
cess. The procedures used in establishing the center and in pro- 
ducing the films are described. A discussion entitled ’’Teaching 
Reading and Physics Simultaneously” is appended. (RH) 
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The second progress report of a project utilizing a complex 
teaching machine, the Edison Responsive Environment Instrument, to 
study the acquisition of beginning reading skills by 5-year-olds 
from disadvantaged backgrounds is presented. The first report de- 
scribed the Edison Responsive Environment Instrument and discussed 
the programing developed as lessons in the area of visual skills 
were constructed and tested. This report is concerned with the 
prereading skills of labeling each of several letter shapes with 
one of its sounds or names and of remembering those relations over 
a period of time. Some important factors affecting the child’s 
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acquisition of this skill were identified, and programing techniques 
were improved* Nin< s lessons were written to teach nine letter names* 
Specific examples of the programing techniques employed are appended. 
Two major learning sets were distinguished-”- an alterittonal learning 
set and a random response set. It seemed possible to account for 
the patterns of all the children according to the type of learning 
set exhibited by each child. Statistics concerned with numbers of 
irrelevant responses, the percent of correct responses, the time 
required for lesson completion, and the kind and number of lower- 
case letters in each lesson are included. (IIH) 
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The Stanford Project on computer-assisted instruction in ini- 
tial reading, including the computer controlling system as well 
as curriculum materials, is described. The theoretical rationale 
for the reading curriculum, for word list learning, for remedial 
materials, and for inservice training is discussed. Appendixes and 
references are included. (BK) 
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Through a cooperative research project contract, the Evans- 
ville-Vanderburgh School Corporation in Indiana developed a summer 
educational television program accompanied by workbooks for pupils 
who had just completed the first grade and studied the program^ 
effect on their reading achievement. Control-group testing was 
done in 1965, and experimental-group testing was done one year lat- 
er. In May 1965 2,455 first-grade children took the California 
Reading Test on vocabulary and comprehension and the California 
Test of Mental Maturity. Four months later the California Reading 
Test was again given to the same children, 16.5 percent of whom 
were absent. Results showed that while most children neither gain- 
ed nor lost in comprehension, there was a total loss of 2 months 
in vocabulary. Separate results for the total control group popu- 
lation, for the low quartile IQ, and for the high quartile IQ are 
tabulated in this interim report. The experimental group was test- 
ed in May of 1966, exposed to 40 half-hour educational television 
programs accompanied by workbooks, and retested 4 months later. 

The final report for the whole study will be completed early in 
1967. (NS) 
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Four different approaches to beginning reading~the basic read- 
ing program, self -selection in reading, language experience approach, 
and programed ins true tion--are explained. The following questions 
about each method are answered! What is meant by this method. Why 
is this method considered a sound approach. How does the teacher 
begin. How does the teacher organize her classroom. What are the 
values in this method. Basic principles of analysis and diagnosis 
are discussed. A reading skills chart, a chart showing sources of 
pressure on children experiencing reading difficulty, the informal 
reading inventory used at the University of Miami Reading Clinic, 
a reading progress profile, a chart showing some factors influencing 
the acquisition of reading ability, an analysis check sheet for 
recording pupil errors, information about kit materials, and a bib- 
liography are included. (RH) 



106 



170. ED 013 731 RE 000 363 

The Use of Original Instructional Materials As a Stimulus for Im- 
proved Reading. 

By- Stanchfield, Jo M. 

Pub Date Dec 66 

EDRS Price MF-$0.25 HC-$0.40 6P. 

Descriptors- # Grade 1, ^Reading Achievement, ^Reading Materials, 
^Reading Research, Caucasian Students, Harsch and Soeberg Survey 
Test of Primary Reading Development, Listening Skills, Mexican Amer- 
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Differences, Textbook Preparation. 

A variety of reading materials and methods were developed to 
determine their effect on the reading achievement of first graders. 
Materials developed included reading readiness manuals, primer texts 
and manuals, and listening tapes. The first-grade pupils in 10 
Los Angeles schools served as subjects. They were matched with a 
control group on intelligence, home background, and ethnic origin. 

A divided-day structure was used to teach reading. The Harsch and 
Soeberg Survey Test of Primary Reading Development was used as a 
post test. The data were analyzed by a three-way analysis of co- 
variance. The main effects were sex, treatment group, and ethnic 
origin. Girls scored higher than boys. The experimental group 
scored higher than the control group. Negro and Caucasian students 
scored higher than the Mexican-American group. The latter was more 
homogeneous as reflected in the small standard deviation. Further 
results and tables are included. This paper was presented at the 
National Reading Conference (St. Petersburg, December 1-3, 1966). 
(BK) 
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The relationships between scores on the Pumroy Concentration 
Test (PCT) and anxiety, reading ability, and perceptual speed and 
accuracy were investigated. Certain attitudes and problems of those 
students who scored high and low on the PCT were identified, and 



107 



the relation between concentration scores and academic achievement 
and attitudes toward teaching were determined. Sixty-four Univer- 
sity of Maryland students were pretested on the Taylor Manifest 
Anxiety Scale, and on the Minnesota Teacher Attitude Inventory 
(MTAl). The subjects were each given the PCT, tachistoscopically 
presented vocabulary exercises, a reading comprehension test, and 
a post-questionnaire. The PCT task involved concentrating for 3 
minutes on each of three targets— a ”T,” concentric circles, and 
a blank. The zero order correlations for each concentration mea- 
sure total frequency and total duration score— were examined. 

There was a significant relationship between the total frequency 
score and each of the following! the total duration score, the 
letter recognition task, the T-Scope Exercise— Easy Words Series, 
and the positive score for Factor IV of the MTAI. The blank tar- 
get was significantly harder to concentrate on. Anxiety and read- 
ing ability were not related to the concentration measures used. 
The questionnaires and reading tests used are appended. A review 
of the literature, tables, and references are included. (RH) 
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At the University of Maryland a satellite program of the Read- 
ing and Study Skills Laboratory was conducted at the Delta Phi Ep- 
silon sorority house. At the sorority’s request, special equip- 
ment including a controlled reader, a tachistoscope, a tape record- 
er with tapes on all phases of the reading program, and the Power 
and Rate Builders Unit of the Science Research Associates Reading 
Kit was placed in a special study room. The pledge trainer and 
scholarship chairman were to work with the reading counselor and 
were to give instructions to the girls for using the equipment and 
for setting up individual study programs. Meetings were held to 
explain the advantages of using the laboratory. Various tests in- 
cluding the Wrenn Study Habits Inventory and the Nelson-Denny Read- 
ing Comprehension were administered, and the scores were explained. 
The counselor was present for scheduled work sossions, but only 
three or four girls attended each time. After 10 weeks the equip- 
ment was removed to the parent laboratory, and a questionnaire on 
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the use made of the laboratory and the attitudes of the girls towards 
the program was administered. Questionnaire answers were tabulated. 
An account of the counselor’s experiences with the satellite labora- 
tory is appended. References are included. (RH) 
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The Organization, Administration and Evaluation of a Reading and 
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Assistants Training Program. 
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An analysis and evaluation of a reading improvement program 
for medical laboratory assistant trainees who needed to improve 
their skills in order to succeed in their technical course is pre- 
sented. The students were given tests of vocabulary, comprehen- 
sion, rate, and listening comprehension. They kept records of their 
own progress, and post-tests were given at the end of the course. 

The program was set up for 10 hours of instructor time each week. 
There were three 2-hour lecture and discussion sessions for the 
entire group, two 1-hour periods arranged for individual instruc- 
tion on specific skills as needed, and the remaining hours were 
used for work with student consultants and fellow instructors and 
for general preparation. The techniques, materials, and organiza- 
tion used were similar to those used in adult and college reading 
programs. Pre- and post-test scores were analyzed by the t test 
to show significant gains in listening comprehension and reading 
rate and by residual gain to show improvement on the Nelson-Denny 
Reading Test. Results are reported in table form. Fifteen refer- 
ences are included. (RH) 
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Descriptors- ^Beginning Reading, * Initial Teaching Alphabet, ^Ortho- 
graphic Symbols, * Reading Research, Freeport Public Schools, Grade 1, 

Grade 2, New York. 

An experimental group of 4^1 children was taught to read with 
the Initial Teaching Alphabet (i/t/a) beginning in kindergarten 
and was reading traditional orthography (t/o) materials by the end 
of the second grade. The control group included 4^2 children who 
were taught traditional orthography in a program centered around 
conventional basal reading series. At the end of the second grade, 
both groups were administered the paragraph meaning, word meaning, 
and spelling sections of the Stanford Achievement Test, Primary , 

Form K. A statistical comparison of scores on each test section 
was made. This was the second step in a longitudinal investigation 
of the effects of i/t/a. The first comparison was made at the end 
of grade one. After first grade, the i/t/a group did significantly 
better only in spelling when either i/t/a or t/o answers were ac- 
ceptable. At the end of grade two, there were no significant dif- 
ferences in the three areas. The i/t/a method appeared to be best 
suited for above average children. Although staff opinion was not 
unanimous, it was recommended that the program be discontinued. 
Twelve reasons for this recommendation are given. Statistics are 
summarized in four tables. (RH) 
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Studies, N.Y. Medical College, Negroes, Puerto Ricans, Retarded 
Readers. 

Two studies were conducted to explore the relationship between 
the auditory skills of socially disadvantaged students and reading 
achievement. The effect of a developmental auditory training pro- 
gram on reading achievement and the effectiveness of different evalu- 
ative procedures for auditory perceptual skills were also tested. 
Sixty-four third-grade Negro and Puerto Rican children who were re- 
tarded readers were chosen as subjects. Three treatment groups and 
one control group were set up. The three treatment groups received 
varying combinations of auditory and reading training. There were 






50 treatment sessions. Tests were administered prior to the treat- 
ment, immediately following the treatment, after 6 months, and af- 
ter a year. Reliability coefficients, analysis of covariance, in- 
tercorrelations, and t tests were used to analyze the data. No 
treatment group facilitated reading achievement. There were no 
group differences. None of the various combinations of reading 
and auditory programs seemed to affect improvement in reading. It 
was suggested that there might be interrelationships of teacher and 
pupil variables important in reading learning. Staff evaluations, 
references, additional results, tables, descriptions of tests, and 
appendixes are included. (BK) 
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This teaching guide was developed to provide a variety of sug- 
gestions and information for teachers involved in a secondary school 
reading program and for administrators and supervisors responsible 
for planning and implementing reading programs in high schools. 

The following topics are discussed: the definitions and objectives 

of a reading program, the administrator’s role, the role of the 
secondary school reading teacher, the roles of the school librarian, 
of the guidance and student personnel staff, of the school psycholo- 
gist, of the school nurse, and of the parents, organizing school 
reading programs, reading in the content fields, the development 
of reading as a continuous process, the vertical and horizontal 
aspects of reading, the interrelationships of the language arts, 
the relationship between listening and reading, the relationship 
between speaking and reading, and between writing and reading, 
and linguistics. Appendixes provide many teaching suggestions and 
techniques, a bibliography, and information on where to obtain var- 
ious teaching devices, mechanical aids, film strips and programed 
materials. A selected list of reading tests, a check list of read- 
ing practices in the secondary school, and an example of a scope 
and sequence chart are included. (RH) 
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University of Minnesota. 

The hypothesis tested was that when pictures and words are pre- 
sented together, the pictures may miscue and divert attention, and 
thereby interfere with the acquisition of reading responses. In 
Experiment 1, 30 randomly assigned pre-first graders learned to read 
four words with no pictures, a simple picture, or a complex picture 
present. During acquisition trials, when pictures were present, 
the simple and complex picture groups made more correct responses. 
During test trials, with no pictures present, the no-picture group 
excelled. In Experiment 2, 26 matched pairs of first graders were 
given classroom reading instruction under a no-picture or picture 
condition. The results disclosed that poor readers with no picture 
present learned more words. Among better readers the difference 
was not significant. Tables and references are included. This pa- 
per was presented at the American Educational Research Association 
Conference (New York, February 1967). (RH) 
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An address for classroom teachers is presented which considers 
the nature of comprehension and the processes involved in teaching 
children to comprehend what they read. A review of the research on 
comprehension since I960 is given. The following topics are dis- 
cussed: the process of comprehending, the kinds of comprehension, 

the relationship between comprehension and concept development, and 
the place of word perception in comprehension. Some applications 
of what is known about comprehension to classroom procedures are 
suggested. This paper was presented at the International Reading 
Association Conference (Seattle, May 4-6, 1967). (RH) 
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To uncover basic perceptual and personality diiferences possi- 
bly responsible for differences in reading achievement, two strati- 
fied samples of 60 above- and below-average readers were selected 
from the entire population of 5,612 children completing first grade 
in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada. The groups were matched according 
to sex, school, group intelligence scores, and, in 25 of the 30 
pairs, to the first-grade teacher. Seven measuring instruments 
were used? the Edmonton Public School Word Recognition Test, the 
Gates Primary Reading Tests, the Marianne Frostig Developmental 
Test of Visual Perception., the Wepman Auditory Discrimination Test, 
the Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test, the Stanford-Binet Test, and 
a five-point rating scale adapted by the investigator after Malm- 
quist to measure concentration, persistence, and dominance/submis- 
siveness. The main analysis used was the multiple linear regression 
developed by Bottenberg and Young. Significant relationships were 
found between several factors— perceptual, intellectual and person- 
ality— and early reading achievement. A battery consisting of the 
Frostig Developmental Test of Visual Perception, the Wepman Audi- 
tory Discrimination Test, and a teacher's rating for personality 
traits, particularly concentration, apparently helped diagnose per- 
ceptual and personality weaknesses which might underlie primary, 
reading deficiencies. This paper was presented at the Internation- 
al Reading Association Conference (Seattle, May 4-6, 1967). (RH) 
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A rationale for fitting books to the pupil based on both psy- 
chological and linguistic evidence is presented. The goal of plac- 
ing students on their proper instructional level is not achieved 
generally in a school unless it is made a matter of policy and 
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implemented in well-defined ways. Three school-wide procedures con- 
cerned with determining instructional levels are considered: the 

informal teacher appraisal, checkout procedures, and reading inven- 
tories and placement tests. Teacher appraisal in every subject and 
in every grade is the ideal approach to the continuous problem of 
determining instructional levels. In the checkout procedure, a 
reading specialist working with the teacher or principal shares the 
responsibility of advancing pupils from one level to another by 
listening to the child read orally and then checking his comprehen- 
sion in a variety of ways. Reading inventories should be regarded 
as starting points. Seven references are given. This paper was 
presented at the International Reading Association Conference (Se- 
attle, May 4-6, 1967). (RH) 
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The use of context clues for vocabulary development is discuss- 
ed. To the list of contextual aids already identified — pictorial, 
verbal, experiential, and organizational — -may be added spoken con- 
text and set context. The advantages of using context are discuss- 
ed, and an analysis of the nature of text material is presented. 

Ways of developing effective uses for context aids include empha- 
sizing reading for meaning, providing quantities of appropriate 
reading material, pretesting to diagnose and providing practice 
in needed areas, emphasizing context clue development through oral 
and listening situations, teaching students to go beyond a single 
word in the search for meaning, discussing how meaning can be de- 
rived from context, providing all types of content situations, giv- 
ing students the opportunity to apply skills, and developing in stu- 
dents a general appreciation for words and language structure. Cau- 
tions for the use of context clues and a bibliography are included. 
This paper was presented at the International Reading Association 
Conference (Seattle, May 4-6, 1967). (BK) 
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During the school year 1965-66, groups of first-grade pupils 
in the Livonia school system, Michigan, were provided with reading 
instruction materials from eight publishers representing eight ap- 
proaches as Part One of a 2-year study. The materials were the Lip- 
pincott Basic Reading Series, the Science Research Associates Basic 
Reading Series, the Scott Foresman Basal Reading Sixties Series, 
the Ginn Basic Readers, the Michigan Successive Discrimination Lan- 
guage Reading Program, the Stern Structural Reading Series, the 
McGraw-Hill (Sullivan) Programed Reading Materials, and the Initial 
Teaching Alphabet Program. Preliminary measures were collected on 
mental ability, reading readiness, socioeconomic status, teacher 
estimate of reading motivation, interest in reading, dominance, and 
presence or absence of speech problems. The following questions 
were considered in the comparison: which method (l) produces the 

highest level of achievement, ( 2 ) produces highest level of writing 
ability, (3) seems best suited for children of high or low previous 
interest in reading, (4) produces a special type of reading achieve- 
ment, (5) is best suited for high or low readiness levels, (6) is 
best for girls or boys, (7) is best for children with speech prob- 
lems. A detailed discussion of the procedures and findings is giv- 
en. This paper was presented at the International Reading Associa- 
tion Conference (Seattle, May 4-6, 1967). (RH) 
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The procedures used by the New York State Education Department 
in their reevaluation of the English language arts program are dis- 
cussed, and the philosophy which guided the rewriting of the teach- 
ing syllabus is presented. The consultants selected for the com- 
mittee were authors, editors, directors, experts in the mass media, 
and educators representing unique and professional experiences in 
the use of language who projected various approaches to revitaliz- 
ing the language arts program in kindergarten through grade 12. 

In the revised syllabus, attention is given to teaching both skills 
and subskills. It is pointed out that teachers should teach skills 
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to inspire the joy of reading for sheer pleasure. This paper was 
presented at the International Beading Association Conference (Se- 
attle, May 4-6, 1967). (RH) 
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Studies related to words in color, the morphologico-algebraic 
approach to teaching reading, are discussed. Adult classes in Mil- 
waukee taught to read by this method achieved a mean gain of .93 
of a year in 30 hours of instruction. In Euclid, Ohio, kindergar- 
teners whose progress was followed through the second grade were 
taught by words in color and maintained an initial reading gain. 

A study in Cleveland, Ohio, using the traditional method with a 
control group and the words in color method with an experimental 
group indicated significant gains in the experimental group. Teach- 
ers of words in color use the following procedures: (l) giving 

students the responsibility for evaluating their own and peer per- 
formance, (2) working with the erring student and, through induc- 
tive questioning, leading him to see relationships, (3) using an 
activity approach, (4) placing emphasis on dialects and on many 
different ways of pronouncing words, and (5) concentrating on the 
code of the language and on its relationship to sounds the speak- 
ers make. This paper was presented at the International Reading 
Association Conference (Sejattle, May, 4-6, 1967). (BK) 
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Teachers need to apply diverse techniques in teaching the read- 
ing skills students need to cope with the complex structure of social 
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studies. A suggested overall approach covers a directed reading 
activity, vocabulary development, a study formula, and study skills 
instruction. Teachers College of Columbia University formulated 
a directed reading activity plan which includes readiness, concept 
development, silent reading, discussion, and rereading. Since so- 
cial studies has its own unique vocabulary, and, since its text- 
books involve more difficult reading, vocabulary development through 
context and word study would improve overall comprehension. A work- 
able study formula is needed to help students study in this area. 
Robinson's SQ3R Formula, modified for intermediate level, is illus- 
trated in a sample of five steps: survey, question, read, recite, 

and review. A fourth area is the development of study skills in- 
volving evaluation and selection, organization, location of informa- 
tion, following directions, and other specialized skills. Karlin's 
checklist of study skills suggests a useful format for study skills 
instruction. Eighteen references on ree<,i r.g in the content areas 
are included. This paper was presented at the International Read- 
ing Association Conference (Seattle, Aay 4-6, 1967). (NS) 
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A 6-week summer reading program sponsored with the aid of 
federal funds by the Appalachian State Teachers College and by the 
Charlotte -Mecklenburg school system was conducted in the summer of 
1966 in Charlotte, North Carolina. The program was designed to help 
600 elementary school children with reading problems and to develop 
an inservice program for teachers who wished to improve their teach- 
ing techniques while earning 9 quarters or 6 semester hours of grad- 
uate credit. Each staff teacher was assigned to help six intern- 
ing teachers by introducing them to new ideas in reading instruc- 
tion. Fifty staff teachers and their interns were involved in in- 
struction while another group of 50 teachers and their interns work- 
ed on self-improvement, guided study, reading research, and planning. 
Pretests, post-tests, and continuous diagnosis of the children's 
difficulties were emphasized. The basic responsibilities of each 
of the three sponsoring agencies, the duties and qualifications of 
the staff personnel, and the program's daily schedule are outlined 
in this report. Additional information concerning the Charlotte- 
Mecklenburg Summer Reading Program may be obtained from the Director 
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of Elementary Language Arts, Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools, Char- 
lotte, North Carolina. This paper was presented at the Internation- 
al Reading Association Conference (Seattle, May 4-6, 1967). ( NS) 
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The current debate over the reading skills necessary for science 
learning is discussed. In the past, the teaching of reading was bas- 
ed on these two major considerations — the recognition of meanings 
of individual words and the organization of the word stimuli received 
from the printed page into meaningful patterns. The resurgence of 
the investigation of the theory and principles of learning is charac- 
terized. Some current problems are that research in perception relat- 
ing to reading has not dealt adequately with the information explo- 
sion, with the population size and type, or with problems arising 
from modern communication. Current assumptions for teaching arising 
from prior research are presented. Predictions concerning the role 
of the book and of electronics technology and suggestions for re- 
search and study are outlined. This paper was presented at the In- 
ternational Reading Association Conference (Seattle, May 4-6, 1967). 
(BK) 
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The effective reader should develop word attack skills, an 
adequate vocabulary, and the ability to adjust reading rate to the 
purpose for reading. These skills are introduced and reinforced 
at every grade level with increasing degrees of refinement from year 
to year by both reading teachers and content area teachers. Less 
obvious but equally vital are the critical reading skills which lead 



118 



to the ultimate goal in reading — the ability to evaluate material 
read, integrate it into the total experience pattern, and have it 
affect behavior change. To help the student achieve this goal, 
teachers should guide him in selecting materials that fit his taste, 
reading level, and purpose. This can be done through a development- 
al reading program run concurrently with a program which develops 
attitudes, habits, tastes, and interests. This program should be 
carried out in a school where suitable reading materials are readily 
accessible. The effective reader, therefore, is the product of the 
efforts of the total school community. This paper was presented at 
the International Reading Association Conference (Seattle, May 4 -6, 
1967). (NS) 
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The application of structural linguistics to beginning read- 
ing is discussed. Linguistic knowledge and the methods used to 
teach language must be distinguished. Language experience charts 
are one accompaniment to a reading program. The relativity of lan- 
guage is an important concept for children to acquire. The role of 
phonics and blending, confusion in language learning, decoding sym- 
bols into sounds and structures, decoding meaning, and interpreta- 
tion and application are discussed. This paper was presented at 
the International Reading Association Conference (Seattle, May 4~6, 
1967). (BK) 



190. ED 014 383 

Auditory Modality — Research and Practice. 
By- Morency, Anne 

EDRS Price MF-$0.25 HC-$0.65 HP* 



RE 000 282 



Pub Date May 67 



Descriptors- * Auditory Perception, * Basic Reading, ^Longitudinal 
Studies, ^Reading Research, Auditory Discrimination, Aural Learning, 
Beginning Reading, Grade 1, Grade 2, Grade 3, Reading Achievement, 
Reading Readiness. 



119 




Auditory perception, which includes auditory discrimination 
and auditory memory, is discussed and clarified in relation to learn- 
ing to read. The factors are discussed as perceptual qualities which 
are part of an aural input pathway. Initial data from a longitudinal 
study to test the effect of auditory memory and discrimination on be- 
ginning reading instruction are reported. Subjects were 177 children 
studied over a 3-year period — the first through the third grades. 

The parameters tested include articulation, intelligence, auditory 
and visual perception, oral motor movement, visual motor ability, 
and reading readiness. The results suggest that there is a develop- 
mental progression in perceptual abilities. Both auditory and visual 
perception are significantly correlated with most subtests of the 
reading achievement test. This paper was presented at the Interna- 
tional Reading Association Conference (Seattle, May 4-6, 1967). (BK) 
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If it is recognized that the sole justification in giving a 
test is to obtain a better understanding of the child, factors that 
influence the child’s performance on the test must be considered 
in the interpretation of test results. A sufficient knowledge of 
the child’s development, his background, his perception of the test 
situation, and the amount of knowledge and skills he brings into 
the test situation would help the teacher differentiate and under- 
stand the child who does not perform because he cannot and the one 
who can perform but would not. The teacher should consider every 
aspect of the test — what it can measure, the test items themselves, 
the cultural basis of the test, the kind of environment it creates, 
the statistical aspects, and how the test would contribute to a 
deeper understanding of the child. While considering all these 
factors in the interpretation of results, the teacher should remem- 
ber to interpret to each child the purpose of the test, what the 
test scores mean, and how these are going to be used. This paper 
was presented at the International Reading Association Conference 
(Seattle, May 4-6, 1967). (NS) 
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An overview of the research on visual discrimination shows a. 
trend from the whole-word view to a combination of letter-discrimi- 
nation and the whole— word method. Ten studies cited in this ar- 
ticle attempted to answer the following questions? (l) would non- 
verbal stimuli facilitate reading performance, (2) do children focus 
on the shape of the word or on individual letters within the word, 
(3) is training with whole words more effective than training with 
isolated letters, (4) what skills transfer from these two types of 
training, (5) what is the most effective combination of cues for ■ 
helping children learn sight words, and (6) does knowledge of let- 
ter names affect letter-discrimination training. Some implications 
for beginning reading instruction based on this review of recent 
research suggest (l) that training .in visual discrimination should 
begin with word and letter stimuli rather than with nonverbal graph- 
ic stimuli, (2) that the earliest visual discrimination exercise . 
in kindergarten should use letter stimuli, and (3) that visual dis- 
crimination training, should include exercises in associating sound 
and meaning with visual form. While these implications are based 
on the results of experiments, uncontrolled classroom studies would 
show whether or not they are feasible. This paper was presented 
at the International Reading Association Conference (Seattle, May 
4-6, 1967). (NS) 
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The role of committees devoted to the improvement and coordi- 
nation of reading instruction is being defined as reading committees 
are created in many schools. Among the functions of a reading com- 
mittee are the following: (l) to emphasize the whole-school nature 
of the reading program, (2) to increase the effectiveness of reading 
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personnel, (3) to provide channels for the dissemination of ideas, 
practices, and techniques, (4) to aid inservice work in all grades, 
and (5) to expedite doing what has to be done. The strength of a 
reading committee depends on its representation — classroom teach- 
ers, principals, supervisory personnel, reading-related services 
personnel, and laymen from the community. A wide representation 
is advisable and could be organized by grade levels, by primary- 
intermediate and junior high-senior high divisions, and by adminis- 
trative or departmental divisions. The establishment of an advisory 
council to serve as the planning committee is recommended, This 
paper was presented at the International Reading Association Confer- 
ence (Seattle, May 4-6, 1967). (NS) 
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Research shows that, in spite of the favorable attitude toward 
scientific research, a gap exists between the initiation of an inno- 
vation and its wide acceptance. To help close the gap, teachers 
are encouraged to apply research findings to classroom practice and 
to determine their feasibility. Sixteen studies on comprehension 
cited in this article illustrate the following inferences teachers 
could use: (l) silent reading followed by pertinent questions is 

better than oral reading instruction, (2) the techniques of under- 
lining, rereading, outlining, and summarizing are equally efficient 
in obtaining comprehension gains, (3) comprehension gains improve 
when reading is guided by pertinent questions rather than by re- 
reading, (4) programed instruction seems to be more effective than 
the instruction-centered approach in developing reading comprehen- 
sion, (5) oral reading appears to have advantages over silent read- 
ing at certain levels of difficulty, (6) knowledge of grammar and 
syntax has little value in reading comprehension, (7) the emotions 
of a reader interfere with the comprehension of what is read, and 
(8) comprehension is a complex process that depends upon numerous 
factors. This paper was presented at the International Reading As- 
sociation Conference (Seattle, May 4-6, 1967). (NS) 
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Before any diagnostic reading instruction is done, teachers 
should determine the instructional level of the child and should 
pinpoint his specific skill needs by carefully observing his oral 
reading behavior. The following skills are suggested as good indi- 
cators of the child's attempt to apply phonics knowledge: (l) the 

use of context to predict what an unknown word may be before the 
analysis process begins or as the process begins, (2) the visual 
dissection of the word into pronounceable units, (3) the comparison 
of sounds produced through phonetic analysis with familiar pronun- 
ciations, and (4) the variation of the sound value given to a word 
until a recognizable word is produced. Findings from four studies 
are cited to support the contentions that connected reading requires 
an integration of several reading skills which may not be required 
in reading word lists and that the teaching of phonics, therefore, 
should stress the application of phonics knowledge in unlocking 
unknown words met in reading connected material. This paper was 
presented at the International Reading Association Conference (Se- 
attle, May 4-6, 1967). (NS) 
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A philosophy of reading is presented which considers the com- 
ponents of the reading act, the purposes of reading, and the educa- 
tional techniques that promise greater reader growth. A philosophy 
of reading is concerned with the nature of the individual and the 
impact of environment on human development. At the same time, a 
philosophy of reading must consider the nature and demands of the 
current social order, and, so far as possible, it must attempt to 
predict changes that are likely to occur in the demands of that 
social order during the lifespan of the reader. Of chief concern 
is the importance of meaning and how meaning is acquired. It is 
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stressed that in the perceptual process of reading and listening, 
the raw material for all meaning must come from each individual’s 
environmentally delimiting experiences. This calls for meeting 
the needs of culturally disadvantaged children as well as those of 
middle-class children. Some goals of reading development and pro- 
posed methods for attaining them are suggested. This paper was 
presented at the International Heading Association Conference (Se- 
attle, May 4-6, 1967). (RH) 
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Departmentalization is a form of grouping for instruction, an 
administrative method for assigning pupils to teachers in some plan- 
ned manner. Some precedents for the recent revival of departmen- 
talization in the elementary grades are cited. The following exam- 
ples of departmentalization organization are discussed in detail: 
a program involving preschool children from culturally deprived areas 
being conducted by Carl Bereiter and Siegfried Engelmann in Illinois, 
two seventh and eighth grade schools in the San Juan Unified School 
District in Sacramento County, California, and a reading program at 
the Sacramento, California, senior high school. This paper was sre- 
sented at the International Reading Association Conference (Seattle, 
May 4-6, 1967). (RH) 
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A study described as the first application of cross-validated 
uniqueness analysis techniques was designed to eliminate the effects 
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of imperfections in a prior factor-analytic study of reading compre- 
hension which used tests especially constructed to measure mental 
skills in reading. A uniqueness analysis based on large samples 
was used to obtain estimates of the percentage of nonchance vari- 
ance. Students in grade 12 near Philadelphia served as subjects 
for the preliminary and main studies. Wight reading comprehension 
skills were tested. In the preliminary study, two parallel forms 
of the test were administered to approximately 400 students. A 
pool of 24 items for each of the eight skills was assigned to two 
parallel forms of the test. Approximately 1,000 students took both 
forms of the test with 1 or 2 days intervening, intercorrelations 
and multiple regression analyses were used to analyze the data. It 
is concluded that comprehension among mature readers is not a uni- 
tary mental skill or operation. It is pointed out that systematic 
learning exercises appropriate in level of difficulty for each pupil 
should be provided. In addition, there is a need for a series of 
self-teaching practice exercises for developing proficiency in the 
constituent skills of comprehension among mature readers. A biblio- 
graphy is given. (BK) 
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A curriculum guide for the secondary classroom teacher design- 
ed to extend the work of the reading teacher, to make all teachers 
conscious of their responsibility to teach reading, and to offer 
suggestions on how to promote growth in reading is presented. The 
following are discussed: how to introduce a reading assignment, 

the SQ3R approach, some typical patterns of organization, some spe- 
cial skills in content areas, special problems in science and mathe- 
matics, special problems in social studies, flexibility, levels of 
comprehension, vocabulary development, the Gates Reading Survey 
Test, informal testing, oral reading, and developing a sound approach 
to reading. A bibliography is included. (RH) 
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A survey of 34 key publications on the Initial Teaching Alpha- 
bet which have appeared since January 1967 is presented. The pub- 
lications are considered under the following headings: Research 

Conclusions, The Second British I.T.A. Experiment, Composition in 
I.T.A., Future Research Reports, and The Application of I.T.A. Com- 
plete bibliographic data are provided. This paper was presented at 
the National Council of Teachers of English Conference (Vancouver, 
B.C., August 1967). (RH) 
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A study was conducted to determine whether the frequency of 
reading disability cases could be markedly decreased (l) by a care- 
ful diagnosis of the child's reading readiness and general school 
readiness and (2) by the establishment of an appropriate teaching 
situation for those children whose diagnosis indicated potential 
reading and writing difficulties. In 1958 a pilot study was begun 
with first graders and was continued through grade 3* Extensive 
information was obtained for each child through tests and parental 
interviews. Subjects whose diagnostic reports predicted that read- 
ing disability would result if no auxiliary measures were taken 
were given special help by a reading clinic teacher and by the class- 
room teacher. On reading tests given after the first, second, and 
third grades, experimental subjects achieved significantly higher 
scores. The main study followed a similar design using 466 control 
subjects and 472 experimental subjects. Eighty- three percent of 
the cases identified as potential reading disability cases were pre- 
vented. The prognostic values of the predictors used, the stability 
of different types of criteria, and the effects of remedial teach- 
ing are discussed. This paper was presented at the International 
Reading Association Conference (Seattle, May 4-6 > 1967) (RH) 
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Past studies on reading audience behavior focused on differ- 
entiating individual members according to the quantity and quality 
of the books they read. These studies did not deal with interre- 
lationships among members. An approach was needed to identify what 
constitutes a reading audience and how its members interrelate. An 
aggregate level approach offers possibilities for distinguishing 
between the center and the periphery in an audience and for investi- 
gating interrelationships among its subpublics. The center-peri- 
phery concept assumes that in any audience there is a center, a 
group more knowledgeable with the medium than are others .who com- 
prise the periphery. Examples of aggregate level analysis are cited. 
The first example explains the relationship between the size of an 
audience and the balance of the center and peripheral readers. A 
second example examines the relationship between one reading sub- 
public and another to determine how different kinds of tastes go 
together. The third example compares center and peripheral readers 
and investigates sources of books read., This paper was presented 
at the American Sociological Association Conference (6lst, Miami 
Beach, August 1966). (NS) 



203. ED 014 405 HE 000 4H 

Improving Word Perception. 

By- Cleland, Donald L. 

Pub Date Nov 66 

EDRS Price MF-$0.25 H0-#1.30 24P. 

Descriptors- ^Auditory Perception, ^Perception, ^Perceptual Develop- 
ment, ^Reading Skills, ^Visual Perception, Comprehension, Verbal 
Stimuli, Word Recognition. 

Perception is defined as the meaningful response to the visual 
or oral signal which is universally referred to as words. Percep- 
tion includes the arousal of meaning and is a consciousness or an 
awareness of the experiences elicited by these visual or oral sig- 
nals. Improving word perception involves at least the following 
three processes which are explored here: improving visual skills, 

improving auditory skills, and building a rich background of exper- 
ience. Five visual skills and seven auditory skills— all amenable 
to training— are considered. Differences between percepts and 
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concepts are delineated. Improving word perception involves ap- 
plying Hollingworth's theory of cue-reduction to visual and audi- 
tory characteristics of words and enables the child to associate 
appropriate segments of his increasing experiential background with 
these symbols. Thi3 paper was presented at the National Council 
of Teachers of English Meeting (Houston, November 1966). (RH) 
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An investigation of the achievement in basal reading skills by 
mentally handicapped, intellectually normal, and superior pupils 
taught with the Scott, Foresman New Basic Readers Program at read- 
ing instructional levels 2, 3> 4> and 5 is reported. Specific re- 
search objectives were: (l) to identify sequences among basal read- 

ing skills in five categories (phonetic analysis, structural analy- 
sis, dictionary, word functions, and comprehension), ( 2 ) to examine 
intellectual processes related to achievement in selected basal 
reading skills (associative memory, conceptualization, verbal mean- 
ing, and reasoning), (3) to describe trends in achievement in basal 
reading skills over the instructional levels studied, (4) to com- 
pare retarded and normal groups' beginning levels and achievement 
in the basal skills for a 7-month instructional period, and ( 5 ) to 
compare normal and superior groups' beginning levels and achieve- 
ment in the basal skills for a 7-month period. Subjects were 947 
pupils from three Georgia school systems. A test-retest design was 
used. Investigation procedures and methods of data analysis are 
described. Over 150 tables and figures are presented. Specimen 
tests and basic statistical data are appended. (RH) 
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The final report of a study conducted to determine (l) wheth- 
er critical reading skills can be taught to elementary school chil- 
dren while maintaining progress in other basic reading skills, (2) 
whether there is a relationship between critical reading ability 
and such characteristics as general reading ability, intelligence,^ 
and personality factors, ( 3 ) what kinds of teacher verbal behavior 
elicit critical responses from children, and (4) what are the reac- 
tions of teachers to the process of teaching critical reading is 
presented. The subjects were 631 Ohio school children in 24 in- 
tact classrooms, grades 1 through 6, with two control and two ex- 
perimental classes at each grade level. Experimental classes re- 
ceived instruction in critical reading, while controls received in- 
struction in children’s literature for 1 academic year. A test- 
retest design was used. At every grade level, the mean scores of 
the experimental classes were significantly higher than those of 
controls on critical reading tests. No significant differences 
appeared between groups on the general reading test. Other findings 
are discussed. Instrumental materials developed for the stud^--a 
verified list of critical reading skills, lesson plans, an observa- 
tional scale, and critical reading tests — are appended. (RH) 
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Trends evident in adult reading during the 1960’s in the areas 
of administration, programs, teaching, techniques, research pro- 
jects,. and methods of promotion of reading programs are discussed. 
Two instances of commerical exploitation based on intense and often 
fallacious advertising and on public ignorance are cited. A posi- 
tive trend in the area of research on the nature of adult reading is 
noted. The findings of studies on high speed reading by Spache, 
Taylor and Liddle, Thalberg and Eller, Stephens and Oran, and Shale 
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are reviewed. More research is recommended in the area of inner 
or subvocal speech. Another positive trend is toward the develop- 
ment of reading programs for business and industrial concerns. The 
role- of the university, particularly of New York University, in 
fostering the development and supervision of business and indus- 
trial programs is discussed. (LS) 
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A 2-year study of the ability of first graders to learn to 
read using the "Early-to-Read i/t/a" series was conducted. Sixty- 
one first graders in Rose Hill Elementary School, Mukilteo, Washing- 
ton, were randomly assigned to an experimental group using the i/t/a 
series and to a control group using the "Ginn Basic Readers . " Three 
randomly chosen first-grade classes served as the subcontrol group. 
According to readiness tests, an intelligence scale, and an alpha- 
bet knowledge test, the experimental and control groups were not 
significantly different. About 160 beginning reading trade books 
were transliterated for the experimental group. Traditional editions 
were made available to the control group. Other tests given were 
the Gray Oral Reading Tests, the standard reading inventories, and 
the Stanford Achievement Tests. Results indicated that there were 
no significant differences in first-grade achievement, in second- 
grade achievement, or in overall reading achievement between the 
experimental and control groups. Both groups were superior to the 
subcontrol group. The experimental group read significantly better 
than the other two groups when reading i/t/a materials and consistent- 
ly scored highest. The subcontrol group consistently scored lowest. 
(NS) 
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A study was conducted to determine whether people can change 
their perceptual processing strategies to include tests for the 
presence of only those stimulus features necessary for the task 
at hand. Learning during practice and the effect of age on the 
ability to use optimal strategies were investigated. A disjunctive 
reaction time procedure was employed. Roman capital letters were 
divided into positive and negative sets, and there were 135 trials 
for each of three conditions. The performance of second and sixth 
graders was compared with the performance of college sophomores. 
Reaction time and errors were recorded. A mixed analysis of co- 
variance was run for grade, condition, and practice as factors. 
Results indicate that perceptual learning did occur and that motor 
skills did improve, although differential rate of improvement was 
not accounted for. Figures are included. (MG ) 
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Clarke College in Dubuque, Iowa, initiated an NDEA Summer In- 
stitute in Reading in 1965 to upgrade elementary reading instruc- 
tion and to check underachievement among its elementary school 
children. The problems involved with word recognition, techniques 
of questioning, comprehension, study skills, critical reading, cre- 
ative reading, reading readiness, and the language arts were stud- 
ied. Activities at the institute included research work by the 
participants, discussions of lectures given by reading experts, 
observation-demonstrations, evaluations of current theories and 
instructional aids, and the practicum. The practicum provided ex- 
periences in teaching developmental reading, reading in the content 
areas, diagnostic teaching in group situations, and the use of a 
variety of techniques and instructional aids with learners of dif- 
ferent abilities. The participants evaluated their experiences 
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twice — once at the end of the institute and again the following 
December. The responses were generally favorable. This paper was 
presented at the International Reading Association Conference (Se- 
attle, May 4-6, 1967). (NS) 
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The goals and patterns of the reading curriculum for kinder- 
garten to grade 12 in Trenton, New Jersey, are presented in a resource 
book which includes descriptive statements of learner characteristics 
and charts to be read horizontally for skills at each developmental 
level and vertically for skills progressing from kindergarten through 
grade 12. Some of the topics discussed are the role of the coordi- 
nator for developmental and corrective reading, inservice training, 
the differentiation of learning behaviors for continuous instruction, 
and the continual evaluation of teaching techniques and related pupil 
behaviors. This paper was presented at the International Reading As- 
sociation Conference (Seattle, May 4-6, 1967). (MC) 
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The symptomat logy and treatment of dyslexia are discussed. 

A description of the dynamic nature of dyslexia, including visual 
perception, auditory perception and speech, neurological abnormali- 
ties, and auditory-visual relationships, is presented. Treatment 
for dyslexic children is dependent on diagnosis and constant evalu- 
ation. Some methods of teaching reading are described. Although 
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present prospects for dyslexic children are nob favorable, some pro- 
grams for learning disabilities are becoming available. However, 
diagnosis is difficult, and special methods of instruction are sel- 
dom begun early enough to avoid emotional involvement. A biblio- 
graphy is included. ( BK) 
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A study was conducted to delineate how perception occurs during 
oral reading. From an analysis of classical and modern research, a 
heuristic model was constructed which delineated the directly inter- 
acting systems postulated as functioning during oral reading. The 
model as outlined was differentiated logically into three major pro- 
cessing functions: sensory, recognitional, and response. Data were 

derived from 2,465 eye-voice span pairings furnished by eight sub- 
jects reading three passages of varying difficulty. The synchroni- 
zation of recordings using the Gilbert Eye-Movement Camera and taped 
oral reading showed relatively constant eye-voice span. Correla- 
tions between measures of smooth reading and the constancy of tempor- 
al eye-voice span were high. The estimated time elapsing between 
eye and voice during smooth reading was validated. Reestablishing 
a steady state following an interruption was not statistically sta- 
ble. The use of multiple fixations, regressions, and prolonged fixa- 
tion pauses was substantiated, and significant relationships among 
eye-movement patterns were found. The need to temporally balance 
input and output systems and the need to correct eye -functioning in 
order to reestablish temporal balance were evident. The model was 
declared incomplete, and, although it may add to cumulative knowl- 
edge of reading phenomena, has little to offer the teacher at pres- 
ent. This paper was presented at the International Reading Assn. 
Conf. (Seattle, May 4-6, 1967). (MC) 
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Linguistic insights and methods were applied to reading. Six 
hypotheses were tested: (l) that early readers recognize words in 

context which they cannot recognize in lists, (2) that the ability 
to read with natural intonation is related to comprehension, (3) 
that regressions in reading are largely for the purpose of improv- 
ing comprehension, (4) that errors in reading are cued, (5) that 
the artificial language in basal readers causes errors by miscuing 
readers, and (6) that in retelling a story, children alter language 
to make it sound more natural. Subjects were 100 randomly selected 
first, second, and third graders iri Michigan. Materials were a 
sequence of stories selected from the Betts Reading Series. Word 
lists were made from the stories. The procedure called for children 
to read the graded word list and then the story from which the words 
were taken. Subjects retold the story which was tape recorded. 

Many words read in context were not read from lists. Second and 
third graders made about double the number of regressions per line 
read as did first graders. Very few children read with natural in- 
tonations. In general, it appears that intonation influenced com- 
prehension. A preliminary linguistic taxonomy of cues and miscues 
in reading is included-*- This papex was presented at the American 
Educational Research Association meeting (Chicago, February 19-21, 
1964). (BK) 
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A vocabulary guide of cognate words in English and Spanish is 
presented. The value of the guide rests on the assumptions that 
the learning of similar words in both languages could change Span- 
ish-speaking American pupils’ negative attitude about English as 
well as increase their vocabulary. Words in the ’’Velazquez Spanish 
and English Dictionary” of both vocabulary systems were compared, 
and cognate words similar in form and meaning were chosen. The 
guide is arranged alphabetically and classified in terms of 12 ob- 
servations. This paper was adapted from a study by Celinda Madera 
de Nido for a reading institute sponsored by Science Research Asso- 
ciates (San Antonio, Texas, July 18-22, 1966). (BK) 
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Since reading instructional objectives help determine the future 
of learners, these objectives should be formulated carefully. While 
society's demands should be considered in developing objectives, 
their selection depends on the teaching staff's convictions and phi- 
losophy of education. What is known about the learning process and 
about the learner, however, must be considered. Curriculum experts 
recommend using specific objectives to clarify and illustrate larger 
objectives. If general objectives are used, levels of generaliza- 
tion must be defined and verified experimentally. Objectives should 
be in behavioral terms, placed in hierarchial order according to the- 
ories of development and maturation, and compared with and classified 
according to developed systems of defining goals in behavioral terms. 
Teachers should give learners the chance to try what is asked of 
them. These tasks must be gratifying enough to stimulate them to try 
new ways of achieving the same goals. While reading instructional 
objectives define and direct learning, the reading program should be 
flexible enough to allow for individual differences. This paper was 
presented at the International Reading Association Conference (Seattle, 
May 4-6, 1967). (NS) 
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The results of a followup investigation to determine whether 
the persistence of left-lateral tendencies of a group of children 
was related to first-grade reading performance are reported. The 
original investigation at the preschool level included 64 subjects. 
Forty subjects remained in the local school system through first 
grade for the followup testing. The subjects were retested for 
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hand-eye preference using the drawing and cutting hand tests and the 
Miles (1930) Test of Binocular Sighting Preference. Subjects were 
classified right- or left-handed if they performed consistently in 
both drawing and cutting and mixed if inconsistent. In addition, 
an IQ estimate was obtained with the WISC vocabulary subtest. The 
results show significant differences favoring the consistent right 
group in both reading and arithmetic. Eyedness was an important 
factor in directional relations. Brighter children with a natural 
motor tendency in right-to-left direction adapted readily to peri- 
pheral visual difficulties for word recognition in isolation and in 
sequence. No evidence was presented to warrant attempting to change 
a child’s hand-eye status. References and tables are given. This 
paper was presented at the Council for Exceptional Children Confer- 
ence (Toronto, April 20, 1966). (MC) 
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An annotated list of books and audiovisual materials recommend- 
ed for teaching the contributions of Negroes to American life and 
the Negro heritage and traditions is presented. The notes included 
with each entry describe the unique features which would appeal to 
specific curricula interests. The selection guide should be of 
particular value to small school districts in selecting and recommend- 
ing materials for factual information on the American Negro. The 
work is intended to provide teachers and librarians with a buying 
list which will help them develop book collections and to provide 
opportunities for pupils to observe the interrelationship of people 
within the United States. Three librarians with extensive experience 
in work with Negro American literature compiled the bibliography with 
the use of standard bibliographic tools. The citations are arranged 
by subject, and there is a title index and a subject and author in- 
dex. (Author) 
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When they individualize reading instruction, teachers should 
realize that children are very different and that continuous apprais- 
al of each child's attributes and needs is imperative. Teachers 
should utilize informal evaluative techniques for appraising growth 
in reading skills. Readiness for beginning reading is determined 
by observing personal maturation traits, language development level, 
and behaviors manifesting pictorial interpretation abilities, story 
sense skills, and visual-discrimination skills. So that suitable 
materials are assigned to each child, it is necessary to determine 
his reading level by studying records of previous work and group or 
individual reading inventories. To insure appropriate instruction 
and balance in the development of various reading abilities, contin- 
uous appraisal of each child's difficulties and progress is achieved 
through teacher-pupil conferences, by recording individual extension 
reading, by analyzing errors in oral reading, comprehension, and work- 
study exercises, by conducting interest inventories, and by testing 
eye-voice span and auditory-memory span. To provide more evaluative 
techniques, a list of references and Strang's checklist record of 
classroom observation on pupil’s reading are included. This paper 
is published in "Individualized Instruction in Reading, A Report 
of the Twentieth Annual Conference Course on Reading," University of 
Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, Pa. (NS) 
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The reading center at San Bernardino Valley College related 
computer uses to four aspects of its reading program: diagnosis, 

instruction, evaluation, and research. A systems design for the 
total program was developed through the practical concerns associ- 
ated with these four aspects. The following are the objectives of 
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the Valley College program in its systems approach: (l) to assure 

sequence and continuity in the reading program while providing cur- 
rent data on student achievement, (2) to control and follow student 
progress, (3) to keep the teacher informed about individual progress, 
(4) to provide a more effective means of programing students into 
materials and media, (5) to assure individual student progression 
with the skills he needs to work on in sequence, and (6) to have the 
potential of branching, since the test data can indicate additional 
skills material available through storage in the memory banks of the 
computer. Some specific applications of the use of the computer are 
reported. A comparison of computer functions and learning functions 
is made. Nine references are given. This paper was presented at 
the National Reading Conference (St. Petersburg, Florida, December 
1-3, 1966). (RH) 
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The New York City school system’s efforts in programed instruc- 
tion are discussed. In the senior high schools, experiments are 
being conducted with Doubleday’s ’’Tutor Texts” on computer mathe- 
matics, the TEMAC materials, and the United States Industries’ ’’Auto 
Tutors.” In the junior high schools, specialists are developing 
programs in reading and mathematics for slow learners. In 1963, 
three commercially prepared programs in science, reading, mathemat- 
ics, and social studies were used in seven public elementary schools. 
Data obtained on pupil achievement and attitudes revealed that the 
pupils learned through the programs and that they liked the tech- 
nique. However, the use of the programs alone was not as effective 
as pupil-teacher interaction. Therefore, an audio approach to pro- 
graming is being explored. In 1964, a project to develop programed 
reading materials for slow learners was initiated. Corrective read- 
ing teachers identified objectives and skills in behavioral terms, 
set standards of achievement, and prepared programed reading mate- 
rials. Interviews with pupils revealed attitudes, the mental process- 
es used, and the behavior manifested. While programed reading pro- 
vides for independent reading, its advantages cannot be extended to 
preliterates until provisions are made for them. This paper was 1 
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presented at the Convention of the National Society for Programed 
Instruction (Philadelphia, May 7, 1965). ( NS ) 
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The selection and training of teacher aids for Cleveland's ele- 
mentary schools are described. Eighty women were chosen from the 
Aid to Dependent Children rolls and were enrolled in a 5-nionth train- 
ing program. The program was unique in its plan to train women with 
less than a high school education. The objectives of the program 
were to develop high levels of communication skills which would make 
the women more employable and to give specific training which would 
enable them to be of valuable assistance to teachers. Pretests and 
post-tests measured reading skills, visual functioning, and auditory 
discrimination.- Reading proficiencies were set at the fourth grade 
level for candidates for primary grades and at the seventh grade 
level for candidates' for the upper elementary classrooms. Tables 
present data such as teachers' ratings of the assistants' performance 
in the classroom. (MC) 
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* 

Very little important research has been done in the field of 
language arts, and the research interest in that field ends with 
the publication of research reports which offer pronouncements rather 
than research evidence. The purposes of research or how its findings 
could be used have not been clarified. There is also blind accep- 
tance of what authorities say. Some major problems in handwriting, 
spelling, listening, oral expression, and in written expression need 
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investigation. More thorough examination of proposals advanced, of 
the findings of language scholars, and of the direction being taken 
by curriculum change should be made . The help of the National Coun- 
cil on Research in English and other organizations is needed to re- 
late current teaching materials and techniques to the best available 
research evidence and to distribute lists of specific problems to 
agencies interested in funding educational research. This paper was 
presented at the National Conference on Research in English (New 
York, February 17-18, 1967). (NS) 
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Findings from a study of research orientation among reading 
experts are reported. While involvement in research is usually dis- 
couraged by heavy teaching loads, meager research facilities, lack 
of financial support, and nonresearch oriented background, many 
experts had not engaged in research even under favorable conditions . 
Hence, research training, past and present research experience, and 
research ideology were used as indices to identify research oriented 
experts. It was found that sex, the quality of the school attended, 
and the type of degree earned were factors contributing to research 
orientation. A comparison of experts who were members of the Nation- 
al Conference on Research in English (NCRE) with nonmembers indicated 
that NCRE members did not conform to patterns usually associated with 
high research orientation. The NCRE of the past had unknowingly en- 
couraged inbreeding and had prevented work with other fields. The 
present NCRE trend, however, is toward membership by noneducators 
and interdisciplinary consultation. This paper was presented to the 
National Conference on Research in English (New York, February 17-18, 
1967). (NS) 
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The Staats Motivated Learning Reading Procedure is an applica- 
tion of an integrated-functional approach to learning in the area 
of reading. The method involves a system of extrinsic reinforcement 
which employs tokens backed up by a monetary reward. The student 
reports to the program administrator some item for which he would 
like to work, such as a phonograph record or a pair of shoes, and 
the item’s exact price. When he has earned tokens which equal the 
amount necessary, he is given the money and allowed to buy the item. 
Procedures are explicit, simple to administer, and are applied on 
a 1— to— 1 basis by nonprofessional personnel. The procedures are 
designed to progressively reduce the amount of reinforcement given 
per reading response as the training progresses. The method has 
proved applicable to students with severe behavior problems, to the 
emotionally disturbed, the educable mentally retarded, and to stu- 
dents from regular elementary and junior high classrooms identified 
as poor readers* Samples of the materials used and step— by— step 
lesson procedures are appended. (RH) 
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An extensive survey and review of the materials available for 
teaching illiterate adults to read was conducted by questioning 
publishers about the literature they published for the adult basic 
literacy market. Based on the publishers’ replies, the following 
six annotated lists of adult reading materials were compiled and 
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are presented: basic reading programs for adults, supplementary- 

skill builders, supplementary easy reading materials, U.S. Govern- 
ment Printing Office publications, materials for teaching reading 
to foreign born adults, and a selected list of publications useful 
to literacy instructors. A checklist accompanies each program to 
aid in its evaluation. Publishers' addresses are given. References 
are included. (RH) 
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A survey of the mechanical aids available for the teaching of 
reading which describes their operation, their cost, and limitations 
is presented to provide school personnel with some information about 
mechanical aids in general and about selected prototypical devices 
in particular. Educators can obtain further information about the 
devices from the manufacturer whose address is included with each 
description. The devices described fall into four categories: ta- 

chistoscopes, accelerators, pacers, and multimedia presentations, 
such as the Language Master and the Califone Remedial Reading Labora- 
tory. Some of the research related to these devices is discussed. 
References and illustrations are provided. (RH) 
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A method of treating reading deficits based upon an extrinsic 
motivationai system previously employed successfully with a single 
subject was extended to 18 additional subjects. The junior high 
age subjects included retarded children in special classes, several 
emotionally disturbed children, and culturally deprived children. 

The method of training used in the original study was simple to ad- 
minister. It was hypothesized that subprofessional personnel could 
be employed to administer the treatment. Adult volunteers and high 
school seniors were used as the instructional technicians. The 18 
subjects were given 3B.2 hours of training in daily half-hour ses- 

period the average reinforcement earned was 
mt, ’ x mean numbe r of single word reading responses was 94,425. 

r u t !u° f reading accelerated over the period of training, even* 
though the reading material became more difficult. This occurred 
during a period when progressively less reinforcement was given per 
reading response. A mean of 616.8 new words was learned, and 70.9 
percent of these was retained in a long term test. The attention, 
attendance, cooperation, and diligent work behavior of the various 
children were maintained in good strength throughout the duration 
of the study. (Author) 
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Kindergarten children were used as subjects in an attempt to 
discover whether children with short and long memory spans use dif- 
ferentcues to recognize words and whether memory span tests are 
effective predictors of difficulty in learning to read. It was 
hoped that children would exhibit a consistent pattern of choices 
oyer trials, which might have implications for teaching word recog- 
nition and other reading skills. The digit span subtest of the 
ec sler Intelligence Scale for Children, an auditory test, measured 
memory span and was used as the screening device. Five-letter non- 
sense. words comprised the word recognition task. Children were re- 
quired to select from a group of nonsense words the one similar to 
the word that had just been shown to them. Each word in the response 
group contained one cue which appeared in the same position as in 
the stimulus word with the other cues held constant. Five cues were 



examined — positions 1, 2, 3> 4 > an ^ 5> an d each subject had an equal 
opportunity to respond to each cue. All groups showed a preference 
for cue 1, and there was a tendency to respond to cue 3 and cue 5« 

An avoidance effect seemed to be operating with cue 2 and cue 4» 

The results on Friedman's analysis of variance of ranks indicated, 
that random selection may have been operating for boys and girls in 
the low memory span group. For the middle and high memory span 
boys, a preference pattern was not likely to arise by chance. Tables, 
24 references, and an example of the form for recording response 
choices are included. (Author) 
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The labeling and discrimination of colors were studied in chil- 
dren with primary reading retardation and in a matched group of normal 
children. Ten male students in Michigan representing an age range of 
9 years 10 months to 14 years 10 months were chosen as subjects. De- 
velopmental, medical, educational, neurological, psychiatric, and psy- 
chometric data were collected on each subject. Either the Gates Read- 
ing Test or the California Reading Test was administered. Each re- 
tarded reader was matched with a normal reader of approximately the 
same age and intelligence. The spectral locations of boundaries. be- 
tween color categories were comparable in the groups. The discrimi- 
nation functions obtained for both groups were better than those pre- 
dicted. The normal group performed significantly more accurately 
than the retarded readers. Both groups showed a positive correlation 
between predicted and obtained discriminability scores. Tables and 
references are included. (BK) 
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Descriptors- ^Motivation, ^Motivation Techniques, "Reading Achieve- 
ment, ^Student Motivation, **Task Performance, Attention Control, 
Elementary Grades, University of Michigan. 

The work output of retarded readers using a programed literacy 
curriculum was observed under various conditions ol reinforcement 
in a controlled classroom. Task behavior was followed by conditions 
of no consequence, teacher praise, a work-break consequence, a mone- 
tary consequence, and feedback on amount of work relative to pre- 
vious work. Six different experiments were conducted with subjects 
ranging in age from 70 months to 12 years 7 months. The extinction 
of task behavior tended to occur under conditions of no consequence 
and of teacher praise. Conditions of monetary consequence and of 
feedback on progress resulted in high, sustained rates of work be- 
havior. Detailed results are reported in tables and figures. (Author) 
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A Suggested Method for Pre-School Identification of Potential Read- 
ing Disability. 

By- Newton, Kenneth R. And Others 
Report Number CRP-S-455 

Report Number BR-5-8347 Pub Date °° 

Contract 0EC-6-10-144 

EDRS Price MF-$0.25 HC-f2.10 40P. 

Descriptors- # Perceptual Motor Coordination, * Predictive Ability 
(Testing), ^Reading Difficulty, ^Visual Discrimination, Age, Asso- 
ciative Learning, Factual Reading, Intelligence Quotient, Kephart 
Walking Board Ability Test, Reading Diagnosis, Visual and Ocular 
Motility Tests, Visual Perception, Winter Haven Form Copying, Word 
Recognition. 

The relationships between pre reading measures of visual-motor- 
perceptual skills and reading achievement were studied. Subjects 
were 172 first graders. Pretests and post-tests for word recogni- 
tion, motor coordination, and visual perception were administered. 
Fourteen variables were tested. Results indicated that form-copy- 
ing was more effective than IQ as a predictor of reading disability. 
The correlation between age and reading was lowest. ^ Appendixes pro- 
vide examples of testing materials and an outline of the training 
sessions. Twenty-nine references are listed. (MC) 
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Report Number CRP-2643 

Report Number BR-5-0347 

Contract 0EC-5-10-073 

EDRS Price MF-#0.50 HC-$5.95 117P. 

Descriptors- ^Covert Response, dinner Speech (Subvocal), ^Reading 
Research, ^Silent Reading, Electromechanical Aids, Handwriting, 
Intermediate Grades, Listening, Longitudinal Studies, Primary Grades, 
Thought Processes. 

Covert behavior has potentially great scientific and techno- 
logical importance, though present knowledge of this response class 
is meager. Scientifically, covert behavior has been studied for 
two reasons: (l) because of its intimate relation to the "thought 

processes," and (2) because it is part of the realm of behavior that 
the psychologist seeks to understand. (A science of behavior that 
confined itself to overt responses would be, at best, incomplete.) 

The broad purpose of the research reported here is to increase the 
understanding of the nature and function of covert behavior. This 
report consists of six sections. The problem for each section is 
developed separately, as are the methods of attacking each problem, 
the resultant findings, the discussion, and conclusions. The re- 
port documents the occurrence of heightened covert oral behavior in 
a variety of situations, and the findings strongly suggest that this 
kind of behavior is beneficial to the individual in some way. The 
results are encouraging and form the basis for a more substantial 
attack of covert behavior. Tables, figures, and bibliographies are 
included. (Author/BL) 
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The second issue of Volume 1 of "The Oklahoma Reader" presents 
six articles in an effort to extend the work of the Oklahoma Read- 
ing Council to teachers throughout the state. The articles concern 
plans for a remedial program, the role of illustrations in basic 
readers, word attack skills, strengthening attention span, critical 
reading, use of tests, and multilevel materials. A discussion of 
IRA findings on reading and a case report including detailed diagno- 
sis and recommendations for an adjusted reading program are given. 
(MC) 
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Improving the Reading Level of Disadvantaged Adults. 
By- McKee, John M. And Others 

Rehabilitation Research Foundation, Elmore, Ala. 

Pub Date 
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Descriptors- “Adult Reading Programs, * Phonics, “Reading Compre- 
hension, “Reading Improvement, “Remedial Reading, Alabama, Draper 
Correctional Center, Educationally Disadvantaged, Elmore, Illiter- 
ate Adults, Manpower Development, MDTA Vocational Experimental Dem- 
onstration Project/, Mechanical Teaching Aids, Perceptual Develop- 
ment Laboratories Diagnostic Reading Test. 



To help disadvantaged inmates with low reading levels and those 
considered functionally illiterate, the Draper Correctional Center 
in Alabama experimented with various reading improvement programs. 
Most successful was the reading improvement program using the per- 
ceptoscope. All applicants who scored below the seventh grade read- 
ing level in the Metropolitan Achievement Test took the Perceptual 
Development Laboratories (PDL) Diagnostic Reading Test and were then 
enrolled either in the phonics program or in the intermediate read- 
ing program. The phonics program helped inmates who could not func- 
tion at the intermediate level know about language sounds and de- 
velop the ability to convert sounds into words through the PDL Pho- 
nics Training System'. The 40— l®®® 0 * 1 intermediate reading program 
used lessons read from the screen with speed controlled by the per- 
ceptoscope and lessons to improve comprehension. The whole program 
was effective in teaching reading skills , particularly comprehension, 
and in enhancing other language skills. The experimental group gain- 
ed 2.5 grade levels, the control group had a .7 gain. This report 
lists other reading programs used at Draper Correctional Center. 

(NS) 
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Four null hypotheses were tested to evaluate selected reading 
readiness tests as predictors of first-grade reading achievement. 

Five schools in the Bangor, Maine, city school system were randomly 
chosen. In each school, one class used the experimental program 
which emphasized supplementary vocabulary instruction with readi- 
ness training. Another class used the conventional program without 
vocabulary instruction. Both programs were based on the Harper-Row 
basal readers. Reading readiness was determined by the selected 
reading readiness tests during the second week of the school year. 
Reading achievement was tested by individual word recognition tests 
based on the vocabulary of the four preprimers used and by Spache’s 
Diagnostic Reading Scales. Results statistically analyzed at the 
University of Maine Computing Center indicated that prediction of 
success in first-grade reading was significantly improved by using 
composite subtests, by clearly defining the achievement criteria, 
and by organizing and controlling instructional variables. Nine 
subtests were identified, and it was found that intact tests did 
not really measure features of readiness. An extensive bibliogra- 
phy and tabulated test results are included in this final report of 
a study done under contract with the Department of Health, Education, 
and Welfare. (NS) 
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Descriptors- ^Reading Achievement, ^Reading "Research, ^Sensory 
Experience, Auditory Perception, Grade 2, Grade 4, Grade 6, Overt 
Response, Socioeconomic Status, Visual Perception. 

A study was conducted to determine the relationship between 
visual and auditory singular modal responses and modal shifting 
behavior to reading achievement with control for such variables as 
intelligence, age, sex, and socioeconomic status. Subjects were 
120 second, fourth, and sixth graders from Peoria, Illinois, public 
elementary schools. Measures of the following variables were ob- 
tained for each student: auditory and visual reaction times, visu- 

al-auditory shifting and singular modal auditory and visual response, 
intelligence, socioeconomic status, and reading achievement. Cor- 
relations and t tests were used to analyze the data. Modal shifting 
was independent of socioeconomic status. Random relationships exist- 
ed between sense modality shifting and reading achievement. Differ- 
ences were not found between reaction times to the singular visual 
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and auditory channels and the shifting between the two channels of 
communication. References and tables are included. (BK) 
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Descriptors- *Class Organization, ^Grouping (instructional Purposes), 
^Grouping Procedures, ^Reading Achievement, Elementary Grades, Glen- 
view Public Schools, Illinois. 

Twenty-seven studies on interclass grouping at the elementary 
level arei summarized. It is pointed out that the summary is neither 
exhaustive nor deliberately slanted. Studies poorly done in terms 
of sample or treatment were not included. The studies are grouped 
according to two questions: (l) is achievement increased by group- 

ing and (2) are students’ attitudes affected by grouping. A series 
of quotations from the research studies is given to provide a brief 
survey of the literature. A bibliography is included. (RH) 
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A Reading Specialist’ Looks at Linguistics. 

Dy- Hillerich, Robert L. 

Pub Date Jun 67 
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Descriptors- ^Linguistics, ^Reading Instruction, Early Reading, 
Glenview Public Schools, Illinois, Linguistic Theory, Reading Ma- 
terials . 

The relationship of linguistics to the teaching of reading is 
described. Four major principles on which linguists seem to agree 
are outlined: (l) Speech is language, while print is only the rep- 

resentation of language. (2) Language is systematic, not haphazard 
or random, and consequently can be studied in a systematic fashion. 
(3) Language is habitual, and one develops skill in a language by 
operating within it, not by learning its rules. ( 4 ) The typical 
school-age child has already mastered the sounds and basic sentence 
patterns of his native language. The success of the critical act 
of applying these principles to the teaching of reading depends on 
the cooperation between linguists and reading specialists. To il- 
lustrate the difference between the two groups, the content of lin- 
guistics materials is contrasted with the content of typical basal 
readers. Linguists should help teachers of reading to understand 
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the structure of the language and how it functions so that they 
can teach reading more effectively. A bibliography is given. (RH) 
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Questions as Aids to Reading — Some Research and a Theory. 

By- Frase, Lawrence T. 

Pub Date 67 
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Descriptors- ^Feedback, ^Programed Instruction, ^ Questioning Tech- 
niques, ^Reading Research, Learning Theories, Programed Materials, 
Programing, Reinforcement, University of Massachusetts. 

To support the view that there are several ways of controlling 
learning behaviors, two approaches to studying the effect of ques- 
tions on adult reading behavior in relation to programed materials 
are reviewed, and an alternative S-R model is offered. The "cyber- 
netic" view proceeds from the assumption that sensory feedback rather 
than confirmation and reinforcement is the mechanism for learning 
from printed materials. A question must precede the reading passage 
in order to effectively control behavior. Otherwise, the learner 
must be allowed to review the material after seeing the question. 

The emphasis, therefore, is on control and integration of responses 
in terms of a prescribed criterion, the question. In contrast, 
the "mathemagenic" approach states that the acquisition and reten- 
tion of information from printed material can be related to atten- 
tive responses, called "mathemagenic responses," which are controlled 
by test-like events and the material in the passage which is asso- 
ciated with that controlling stimulus. A theoretical S-R model con- 
sistent with the two views is presented to illustrate the premise 
that learning via reinforcement can be broadened to include control 
of ongoing reading behavior. (NS) 
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The following questions are answered to show that the reading 
program spans the total curriculum: (l) what reading skills are 
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required for reading in the content areas, (2) who should teach 
these skills, and (3) what materials are needed. Skills should be 
grouped according to skills for reading a single study- type selec- 
tion, skills for securing information from different sources, and 
skills for reading short, specific selections. These skills should 
be taught during the regular reading instruction period and applied 
during the content area period without further attention except for 
refinement and for the development of the habit of using them. Ma- 
terials to be used should delineate the specific skills to be taught, 
provide well-organized lessons for teaching them, suggest specific 
areas and situations for their application and integration, and in- 
clude selections of appropriate content. Finally, provisions for 
their application in a functional setting must be made by the con- 
tent area teachers. The reading program spans the total curriculum 
and involves both the reading teachers and the content area teach- 
ers. This paper was presented at the International Reading Associa- 
tion Conference (Seattle, May 4-6> 1967). (NS) 
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^Learning, #Lower Class, Socioeconomic Status, Auditory Discrimi- 
nation, Sensory Experience, Visual Discrimination. . 

The hypotheses that environmental circumstances influence the 
process of knowledge acquisition is discussed. The role of partial 
and full sensory isolation and deprivation and its negative effect 
on learning is shown to be supported by research, The Institute for 
Developmental Studies at New York University is engaged in research 
dealing with the auditory modality discrimination of lower class 
children. The auditory mode of learning for lower class children 
seems to be less efficient than the visual mode. References are 
included. This paper was presented at the International Reading 
Association Conference (Seattle, May 4-6, 1967). (BK) 
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Environment, Cultural Factors, Educational Disadvantagement, Illi- 
nois, Language Handicaps, Psychological Needs, Science Research 
Associates. 

Educating the culturally different learner could be improved 
through action programs paralleled by experimental research. The 
identification of traits and environmental factors that reverse the 
effects of cultural deprivation and allow individuals to break out 
from their cultural cocoons and the presentation of the curriculum 
to the culturally different learner are two problems needing inves- 
tigation, Basic learning deficiencies and psycho-social adjustment 
needs which handicap the culturally different learner should be re- 
cognized and provided for. Dialectical barriers could be checked 
by linguistic immersion or by allowing the learner maximum contact 
with standard American English so he could master vocabulary, pro- 
nunciation, syntax, and idiomatic expressions. Levels of aspiration 
and concept of self could be raised by constantly reassuring the 
learner of his capacity to learn and by allowing him successes. 
Knowledge of his experiential background, value system, and linguis- 
tic orientation is as significant as a continuous assessment of his 
strengths, weaknesses, and progress. Eventually, every culturally 
different learner could be able to participate with dignity, self- 
acceptance, and self-respect. This paper was presented at the In- 
ternational Reading Association Conference (Seattle, May 4-6, 1967). 
(NS) 
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preciation, ’*0ral Reading, ^Teacher Education, Library Materials, 
Listening Habits, Self Evaluation, Southern Methodist University. 

The oral reading of literature during school time is defended. 
The inclusion of oral literature is urged as a vital part of teach- 
er preparation at all levels. Helping pupils learn to discriminate 
and appreciate esthetic beauty by listening makes the oral reading 
of literature worthy of a prominent place in the school program. 

A carefully structured program of oral presentation in a broad, rich 
environment is educationally defensible. Some guidelines for pro- 
ducing an environment conducive to listening are included. This 
paper was presented at the International Reading Association Con- 
ference (Seattle, May 4-6, 1967). (MC) 
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Research, ^Reading Skills, DeKalb, Hammond, Hammond Public Schools, 
Illinois, Indiana, Northern Illinois University, Reading Clinic, 
Reading Comprehension, Reading Improvement, Reading Level. 

A review of the literature relevant to the problem of purpose- 
ful reading and comprehension reveals the need to help children 
establish a mental set or purposeful attitude prior to reading. 

To evaluate a thought-directing question as a purpose prior to read- 
ing at different levels of difficulty, 279 sixth graders from three 
schools in Hammond, Indiana, were randomly assigned to an experi- 
mental and a control group. Both groups were subdivided into above- 
average readers, average readers, and below-average readers on the 
basis of scores on the Iowa Tests of Basic Skills. Both groups also 
read an article from "Junior Scholastic Magazine." The experimental 
group was given a broad thought-directing question before reading 
the selection, while the control group was told that there would be 
questions after they had read the selection. A followup test of 10 
multiple-choice items was given to both groups. An analysis of test 
results showed that a broad thought-directing question was of spe- 
cial value in comprehending material that approximated the reading 
level of the reader, but was not valuable when the material was too 
difficult or too easy for the reader. This paper was presented at 
the International Reading Association Conference (Seattle, May 4-6, 
1967). (NS) 
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Elementary teachers are commended for developing lifetime read- 
ers. Elementary teachers tell stories and read aloud with zest and 
natural affection. They structure the classroom environment to 
make it accessible and conducive to free and enjoyable reading* and 
they give attention to the basic skills of language as well as to 
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the content that language bears. Realizing that an appreciation of 
literature derives from a knowledge of the qualities within each 
literary form, teachers dwell on these qualities as they show how 
a writer builds a certain literary form. While observing how each 
child responds to a writer’s ideas, teachers accept diversity in 
the children’s responses, opinions, and judgments. Hence, in the 
stories they tell or read aloud, in the sounds, rhythms, and images 
reflected by their voices, and in the discussions they hold on lit- 
erary forms, elementary teachers develop lifetime readers. This 
paper was presented at the International Reading Association Con- 
ference (Seattle, May 4-6, 1967). (NS) 
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Remedial Reading. 

Ten programs reviewed in this paper illustrate what can be done 
for culturally disadvantaged retarded readers. The Montessori ap- 
proach emphasizes intrinsic motivation and uses sense-stimulating 
materials and developmental activities for perceptual and cognitive 
growth. The Banneker program enriches its intensive preschool pro- 
gram with experiences in speaking, listening, and all kinds of pre- 
reading situations. The Maury School reading program is based on 
experience stories written by the children, while the Ashton-Warner 
approach to reading instruction is based on words the child wants 
to learn. The Amidon School designed curriculum tracks for transfer 
students and uses the Phonovisual technique for beginning readers. 

Like these programs, the Great Cities program, the Arthur School, 
the Prince Edward Free School Association, the Higher Horizons pro- 
gram, and the Work-Study program are all designed to improve the 
achievement of culturally disadvantaged children and to demonstrate 
the need for individual attention, the importance of interesting 
manipulative materials, the teacher’s role in guiding the child to 
better achievement, and the advantages of early attention. Preschool 
programs are more effective in preventing the disadvantaged child 
from becoming a retarded reader than any amount of remedial or corrective 
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help later. This paper was presented at the Reading Institute 
sponsored by Science Research Associates (San Antonio, July 18-22, 
1966). (NS) 
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The operation of the Fels Foundation Project for Developing 
Youth Potential in Hanford, California, is described. Of general 
concern was the preparation of culturally deprived children for 
school experiences and for future employment. A major goal was 
to improve the self-image of the children and to assist the parents 
and children in providing experiences conducive to success in school 
and in adulthood. The report includes a detailed record of all In- 
tegrated activities. Charts present evaluations of all phases of 
the program and of the budget for one year’s activities. (MC) 
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A curriculum guide produced at an inservice training course on 
’’Problems in Teaching Reading” by teachers from Carroll County Schools, 
Georgia, in the spring of 1966 is presented. It offers general mo- 
tivational reading activities which promote growth in certain problem 
areas in reading. Recognizing that there can be no effective learn- 
ing without motivation, one group of teachers prepared reading games 
and exercises with some motivational value. Guided by the principle 



mm 



mmv mt 






that phonics is the starting point in the process of teaching a 
child to read, two other groups worked on graded phonics and word 
recognition activities to develop auditory discrimination, visual 
discrimination, word blending, and contextual application, and sug- 
gested some guidelines in the teaching of phonics. The context ap- 
proach, the word analysis approach, and the base approach to vocab- 
ulary building were used by a fourth group in formulating exercises 
in vocabulary skill development. Specific activities for growth in 
comprehension, listening skills, and study skills were also devel- 
oped. (NS) 
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A closed conference on dyslexia and related learning disorders 
was held at Southwest Texas State College on May 15 and 16, 1967. 
Twenty-five participants represented key professions and relevant 
interest groups, and 10 observers represented federal agencies. 

With respect to dyslexia and related learning disabilities, the con- 
ferees addressed their attentions to the areas of research, diag- 
nosis and evaluation, teacher preparation, and corrective education. 
The executive committee endorsed the reports of the four working 
groups and recommended that a commission of nonfederal specialists 
be appointed at the highest possible national level to (l) examine 
the problem area in detail, (2) make recommendations concerning 
the need for a continuing national program to deal with the problem, 
and (3) develop guidelines for establishing a program. A mail survey 
of the 50 chief state school officers concerning an inventory of 
activity in the field is included. (BK) 
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A study was conducted to determine changes in score character- 
istics related to various conditions of speededness when a test is 
presented visually by projecting one item at a time. This method 
of study is potentially useful for presenting test materials by 
television. The total score and part score data revealed high re- 
lationships between the normal and the projected presentation of 
materials adopted from the Terman Concept Mastery Test, Form T, to 
graduate students. There was tentative evidence that tests of this 
type, when administered under paced, projected conditions, could 
be speeded greatly without appreciably altering test reliability 
and validity. However, separate norms would need to be constructed 
for scores obtained under highly speeded conditions which produce 
score decrements. It was observed that paced, visual testing led 
to a larger number of responses by the subject and that these re- 
sponses were given in a shorter amount of time as compared, in both 
cases, to performance on forms normally administered. The intro- 
duction of an interexposure interval did not seem to increase scores. 
The paced, visual tests seemed to induce a higher level of motiva- 
tion on the part of subjects than did the traditional presentation. 
There was intense concentration and sustained performance by each 
subject. (Authors) 
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The relationships between criterion measures and sets of rank- 
ings of occupational groups were studied. The major purpose of the 
study was to determine a feasible method of administering tests and 
inventories by television. Because of expense and technical diffi- 
culties, data were collected in a simulated situation. The subjects 
were 91 eleventh-grade students in a Florida high school. The students 








were administered the Occupational Interest Inventory (Oil), Ad- 
vanced Form, under normal administration conditions and under two 
experimental conditions which involved administering the Oil by 
projecting each of its items on a 3' by 5* screen one at a time. 

The item exposure time on one experimental administration was equal 
to the time alloted for the Oil when administered under normal condi- 
tions, divided by the total number of items. The item exposure 
time on the other experimental administration was two-thirds that 
of the former, and it was regarded as the paced administration. In 
addition, subjects were asked to complete a criterion scale which 
involved their ranking, according to preference, the occupations 
for which scores are obtained on the Oil. The data revealed that 
the criterion measure was relatively valid. An analysis of the data 
supported the belief that vocational interest inventories such as 
the Oil yield similar sets of rankings when items are administered 
by projecting them on a screen and when they are presented in book- 
let form. (Author) 
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To support the premise that early education reduces environ- 
mental deprivation and to substantiate proposals advanced by Be- 
reiter and Englemann in "Teaching Disadvantaged Children in Pre- 
school," an experiment was conducted in a Headstart setting. Two 
classes, each of 24 children ranging in age from 3-8 to 5-7, attend- 
ed preschool classes for two and one-half hours daily at the McKinley 
School in York, Pennsylvania. Instructional content, teaching strat- 
egies, and preschool management procedures followed the program which 
Bereiter and Englemann outlined in their book. The children were 
also instructed in language, reading, and arithmetic for an hour 
each day for 6 months. The Stanford-Binet Intelligence Test was 
given during a 2-week post-test period. A year later two subtests 
of the Illinois Test of Psychol, inguis tic Abilities, Auditory Vocal 
Automatic and Auditory Vocal Association, were given to 38 of the 
48 children who then had 8 months of preschool experience, 2 months 
of summer experience, and 1 month of kindergarten experience. Re- 
sults indicated that long-term exposure to the Bereiter-Englemann 




preschool curriculum increased intelligence quotient levels and stimu 
lated development in reasoning ability, language facility, and under- 
standing. This paper was presented at the American Educational Re- 
search Association Conference (New York, February 18, 1967). ( NS ) 
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The Washington County School System in Tennille, Georgia, set 
up a pilot reading center in conjunction with the program at Tennille 
Elementary School to provide treatment for its disabled readers 
and to improve its developmental reading program through inservice 
education. Thirty-four children without motivation were taught by 
demonstration teachers who worked with groups of from one to six 
children for 30 to 60 minutes on 2 to 5 days a week. The teaching 
methods used were diagnostic, individualized, highly motivative, 
and creative. To create in the child the desire to read, motiva- 
tional techniques varied with each child. However, the most impor- 
tant single motivational factor was an understanding teacher who 
accepted each child for what he was, who respected his individuality, 
had confidence in his capabilities, and assured him of some kind of 
success. The center also conducted research and examined instruc- 
tional materials. Through an operational grant, the pilot project 
was improved and extended to include 12 school systems in the area. 
Work on reading disabilities in early childhood education also was 
undertaken. This paper was presented at the International Reading 
Association Conference (Seattle, May 4-6, 1967). ( NS ) 
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The 3-year CRAFT Project, Comparing Reading Approaches in First- 
Grade Teaching, studied the Skills-Centered Approach and the Lan- 
guage-Experience Approach* About 1,372 disadvantaged children in 
New York City participated. The results of the first-grade study 
and the preliminary results of the second-grade study were reported 
last year. The results of the continuation of the second-grade study 
and the first-grade replication results are presented in this third 
progress report. Second-grade results showed that the Skills— Cen- 
tered Approach was superior to the Language -Experience Approach on 
the reading tests and in spelling. The audiovisual variation of the 
Language-Experience Approach was lowest on word discrimination and 
reading subtests. Greater differences among classes within each 
method indicated that the teacher was more important than the in- 
structional technique. An intercorrelation matrix computation re- 
vealed some factors which correlated negatively with reading achieve- 
ment. The first-grade replication study used the four original 
methods and a Pilot method which combined the phonovisual techniques 
with the audiovisual variation of the Language-Experience Approach. 
Tho Skills-Centered Approach produced superior results in spelling, 
and the Pilot method produced superior results in vocabulary and 
word study skills. The final conclusions of the whole project will 
be reported in spring 196S. ( NS ) 
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A fourth progress report on the development of a beginning 
reading skills program using the Edison' Responsive Environments 
Instrument is presented. The acquisition of a sequence of comp]. ex 
beginning reading skills is examined. Motivational strategies are 
discussed. The following hypotheses were tested in field studies: 
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(l) the effects of two types of feedback on the acquisition of sound 
symbol correspondence, and (2) the effect of motivation contexts on 
attention in younger learners. Tables and figures are included. (BK) 
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Instructional and equipment considerations in the design of 
the student machine interface, the point of contact of a learner 
with an educational system display, are discussed. Instructional 
aspects are considered with respect to the requirements for the 
individualization of the learning environment, the sequencing of 
instructional steps, and nonexpository instruction which allows the 
learner to directly manipulate elements of a subject matter. The 
display requirements of interfaces are influenced not only by human 
engineering considerations, but also by aspects of sensory inputs 
that facilitate or inhibit learning. Response requirements must 
consider response detectability, degree of simulation, and learner 
response capability. Response feedback imposes demands for imme- 
diately responsive displays with short latencies between learner 
response and feedback. Equipment considerations explore the develop- 
ment of new devices and the adaptation of existing techniques in 
order to provide better interfaces between the student and his sub- 
ject matter. Devices and techniques for meeting the behavioral re- 
quirements of the instructional interface are discussed, and methods 
for eliminating auxiliary interfering tasks associated with the op- 
eration of the devices are Indicated. Figures are included. This 
article is a reprint from the 1967 "IEEE International Convention 
Record, Part 10,” New York, Institute of Electrical and Electronics 
Engineers, 1967. (Author) 
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The most important factor in improving educational attainment 
is the analysis and specification of educational objectives and learn- 
ing outcomes. The definition of instructional objectives for the 
curriculum designer, teacher, and student serves as a guide for 
attaining goals. When information about student performance is the 
basis for curriculum design, student performance must be diagnosed 
beyond the measurement of student standing within a group. Work 
needs to be done in developing criterion-referenced tests in order 
to assess the outcomes of learning. This article is a reprint from 
’’Science Education News,” June 1967. (MC) 
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The 1926 Buckingham-Dolch Word Study was replicated to deter- 
mine the present-day validity of the 1926 Buckingham-Dolch List. 
Approximately 8,000 children in grades 2 through 6 from six school 
districts in Willamette Valley, Oregon, were asked to list all the 
words they could think of within a 15-minute period. Responses were 
key punched onto data cards and recorded on magnetic tape. Computers 
measured pupil performance, alphabetized the words, counted frequen- 
cies, edited the words, sorted them into identical frequencies, and 
assigned grade placements. The 1926 and 1966 lists were then merged, 
and the grade level distributions were tabulated. It was concluded 
that the 1926 Free-Association List was no longer representative of 
students’ vocabularies in terms of list content, grade placement, and 
student performance. More students knew the same word in 1966 than 
in 1926, although 1966 students knew fewer words than the 1926 stu- 
dents. Only the 1966 list is presented here. The merged lists of 
1926 and 1966 will be published later. This is also available as 
Oregon School Study Council Bulletin, Vol. 11, No. 3, September 1967 
for #1.50. (NS) 
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Three methods of teaching reading, the Initial Teaching Alpha- 
bet (ita), the Diacritical Marking System (DMS), and the tradition- 
al orthography (to) method were compared in 21 first grades for the 
third year. A followup study was made of the new DMS group for a 
second year. Two hundred ninety— nine students of an original sample 
of 393 students were compared. In December, the Gates -Me Gini tie 
Reading Test was administered, and in May the Stanford Achievement 
Test was given. A subsample of students took the Gilmore Oral Read- 
ing Test. Mean scores, standard deviations, analysis of variance, 
and correlation were used to analyze the data. There were no sig- 
nificant differences' among the groups on any test score except the 
vocabulary subtest of the Gates— Me Gini tie Test. On this subtest, 
the difference between ita and DMS was significant at the .05 level. 
Bright students did significantly better regardless of method. Girls 
did significantly better than boys regardless of method. It was con- 
cluded that special alphabets like the ita and DMS did not give su- 
perior reading achievement to beginning readers when compared to 
traditional basal readers. Tables and references are included. (BK) 
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The Stanford Reading Project is discussed in terms of its opera- 
tion, its function in the elementary school setting, the rationale 
and major components of the curriculum, and computer-assisted instruc- 
tion (OAl). The progress of the Stanford CAI Reading Program is re- 
ported with particular reference to the school year 1966-67 when the 
initial classes of first-grade students received a major portion of 
their daily reading instruction on a CAI tutorial system. Laboratory 
organization, operation, and classroom cooperation are described. 

The curriculum is divided into four major areas: decoding skills, 

comprehension, games and other motivational devices, and review. A 
report on student progress at a fairly gross level is generated each 
week. Revisions for the coming year involve modifying the branching 
structure, display formats, and the audio search procedures. Refer- 
ences and figures are included. ( BK) 
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A programed sequence of instruction in phonics for exceptional 
students was designed, and the progress of pupils taught with this 
program was evaluated. Pupils were divided into three groups — the 
emotionally disturbed, the neurologicaliy impaired, and the mentally 
retarded. The scores of 17 students from the Los Angeles area were 
included in the analysis of the data. The ages of the pupils ranged 
from 6 to 14 years. The program was conducted for 9 months, and the 
students were instructed 3 times per week. The dependent variables 
were the number of correct responses and the rating of a behavior 
rating scale. Pretests and post-tests were administered. Analysis 
of variance, t tests, and chi square were used to analyze the data. 

The emotionally disturbed and the mentally retarded pupils made sig- 
nificant progress between the initial and the terminal performances 
in the experimental program. Pupils whose ages were below the median 
of 8 years made more significant progress in the program than did pu- 
pils whose ages exceeded the median. Additional results, conclusions, 
recommendations, and a bibliography are included. (BK) 
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The following principles for conducting college-adult reading 
programs were implemented in the Western Michigan University rea ng 

program; (1) the teacher must stimulate, inform, and guide, 12; 

every student should know his own reading ability and select for him- 
self the reading skills he needs, (3) the student should understand 

that he can improve his reading ability, but that this is his respon- 
sibility, (4) he should set up his own reading objectives and attain 
them at his own rate and according to his own plan, (5) he should be 
taught to read the required texts effectively, (6) he should evaluate 
his own achievement at the beginning and end of the term, and [7) the 
instruction should be simple, direct, and specific. College students 
and adults in the community participated in the noncredit 
which consisted of 15 minutes of controlled reading study , 25 minut 
of demonstration and lecture, and 10 minutes of class discussion. 
Meeting twice a week during the semester, the students learned to ap- 
ply reading techniques directly in their academic work and were 
taught how to make better use of their own reading materials. Tnia 
paper was presented at the National Reading Conference (lampa, Novem- 
ber 30-December 2, 1967). (NS) 
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An exploration of comprehension and rapid reading is presented. 
The quality of reading is discussed from the standpoint Of efficiency 
and effectiveness. Research findings which indicate the low compre- 
hension resulting from ’’dynamic" reading, that is, reading down the 
center of the page with no left-to-right eye movements, are cited. 
Visual acuity, useable span of recognition, and length of fixation 
are considered as comprehension controls when reading more than 800 
words per minute. It is concluded that according to visual survey 
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behavior, rates ordinarily associated with rapid reading can be con- 
sidered only a masterful form of skimming. This paper was presented 
at the National Reading Conference (Tampa, November 30-December 2, 
1967). (MO) 
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To determine the attitudes of content area teachers toward 
reading Instruction, the responses to a checklist of 20 practices 
related to reading in the content areas were collected from 585 ju- 
nior and senior high teachers representing seven content areas. The 
responses to five items on the checklist indicated, generally, (l) 
that teachers felt textbook materials were suited to the reading lev- 
el of students, (2) that teachers grouped for differentiated instruc- 
tion, (3) that they knew the reading level of textbooks used, ( 4 ) 
that they knew the reading skills needed in their areas, and (5) that 
they did not provide other reading materials for nonreaders. When 
the responses of female teachers, male teachers, and principals were 
compared, variations and inconsistencies were noted. Female teachers 
felt that they almost always suited textbook materials to the level 
of students and that they taught the needed reading skills almost al- 
ways adequately. Male teachers were less positive that materials 
were suited to the level of students and felt that they taught the 
needed reading skills adequately sometimes. The principals, however, 
felt that the teachers did not adapt materials to the level of stu- 
dents and that they did not teach needed reading skills as adequately 
as they claimed. A copy of the checklist is included. This paper 
was presented at the National Reading Conference (Tampa, November 30- 
December 2, 1967). (NS) 
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A review of research on critical reading indicates that efforts 
are being made to teach critical reading at both the secondary and 
elementary levels, particularly at the secondary level. National 
Reading Conference yearbooks and reviews of reported research, how- 
ever, failed to show a single controlled study on critical reading 
at the college level. Not one of the 6l doctoral dissertations on 
college reading done between 1918 and I960 was on critical reading. 

On the other hand, two recent volumes of ’’Reading Research Quarterly” 
cited five studies reported in journals other than reading journals 
which were conducted by nonreading specialists. All these findings 
support the following assumptions: (l) that elementary and secondary 

reading teachers believe that critical reading can be taught, (2) 
that National Reading Conference members fail to put proper emphasis 
on the teaching of critical reading, and (3) that college reading 
teachers do not teach critical reading in their courses. Since there 
is more than enough writing done on ways of organizing and teaching 
critical reading, there is need for more experimentation, preferably 
by reading specialists. This paper was presented at the National 
Reading Conference (Tampa, November 30-December 2, 1967). (NS) 
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Questionnaires mailed to 53 institutions of higher learning in 
the state of Florida to determine the extent and content of reading 
improvement programs (RIP) offered in the fall of 1966 indicated 
that as of September, 1966, 79 percent, or 37 schools, of the 53 in- 
stitutions had such a program, while 21 percent, or 10 schools, did 
not. Survey results also showed that of the 10 No-RIP schools, sev- 
en wanted to have such a program. Approximately 50 percent of the 
37 RIP schools started their programs in 1962 or later, and the other 
half started between 1950 and 1961. The English and Guidance depart- 
ments controlled more of the programs than did the Reading and Educa- 
tion departments. Almost one-half of the RIP schools gave academic 
credits and charged reasonable fees. The typical program met 2 or 3 
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times a week during the term. About 59 full-time and 41 P a ^-time 
instructors were involved in 36 programs. Approximately 8,357 stu- 
dents were enrolled in 35 programs. Mechanical aids, pacers, con- 
trolled readers, films, tachistoscopes, workbooks, and boxed mater- 
ials were used in most programs by groups or by individuals. This 
paper was presented at the National Reading Conference (Tampa, Novem- 
ber 30~D6 cem t)er 2, 1967). (NS) 
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Programmatic research is discussed as one of the basic needs 
of reading research. Other needs are: (l) for basic research that 

focuses on the reading process, (2) for leadership that values sci- 
entific objectivity and intellectual honesty, and (3) to inform and 
convince the public of the possible contributions of reading research. 
Programmatic research has a flexible format, is multidisciplinary, 
and allows creativity, simultaneous replication of crucial experi- 
ments, and the use of new research management tools. An increase 
in the use of programmatic research in the future is suggested by: 

(l) the findings of the coordinated first grade reading study which 
suggest the need for broader studies of beginning reading, (2) Chall's 
’’Learning to Read — The Great Debate” which argues for research that 
will produce sound theories on reading, and (3) Project Literacy at 
Cornell University which follows the programmatic format in designing 
beginning reading texts. There is growing interest in dyslexia and 
other related reading disabilities which require a multidisciplinary 
approach. This paper was presented at the National Reading Confer- 
ence (Tampa, November 30-December 2, 1967). (NS) 
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Adult illiterates of western New York were studied to determine 
their attitudes toward reading materials and educational programs. 

The Experience Inventory was used to investigate each subject’s 
identification and background, the extent of his functional and gen- 
eral knowledge, and his reading-associated interests. Eighteen high 
achievers and 22 low achievers were identified from among 207 adults 
attending adult basic education classes in Buifalo and Niagara Falls, 
New York. Results revealed that high achievers were less frequently 
on welfare, more frequently women, and came from less deprived back- 
grounds. In indicating reasons for lack of achievement, achievers 
mentioned personal or parental disinterest, illness, foreign birth, 
and poverty. Nonachievers pointed to inability to profit from in- 
struction and lack of schools. Neither group mentioned poor teach- 
ing. There was a very slight difference between the two groups' at- 
titude toward television and radio programs. The reading-associated 
interests most frequently chosen in terms of titles presented were 
family, self-improvement, jobs, and health. High achievers preferred 
science and mathematics. It was also found that adult core city il- 
literates often possessed a high degree of positive attitudes which 
helped them profit from adult education instruction. This paper was 
presented at the National Reading Conference (Tampa, November 30- 
December 2, 1967). (NS) 
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Fifteen fifth graders from schools in McHenry, Illinois, took 
part in a study to determine whether fifth-grade children with aver- 
age reading ability would increase their reading rates without loss 
of comprehension while using an adult rapid-reading method. Sixteen 
0. Henry- type stories ranging from third- to sixth-grade levels of 
difficulty were used with the "Reinforced Reading Method." The sto- 
ries were read in class on the shadowscope and on pacers, and then 
were taken home for further practice. The 50-minute session met once 
a week for 5 weeks . Pretest and post-test results and responses to 
the 10 questions which followed each of the stories were evaluated 
on literal and critical comprehension levels. This evaluation re- 
vealed that the subjects doubled their reading rates without loss 
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of comprehension while using the ’’Reinforced Reading Method.” This 
pilot study suggests the need for giving more attention to reading 
rate in the intermediate grades and that theories traditionally used 
in college and adult-level reading instruction should be explored 
to determine their value to elementary reading instruction. This 
paper was presented at the National Reading Conference (Tampa., No- 
vember 30-December 2, 1967). (NS) 
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A critical examination of the current thinking in the psychol- 
ogy of reading is presented. It is contended that reading special- 
ists have borrowed from psychology without regard for a total theory 
of reading. Definitions of such concepts as reading habits need to 
be made explicit. It is recommended that more attention be directed 
toward integrating schedules of reinforcement with the ability of 
the learner. The future of reading research is considered to lie in 
the intensive study of limited segments of reading behavior. The 
goal of this research will be to discover one or two principles at a 
time. This paper was presented at the National Reading Conference 
(Tampa, November 30-December 2, 1967). (BK) 
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Significant research on the physiological and functional aspects 
of vision and reading disability is surveyed. Conclusions based on 
the literature in the field are discussed. A bibliography of 70 ref- 
erences and a glossary of terms are appended. A table summarizing 
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refractive errors and eye defects contributing to reading disability 
is included. (MC) 
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For the third year, the following four different methods of 
teaching reading were contrasted? (l) the Initial Teaching Alpha- 
bet, (2) a phonic, filmstrip, whole-class approach, (3) a whole- 
word, eclectic basal reader method, and (4) the preceding approach 
supplemented by a phonics program. Some 400 first-grade pupils were 
randomly assigned to treatments upon entrance into first grade and 
were followed as intact classes into second and third grades with 
the same methods, except that i/t/a pupils transitioned into the 
Merrill "Treasury of Literature" program in second grade. A small 
replicative study was done in the last 2 years of the project. Con- 
siderable inservice education was provided all teachers. Teaching 
was observed frequently by a full-time field director and other su- 
pervisory personnel to check on teacher competence and adherence to 
method. Teachers completed activity logs as an additional method 
safeguard. Significant differences 'resulted from analysis of vari- 
ance and covariance which generally were in favor of programs (1) 
and (2). This suggested that a combination of (l) and (2) would be 
worthy of future use and additional study. Program (2) produced the 
best overall results, particularly for the high IQ third. However, 
the pupil retention rate with this program suggested that it might 
be a better program with ability grouping. (Authors) 
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The results of the continuation of the Cooperative Research 
Program in First Grade Reading Instruction at the end of second 
grade are reported. The second-grade phase was concerned with (l) 
the extent to which readiness skills are related to reading achieve- 
ment at the end of second grade, (2) how the various methods of in- 
struction compare in effectiveness with the basal method, and (3) 
the influence on second-grade achievement of method and/or materials. 
The methods of instruction compared were i/t/a, Linguistic, Language 
Experience, Phonic/Linguistic, and Basal. Correlation was used to 
analyze the data. The pre reading ability most highly related to 
second-grade word recognition was knowledge of letter names. The 
ability to discriminate between like and unlike beginning and ending 
consonants was highly related to second-grade achievement. Intelli- 
gence was a relatively good predictor of second-grade word recogni- 
tion achievement. Additional results, conclusions, implications, 
appendixes, tables, and a bibliography are included. (BK) 
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This study replicated Rothkopf’s 1965 study to investigate the 
effect of length of reading passage, position of questions, and knowl- 
edge of results on the retention of information. Twenty paragraphs 
of biographical material were selected, and two multiple-choice ques- 
tions requiring recall of specific factual information were construct- 
ed for each paragraph, totalling 20 retention questions and 20 inci- 
dental questions. These were presented in conventional programed form 
following a paragraph-question-knowledge of results sequence which 
varied according to the experimental groups composed of 72 educational 
psychology students. Seven others served as the control group. Re- 
sults supported Rothkopf's findings that questions have a general fa- 
cilitative effect on retention and that retention is improved when 
knowledge of results is provided. The longer the passage, the better 
the retention of incidental materials. However, retention questions 
were more effective with passages of moderate length. Questions, 
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retention or incidential, placed before the passage reduced the re- 
tention of information. The position of questions, however, did not 
make much difference if knowledge of results was provided. Ques- 
tions were most useful after the passage, if knowledge of results 
was not provided. This paper was presented at the American Educa- 
tional Research Association meeting (New York, February 1967). (NS) 
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A study designed to identify some of the differences between 
the responses on the Gates Advanced Primary Reading Test and the 
kinds of responses obtained from an informal reading inventory (IRI) 
is reported. Subjects were 65 third-grade pupils in West Babylon, 

New York. Pupils at the same instructional level scored higher in 
the recognition test (Gates) than in the recall test (IRI). The 
responses of the pupils illustrated that the results of a test such 
as the Gates cannot be analyzed fully unless the manner in which 
the responses were derived can be determined. On the IRI, where the 
majority of testing is oral, guessing is held to a minimum. An 
analysis of partial reading indicated that pupils can read inaccur- 
ately and still obtain the correct answer to items on a standardized 
test such as the Gates. Therefore, inaccurate reading alone does not 
account for correct or incorrect answers on that test. Significant 
differences between the tests indicate that the Gates grade-placement 
score reflects a more global measure of reading performance than does 
the instructional level of the IRI and that the Gates should not be 
expected to give a score equivalent to the instructional reading lev- 
el of the informal test. Tables and references are given. This pa- 
per was presented at the International Reading Association Confer- 
ence (Seattle, May 4-6, 1967). (RH) 
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The final report of a study involving children during the summer 
after first grade is presented. The study was designed for these 
purposes: (l) to determine the reading loss or gain of first-grade 

children during the summer of 1965 and 1966, (2) to develop and pre- 
sent a summer reading program by television, and (3) to test the null 
hypothesis that there is no difference between the means of reading 
achievement tests taken by children who did and who did not partici- 
pate in a summer televised instruction program. A steering committee 
was formed at the beginning of the project to approve the various 
phases of the project as well as to give suggestions and comments con- 
cerning plans for each phase. Activity booklets based on children’s 
interests were written by teachers to complement the television pro- 
gram. Forty half-hour lessons were presented on television. Experi- 
mental and control groups were tested in May and September using the 
California Reading Test and the California Test of Mental Maturity. 

The data indicate that children who watched over one-half of the sum- 
mer television programs had higher intelligence scores, better pre- 
summer and post summer reading scores in vocabulary, comprehension, 
and total reading, and made gains in reading ability in all reading 
areas during the summer. The average in reading scores for the other 
groups declined during the summer months. Implications and recommen- 
dations as well as figures and tables are provided. (BK) 
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A prototypic guide to reading skill development in the ele- 
mentary school focuses on the cognitive skills that influence achieve- 
ment in reading. The guide provides explicit statements of the 
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following skills — word recognition, comprehension, study skills, 
self -directed reading, interpretive reading, and creative reading— 
and a specific framework for teaching the reading skills. No attempt 
is made to describe a complete program for the developmental teaching 
of reading. The guide is to be tested in a variety of school set- 
tings and is considered ’’strictly transitory.” The model exercises 
used to assess the skills are included. (BK) 
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National concern about the state of reading exists today because 
many citizens are unable to read adequately. The trend toward a rea- 
soned response to the reading crisis is based on the following fac- 
tors: (l) the teacher’s skill is more important than the materials 

he uses, (2) no one method or set of materials adequately suits all 
students, and (3) research findings need to be translated into class- 
room practice. Evidence of these factors found in research studies 
and programs is examined. Suggestions are made to encourage school 
administrators to help teachers improve instruction. References are 
provided. This paper was presented at the National Council of Teach- 
ers of English Conference (Honolulu, November 23-25, 1967). ( BK) 
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The relationship of the handwriting, reading, and spelling per- 
formance of fourth- and sixth-grade children to the transition time 
from manuscript to cursive writing was studied. The four transition 
times were either the first or second semester in grade 2 or the first 
or second semester in grade 3* Handwriting legibility was measured 
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by the Wisconsin Scale, a 7-point scale, and by a scale provided 
with the California achievement battery, a 7-point scale. Hand- 
writing speed was measured. The California Achievement Tests were 
used to measure achievement in reading and spelling. Analyses of 
variance were run. There was no significant difference between tran- 
sition time and total reading score. There was a significant inter- 
action between transition time and grade on the vocabulary subtest. 

In spelling achievement, significant differences were found between 
transition groups, sex, and grade level. In terms of speed of writ- 
ing, data indicated that postponement of transition until the last 
half of third grade was best. It appeared that when increased speed 
was associated with late transition, legibility was decreased. Sig- 
nificant differences concerning legibility were found according to 
transition time when legibility was measured by the Wisconsin Scale. 
The findings seem to support reconsideration of the effect of intro- 
ducing cursive writing in first grade upon symbol perception in 
reading. A discussion and references are included. This paper was 
presented at the American Educational Research Association Confer- 
ence (Chicago, February 6-11, 1968). ( BK) 
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The relationship between reading ability and syntactical media- 
tion in paired-associate (PA) learning was examined. Subjects were 
64 fourth and second graders in Wisconsin who were grouped according 
to grade level, two reading levels, two types of instruction, and 
sex. The instructional types were mediation and nonmediation. The 
stimuli were 16 pictures paired to minimize association value. The 
number of trials to criterion and analysis of variance were used to 
analyze the data. Boys and girls did not differ on the PA task, nor 
did the good and poor readers . Mediation instruction facilitated PA 
learning. Fourth graders performed better than second graders. 

There was an interaction among reading ability, instruction, and 
grade level. Intelligence and reading achievement were more closely 
related in fourth grade than in second grade. References are includ- 
ed. This paper was presented at the American Educational Research 
Association Conference (Chicago, February 6-10, 1968). (BK) 
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Soon it will be possible to reduce to a technology the construc- 
tion of materials for the printed communication skill in first grade . 
This technology requires a data base, a huge matrix of S-R functions 
that plot the effect of a stimulus-dimension upon a reading response. 

A considerable portion of the data base can be provided by replicat- 
ing previous experiments with relevant learner populations and rele- 
vant language populations. This data base would calibrate linguistic 
units as to learnability. An education engineer could order the low- 
order tasks of reading into a sequence that would facilitate the in- 
duction of more general concepts, such as those of phonics and spell- 
ing. To collect a data base of this magnitude, education and psy- 
chology must increase the efficiency of their research techniques. 
Education must produce cheaper and more efficient data collectors. 

A complementary strategy for producing materials would be to refine 
a prototype through a self-correcting cycle of test-refine-test-re— ^ 
fine. • A rapidly evolving prototype called the psycholinguistic read- 
ing program is described. Tables and figures are included. (Author) 
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Combinations of reading and auditory programs for retarded read- 
ers were varied to determine the effects on the short and long term 
reading skills. Forty- three third-grade Negro and Puerto Rican so- 
cially deprived students served as subjects. Their reading level was 
at least one grade level below their actual grade placement. There 
were three experimental and one control treatment groups. The ex- 
perimental groups received auditory training only, reading instruction 
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only, or a combination. Four tutors taught small groups 3 times 
per week for 5 months. Reading tests and auditory tests were admin- 
istered. Testing was done prior to the treatment, immediately fol- 
lowing the treatment, and again 6 and 12 months later. Analysis of 
covariance was used to analyze the data. There was no overall superi- 
ority for any treatment group on the initial post-test. At the end 
of 6 and 12 months, the reading scores for all groups increased. 

There was a tutor by treatment interaction and an ethnic group by 
treatment interaction. The evidence suggests that the various com- 
binations of reading and auditory programs used in this study did not 
seem to greatly affect: improvement in reading. This paper was pre- 
sented at the American Educational Research Association Conference 
(Chicago, February 17, 1966). (BK) 
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The three levels necessary for skill in critical reading are 
(l) literal meaning, (2) interpretation, and (3) assimilation and 
psychological integration. To render judgments and evaluations of 
various readings, the critical reader must determine the worth, 
validity, and quality of the text. He tries to maintain objectivity, 
attempts to find the author's purposes and ulterior motives, analyzes 
the content according to its type, accuracy, internal consistency, 
style, and ethical values, and judges its quality in relation to his 
current needs . Each reader will determine his level of taste accord- 
ing to his ability* interests, and purposes. Critical reading pre- 
pares him to do this precisely. This paper was presented at the Na- 
tional Council of Teachers of English Conference (Honolulu, November 
23-25 , 1967 ) . ( Author/JM ) 
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Two disparate studies were replicated with a public school 
population used by Hillerich in a 4-year study of the development 
of handedness and eyedness. Subjects were 273 seventh and eighth 
graders who remained from an original population of 4^0* Tests were 
administered to determine eye dominance, handedness, controlling 
eye, reading achievement, and group intelligence. The group was 
divided on the basis of test results into three dominance catego- 
ries: unilateral, crossed, and mixed. Chi square and t tests were 

used to analyze the c'dta. Subjects tested in grade 2 and again in 
grade 8 exhibited a shift from unilateral dominance toward ambidex- 
terity and/or ambieyedness. There was no significant difference in 
reading achievement among the groups, nor was there a significant 
difference in eye-hand dominance patterns between male and female 
subjects. Tables, a discussion, and references are included. (BK) 
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The question whether or not reading instruction should be in- 
cluded in the college curriculum was examined. Although 75 percent 
of the institutions of higher learning provide some type of reading 
instruction, the position of college reading instruction is uncer- 
tain. The reading course has no body of principles which can be 
taught and expanded upon. The required course work is under the aus- 
pices of many departments — psychology, English, education, education- 
al psychology, personnel services, etc. The historical rationale 
for the failure of English teachers to assume responsibility for the 
college reading program is discussed. It is suggested that the En- 
glish profession conduct an extensive study of the nature of the 
reading process and its historical development. This paper was pre- 
sented at the National Council of Teachers of English Conference 
(Honolulu, November 23-25> 1967). (JM) 
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The problem of how to teach pupils in the elementary schools 
to read and write standard English is discussed. The value of oral 
language as a means of attaining reading and writing proficiency is 
suggested. Success in these areas can be attained if (l) the home 
language of the child is accepted, (2) the child is offered materi- 
als on his level of understanding as well as on his level of speech, 
(3) the child's writing is accepted on the basis of successful com- 
munication rather than on the basis of mechanics, ( 4 ) bhe child is 
immersed in oral speech, (5) the thought process in speech is ex- 
plained to him as thought— action and writing as after— thought. This 
paper was presented at the National Council of Teachers of English 
Conference (Honolulu, November 23-25 , 1967). (JM) 
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Readability researchers have made advances in the past few 
years, increasing the accuracy of readability formulas by as much 
as 75 percent. This progress was possible largely because research- 
ers in several disciplines developed research tools which aided in 
the study of readability. Psychologists developed the cloze proce- 
dure into an accurate and reliable method of measuring language dif- 
ficulty. Linguists developed descriptions of various features of 
language, and these descriptive devices were added into new tech- 
niques for measuring the features of language that influence its 
comprehension difficulty. Finally, advances in the understanding 
of the mathematics used by readability researchers led to improved 
designs for readability formulas. The results of this progress is 
that, within a year or two, educators will have improved tools for 
determining whether instructional materials are suitable for use 
with their students. This paper was presented at a meeting cospon- 
sored by the International Reading Association and the American Edu- 
cational Research Association (Seattle, May 5 , 1967). (Author/BL) 



180 





RE 001 109 



288. ED 016 587 

Reading Problems in Mathematics Texts. 
By- Shaw, Judith A. 

EDRS Price MF-$0.25 HC-$1.05 19P. 



Pul Date Aug 67 



Descriptors- ^Elementary School Mathematics, M Readability, Secon- 
dary School Mathematics, ^Textbook Evaluation, ^ Vocabulary, Conten 
Reading, Reading Level, Reading Skills, San Diego State College, 
School of Education. 



California state-adopted mathematics textbooks for grades 
through 8 were analyzed to determine the readability levels, the 
amount of expository and story-problem reading required, and the 
frequency of mathematics vocabulary used. Readability was deter- 
mined through the Dale-Chall formula and the findings of an ear- 
lier study using Spache’s formula. Chapters randomly chosen from 
the intermediate and junior high , textbooks and all the primary text- 
books were studied to investigate the amount of reading required. 
Word lists were constructed for each level and compared with Thorn- 
dike’s Word List for vocabulary load. Results indicate that there 
was a wide range of readability levels within each textbook. Only 
the fourth, fifth, and sixth grade textbooks fell within the intend 
ed range. The intermediate and junior high textbooks required a 
considerable amount of expository and story-problem reading, but 
there was no orderly progression in the amount of reading required. 
There was a significant gap between the third and fourth grades. 

The vocabulary load was the lowest at. the primary level and great- 
est at the junior high level, with a gradual increase at the inter- 
mediate level. Tabulated results accompany the findings, and an 
extensive bibliography is provided. (NS) 
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The language experience approach to reading for children with 
dialectal problems is presented as a total approach to reading rather 
than as a method. The child is encouraged to express his thoughts 
about his environment. These thoughts and expressions are recorded 
and perhaps illustrated and then read by the child. As much as 
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possible, the child’s own words are recorded for him, and only gross- 
est errors are changed to comply with grammatical structuring. Pho- 
neme-grapheme correspondence across dialectal lines should be taught 
cautiously. Spelling across dialects should be uniform. Teachers 
should allow the child to read in his dialect and should remember 
that spelling may not determine pronunciation. It is recommended 
that (l) the language experience approach be used with children as 
early as possible, (2) speech, vocabulary, and concepts be developed 
continuously, (3) skills be taught systematically, (4) audiovisua 
instruction be used with the approach, (5) questions promote think- 
ing and the use of language, and (6) the best teachers be employed. 
This paper was presented at the National Council of Teachers of En- 
glish Conference (Honolulu, November 23-25, 1967). (JM) 
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Selected excerpts from transcriptions of group therapy sessions 
among college students attending a voluntary, noncredit, free course 
on reading and study skills at the City College of New York are cited. 
Seven to ten students met one hour each week for 12 to 30 weeks to 
participate in group therapy. It was observed that at the outset 
the students accepted their inadequacies in reading and in the study 
skills required for success in college work. This feeling gradually 
shifted to hostility toward school authorities and school work. 

Later, it was evident that these feelings were outward manifesta- 
tions of deeper problems, such as faulty parent-child relationships 
which persisted into early adulthood. It was observed that inter- 
action in the group effected some changes in the students’ feelings 
and gave new insights into the intra-familial . origins of reading and 
study problems. While these observations indicated that college 
reading and study problems could be attributed to faulty parent— child 
interaction which persisted in early adulthood, further study is rec- 
ommended. This paper was presented at the Eleventh Annual Congress 
of the Inter-American Society of Psychology (Mexico City, December 
18-23, 1967). (NS) 
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A program providing special assistance to elementary school 
readers in Beaumont, Texas, is described. The organization and 
materials for instruction include extended readiness, basal instruc- 
tion, remediation in grades 3, 4> 5, and 6 , and clinical instruc- 
tion. Inservice training, grading, evaluation and problem areas 
are discussed. A short bibliography of instructional materials is 
included. This paper was presented at the National Council of Teach- 
ers of English Conference (Honolulu, November 23-25, 1967). ( BK ) 
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Parents often ask how their children are being taught to read 
and why reading is taught as it is. This paper reports how some 
PTA study sessions in Dallas, Texas, gave parent-level answers to 
questions on reading instruction while developing positive parent- 
teacher relationships. A series of PTA school-study evenings con- 
sisted of 45-munute sessions during which parents, posing as pupils, 
learned how teachers direct reading activities. These sessions were 
extended to other areas of the curriculum to make parents aware of 
the breadth of developmental learning and the range of children’s 
books and other reading resources. Another PTA inservice session 
attempted to answer parents’ questions about children’s books through 
a book fair. Other ways of informing parents about reading instruc- 
tion are self-learning experiences, evening classes for adult non- 
readers, library projects, group sessions with parents of children 
with reading problems, observation of classes, and televised programs 
for those unable to attend the study sessions. Several books are 
cited which provide answers to parents’ questions on reading instruction. 
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This paper was presented at the National Council of Teachers of En- 
glish Conference (Honolulu, November 23-25, 1967). (NS) 
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The reactions of seventh-grade students from different socio- 
economic backgrounds to the same readings were studied. The reading 
reaction analysis was given to 73 seventh-grade students from public 
schools in advantaged areas and to 59 seventh-grade students from 
public schools in disadvantaged areas of Cincinnati, Ohio. Responses 
to this test and the taped responses of a sample from each of the 
five classes to an interview question were scored on a 5-point scale. 
Results indicate that although the advantaged group generally did 
better than the disadvantaged group, the disadvantaged group seemed 
to be more versatile, original, and vivid in their oral interpreta- 
tions of the materials read. Further analysis showed that items 
missed by a large number of advantaged students were missed by an 
equally large number of disadvantaged students. These findings imply 
that the reading of both types of learners did not differ much and 
that both groups need guidance in developing the ability to read 
beyond what is stated in a selection. It is implied that some learn- 
ing assets could be present among disadvantaged learners. This arti- 
cle is published in "Journal of Instructional Research and Program 
Development — Local Reading and Math Research," Volume 2, Number 4, 

May 1967 of the Department of Instruction, Cincinnati Public Schools. 

(NS) 
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mm 

During each of the four sessions reported, a reading expert 
*“ spoke on one of the following topics: (l) remedial, reading, (<»-) 

the Mid-Continental Regional Educational Laboratory Reading Program 
1 and meeting individual needs, (3) reading as reasoning, and (4) the 

J. controversy over instructional techniques. The participants dis- 

cussed each topic extensively in small distillation groups and elect- 
* * ©d representatives to a panel discussion which ended each session. 

It was resolved that remedial reading should be a part of daily in- 
struction, that reading difficulties could be prevented through a 
balanced, flexible, and continuous reading program, that reading 
should be taught as a reasoning process, and that teachers should 
look for the technique or combination of techniques by which each 
child learns best. This report also included the questions asked, 
the problems unresolved, the resolutions made, and the recommenda- 
tions given during each of the four sessions. This document is the 
final report of the State-wide Reading Workshop (Lincoln, Nebraska, 
March 31-April 1, 1967). (NS) 
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This curriculum guide for reading instruction in Idaho elemen- 
tary schools was evaluated by educators throughout the state of Idaho. 
The guide outlines the scope and sequence of work in developmental 
reading from grades one through six in these four stages: (1) read- 

ing readiness, (2) beginning reading, (3) establishing fluency in 
reading, and (4) improving comprehension and study skills. The dis- 
cussion is supplemented by a chart indicating the grade levels at 
which children normally reach various levels of the reading program 
and a reading skills chart showing what skills are emphasized at each 
grade level. To help teachers measure and evaluate reading achieve- 
ment, a reading readiness checklist, a list of standardized reading 
tests, and an informal reading inventory are presented with sugges- 
tions for improving comprehension and critical reading skills. The 
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following new approaches to reading instruction are discussed brief- 
ly: (1) individualized reading, (2) i/t/a, (3) linguistics approach, 

(4) programed reading, (5) Montessori, (6) the language-experience 
approach, and (7) words in color. A bibliography of selected refer- 
ences and a list of teaching aids conclude the guide. (NS) 
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This guide for setting up remedial reading programs in Idaho 
schools emphasizes the importance of preventing reading difficul- 
ties. The guide maintains that while a remedial reading program 
primarily diagnoses reading difficulties and provides the necessary 
remedial treatment, the program also supplements the regular class- 
room reading program. To help teachers identify pupils needing 
remedial reading instruction, criteria are suggested for judging 
prospective referrals. The duties of the administrative staff, the 
remedial reading teacher, the regular classroom teacher, and of the 
parents concerned are also considered, since the effectiveness of 
the program depends on their cooperative efforts. The minimum stan- 
dards prescribed by the International Reading Association are rec- 
ommended as guides for identifying the reading specialist. Samples 
of forms used for keeping accurate and up-to-date records of each 
referral’s progress are enclosed. (NS) 
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The relationship between the difficulty of reading material 
chosen and attitude toward reading was examined. Subjects were 40 
second graders. One-half of the subjects exhibited a favorable 
attitude toward reading, and one-half exhibited an unfavorable at- 
titude. The Activity Preference Test was adapted for the study and 
administered. An interview, an informal reading inventory, and a 
second administration of the Preference Test provided additional 
data. Correlation and the Kolmogorov -Smirnov Test, were used to an- 
alyze the data. Children in both the favorable and unfavorable at- 
titude groups chose material below their instructional level for 
free reading material. As a group, the subjects with favorable at- 
titudes were not better readers than those with unfavorable atti- 
tudes. Evidently, the difficulty of the materials did not appear 
to be a significant factor in determining their attitude, The sub- 
jects chose easier materials whether they reported considering dif- 
ficulty of material or not. A bibliography and an appendix are in- 
cluded. (BK) 
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About 70 female university students participated in this inves- 
tigation of the effect of social pressure on concept identification 
tasks and its transfer effect from one task to another. The subjects 
were randomly assigned to five experimental groups: (l) a control 

group without feedback, (2) a veridical group with correct feedback 
on the two tasks required, (3) a nonveridical group with incorrect 
feedback on both tasks, (4) a veridical-nonveridical group with cor- 
rect feedback on one task and incorrect feedback on the other, and 
(5) a nonveridical-veridical group with a reverse feedback situation. 
Social pressure took the form of unanimous correct or incorrect feed- 
back which the subjects believed was the responses of peers, but 
which actually was produced by the manipulations of a special appa- 
ratus. Results showed that the veridical group feedback facilitated 
concept acquisition, while the nonveridical group feedback produced 
a negative effect. Transfer effect between the two tasks resulted 
in a poorer performance on the second task. (NS) 
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This reading list published by the Pennsylvania State Library 
was drawn from book titles suggested by 28 college and university 
presidents in Pennsylvania for students contemplating going to col- 
lege. The first of three sections lists 26 annotated titles most 
often cited as beneficial reading for students entering college. 
Titles highly recommended by subject specialists are listed alpha- 
betically and grouped under 12 general subject headings in the sec- 
ond section. For students who have one of the participating colleges 
in mind, the third section lists recommended titles alphabetically 
under the recommending college. All books listed were in print in 

1964- (NS) 
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Seventy-five female psychology students participated in a study 
which investigated the effect of group pressure on the retention 
of previously learned verbal material in a controlled laboratory 
setting. The subjects were randomly assigned to five situations, 15 
to a group, and went through 4 steps in the experiment: (1) original 

learning, (2) testing with other subjects, (3) testing alone, an £ 

(4) relearning. After learning a paired-associates task, the sub- 
jects were exposed to one of 3 situations: (l) correct feedback, 

(2) incorrect feedback, and (3) no feedback. Two other situations 
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served as controls for the correct-feedback and the incorrect-feed- 
back situations. Feedback was given either by a group or by one 
person. Results showed that recall was accelerated by correct feed- 
back and reduced by incorrect feedback, and bhal feedback from other 
persons significantly affected memory. The difference between the 
one-person and the group conditions failed to reach significance. 
However, internal analyses revealed differences between the two 
conditions which indicated that normative social influence as well 
as informational social influence affected complex cognitive pro- 
cesses. ( Author/NS) 
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This investigation focused on the usefulness of a procedure 
for obtaining measures of the motivation of first-grade children 
from low-income families to achieve in reading which did not re- 
quire written or oral verbal responses from the subjects. Measures 
of achievement motivation were correlated with teacher ratings of 
efforts to achieve in reading and actual reading achievement as 
measured by standardized tests administered at the end of first 
grade. The sample was 70 first graders from three classrooms in 
two inner city schools in Minneapolis, Minnesota. The reading achieve- 
ment motivation scores showed moderate stability, but correlations 
with the measures of achievement efforts were low. Attainment value 
measures correlated most highly with concurrent measures of achieve- 
ment and efforts, while achievement expectancy measures had strength 
as predictive measures. Stronger patterns of relationship were foun 
for girls as contrasted with boys and for white subjects as contrast- 
ed with Negro and Indian subjects . Scattergrams indicated U-shaped 
distributions with high and low achiever$ reporting high motivation 
to achieve. It was noted that this group of inner city first graders 
reported generally high motivation to achieve. Appendixes, tables, 
and a bibliography are included. (Author/BK) 
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A beginning reading program for Spanish-speaking children is 
reported. A study, sponsored by the Southwest Regional Laboratory 
for Educational Research and Development (SWRL), developed learning 
sequences for a beginning reading program for kindergarten class- 
rooms with Spanish-speaking children throughout the southwest region. 
Each of 21 10-minute programed lessons developed was presented through 
a tape recorder and visual displays on cards to Spanish-speaking pre- 
school children. Each child was required to make about 60 oral re- 
sponses during each lesson. Instructions in English were gradually 
substituted for instructions in Spanish only after the child' has 
mastered the task. The child was always asked to respond in English. 
Correct feedback was provided through prompting and confirmation. 

The test scores of Spanish-speaking children who received instruction 
through this programed adjunct, when compared with the test scores 
of English-speaking children who received regular classroom instruc- 
tion, supported the thesis that it is possible to increase the prob- 
abilities of reading success for Spanish-speaking children after 
careful identification of learner tasks and selection of instruction- 
al practices that elicit the desired response to printed stimuli. 

This paper was presented at the American Educational Research Asso- 
ciation Conference (Chicago, February 6-10, 1968). (NS) 
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A listing of 143 important research reports completed on read- 
ing and closely related topics covering preschool through college 
and adult years is presented. Relevant issues of "Research in Edu- 
cation," the "Office of Education Research Reports, 1956-65, Resumes 
(0E-12029, $1.75), ^d "Office of Education Research Reports, 1956-65, 
Indexes" (0E-12028, $2.00) were reviewed, and documents presenting 
discussions of research on reading and allied topics were selected 
for inclusion. The bibliography provides a comprehensive review of 
all USOE projects on reading funded by the Bureau of Research since 
its inception in 1956. Each entry includes citation, data, index 
terms, and a descriptive abstract of the contents of the document. 

All documents abstracted are available from EDRS/NCR. Complete in- 
formation on microfiche and hard copy prices is included with each 
document as is the ED number necessary for ordering each document. 
(Author) 
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Language learning emphasizing the importance of auditory factors 
in reading was surveyed. The auditory- to-visual symbol system asso- 
ciation is defined as the ability to associate sound labels with 
visual labels (and vice versa) on a Gestalt whole-word basis and on 
a phoneme -grapheme analytic-synthetic basis. The decoding (reading) 
and encoding (spelling and writing), or the turning of the Gestalt 
of letters into sounds and the Gestalt of sounds into letters, is 
discussed. The irregular orthography system in Egnlish requires each 
paired association for each word to be learned by rote memory in as- 
sociation with its meaning-in-context. In severe disability cases, 
the need to identify auditory phonemes, to articulate clearly, then 
to spell and write words and sentences as an aid in learning to read 
is emphasized. References and tables are provided. This paper was 
presented at the International Reading Association Conference (Se- 
attle, May 4-6, 1967). (MC) 
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A detailed outline of key individualized reading principles 
and guidelines for their application to suburban and inner-city sit- 
uations are presented. The approach is suggested for graded, team- 
taught, or self-contained classroom groupings in the total elemen- 
tary reading curriculum. Two interdependent principles recommend 
that the child be helped to be on his own to develop at his own 
pace toward skillful and independent learning and thinking and that 
there be a two-way instructional relationship between teacher and 
pupil. Ten guidelines are offered for implementing these principles 
during the dependent phase, the early independent phase, and the 
independent phase during which the child learns to think reflective- 
ly. A detailed account of n The Riverview School Story*’ is related 
as an example of the application of the principles presented. This 
paper was presented at the International Reading Association Con- 
ference (Seattle, May 4“6, 1967). (MC) 
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A study of kindergarten perception was made to determine if a 
formal program in perception in kindergarten would contribute to 
the growth of perception in children at the end of the kindergarten 
year and to success at the first-grade level. Fourteen kindergarten 
classes were chosen at random for a control group, and 14 classes 
were chosen at random for an experimental group. The children, from 
a large school district in northern California, were randomly assign- 
ed to all classes. Each subject was given the Winterhaven Perception 
Ability Forms Test in September and May of the kindergarten year to 
determine growth in perception and was tested with the Gates Word 
Recognition Test in November and May of the first grade to determine 
growth in reading ability. Teachers were chosen at random for the 
classes and were matched on years of experience and teaching compe- 
tence. Each of the kindergarten control and experimental group 
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teachers received inservice training on the use of kindergarten 
guides from both county and district. The experimental group of 
teachers received additional training in teaching perception skills. 
Data were analyzed by chi square and indicated significantly greater 
growth in the experimental group in both perception and word recog- 
nition achievement when compared to the control group. Some kinder- 
garten techniques considered valuable and charts and figures are 
provided. This paper was presented at the International Reading 
Association Conference (Seattle, May 4-6, 1967). (BK) 
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The child’s ability to perceive the difficulty of reading ma- 
terials was assessed. A stratified random, sample of 60 fifth graders 
in Massachusetts with a mean IQ of 115 served as subjects. Materials 
were 32 short, graded reading selections in 8 interest categories 
and a comprehension test. Selections were at various levels of read- 
ability. Spearman’s coefficient of rank correlation and analysis 
of variance were used to analyze the data. There was little consis- 
tency in the subjects’ choice of easiest and hardest material. Sub- 
jects with low comprehension scores received high mean scores on 
the easy-choice task. Evidence from tne correlation analysis indi- 
cated that there was a positive relationship between level of compre- 
hension and level of materials chosen. This paper was presented at 
the American Educational Research Association Conference (New York, 
February 1967). (BK) 
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An annotated list of materials particularly suited to teaching 
reading to adolescent and adult males is presented. The materials 
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cited should stimulate and challenge readers whose achievement lev- 
els range from grades 1 to 6. A list of publishers who are printing 
materials of this type is included. (JM) 
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The remedial reading program of the Evansville-Vanderburgh School 
Corporation is concerned with individual students whose reading level 
indicates a discrepancy between performance and capacity for learning. 
The guide was designed for use in grades 2 through 8 and is divided 
into three areas: (i) diagnosis, including selected intelligence 



niques for teaching vocabulary, increasing comprehension, improving 
oral reading abilities, and motivating recreational reading. An anec- 
dotal record, a weekly plan sheet, and a year-end check sheet are sug- 
gested as aids. A bibliography of professional books as well as books 
for children in grades 1 through 6 are included. The appendix con- 
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One measure currently used to describe the reading processes 
is the eye-voice span or EVS. The EVS is defined as the distance 
or span of words that the eye is ahead of the voice in oral reading. 
The effects of different ins true tionally-induced sets upon the eye- 
voice spans of readers at various elementary and high school levels 



tests, selected reading tests, and use of report -5 ’”" 
materials and facilities, including audiovisual 




tains various data and informational sheets. (JM) 
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were Investigated. The subjects were t>0 pupils from the Ithaca, 

New York, public schools from grades 2, 4, 9, and 11. bach subject 
was required to road short selections typed on 5" x ? cards which 
were inserted into a 24" x 18" x 12" box. This box was lifted 
when the experimenter desired the subject to read the pi n © 
rial, and the light was turned off when the experimenter so desired. 
There seemed to be a notable flexibility of the EVS, reflecting 
changes in the central processes of apprehension and comprehension. 

Eye movements appeared to be dictated by conscious processes acti- 
vated subsequent to the instruction-induced set for the purpose of 
reading. It was demonstrated that different instructions produced 
significant changes in the reading behavior of the subjects. The 
EVS varied with instructions in the same ways as eye movements. 

Three tables showing statistical data and a bibliography are included. 

(JM) 
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The relationships between reader efficiency in processing sen- 
tences and differences in the deep structure of the stimulus sentences 
were studied. The efficiency of processing, as measured by the se- 
lects’ eye-voice span, varied with changes in the deep structure. 
Comparisons were made between reader processing of pairs of sentences 
in which the surface structure was the same, but in which the « ee P 
structure was different. The eye-voice span measure validly discrim- 
inated between sentences with the same surface structure u w 
differing deep structure. The results were interpreted to suggest 
very tentatively that the efficiency of reading processing is U) a 
function of the "congruence " or "constraints" between the surface 
structure and the deep structure of sentences, and also W a * unc ~ 
tion of the number of structural "categories" required in the deep 

s true ture . ( Author/MC ) 
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Project Literacy is a group of cooperating researchers who plan 
their research together and make their findings rapidly available 
for small-scale tryouts. In this way, advances both in basic edu- 
cational research arid educational practice can be promoted. The 
following assumptions have guided a group of researchers at Cornell: 
Reading involves sampling the written text and sampling implies the 
active processing of some information. Sampling depends on such 
characteristics as spacing, type alignment, on the difficulty of the 
material, on grammatical structure, on the intention of the reader, 
and reflects the skill of the reader. Studies of spacing between 
words, the effects of grammatical structure on reading, and eye- 
voice span in reading active and passive sentences are discussed. 

It was concluded that the child should be exposed to mixed strate- 
gies early in the beginning reading stage. Familiarity with various 
cues in complex combination, including phonic, grammatical, and 
meaning aspects of the materials, leads to mature reading behavior. 
This paper was presented at the 31st Educational Conference sponsor- 
ed by the Educational Records Bureau, New York, October 28, 1966. 
(JM) 
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The library records of a midwestern public library were exam- 
ined to determine which age groups visit the public library during 
the summer, which age group reads the greatest number of books, 
and how many of the volumes circulated are listed in the ’’Children’s 
Catalog” as quality literature. Data compiled within a 6-day period 
revealed that: (l) more elementary school children than adults 

visited the public library during the summer, ( 2 ) the children pa- 
trons fell within the age range of 5 to 16, while boys were interested 
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in the library at the age of 7 to 9 and girls at the age of 7 to 
12, (3) as a mixed group, the 8-year-olds checked out the greatest 
number of books listed in the ^Ghildrer^s Catalog* and (4) 21 per- 
cent of 1,421 volumes circulated were listed as quality literature 
in the "Children’s Catalog.” Several problems needing further re- 
search are suggested, and a bibliography is included. (NS) 
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In January 1966, the Milwaukee public schools extended reading 
services to public and nonpublic school children in grades 3 to 8 
who were retarded in reading. The project provided additional read- 
ing centers and was carried out in five of 12 proposed elementary 
schools. Thirty to 35 minutes of small-group reading was given 
5 days a week. Public— school referrals attended morning sessions 
while parochial school referrals were instructed in the afternoon. 
For evaluation purposes, children in grades 3 through 6 from two 
schools served as the evaluation sample. Achievement was determined 
by the California Reading Test, teachers’ ratings, a pupil attitude 
survey, and pupils’ report cards. The teachers and principals in- 
volved evaluated the project at its conclusion. Results showed that 
the majority of the referrals gained in reading grade equivalent and 
that their reading retardation was reduced. Better pupil-teacher 
relationships and improved pupil-behavior were observed. Materials, 
techniques, class size, curriculum, and supervisory help were rated 
as excellent. Sample evaluation forms are provided. (NS) 
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An evaluation of the i/t/a reading program at the Lakewood pub- 
lic schools called for an investigation of the immediate and long 
term effects of i/t/a instruction in reading and various areas of 
language arts. An experimental group of 93 pupils was divided into 
two groups, depending on the amount of i/t/a instruction given. 

One group had ijji" years of i/t/a instruction, and another group had 
1 full year. Two comparable groups with traditional reading instruc- 
tion served as controls. Multiple objective and subjective measures 
were given to all groups after a 2-year period of i/t/a instruction 
with the experimental groups. A survey of teachers’ opinions was 
also conducted. Results showed that (l) while i/t/a pupils showed 
greater immediate gains in two reading skills areas, traditional 
pupils performed at a higher level and made greater long term prog-, 
ress in the various areas of language arts, (2) that there was no 
evidence that the i/t/a pupils showed more favorable post-i/t/a at- 
titudes toward reading, school, and self, and (3) that the disadvan- 
tages of i/t/a cited in the teacher-opinion survey outweighed the 
advantages. Most teachers believed that a combined traditional-i/t/a 
reading program would be more effective. Tabulated results, a bib- 
liography, and samples of evaluative measures used are included. (NS) 
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An analysis of the nonunique portion of explained variation 
which can be attributed to the regressor variables as a group in 
regression analysis is discussed. The unique sums of squares is 
presented as a basis for understanding the procedure for partition- 
ing the nonunique part. A method of partitioning nonunique varia- 
tion is defined in terms of a three variable casei definition of 
commonalities, reduced form of the commonalities, and partitioning 
the sums of squares. Tables and an appendix are included. (BK) 



317. ED 017 409 re 001 133 

Title III (PACE) Projects on Reading. ERIC/CRIER Reading Review 
Series, Volume 1, Bibliography 6. 



ERIC 



198 



By- Harris, Larry A. 

Indiana Univ., Bloomington, ERIC Ch. on Reading 

Pub Date Mar 68 

EDRS Price MF-$0.25 HC-#2.50 48P. 

Descriptors- ^Curriculum Development, ^Educational Innovation, ^Grants, 
^Reading Clinics, ^School Community Programs, Communication Skills, 
Developmental Reading, Inservice Programs, Instructional Materials 
Centers, Learning Difficulties, PACE, Projects to Advance Creativity 
in Education, Reading Centers, Remedial Reading, Youth Programs. 

A listing of 69 planning and operational grants related to read- 
ing approved during the fiscal year 1966 is presented. "Pacesetters 
in Innovation, Fiscal Year 1966" (0E-20103, $2.50) was reviewed, and 
documents related to reading were selected for inclusion. The biblio- 
graphy is a complete listing of all the reading-related PACE projects 
reported for 1966 and includes material from all levels of education. 
Each entry includes citation data, index terms, and a descriptive ab- 
stract of the contents of the document. All documents reported are 
available from National Cash Register, ERIC Document Reproduction 
Service, 4936 Fairmont Avenue, Bethesda, Maryland 20014. Complete 
information on microfiche and hardcopy prices is included with each 
document along with the ES number necessary for ordering the document. 
(Author) 
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The verbal organization relevant to serial learning was studied. 
Ninety-six fourth and fifth graders were required to learn the order 
of one list of 14 familiar nouns. The conditions of the serial task 
were phrase control, sentence control, and noun control. The depen- 
dent variable was the number of correct responses. A repeated mea- 
sures analysis of variance was used to analyze the data. Subjects 
who were exposed to the sentence control performed significantly bet- 
ter than those exposed to the other treatments. Tables, a discussion, 
and references are included. This paper was presented at the American 
Educational Research Association Conference (Chicago, February 6-10, 
1968). (BK) 
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VeneSS ^ ree approaches to teaching beginning read- 
ing and the influence of an oral language stimulation program on the 
development of disadvantaged children is reported in the first-year 
report of a 2-year intervention study. Subjects were 608 first-grade 
pupi s from 12 elementary schools in an inner-city area. The three 
experimental reading treatments were (l) the Initial Teaching Alpha- 
bet ita) used phonetically, ( 2 ) the words in color (WIC) program, 
and^3; a supplemented conventional reading program (SCRP) using a 
basic reader plus additional phonics material. In addition to the 
reading treatments, some of the experimental classes received an oral 
stimulation program in the first year utilizing Level 1 of the Peabody 
Language Development Kits (PLDK). Nine experimental treatment groups 
and one control group were established. Pretests and post-tests were 
administered. Analysis of variance, orthogonal comparisons, and t 
tests were used to analyze the data. The results suggest that the 
PLDK program enhanced performance of disadvantaged children in intel- 
lectual growth and in oral language development, but not in school 
achievement. The combination of ita and PLDK was less effective than 
the other treatments. The SCRP experimental treatment was superior 
at the .90 level to the WIC and ita treatments, with girls superior 
tomboys in all cases. A bibliography and appendixes are included. 
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Environmental Influences, Family Role, Parent Role, 

A secondary analysis of the Nashville Cooperative Reading Pro- 
ject data is reported. To determine the effect of family-home vari- 
ables on reading achievement, the Peabody Cultural Opportunity Seale 
was given to disadvantaged first graders in 12 elementary schools 
serving the low socioeconomic areas of the community. Objective data 
were gathered on role models in the household, the educational level 
of household members, and economic deprivation, intelligence was 
controlled in the analysis by using regression equation procedures 
in obtaining each individual’s standardized achievement score and 
by dividing the population into intelligence categories. Chi square 
was used to measure the effect of the three family-home variables 
on reading achievement. Results showed that while variations in the 
role model associated with the person responsible for the child’s 
development did not affect reading achievement, educational level 
seemed to have the greatest effect. Reading achievement was highest 
when the educational level of a sister was highest, followed by the 
father, then the mother. The source of income rather than the amount 
seemed to be more important. These findings imply that deprivation 
could promote or prevent intellectual development of the deprived 
child, depending on the attitudes and values of the deprived and on 
the transmission of these in socialization. (NS) 
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The Peabody-Chicago-Detroit Reading Project, a 3-year project, 
compared six approaches for beginning reading instruction to young 
e due able mental retardates: (l) the language-experience approach 

(LE) using traditional orthography (TO), (2) LE using i/t/a, (3) 
the basal reader approach (BR) using TO, (4) HR using i/t/a, (5) 

BR using the Rebus, an approach developed at Peabody, and (6) a pro- 
gramed textbook approach using TO. Each of these approaches is de- 
scribed. During the first year of the project, instructional pro- 
grams and materials were organized and tried out, and school districts 
and teacher-participants were selected. The teachers, randomly 
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assigned to the six approaches, used the assigned approach in classes 
with those children at the readiness or beginning reading stages. 
After 2 years of instruction, the results of standardized tests given 
to 321 pupils in 85 classes showed a mean gain of 5^ months. No sig- 
nificant differences among any of the approaches were noted, implying 
that instructional approach did not affect significantly the reading 
achievement of young educable mental retardates during the first 2 
years of instruction if they were nonreaders at the outset. This 
paper was presented at the Fourth Annual I.T.A. Conference (Montreal, 
August 11, 1967). (NS) 
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Teachers at Covina High School, San Dimas, California, utilized 
the team teaching approach to English in grades 9 through 12. In 
order to develop life-time readers at Covina High, paperbacks were 
used extensively to promote interest in reading. Teachers tried to 
get the right book to the right person at the right time. It was 
felt that pupils throughout the school should be surrounded with 
books to tempt the virtual nonreader as well as the college prepara- 
tory students. Tapes, films, and magazines were also used. It was 
deemed essential that the teacher read widely in order to share his 
knowledge with students and to be able to suggest good books at any 
time. A number of sources for the acquisition of paperbacks and a 
reference list are provided. This paper was presented at the Nation- 
al Council of Teachers of English Conference (Honolulu, November 23- 
25, 1967). (JM) 
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An interim report of a 3~y©ar study of the effectiveness of 
the Initial Teaching Alphabet (ita) and the Peabody Language Devel- 
opment Kits (PLDK) with underprivileged children in beginning read- 
ing and in stimulating oral language and verbal intelligence is pre- 
sented. Five experimental groups and one control group were derived 
from 17 classes in nine schools. The five experimental groups had 
various combinations of ita, PLDK, and conventional reading and vari- 
ous lengths of PLDK treatment, while the control group had nothing 
but conventional reading. Pupil progress was measured in reading 
achievement, language development, and intellectual growth. Results 
showed that the ita groups were significantly advanced in reading 
achievement over the conventional reading group. Children with ita 
and 2 years PLDK made more reading progress than any other group. 
Children with 1 or 2 years PLDK made greater language gains than 
those without PLDK, and 2 years of PLDK produced greater effect than 
1 year. Growth in intellectual development was enhanced in terms of 
MA not IQ. These findings suggest that while use of ita made great- 
er effects than conventional reading with or without PLDK, the com- 
bined ita and 2 years of PLDK was most effective with underprivi- 
leged children. References and tables are included. (NS) 
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California recognized that the ability to read is a vital skill 
needed by all school-age youngsters. The Miller-Unruh Reading Act 
of 1965 and its 1967 amendments are designed to help primary-grade 
children succeed in reading. The Miller-Unruh Act focuses upon the 
diagnosis of actual or anticipated reading disability, the preven- 
tion of potential and the correction of actual reading disability, 
the assessment of the developmental aspects of child growth and de- 
velopment as these may affect beginning reading, and the development 
of positive attitudes toward reading. The major feature of the act 
provides school districts with the opportunity to obtain specialist 




teachers of reading for grades 1, 2, and 3. The act envisions the 
development of instructional materials, the extensive usage of li- 
brary facilities, inservice education for classroom teachers of read- 
ing, the maintenance of reading-learning centers, and assistance 
in continuing evaluation of reading programs. A team approach, in- 
volving participation by the pupil, the parent, the regular class- 
room teacher, the specialist teacher of reading, and other staff 
specialists, forms the nucleus of this program. ( Author/ JM) 
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Three fifth-grade classes of economically deprived Negro chil- 
dren, equated on intelligence and reading achievement, participated 
in a study of the effects of varying amounts and types of racial 
cueing on affective sets toward the protagonist and antagonist in 
a cloze type reading selection. All three classes read the selec- 
tion, but Class A was presented pictures of the interaction of the 
two main characters with each other and with peers. Class B had 
single pictures of the two main characters only who were identified 
as a Negro protagonist and a white antagonist, and Class C did not 
receive any racial cueing. Each child rated the protagonist and 
antagonist on a semantic differential scale adapted from Osgood’s 
semantic differential. It was found that the clear identification 
of the racial background of the protagonist and antagonist and the 
use of single picture cues resulted in a positive rating of the pro- 
tagonist and a negative rating of the antagonist. Class B also used 
more exact language to achieve closure. The use of picture cues 
only and the lack of racial cueing, whether pictorial or textual, 
resulted in perception of the antagonist as an ideal type having 
positive evaluation and strength and of the protagonist as having 
positive and strong type character. Classes A and C used language 
limited to synonyms and the groups’ own language to obtain closure. 
This paper was presented at the American Educational Research Asso- 
ciation Conference (Chicago, February 6-10, 1968). (NS) 
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The effectiveness of two training methods to focus attention 
on the critical features of letter-like forms was studied. Subjects 
were 32 kindergarten pupils. Six nonsymmetrical, standard letter- 
like forms and four transformations, consisting of right-left and 
up-down, reversals, 180 degrees and 90 degrees rotation, were used 
as stimuli to learning. Visual memory as an approximation of the 
perceptual tasks in reading was used with three groups for discrim- 
ination training. A fourth group received reproduction training 
requiring the tracing and copying of each standard form. Analyses 
of performance on three tests indicated that reproduction was not 
as effective as discrimination with transformations. The right- 
left reversal was the most difficult of the four transformations. 
Training involving the comparison of letters with their transforma- 
tions was suggested for kindergarten pupils. Tables are included. 
This paper was presented at the American Educational Research Asso- 
ciation Conference (Chicago, February 6-10, 1968). (MC) 



327. ED 017 420 BE 001 147 

Cybernetic Control of Memory while Reading Connected Discourse. 

By- Frase, Lawrence T. 

Bell Telephone Labs., Inc., Murray Hill, N.J. 

EDRS Price MF-$0.25 HC41.25 23P. 

Descriptors- ** Adults, ^Models, ^Reading Processes, ^Reading Research, 
Organization, Stimulus Behavior, Verbal Stimuli. 

A study was conducted to determine how adults adapt to differ- 
ent passage organizations and stimuli which play a critical role in 
governing reading behavior. A model of reading is described which 
states that subjects enter a minimal set of stimuli into memory 
which governs subsequent feedback control, and that subjects allow 
passage organization to act as a surrogate storage for easily re- 
trieved verbal units. The model was tested in an analysis of vari- 
ance using 24 college-age females. Subjects were given the attri- 
butes of a verbal concept and told to find its name in a reading 
passage. They were not instructed to learn the materials. The group 
which read the sentences organized by concept name retained more 
attributes than the group which read the same sentences organized 
by attribute. The latter group retained more names. There were no 
significant differences between treatments in terms of time. It 
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was possible to program memory inputs simply by rearranging the 
sentences. Tables , figures, and references are included. (BK) 
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The conclusions of an earlier study led to this study of the 
effects of questions interspersed in the reading material, of ques- 
tions presented after the material, and of the mode of questioning 
on learning from prose. About 120 psychology students read twenty 
10-sentence paragraphs of biographical nature with either a question 
before each paragraph, two or more questions after two or more para- 
graphs, or with questions appropriately interspersed in the whole 
material. No knowledge of the results was given after the questions, 
and the students were not allowed to reviow the paragraphs. The 
post-test was a multiple-choice test consisting of the 20 questions 
found in the material read and of 20 new questions to test incidental 
learning. Results support earlier findings that post-questioning 
produces higher learning, particularly when the pacing of questions 
is increased. The higher the pacing of questions, the larger the 
discrimination between relevant and incidental recall. Too much 
exposure to the questions decreased incidental recall. Regardless 
of pacing or the location of questions, higher incidental recall was 
obtained when the incidental text material followed the relevant 
text material. The mode of questioning did not influence learning. 

A graphic representation of findings is included. This paper was 
presented at the American Educational Research Association Confer- 
ence (Chicago, February 6-10, 1968). (NS) 
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The problem was to determine which combinations of verbal and 
graphic materials lead to the most efficient learning. Ninety-one 
university college students were divided into eight groups which 
read the same instructional material (on electrical circuitry) in 
verbal, graphic, verbal -graphic, or graphic-verbal form. Half of 
the subjects were pretested on the material. A recall and recogni- 
tion post-test (with both verbal and graphic items) was administer- 
ed immediately after reading. The finding that there were no reten- 
tion differences among the various groups confirms earlier research. 
College students evidently can profit equally from these different 
types of presentations. Tables and references are included. This 
paper was presented at the American Educational Research Associa- 
tion Conference (Chicago, February 6-10, 1968). (Author/BK) 
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The development of an instructional system to improve class- 
room instruction in reading for Mexican-American students is describ- 
ed. An evaluation-revision strategy was utilized to investigate the 
extent of interactions among students, materials, and the teacher. 

Four elementary schools in Los Angeles participated in this program 
for l£ years. The study tried to identify distinct problems of 
first-grade Mexican-American students, to develop instructional pro- 
cedures to overcome the problem, and to develop a total instruction- 
al system. The following 10 concept words were chosen as the prob- 
lem area for the study: top, bottom, alike, different, over, under, 

first, middle, last, and underline. To develop instruction to en- 
able most Mexican-American children to learn these concept words 
during the first semester of first grade, seven techniques were 
utilized: teacher-led orientation, small-group paired helpers, struc- 

tured individual tutoring, unstructured individual tutoring, small- 
group tutoring, teacher as tutor, and parents as tutors. The evalu- 
ation-revision strategy was shown to be a valid approach for develop- 
ing effective classroom instruction. However, there are serious 
problems in the utilization of an instructional system as novel as 
this one, and much research needs to be done. (JM) 
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The experimental use of video and tape recordings in teaching 
three neurologic ally disabled boys aged 8, 9, and 10 to read is 
reported. Experience charts were used to present both uncontrolled 
and controlled vocabulary. Three spaces video-taped demonstrations 
with the children were used to diagnose progress and as motivation- 
al devices. The Language Master, an audio tape recorder with a 
double track, provided the multisensory approach, so that every les- 
son included motor skills, speech training, auditory discrimination, 
visual perception, and recognition of the configurations involved 
in reading. The techniques improved self-esteem and motor and ver- 
bal coordination. After the third video tape, the boys were reading 
well enough to work with preprimers without too much trouble. The 
immediate replay of the video tapes had a distinct effect on their 
body images which made the video taping process the deciding factor. 
The video tapes and replays which followed each taping session en- 
abled the boys to see results as they occurred. They saw themselves 
reading and heard speech errors and observed hyperkinetic movements 
of which they weren’t aware. The video tapes also enabled observa- 
tion of the dynamics between teacher and students. This paper was 
presented at the Association for Children with Learning Disabilities 
5th Annual Conference (Boston, February 1968). (MC) 
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The effect of classroom grouping on children with learning dis- 
abilities was studied. Emphasis was placed on the acquisition of 
information, methods of selection, and teaching techniques. Data 
were gathered from school records and from group and individual tests. 
Fifteen pupils were placed in a ’’special*' class, and 15 were distrib- 
uted among regular third-grade classes. Teachers were given super- 
visory help in developing a series of lessons. The evaluation of 
achievement indicated that homogeneous grouping did not result in 
significant differences. References are included. This paper was 
presented at the Association for Children with Learning Disabilities 
Conference (Boston, February 1968). (BK) 
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An annotated bibliography of reading instructional materials 
for use in reading improvement programs was compiled for teachers 
and administrators in Wayne County schools, Detroit, Michigan, to 
make them aware of all the reading instructional materials available 
and to enable them to evaluate these materials in terms of local 
need. The materials are listed under nine categories with reading 
and interest level designations: (l) books and workbooks, (2) kits, 

laboratories, and multimedia packages, (3) programed materials, (4) 
periodicals, (5) instrumentation, (6) films, filmstrips, slides, 
transparencies, and recordings, (7) charts, pictures, games, and 
devices, (8) evaluation, and (9) professional books for teachers and 
administrators. Each category is accompanied by a chart indicating 
appropriate use of the materials listed in developing skills in pre- 
reading, word recognition, comprehension, critical thinking, locat- 
ing materials, using nonverbal reading materials, organizing mater- 
ials, improving reading rate, and reading for pleasure. A list of 
publishers, manufacturers, and suppliers is included. Since the 
compilation is subject to revision, readers are requested to submit 
items to keep the volume accurate and up-to-date. This document is 
available from the Wayne County Board of Education, 301 City-County 
B ui lding, Detroit, Michigan 4^226 for $2.00. (NS) 
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The extent to which reading readiness tests relate to a group 
of intelligence tests was investigated. Approximately 300 iirst 
graders in 15 classrooms in Georgia were administered the Metropoli- 
tan Readiness Test, the Lee Clark Readiness Test, and the California 
Test of Mental Maturity. Factor analysis was used to analyze the 
data. The subtests of the readiness tests did not measure separate 
factors of ability for performance. A high degree of overlap exist- 
ed in subtest measurements. The one general factor pattern which 
emerged from the factor analysis appeared to indicate that the vari- 
ance of the respective subtests occupied a smaller common space. A 
significant degree of predictive relationship was found between 
reading readiness test scores and intelligence test scores. Although 
not considered in the ■ hypotheses, age was not a significant contribu- 
ting factor to the prediction scheme when intelligence was the cri- 
terion variable. The sex factor was not a significant variable. 

The predictive power for intelligence of the reading readiness tes 3 
alone was nearly equal to the predictive power of the reading readi- 
ness tests in combination with age, sex, and age plus sex. \ Author/ ) 
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A learning disability program was integrated with a total dis- 
trict effort to meet the need for tutorial services among children 
with exceptional dysfunctions. Through differential diagnosis and 
continuous interchange of information among the school personnel, 
the right teachers for specific pupil difficulties were chosen. 
Cumulative records and the continuous diagnosis of each case insured 
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a profitable tutorial and small-group procedure. Therapy was based 
upon individual dysfunctions in academic areas. Inservice contacts 
and the training of tutors led to an improved program which was an 
integral part of the child's total academic growth. This paper was 
presented at the Fifth Annual Conference of the Association for 
Children with Learning Disabilities (Boston, February 1968). (MC) 
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Some guidelines and recommendations for improving teacher edu- 
cation in order to meet the needs of severely disabled learners are 
presented. The suggestions include improving professional training 
for teachers, psychologists, supervisors, and counselors at all lev- 
els. Training should include the study of dyslexia and the prepa- 
ration of a pilot report as material for workshops, institutes, and 
inservice training. It is suggested that a national conference of 
an interdisciplinary nature be held to consider recommendations for 
further research. Finally, the awarding of grants to school sys- 
tems and training institutions is recommended to implement further 
study and specialized training. (MC) 



337. ED 017 432 re 001 159 

Relationships between Auditory and Visual Perceptual Ability and 
Reading Achievement. 

By - Busby, Walter A. Hurd, Donald E. 

Pub Date Feb 68 

EDRS Price MF-$0.25 HC-$0*45 7P. 

Descriptors- "Grade 2, "Grade 4, "Grade 6, "Perception, "Reading 
Achievement, Auditory Perception, Intelligence, Visual Perception. 

A study was conducted to determine whether audiovisual per- 
ceptual ability can account for reading achievement. Subjects were 
120 pupils selected randomly from 38 schools in Illinois. Pupils 
were in grades 2, 4, and 6. Measures of visual perception, auditory 
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perception, visual-auditory shifting perception, intelligence, so- 
cioeconomic status, and reading achievement were obtained for all 
subjects. The reaction time to visual and auditory stimuli was 
measured. Correlation and mean scores were used to analyze the 
data. Shifting behavior was not independent of the ability to re- 
spond to a single channel stimuli. Audiovisual perception and in- 
telligence were not significantly related. Scores in response to 
the audiovisual stimuli were not related to reading achievement. 
Auditory-visual perceptual ability increased with age, but was not 
significantly related to sex, race, intelligence, or socioeconomic 
status. References are included. This paper was presented at the 
American Educational Research Association Conference (Chicago, Feb- 
ruary 6-10, 1968). (BK) 
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To investigate the effectiveness of methods of eliciting chil- 
dren’s responses to humor in literature and to determine how these 
responses are affected by sex, socioeconomic level, intelligence, 
and reading ability, 365 fifth graders were asked to read excerpts 
containing elements of five types of humor. Unstructured question- 
naires requiring written explanations of what was funniest about 
the story and structured questionnaires requiring responses to mul- 
tiple-choice and true-false items were distributed randomly to the 
classes. Results indicated that children of different sexes, socio- 
economic levels, intelligence, and reading abilities responded dif- 
ferently to various forms of questioning about humor in literature. 
Children of high intelligence more often judged selections humorous, 
and children of high socioeconomic levels and those of high reading 
abilities made similar choices of types of humor. Selections were 
more frequently judged humorous in structured questionnaires than 
in unstructured forms by more boys than girls, by children of low 
socioeconomic levels, and by children of low and average reading 
abilities. These findings suggest that responses to humor in litera- 
ture are influenced by the method of questioning. This paper was 
presented at the American Educational Research Association Confer- 
ence (Chicago, February 6-10, 1968). (NS) 
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A developmental study of perception and its relationships to 
reading as measured by the California Reading Test, the Gates-McKillop 
Diagnostic Reading Test, a word reversal test, and a reversed words 
in context test is reported. The perceptual task of match adjust- 
ment was used as the spatial orientation measure and for both shape 
and size constancy. Match recognition was used for speed of pro- 
cessing information. Subjects were 50 second, 56 fourth, and 56 
sixth graders. The results of tests of intelligence, achievement, 
spatial relations, word reversals, and size and shape constancy were 
analyzed. None of the intercorrelations of the perceptual tests 
was significant. The speed of processing information correlated 
significantly with intelligence, and the achievement scores for all 
groups accounted for the most variance. Spatial orientation and 
reversals were related significantly to achievement in both fourth- 
and sixth-grade groups. With an increase amount of information, 
differences between high and low achievers became significant. Size 
and shape constancy proved an important variable in the early grades. 
The results of the project point out the impracticality of the search 
for general perceptual ability and suggest that no such ability 
exists. Test instructions and a bibliography are included. (MC) 
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Some of the values of a residential program for the disabled 
learner include a predictable daily routine, personal attention, 
the impersonal attitude of the staff, order, an encouraging atmos- 
phere, a rigorous educational program, and concentration on self- 
concepts. Although the boarding school is no panacea for all the 
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problems of the child, for many it is the only answer. The combina- 
tion of a sound educational program with an after-school living ex- 
perience can make the difference between the child * s success or 
failure. The most critical aspect of the residential placement of 
the adolescent is that within this situation the child is as he is 
and is given guidance and support to accept himself. References 
are included. This paper was presented at the 5th Annual Confer- 
ence of the Association for Children with Learning Disabilities (Boston 
February 1968) . (Author/BK) 
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The effects of a training program and of creative and noncreative 
prereading writing tasks were investigated to test the assumption 
that the cognitive level at which a literary selection is read deter- 
mines the attitudes developed toward that selection. Twenty senior 
classes taking college-preparatory English at two Madison, Wisconsin, 
high schools were divided into four equal groups. Two groups attend- 
ed the training program, and each was assigned either a creative or 
noncreative prereading writing task. The two other groups were non- 
training groups, but each group was assigned either a creative or 
noncreative prereading writing task. Each written response was rated 
by three judges on a 5-item scale to determine the extent of creative- 
ness or noncreativeness. An attitude inventory especially developed 
for this study measured the attitudes developed after completion of 
the reading and writing tasks. It was concluded that the nature of 
the prereading writing task influenced the kind of attitudes develop- 
ed toward the selection read, but the direction and intensity of these 
attitudes was limited to the academic or ability levels of the stu- 
dent. The training program had no effect on attitudinal development. 
Further research with students of varying abilities and with differ- 
ent literary forms is suggested. This paper was presented at the 
American Educational Research Association Conference (Chicago, Feb- 
ruary 6-10, 1968). (NS) 
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The qualities which make storybooks and picture books appeal- 
ing to preschool children and those which help them understand and 
master the uses of language are discussed briefly. Different types 
of books that appeal to preschool children are presented: books 

that encourage the healthy expression of emotions, books that enable 
them to participate, books that present the conflicts and feelings 
children experience as they grow, books that confirm for them daily 
experiences and their knowledge of things, and books loved by young 
children from all socioeconomic levels. A special type of book 
is one the teacher makes for or with her children about one of their 
own classroom experiences. This experience helps children under- 
stand what a book is and how it is made and that words relate to 
people and events. Bibliographic data for the books discussed are 
provided. This paper was presented at the National Council of Teach- 
ers of English Conference (Honolulu, November 23-25, 1967). (NS) 
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The development of an objective strategy for the selection of 
journal literature in the retrieval of reading research is described. 
A frequency count was made of the articles appearing in the Gray 
summaries of reading research published annually by the Reading Re- 
search Center of the University of Chicago. The journals for the 
period 1884 to 1965-66 were ranked in terms of productive importance. 
Lists of journals are suggested that would supply three levels of 
coverage: total coverage, 50-percent coverage, and 80-percent cover- 

age. Decision factors other than sheer quantity of production that 
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must enter into the selection of journals to insure adequate cover- 
age of reading research are discussed. (Author) 
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Some implications of research arguments are presented for the 
encouragement of wider and more rapid reading and for the develop- 
ment of the varied skills basic to success in any type of reading* 

It is suggested that reading be taught within the context of a well- 

rounded language arts program in a manner that will promote effec- 
tive learning in all curriculum areas. To help teachers achieve 
this goal, factors that affect learning to read, principles of read- 
ing instruction, and some basic reading techniques are presented. 

The relative merits of the methods of teaching reading which are 
now the subject of controversy are discussed. This pamphlet offers 
topics for further discussion and selected references for the im- 
provement of reading instruction and for professional growth. This 
document is also available for $.25 from the National Education 
Association, 1201 Sixteenth Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036. 
(NS) 
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Four articles dealing with the role of the Greater Lawrence 
Guidance Center language training program in helping children with 
learning difficulties are presented. The first paper explains how 
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the center solved the problem of obtaining more accurate and com- 
plete developmental histories of referrals by giving more attention 
to perceptual-motor development. The second paper examines how the 
clinical psychologist helps diagnose learning problems, interviews 
parents, takes detailed developmental histories, and gives psycho- 
logical tests before a child is referred to the special therapeutic 
educational department. The third paper dwells on the language 
training program launched by the center. The fourth paper describes 
the tasks the language training consultant performs: studying the 

personality and background of volunteers, giving them intensive 
training, and supervising their work with children. These papers 
were presented at the Association for Children with Learning Disa- 
bilities Conference (Boston, February 1968). (NS) 
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A theory of teaching severely handicapped readers to read by 
modality blocking or nonvisual AKT, the Auditory-Kinesthetic-Tactile 
method, rather than by strengthening all sensory modalities is re- 
ported. Individuals who speak adequately but who read Inadequately 
suffer interference from the visual input system in the learning 
of reading. If the individual is to learn to read, visual input 
must be blocked. The nonvisual AKT method blocks the conflicting 
modality with constructive results at strategic stages in the learn- 
ing process. Usually, the child is blindfolded or closes his eyes, 
and the word to be learned is traced on his back. As the teacher 
traces the word, she spells it aloud. Often, after two or three 
tracings, the child can identify the letters being traced, and he 
spells out the word. In general, once a word has been mastered by 
the nonvisual method, it seems to be handled by the child with com- 
plete normalcy. A learning factor seems to mature, and word recog- 
nition, spelling, and reading comprehension improve at a consider- 
ably faster rate than would be expected from the limited number of 
words taught. A paraprofessional aide could help children using 
this method. References are provided. This paper was presented 
at the Association for Children with Learning Disabilities Confer- 
ence (Boston, February 1968). ( Author/ JM) 
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Some experiments in the United States conducted during the 
nineteenth century utilizing phonetic alphabets as transitional 
media for initial reading instruction were surveyed to provide a 
history of this aspect of education. The actual circumstances sur- 
rounding each of the major uses of such transitional media are con- 
sidered in detail. The material presented is based on an extensive 
search of primary sources. Some of the experiments were previously 
unreported in the background literature of phonetic teaching meth- 
ods. A cycle of innovation, use, and discontinuance is postulated 
as a means of structuring the historical facts. Similarities be- 
tween the practices reported and present educational activity are 
noted. References are given. (Author/MC) 
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Some of the implications of Chall’s "Learning to Read, The 
Great Debate" for teaching perceptually handicapped children to 
read are discussed. Chall contrasted the whole-word approach with 
the code-emphasis approach in which a child breaks the code through 
letter-sound associations. It has been observed that children find 
more difficulty in decoding the printed word than in comprehending 
the story, that phonics does not necessarily result in mechanical 
reading, and that phonetic knowledge allows the child to read inde- 
pendently and improves his spelling and writing abilities. Teaching 



218 



perceptually handicapped children to read requires systematic pho- 
nics instruction enriched by kinesthetic training, lessons program- 
ed in small segments, and constant review and reinforcement. The 
code-emphasis approach offers much in this direction. Chall's book 
points up the need for improved reading research and for the develop- 
ment of diagnostic and evaluation instruments. Prevention rather 
than remediation is emphasized. This paper was presented at the 
Association for Children with Learning Disabilities Conference (Bos- 
ton, February 1968). (NS) 
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Fourteen students at the University of South Carolina, most 
of them experienced teachers, enrolled in an experimental training 
program in early childhood education attempting to determine whether 
or not short periods, of individualized training over a period of 5 
weeks would be reflected in pupils' readiness as measured by the Met- 
ropolitan Readiness Test. Fourteen Head Start classes were assigned 
randomly to the experimental teacher-students and 14 Head Start 
classes to the control teacher-students. One male and one female 
were selected randomly from each of the experimental and control 
classes. On Form A, the pretest, the t-ratio did not approach sig- 
nificance. On Form B, the post-test, the t-ratio approached signif- 
icance at th© 10 percent level of confidence. Data showed that 
pupils who received special instruction gained during the pre- to 
post-testing periods and that most pupils in the control group either 
lost or remained at about the same level. The study recommended 
that a similar experiment be conducted for various time periods. It 
is recommended that teachers learn more about diagnosing pupils' in- 
structional levels and about strategies for appropriate treatments. 
This paper was presented at the American Educational Research Asso- 
ciation Conference (Chicago, February 6-10, 1968). (JM) 



ED 018 335 RE 001 172 

Development and Refinement of a Test of Critical Reading Ability 
of Elementary School Children. 

By- Ellinger, Bernice D. And Others 



219 




Ohio State TJniv., Columbus, School of Education 

Report Number 0SU-0P-67-102 Pub Date Feb 67 

EDRS Price MF-#0.25 HC-ftl.65 31P- 

Descriptors- ^Critical Reading, ^Elementary Grades, ^Reading Tests, 
#Test Construction, Achievement Tests, Diagnostic Tests, Reading 
Achievement, Reading Comprehension, Reading Skills. 

The Ohio State University developed a critical reading test 
as part of the 3-yoar USOE Project 2612 conducted to determine wheth- 
er critical reading could be taught to elementary school children. 
The test aims to measure the analytic and evaluative abilities of 
children in reacting critically to materials read. Critical read- 
ing skills were identified, listed, and validated by 14 reading 
experts across the country., Revised accordingly, the list was pre- 
sented in classrooms where additional critical reading ski. s were 
observed. Trial forms developed were given to a national sample. 
Item analysis of the results yielded items for the three final forms 
of the test. A different set of national samples was used for norm- 
ing the final forms which were again subjected to item analysis. 
Results are presented in several tables. Factorial analysis was 
still underway at the time of this report, so results are not re- 
ported here. Sample items of the three forms are given. The test 
will be available for use as a diagnostic or achievement instrument 

by June, 1967. (NS) 
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A collection of 11 selected summaries of papers presented at 
the third annual conference of the Indiana State Council of the In- 
ternational Reading Association at Purdue University is presented. 
Topics vary: (l) the need to develop in children a love for books 

and reading, ( 2 ) how federal aid has encouraged the establishment 
of central school libraries, (3) the effectiveness of a preschool 
program in providing for the development of oral language, reading 



skills, social skills, and a desire to learn, (4) how a junior pri- 
mary step-up program prepares children for formal first-grade work, 
(5) a summer TV reading program, (6) the use of appropriate audio- 
visual materials adapted to the lesson and the learner. (7) suggest- 
ed games and/ motivational aids in teaching, .reading, (8) the use of 
the neurological approach in helping children with learning problems 
through a perceptual-motor program, (9) how to help students read 
science materials, and (10) the shortcomings of certification re- 
quirements and false ideas about professionalism. One article raises 
three questions educators should ask themselves when initiating a 
program, when grouping students, and when teaching speed reading. 

(NS) 
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A general description of activities and services for a reading 
program taught by means of the "talking typewriter" is presented. 

The talking typewriter is located in a soundproof booth. The stu- 
dent sits in front of a typewriter and responds, reacts, and inter- 
acts to directions voiced by a computerized, magnetized programed 
system. The criteria for selecting participants are referrals by 
teachers, guidance counselors, or principals. The student is process- 
ed by an administrative assistant, two school psychologists, and a 
social worker. The role of the psychological center is diagnostic 
and clinical, and its main objectives are to identify and modify 
psychological and educational traits, to improve verbal functioning, 
and to improve emotional and social stability. Plans for evalua- 
tion, time schedules, facilities, inservice education, health ser- 
vices, transportation services, clothing supply, and a proposal for 
a speech improvement program are included. (BK) 
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A total reading program which meets the needs of all children 
in grades k-12 should be based on sound philosophy and research. 
Children should be taught to read at a level at which they can func- 
tion successfully. To accomplish this, adequate materials and 
equipment must be provided to maintain individual records, and par- 
ents must be considered part of the reading team. Elementary teach- 
ers should have a minimum of 6 semester hours in accredited reading 
courses. Secondary teachers responsible for reading should have at 
least one reading course. In addition, reading specialists and con- 
sultants should be available for conducting inservice training pro- 
grams. The organizational pattern of the reading program should 
permit the staff to function effectively. Intermediate units and 
state departments of education should provide consulting services, 
psychological services, and direction to coordinate research. Ref- 
erences are included. (ES/BK) 
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This paper attempts to review the status of drugs in the area 
of learning disability. The pediatrician's training must include 
exposure to practical and theoretical problems of learning. Of 
interest to the pediatrician is the use of drugs which modify learn- 
ing responses. These drugs are classified as general stimulants, 
specific stimulants, antidepressants, tranquillizers, anticonvul- 
sants | and RNA stimulants. Caffeine is an example of a general 
stimulant. The use of amphetamine, a specific stimulant, is illus- 
trated by four case histories. The results of the administration 
of methlyphenidate, phenmetrazine, reserpine, and diphenylhydantoin 
are reported. In each of the broad categories, the medication is 
designed to correct an aberrant pattern of the central nervous sys- 
tem. References are included. This paper was presented at the 
Association for Children with Learning Disabilities Conference { Bos- 
ton, February 1968). (BK) 
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A progress report of the cooperative research project concern- 
ing the effects of value systems upon school learning among ghetto 
club members is presented. Street group members considered school 
learning irrelevant to prestige within the group. They were con- 
cerned with toughness, smartness, trouble, excitement, autonomy, 
and fate. Pull participation meant complete involvement with the 
values and activities of the group. The academic records of 75 
preadolescent and adolescent boys who were nonmembers of street 
groups indicated that some were below, some were within, and others 
were beyond grade level in accomplishment. Learning was taking 
place. Reading among 43 street group members showed a regular dis- 
tribution around a single mode, 3 years behind grade. There were 
many dropouts. Overall findings indicated that cultural conflict 
was responsible for reading failure. Suggestions for continuing 
study include the introduction of a cultural intermediary classroom 
to develop techniques for cross-cultural cooperation. (MG) 
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The hypothesis that children who are taught to hear and desig- 
nate separate sounds in spoken words will achieve greater success 
in learning to analyze printed words was tested. The subjects were 
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90 kindergarten children, predominately Mexican-Araericans and Negroea, 
Children were randomly assigned to one of three treatments, each 
of 3-weeks durations an autoins true tional program in beginning 
reading, an auto ins true tional auditory training program that used 
no visual stimuli, and noninstruction in reading and auditory dis- 
crimination. After the three experimental treatments, all the 
children received programed lessons in reading identical to those 
in the first treatment above. Achievement was measured by errors 
during instruction in reading, scores earned on a test of word 
analysis skills, and scores earned on an auditory discrimination 
test. It was found that the auditory treatment resulted in a lower 
reading error rate and more successful performances in both the 
task of word analysis and auditory discrimination. The exclusively 
auditory program followed by instruction in reading more effective- 
ly improved skills for analyzing printed words. Auditory training 
on selected phonemes helped learners associate graphemes and pho- 
nemes even when the phonemes were different from those in training. 
Auditory training was especially beneficial to boys and children 
of lower intelligence. References, appendixes, and examples of 
tests and lessons used are included. (MC) 
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A diagnostic kit designed to help classroom teachers diagnose 
reading difficulties more adequately and motivate pupils more ef- 
fectively is presented. Suggestions are applicable to lower primary 
children. Diagnostic techniques are outlined for subjective and 
objective observation of language ability, visual perception skills, 
auditory discrimination, and directional skill. Suggestions for 
formal and informal assessment of oral reading, word attack, per- 
sonality, and home background are included. Remedial techniques 
for dealing with persistent reading difficulties are presented in 
detail. High interest, low vocabulary books are listed with grade 
levels. A bibliography is provided. (MC) 
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A guide for planning specific instruction for developing in- 
dependent word attack presents the skills necessary for mastering 
sight vocabulary, word recognition, and the use of the dictionary. 
Specific definitions of terns and examples of teaching techniques 
with the sequence of instruction for the development of phonetic 
and structural analysis skills are presented. A quick reference 
sheet outlining basic reading skills indicates the grade level for 
introducing them. Detailed steps for phonetic analysis are charted 
as a guide for testing and teaching. 
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The newsletter collects and distributes professional articles, 
reports of outstanding programs, and information on materials and 
research in the field of educational endeavor in Granite School 
District, Utah. This issue is concerned with the instructional 
goals, program preparation, evaluation, and design of a demonstra- 
tion classroom to develop independent work skills. The relation- 
ship between teacher and pupil in developing self-controlled work 
skills is emphasized. Center-sponsored projects and a pilot study 
concerning the motivation of classroom behavior are described. 

The publication serves as a stimulus to inservice teacher training 
throughout the school district in Utah. (MC) 
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To provide educators with background knowledge of the differ- 
ent aspects of elementary reading instruction, the Los Angeles city 
schools present a compilation of selected references. The compila- 
tion includes references on significant research, successful prac- 
tices, and proposals in the following areas of reading instruction: 
reading readiness, approaches to reading instruction, supplementary 
reading, reading in the content areas, and reading disabilities. 

The inclusion of a reference does not imply endorsement of the tech- 
nique or thesis proposed. For the controversial areas of reading 
instruction, statements by the proponents are included, and, when- 
ever possible, evaluative statements on the advantages and limita- 
tions of certain proposals are provided. References are entered 
with complete bibliographic citations, a short annotation, and some 
excerpts which explain the main thesis. A list of additional ref- 
erences is included. (NS) 



361. ED 018 349 1 RE 001 186 

The Effect of Word Associations on the Recognition of Flashed Words. 
By- Samuels, S. Jay 

Pub Date Feb 68 

EDRS Price MF-$0.25 HC-&L.00 18P. 

Descriptors- ^College Students, ^Paired Associate Learning, ^Read- 
ing Research, ^Tachistoscopes, Reading Speed, Word Frequency, Word 
Recognition. 

The hypothesis that when associated pairs of words are pre- 
sented, speed of recognition will be faster than when nonassociated 
word pairs are presented or when a target word is presented by 
itself was tested. Twenty university students, initially screened 
for vision, were assigned randomly to rows of a 5 x 5 repeated- 
measures Latin square design. The experimental conditions were 
facilitation, interference, neutral, control 1, and control 2. 

The subjects recognized words under the five treatment conditions 
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in a counter-balanced design. The subjects ' speed of recognition 
was the average of the first and second correct report. Analysis 
of variance was used to analyze the data. There was no significant 
difference among the groups in speed of word recognition. No tar- 
get words were read faster. The treatment effect of word associa- 
tion on the speed of recognition was highly significant. A dis- 
cussion of factors which influence speed of reading when reading 
meaningful connected prose is presented. References and tables 
are included. This paper was presented at the American Educational 
Research Association Conference (Chicago, February 6-10, 1968). 

(BK) 
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Reading Skills, Grades Five and Six. 
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This bulletin was prepared for teachers as a convenient ref- 
erence to the word recognition skills relating to phonetic anal- 
ysis, structural analysis, comprehension, and vocabulary building 
for the reading program for grades 5 and 6. It may also serve as 
a checklist for the teaching of these skills. The sources of ref- 
erence are the teacher’s editions for the California basic readers 
which are the Allyn and Bacon and the Ginn series. The locally 
prepared instructional guide ’’Phonics and Other Word Perception 
Skills, K-6 " is referred to as well. The skills are arranged in 
outline form. The paged references indicate the placement of the 
skills in the teacher’s editions, the textbooks for the pupils, 
and the instructional guide ’’Phonics and Other Word Recognition 
Skills.” (Author) 
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A project involving storing and searching reading research 
by computer was conducted (l) to identify, collect, and organize 
a basic corpus of research documents from the published research 
literature on reading, (2) to produce a Master File magnetic tape 
consisting of citations and annotations for computer storage and 
manipulation, (3) to describe the information network and flow 
of research literature in reading and to identify characteristics 
of the documents comprising the Master File, and (4) to explore the 
feasibility of using the Master File as part of the data base in 
an information retrieval system. In addition, possible relationships 
between the project and the Educational Resources Information Cen- 
ter (ERIC) and the ERIC/ CRIER Clearinghouse on Reading were ex- 
plored. The 5,3^0 citations in the Gray summaries on reading re- 
search were put on a magnetic tape Master File and were used as 
the data base from which to define the characteristics of the commu- - 
nication network in reading. One of the trends identified was the 
increasing importance of the International Reading Association in 
the generation of research literature on reading. An analysis of 
the data indicated a gradual increase in information on reading 
research over the past four decades, with much more rapid growth 
since the late 1950’s. There are now four times as many journals 
reporting seven times as many articles on reading research as there 
were during the earlier years of the Gray summaries. The findings 
of this project, when used in conjunction with the ERIC system, 
appear to provide a working base for the establishment of an effec- 
tive specialized information center for reading. References and 
tables are included. (Author/BL) 
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The effect of frequently used oral language patterns in writ- 
ten material on the reading comprehension of fourth graders was 
examined. Ruddell’s frequency patterns were used. Two passages 
were constructed— the first with 4 high frequency patterns (passage 
A) and the second with 4 low frequency patterns (passage B). Fac- 
tors within the passages that were controlled were length, reada- 
bility, content, and style. Two taxonomies were used to guide the 




writing of comprehension questions. The 14 questions tested liter- 
al comprehension, inferential comprehension, evaluation, and appre- 
ciation. Fifty-three fourth graders at two intelligence levels 
were grouped by sex and randomly assigned a passage. Analysis of 
variance was used to analyze the data. Passage A was comprehended 
better than passage B. The difference in comprehension scores be- 
tween the intelligence levels was significant at the .05 level. 
There was no sex difference in comprehension scores. Conclusions, 
references, and three appendixes are included. This paper was pre- 
sented at the American Educational Research Association Conference 
(Chicago, February 6-10, 1968). (BK) 
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An outline to be used as the basis for reading instruction 
in the primary grades in Kirksville, Missouri, is presented. The 
result of an inservice workshop, the outline is developed under 
five major headings: (l) aims and objectives, (2) the nature of 

reading according to the indexes used by linguists and semanticists, 

(3) reading readiness — the basic prereading abilities and progress, 

(4) initial reading instruction, and (5) rapid progress in reading 
development, including fundamental skills, recreational reading, 
and judgment of depth and quality. Suggestions for motivating and 
sharing recreational reading are listed. (MC) 
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This study was conducted to investigate the effects of varia- 
tions in the speed and direction of a flying object on visuo-per- 
ceptual judgments made, differences in the ability of skilled and 
unskilled subjects in making such judgments, and the effects of 
age or maturity level on the speed and accuracy of such judgments. 
The subjects were 54 male junior high, high school, and college 
students classified as skilled or unskilled depending on experience 
in ball competitions, performance on a velocity test, visual acuity, 
and depth perception capacity. They were asked to judge visually 
the flight of a moving object by choosing an "optimum point for in- 
terception" and quickly moving to the selected spot. Five varia- 
bles were considered: (l) speed of projection, (2) vertical direc- 

tion of projection, (3) horizontal direction of projection, U) 
skill level, and (5) age or maturity level. Measures included a 
reaction time measure, a movement time index, and three measures 
of spatial accuracy of visuo-perceptual judgment. Results showed 
that the speed and accuracy with which the flight of a moving ob- 
ject was judged depended on speed, the horizontal direction, and 
the vertical direction in which the object was moving at the time 
of judgment. Highly skilled subjects were superior to unskilled 
ones in making visuo-perceptual judgments. Age had little or no 
effect. Tables and charts are included. (Author/NS) 
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Developmental skills important to reading readiness are pre- 
sented with suggestions to help teachers offer experiences for each 
child on the basis of his level of successful performance. Sugges- 
tions for teacher observation and evaluation of the child's level 
of visual, motor, speech, and language skills and plans and sugges- 
tions for developmental experiences and activities for strengthen- 
ing these skills necessary for successful reading accomplishment 
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are provided. A list of resource advisers in the southwest area 
is included. A bibliography is given. (MC) 
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At a technical session, sixty-one participants from the fields 
of education, industry, government, and agencies of the blind dis- 
cussed recent developments in the production and use of reading 
machines which permit blind persons greater independence in read- 
ing the printed page. They also explored problems inherent in these 
efforts and proposed solutions. The blind can obtain information 
from the printed page through such devices as high-powered lenses, 
braille, recordings, and sighted readers. Other developments dis- 
cussed at this session were the optical probe, the optophone, com- 
puter-reproduced braille, spelled-speech, recognition machines, 
and the use of the services of the telephone network. These de- 
vices enable the blind to type and read their own typing, to iden- 
tify currency, to read correspondence, to identify labels on pack- 
aged and canned goods, and to perform other tasks which require 
reading. A list of references on reading machines and the blind 
is provided. This is a summary of the Sixth Technical Session on 
Reading Machines for the Blind held by the Veterans Administration 
(Washington, January 27-28, 1966). (NS) 
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On the basis of selected research findings, a distinction be- 
tween recreational and individualized reading and a plan for imple- 
menting an individualized reading program are discussed. Plans 
for flexible groupings and their combinations, sharing activities, 
record keeping, evaluating progress, and initiating a program are 
presented. Regular conferences to discuss the needs, interests, 
and skills of the child are described. Techniques for skill build- 
ing using small groups or an individual approach ai*e outlined, and 
a summary of principles underlying an individualized reading pro- 
gram is included. References are listed. 
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The role of educational technology in language communication 
for primary school students is discussed. It is known that communi 
cation skills develop in sequence, that there is a gap between a 
6-year-old's listening and reading skills, and that reading is a 
multisensory skill. In addition, there are striking similarities 
in mastering oral language and beginning reading, and there must 
be one-at-a-time audiolingual performances. In one research ex- 
periment, audiolingual performance was dealt with by tape recorders 
headphones, and cartridge tapes. By this method, attention span 
increased, intensive concentration increased, and the technical 
readiness of the children often surpassed that of their teachers. 

A pilot project on audiolingual technology and beginning reading 
was begun in the Virgin Islands. Teachers and students benefit 
from such a program. This paper was based on an illustrated lec- 
ture at the Seattle International Reading Association Conference 
and is a reprint from "TESOL Quarterly," March 1968. (BK) 
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A pilot study of Project Read, an experimental approach to 
the teaching of reading, is reported. The pilot study includes 
students of all ability levels in the fourth, fifth, and sixth grades. 
Grouping was based upon the age, sex, mental ability, and the read- 
ing level of each child. Teaching machines, specially designed 
materials, and inservice reading workshops are used. Demonstrations 
of laboratory and classroom experiences are held for parents and 
professional visitors. The project personnel, planning sessions, 
and some visitations to the project are described. Some evaluations 
are presented, and several news releases are reproduced. (MC) 
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Classroom procedures for developing word study skills in both 
group and individual situations are presented. Procedures for 
primary grades are classified under three major levels: the whole 

word, the semi-analytical, and the intensive analysis approach. 

Ten procedures are presented, and games and activities for accom- 
plishing word study skills are described. 
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Rhetorical and analytical approaches' for establishing a com- 
prehensive individualized reading program are presented. The 
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assumption that if the experiences are pleasurable, the child will 
continue to read is basic to the total approach. The structure 
of the program and procedures for determining the child’s recrea- 
tional, instructional, and frustration reading levels are described. 
Directives are given for pupil orientation and for teacher guidance 
of the individualized approach. Plans provide for reading materials, 
skill-building exercises, small group instruction, and conferences 
for the evaluation of pupil progress. Samples of records, skill- 
building exercises, and directions for implementing them are included. 
(MC) 
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Some procedures for the organization of an individualized read- 
ing program at the third-grade level are outlined. Plans for pre- 
liminary testing, for establishing the reading environment, for 
assisting in the choice of teaching materials, and for recording 
pupil performance are presented. Some of the activities suggested 
to follow reading a book include book reports, choral speaking, 
dramatization, creative writing, experiments, research, and crafts, 
Grouping for skill development, sharing experiences, and evaluation 
of progress is outlined. Samples of book report forms, charts, 
and a list of practice skills are included. 
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The evaluation of a project in reading instruction in a teacher 
training program is reported. The project was an extensive effort 
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to upgrade the teaching of reading skills at the elementary, junior, 
and senior high school levels. Teachers were oriented to new ma- 
terials and new approaches for teaching basic reading skills. The 
use of selected materials reflected major methods of teaching pho- 
nics, linguistic techniques, basal readers, language experience, 
and individualized reading. A detailed outline for all phases of 
the program is included. Plans and suggestions for the continued 
operation of the project are provided. (MC) 
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Research in which behavior theory was applied to teaching 
reading, writing, and arithmetic to retarded children is reported. 
Twenty-seven educably retarded children participated in the core 
group. The mean mental age was 11 years and the mean IQ was 63. 

In an experimental environment of approval, encouragement, and token 
reinforcement, a motivational system for each child gradually emerged 
to promote cooperation, effective study, and independence. Program- 
ed materials and procedures for reading, writing, and arithmetic 
were designed to reward correct responses with candy, toys, and 
outings. Continuing reevaluation and revision of teaching mater- 
ials, the varying and shifting of schedules of reinforcement, and 
the size of work units derived from actual child performance played 
a central role in tasks involving serial learning. The programs 
are being revised, refined, and extended through continuing re- 
search. (mc) 
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Two sets of multisensory devices were used to determine whether 
their individualized use would help retarded readers develop a 
basic sight vocabulary. Students who had spent 9 or 10 years in 
school and who were reading at the second-reader instructional level 
were given the Daniels Word Recognition List, Forms A and B, as 
pretests and post-tests. New words were learned through the "Lan- 
guage Master" which allows each student to see the word, hear it, 
and say it. After mastering the words, the child checked his skill 
through the "Flash X" which flashes a word one-thirtieth of a sec- 
ond. Tests on words most frequently used in reading and writing 
English were given periodically. Since nine out of 10 students test- 
ed gained 1 year in basic sight word recognition, it seemed that the 
individualized use of the multisensory devices helped develop a basic 
sight vocabulary. It is recommended that a definite schedule for 
practice and checking be arranged for the students, that teachers 
be given more time through better structuring, and that more scien- 
tifically controlled research be made. (NS) 
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The results of a study of the time allocated to various as- 
pects of language arts by 48 teachers of 1,600 first-grade disad- 
vantaged urban children in New York City are reported. Twelve 
classes each were assigned to one of four methods used in the CRAFT 
Project (Comparing Reading Approaches to First-Grade Teaching with 
educationally disadvantaged children): (l) basal reader, (2) basal 

reader with phonovisual techniques, (3) language-experience, and 
(4) language-experience with audiovisual supplementation. Teacher 
logs were completed by the teachers daily for November and Decem- 
ber 1964 and for 5 consecutive days of each subsequent month to 
May 1965» Data collected showed that the teachers emphasized ap- 
propriate activities for five reading activities and 10 supportive 
language arts activities, but they differed significantly in the 
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time spent for six of these activities. The significant differ- 
ences were in the direction consistent with the assigned methods 
of instruction. Examples of the teacher logs used are appended. 
This paper was presented at the American Educational Research Asso- 
ciation Conference (Chicago, February 19, 1966). ( NS) 
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Practices related to the education, training, and careers of 
reading remediation specialists in New York City are reviewed. 

New York City was studied because its program of remediation is 
expanding to meet the needs of large numbers of disadvantaged chil- 
dren, many of whom are severely retarded in reading. The study 
indicated that New York City required no advanced education degrees 
in this field and does not offer additional salary for advanced 
preparation. Special positions such as corrective reading teach- 
ers, reading improvement teachers, district consultants, and read- 
ing counselors are filled with classroom teachers who are untrained 
as specialists. Local universities offer higher degrees for read- 
ing specialists, but, because of salary differentials offered else- 
where, trained personnel seek employment elsewhere. Tables and 
references are included. This paper was presented at the Tenth 
Annual Congress of the Inter-American Society of Psychology (Lima, 
Peru, April 2-6, 1966). (MC) 
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A continuation of a study of pupils’ ability to formulate and 
state a literal main idea in the reading of short, specially constructed 
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paragraphs is reported. One of the major tasks was to develop a 
descriptive profile of the main idea responses for a group of 400 
second- and fifth-grade pupils. A 12-point scale was used for the 
numerical ordering of responses of three paragraphs at the first- 
grade readability level. Responses required a synthesis of both 
subject and predicate in one sentence and were coded and categor- 
ized by three judges. Data from both grades were examined separate- 
ly to make informal comparisons. Inter judge reliability coeffi- 
cients were very high for paragraphs combined and separate. Low 
inter paragraph correlations indicated the paragraphs were not inter- 
changeable. Second graders tended to reply in title-like responses, 
indicating an inability to cope with complete statements. Since 
the majority of fifth graders were able to respond adequately, there 
is a need for work with more complex tasks at this level. Further 
experimentation is planned. References are listed. This paper 
was presented at the International Reading Association Conference 
(Boston, April 24-27, 1968). (MC) 
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The development of the basal reader from its beginnings in 
the late 1700’s to its status in the graded schools of today is 
surveyed. The McGuffey Readers are cited as the first carefully 
graded series of one reader for each grade in the elementary school. 
Since then, changes in content, typography, in quantity and quality 
of illustrations, binding, and in supplemental materials have been 
radical. The scientific study of reading and the measurement of 
reading ability have given rise to the importance of silent read- 
ing, the teacher’s manual, and supplementary seatwork materials. 
Presently, the most telling criticisms of basal systems concern 
the lack of incorporation of research findings in their methodol- 
ogy. Fifteen conclusions are presented as important influences 
which may shape the primary level basic reader program of the future. 
Questions are posed concerning the influence of high speed technol- 
ogy, computer-assisted instruction, and television upon the adoption 
of new ideas into basal readers. References are listed. 
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Teacher Education through Applied Methods (TEAM), an experi- 
mental program for the integration of elementary methods courses, 
is discussed. Specialists who may form a teaching team are often 
from the areas of language arts, mathematics, science, social stud- 
ies, and instructional media. The purposes for developing a team 
approach are to reduce the overlap of methods courses content, to 
develop a favorable attitude toward innovation and change, to pro- 
vide practical applications of theory, to give experience in the 
analytical study of the teaching-learning process, to increase co- 
operation between the teacher education institution and the local 
school system, and to foster interaction toward teacher education 
among the team members. The program includes the use of simulated 
materials, major topics, and methods courses. The correlation among 
the content areas is described. Flexibility in scheduling and 
closer student-faculty relationships are considered inherent in the 
program. This paper was presented at the International Reading As- 
sociation Conference (Boston, April 24-27, 1968). (BK) 
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The coordinated efforts of a team of educators from the School 
of Education, Indiana University, and personnel at four schools in 
the Bloomington Metropolitan System to provide teacher aide exper- 
iences for elementary education majors as an introduction to the 
teaching program through classroom observations, work with individ- 
ual pupils, small-group instruction, and whole-class instruction 
are reported. The teaching strategies and principles presented 
in four methods courses were demonstrated, applied, and evaluated 
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in actual elementary classroom situations. The students met with 
the professors three times a week and spent 2 full mornings in the 
elementary classrooms under the guidance of the cooperating teach- 
ers. After 8 weeks, assignments were shifted to provide students 
with experiences at the primary and intermediate levels. The pro- 
gram allowed the students to see the limitations of their preser- 
vice preparation and enriched their knowledge of teaching strategies 
and the materials of instruction. Three major defects of the pro- 
gram were recognized: (l) the reduction of student time to prepare 

for course-work assignments, (2) the discrepancy between classroom 
practices and principles presented in the methods courses, and (3) 
situations for which the students were unprepared. Steps to check 
these weaknesses are being considered. This paper was presented 
at the International Reading Association Conference (Boston, April 
24-27, 1968). (NS) 
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The certification requirements for reading personnel at the 
state level for 50 states, the District of Columbia, and Puerto 
Rico were studied. Questionnaires were mailed to the state edu- 
cation certification officers. Twenty-five of the 52 agencies 
polled required certification for reading specialists. Most states 
did not require special training for persons who taught or super- 
vised reading classes or programs. The state agencies identified 
themselves and teacher-training institutions as the groups who ini- 
tiated the certification program. Nine state agencies certified 
a reading specialist, eight a special teacher of reading, eight a 
clinician, seven a supervisor, and four a reading consultant. 

Eight reading certification credentials appeared to meet the Inter- 
national Reading Association’s standards. Of the 27 states that 
did not have certification requirements, 15 are in various stages 
of developing a program. Questions and recommendations are included. 
This paper was presented at the International Reading Association 
Conference (Boston, April 24-27, 1968). (BK) 
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The study was designed to determine whether scores from a cloze 
test would differ significantly from scores on selected standard- 
ized silent and oral reading tests. Pupils in grades 1 through 6 
in an elementary school in the midwest (N-178) served as subjects. 
The mean intelligence quotient for the total group was 101.7. The 
variables considered were sex, reading achievement, ability level, 
and grade level. The Gates Reading Tests, the Gilmore Oral Reading 
Test, the Gray Oral Reading Test, and a cloze test were administer- 
ed during a 6-week period. Mean differences among the four instru- 
ments were significant for grades 1 through 4> between sexes, low 
ability students, and able and less able readers. There were no 
significant differences among the mean scores on the instruments 
at the fifth- and sixth-grade levels, for high ability students, 
or for outstanding readers. Mean scores on the cloze test did not 
differ from the Gilmore Test at any level or for any subgroup. 

Mean scores on the cloze test did not differ significantly from 
those on the Gates Reading Tests except in grades 1 and 2. Mean 
scores on the cloze test differed significantly from those on the 
Gray Oral Reading Test for the total sample, grade 1, grade 3, 
girls, able readers, and less able readers. Inspection of rank or- 
der of the means for the total sample and for all subgroups reveal- 
ed a generally consistent pattern. Conclusions and references are 
included. This paper was presented at the International Reading 
Association Conference (Boston, April 24-27, 1968). (BK) 
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Some vowel digraph generalizations presently taught were in- 
vestigated to determine the overall utility of the generalizations 
when applied to a list of representative words met by children in 
reading instruction in grades 1 through 6, to determine the utility 
of all possible subgroups of adjacent vowels, and to evolve new 
digraph generalizations applicable to large numbers of words. An 
overall utility of 33 percent was found when the original vowel 
digraph generalization was applied to a list of 506 words contain- 
ing adjacent vowels. Four subgroups had a percentage of utility 
above 50 percent: "ai," n ea," "ee," and "oa." Two generalizations 

which were formulated and investigated yielded 72 and 92 percent 
of utility. The study concluded that children in grades 1 through 
6 should improve in word analysis if they understand that when two 
vowels are together in a word, only one vowel sound is usually 
heard. More specific phonic generalizations should prove useful 
to the children who should know that vowel digraphs are usually 
affected by the consonants that follow. Care should be taken to 
assist children to develop flexibility in the use of all phonic 
generalizations. Tables and references are included. This paper 
was presented at the International Reading Association Conference 
(Boston, April 24-27, 1968). (JM) 
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Building effective comprehension skills is discussed. Fac- 
tors related to comprehension are physical health, mental develop- 
ment, experiential background, word recognition, and the purposes 
of the reader. Comprehension skills can be grouped into these areas: 
reading for details, reading for main ideas, reading to differen- 
tiate between fact and opinion, reading to follow directions, read- 
ing maps, charts, and graphs, reading to predict outcomes, reading 
to follow the writer's plan and intent, and reading to summarize 
and organize. Principles for the effective teaching of comprehen- 
sion skills and evaluation techniques are presented. This paper 
was presented at the International Reading Association Conference 
(Boston, April 24-27, 1968). (BK) 
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The extent of the relationship of the Botel Reading Inventory, 
Forms A and B, and selected standardized tests to the instructional 
reading level of pupils iu grades 1 to 6 were investigated to pro- 
vide evidence concerning the validity of the tests. The cooperative 
checkout was employed as a criterion. Teacher observation and pupil 
oral reading fluency were also used as validity checks. Correct 
grade placement was based upon ease of reading at, below, or above 
grade level. . All reading test scores were correlated with the cri- 
terion, the instructional level of the pupils, and the Botel Inven- 
tory was correlated with the standardized tests to provide informa- 
tion on the congruent validity of the inventory. Results indicated 
that, except for third grade, the Botel Reading Inventory might be 
superior to the standardized silent reading tests used in this study 
in placing pupils at their correct instructional levels. It was 
found that while the standardized tests overplaced more pupils than 
did the Botel Reading Inventory, many pupils were either correctly 
placed or underplaced by the standardized silent reading tests rath- 
er than overplaced. It was noted that some able pupils were limited 
to grade level on basal reading material or, at most, to one grade 
level beyond grade placement, despite the fact that their perform- 
ance in oral reading and comprehension was almost perfect. Refer- 
ences and tables are provided. This paper was presented at the In- 
ternational Reading Association Conference (Boston, April 24-27, 
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Factors pertaining to informal reading tests were analyzed. 
Subjects were 100 eighth graders in a junior high school. The median 
nonverbal intelligence test score for the group was 116.37. Three 
informal reading tests were administered: the Informal Reading 

Inventory, the Experimental Reading Inventory, and the Bo tel Read- 
ing Inventory. The graded texts were read silently and orally , and 
comprehension was checked after each reading. Criteria were used 
for scoring as prescribed by Kilgallon and Cooper. Analysis of 
variance, correlation, and z ratios were used to analyze the data. 
Results indicated that the differences among the mean instructional 
levels of the three tests were significant except between the In- 
formal Inventory and the Experimental Inventory. Correlations among 
the instructional levels of the three tests were all positive and 
high. When the Experimental Inventory was scored by both the JCil- 
gallon and Cooper criteria, the difference obtained was significant. 
There was a significant difference between silent and oral reading 
comprehension. Reading performance was adequate despite vocalizing 
for good readers and poor readers. Additional results, conclusions, 
and references are presented. This paper was presented at the In- 
ternational Reading Association Conference (Boston, April 24“27, 
1968). (BK) 
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The contributions of the “First Grade Reading Studies 11 funded 
by the United States Office of Education are discussed. The studies 
contributed in the areas of subjective benefits, generalizations 
about school and classroom procedures, and the objective collec- 
tion of data. Of the subjective benefits, the establishment of a 
precedent was most important. The establishment of a coordinating 
center was another first. The effect of using various methods and 
materials for the motivation of teachers was beneficial. Involve- 
ment in the cooperative research also enhanced teacher understanding 
of appraisal techniques. The findings were divided between those 
which affirmed concepts held and those which supported concepts not 
generally endorsed in the profession. The first-grade studies 
shifted the emphasis of research from artificial controversies to 
more meaningful factors. This paper was presented at a joint meet- 
ing of the International Reading Association and the National Con- 
ference on Research in English (Boston, April 25 > 1968). (BK) 
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The interrelationships between listening and reading are dis- 
cussed. Some common elements between the two skills are vocabulary, 
sentence patterns, organization of ideas, and adjustment to the 
function of language. Listening comprehension is positively related 
to reading comprehension. Reading and listening involve the same 
mental processes— stimuli and preception. Differences between the 
two center around the rate of presentation and the number of times 
the information is available. It has been found that a listening 
test is as effective a predictor of success in reading as a stan- 
dardized reading test. Classroom listening or reading instruction 
should involve the goals established for the learner, the practice 
necessary to achieve that goal, and an evaluation of progress. 

This paper was presented at the International Reading Association 
Conference (Boston, April 24-27, 196 8). (BK) 
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The major goals of reading and literature were clarified to 
emphasize the role of literature as a vehicle for enjoyment rather 
than for the development of reading-study skills. The major goal 
of reading instruction is the development of proficiency in tasks 
requiring reading. This goal includes the development of basic 
vocabulary and comprehension skills, the rate of reading, reading 
habits, study skills, study techniques, and desirable attitudes. 

The reading teacher’s main concern, however, should be the develop- 
ment of basic vocabulary and comprehension skills for the reluctant 
readers and providing for intensive practice of study techniques 
and rate improvement for motivated readers. The motivation and 
extension of study skills and techniques for all students should 



be the concern of the content fields. The development of desirable 
attitudes should be fostered in a literature program made possible 
by the wise selection of books to be read incommon and the use of 
incommon reading to teach students how to read to enjoy various 
types of literature. This paper was presented at the International 
Reading Association Conference (Boston, April 24-27, 1968). (NS) 
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Teachers and reading specialists almost universally accept 
phonics content in reading programs. There are, however, disagree- 
ments about phonics which involve questions such as how phonics 
should be presented, what content should be included, and when it 
should be emphasized. This study raises some basic issues and pro- 
vides guidelines for action. The analytic and synthetic approaches 
have been used during recent decades. However, teacher judgment 
and knowledge of what is best must still be relied on. The study 
concluded that phonics has an extremely important role to play in 
the teaching of reading. Phonic analysis is best used in conjunc- 
tion with other word identification techniques to unlock words which 
are known in their spoken form but unknown in their written form. 
Teachers rather than methods are the most important variable in 
the teaching process. Teachers should be aware of research relat- 
ing to methods and materials and should utilize their knowledge in 
adjusting procedures to individual needs in their classrooms. Ref- 
erences are included. This paper was presented at the Internation- 
al Reading Association Conference (Boston, April 24-27, 1968). (JM) 
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This report presents an evaluation of the 8-week NDEA, Insti- 
tute for Advanced Study in Reading at New Mexico State University, 
summer of 1967, by the 27 participants and the director of the 
institute. Reading specialists from across the nation served as 
consultants. Administrators, supervisors, and teachers of secon- 
dary school reading who had not taken more than one graduate course 
in the teaching of secondary reading participated in the institute 
and were concerned with the institute's objectives, administration 
and organization, and instruction and staff. The success of the 
institute is attributed to the sufficient time provided for pre- 
planning, the careful selection of consultants and participants, 
the use of a variety of activities and learning experiences, the 
availability of materials and equipment, and the flexibility of the 
daily schedule. Examples of the evaluation forms used and appen- 
dixes are included. (NS) 
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Specific study materials and a guide for teaching reading 
comprehension and literature are presented. The study materials 
provide for a wide range of ability and achievement and are applied 
to the titles regularly used in the ninth-grade literature program 
of the Ramapo Central School District in Spring Valley, New York. 
Excerpts from "The Thread That Runs So True," "Romeo and Juliet," 
"The Odyssey," and "Great Expectations" are found in the litera- 
ture anthology "Adventures in Reading. " Attention is given to 
reading for details, main idea placement, vocabulary, word and 
phrase meaning, relationships, cause and effect, sequence of events, 
predicting outcomes, reading for inference, identification of fore- 
shadowing, plot structure, tools of the poet, characterization, 
character analysis, and character development in the various exer- 
cises included. An answer key is provided, although the authors 
caution that there are few absolute answers for exercises designed 
to stimulate exploration and discussion. (KJ) 
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** * 

A language arts curriculum guide was developed by the reading 
school staff for the Model Developmental Reading School, a Title III 
ESEA project, sponsored by the Piedmont Association for 
School Studies and Services, Greensboro, North Carolina. Since 
reading should be taught in the course of developing a well-round- 
ed language arts program, this curriculum guide contains the essen- 
tial elements of a language arts program — listening, speaking, read- 
ing, and written expression. A brief resume of each area is given. 
However, since the main objective of the project is to improve 
reading instruction, reading is treated more extensively than the 
other areas. Activities and procedures for developing word recog- 
nition skills, comprehension skills, study skills, and rate of 
reading are presented. To provide for individual needs, a non- 
graded, developmental approach is used. The skills, understandings, 
and activities proceed from simple to complex rather than by grade 
levels. A bibliography of references is included. (NS) 
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This report on the development, implementation, and evaluation 
of an individualized reading program at Northampton Elementary School 
during the school year 1966 to 1967, part of the Boston-Northampton 
Comprehensive Language Arts Program, a Title III ESEA project, pro- 
vides a guide for establishing an individualized reading program 
in the classroom. Built around the experiences of a second-grade 



teacher, the report describes how the teacher and the children 
were prepared for the program, how the program war> integrated with 
the totai reading program, and how desired goals were achieved. 
Evaluation was done through pupil book reports, pupil-teacher con- 
ferences, interest inventories, reading tests, and reading skills 
checklists. Each child's progress was recorded in his own read- 
« 00 * and the teacher's record for each child. At the end 
of the school year, it was concluded that all the desired goals 
were achieved since there was a general growth in comprehension 

* lu and posltlve attitudes toward books and reading. Samples 
of the evaluation forms used are shown in the appendix. (MS) 
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The theme of this paper is that every teacher is a teacher of 
reading wherever and whenever the skills are needed. Since the 
reading consultant is primarily concerned with remediation, the 
need for implementing reading skills in subject matter courses is 
* ^ ands of the teachers in each of these areas. The teaching 
of the fundamental .understandings, the language, and the technical 
vocabularies peculiar to each content subject are discussed. The 
identification of specific skills and the determination of proce- 
dures and techniques necessary for teaching those skills is empha- 
sized. Fusing the teaching content with reading is important. 

*or example, ^ those reading-study skills common to all content fields 
require a different and peculiar use in separate subject-matter 
are ??*j These diff erences as they apply to content areas are de- 
scr ed, and procedures are suggested for various purposes and types 
or material. References are included. This paper was presented 
a iSfli eg0 ^\ ding Association Conference (Knoxville, Tenn., 
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The identification and rectification of personal reading needs 
through individualized reading procedures are discussed. The shift 
of corrective reading from group to individual needs is urged. Re- 
mediation should begin with topics agreeable and enjoyable to the 
learner. Through pupil conferences using this type of material, 
remediation and skill growth can be directed and motivated toward 
personal satisfaction. Continual diagnosis of needs is dependent 
on detailed anecdotal records concerning pupil interests, free read- 
ing, and a skill building profile. Sharing the findings with each 
child, his parents, and other professional staff members is recom- 
mended as a possible aid to healthy improvement of skills and sympa- 
thetic understanding of disabilities. References are listed. This 
paper was presented at the International Reading Association Con- 
ference (Boston, April 24-27, 1968). (MC) 
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A study was conducted to determine the relationship of reading 
method and composition and to discover a way to evaluate first-grade 
composition. Participants were 779 low income, first-grade chil- 
dren from six cities. There were no significant differences between 
the experimental and control groups in social background, matura- 
tion, intelligence, and the quality and experience of their teach- 
ers. The only known variable between the two groups was the method 
of teaching. The results for word and paragraph meaning on a stan- 
dard test indicated a significant difference in favor of the experi- 
mental phonics group. The anticipated high correlation between 
reading method and written composition was confirmed. The children 
in the low income areas could write comprehensible compositions of 
several sentences. It was concluded that writing was a feasible 
exercise in the first grade and was perhaps a desirable instruction- 
al tool for the first grade. The instrument developed to evaluate 
the compositions was efficient and reliable. Followup suggestions 
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and suggestions for further research are provided. References are 
listed. This paper was presented at the International Reading Asso- 
ciation Conference (Boston, April 24-27, 1968). (MC) 
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The Illinois Test of Psycholinguistic Abilities, a test design- 
ed for children aged 3-9, is of value to the kindergarten or first- 
grade teacher in diagnosing for the purpose of remediation, espe- 
cially in communities where disadvantaged areas exist. From its 
use, the teacher can determine background inadequacies, differences 
between the level of a child’s ideas and his ability to express 
them, deviations in auditory and visual abilities, degrees of self- 
confidence in language usage, differences in hearing and speaking 
vocabularies, and articulation problems. Test results allow the 
teacher to create programs that develop reading readiness on the 
basis of Individual needs. This paper was presented at the Inter- 
national Reading Association Conference (Boston, April 24-27, 1968). 
(BS) 
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Tests should be carefully examined if teaching objectives are 
to match test objectives. Teachers should become more proficient 
in the broader aspects of evaluating reading performance and should 
employ a wider variety of evaluation techniques. The use of standardized 
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reading tests as indicators of instructional reading level should 
be abandoned. Publishers should be forced by test users to dis- 
cover that it is unprofitable to publish a test that does not meet 
the American Psychological Association’s minimum standards. Sub- 
test scores of standardized reading tests should be interpreted 
with considerable caution. Eight references are given. This paper 
was presented at the International Reading Association Conference 
(Boston, April 24-27, 1968). (Author/RJ) 
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The theory of developmental dyslexia is contrasted with the 
theory of developmental immaturity to explain extreme reading re- 
tardation. Dyslexia is defined as an organically based reading 
disability which is determined indirectly since no anatomic lesion, 
chromosome, or gene has yet been found responsible. Dyslexia is 
usually deduced from (l) genetic findings (frequency of occurrence 
within families, greater incidence among boys), (2) by a process 
of eliminating other possible causes, (3) by the identification 
of soft neurological signs, and ( 4 ) by the effectiveness of special 
methods of instruction. The theory of developmental immaturity is 
based on four interrelated aspects of individual differences: nor- 

mality, variability, covariability, and velocity. In this view, 
reading retardation is explained as an accumulation of specific 
deficits in trait performance. The absence of a comprehensive, 
individualized instructional program is considered basic in account- 
ing for reading retardation. It is noted that sufficient evidence 
is not available to enable us to accept or reject either theory. 
Fifteen references are included. This paper was presented at the 
International Reading Association Conference (Boston, April 24-27, 
1968). (RJ) 
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De scriptors- *Cloze Procedure, ^Information Processing, ^Readabili- 
ty, ^Reading Comprehension, ^Reading Material Selection, Indepen- 
dent Study, Informal Reading Inventory, Information Theory, Reading 
Assignments, Reading Level, Reading Tests, Redundancy. 

The first of a series of studies designed to investigate the 
suitability of instructional materials with regard to levels of 
difficulty is reported. The study attempted to determine whether 
some range of difficulty maximized the amount of information stu- 
dents gain as a consequence of reading instructional materials. 

In order to form 129 pairs according to reading ability, students 
ranging from grade 3 through graduate level were given a cloze test. 
One member of each pair was given a cloze readability test over a 
passage to determine the difficulty of the passage for that pair. 

The other member of the pair determined how much information that 
pair gained by reading the passage. He first guessed the answers 
to a multiple choice test and then read the passage and took the 
same test again. Information gain was determined by subtracting 
the score of his first test from the score of the second. It ap- 
peared from the data obtained that it may be possible to establish 
fairly definite standards of what is a suitable passage for use by 
a child. It was found that scores on cloze tests do not depend 
solely on a subject’s prior knowledge of the content of a passage. 
Eight references are given. This paper was presented at the In- 
ternational Reading Association Conference (Boston, April 24-27, 
1968). (KJ) 
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School entrance variables affect later student performance. 
This statement was studied by analyzing the effects of chronologi- 
cal age and readiness level at school entrance and sex and racial 
difference (white and Negro) on the fourth-grade achievement and 
personality adjustment of 1,110 pupils of 39 schools located in 
culturally deprived areas of metropolitan Nashville, Tennessee. 
Results of tests administered in grade 4 showed that first-grade 
readiness was the most important factor affecting later student 
achievement. This suggests that a community-wide preschool devel- 
opment testing program to raise the readiness level of students 



253 



o 




should be carried out. This paper was presented at the Interna- 
tional Reading Association Conference (Boston, April 24-27, 1968). 

A more complete report of this research was reported in a disser- 
tation (University of Tennessee, June 1967) which is available from 
University Microfilms. (BS) 
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The unique needs of the gifted elementary school child for 
reading instruction are described. Suggestions for the identifi- 
cation of gifted pupils include teacher observation criteria and 
standardized tests of intelligence, reading readiness, and achieve- 
ment. Identification should be based on a comparative analysis of 
all possible data. Guideline principles of instruction include 
(l) individualizing instruction to provide more guidance in ad- 
vanced critical and creative reading and more inductive instruction 
rather than deductive instruction, (2) giving flexibility in assign- 
ments to eliminate unnecessary readiness activities and repetition, 
and (3) encouraging pleasure in reading and building on diversified 
interests. Titles are suggested to help provide supplementary 
materials for the wide range of ability and interests. Materials 
are recommended for vocabulary development in studying word origins 
and the historical development of language. Methods for teaching 
critical evaluative skills and research study skills are suggested. 
Reading can be a stimulus for a variety of such followup activities 
as creative writing, dramatizations, and reports which are describ- 
ed. This paper was presented at the International Reading Associa- 
tion Conference (Boston, April 24-27, 1968). (CM) 
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The research results for seven areas of the speed reading con- 
troversy are reported. Terminology for the program is a problem 
area. Many people contend that speed reading is not reading in 
the traditional sense. Measurement is often limited or emphasizes 
reading rate only. Firms, especially those not closely connected 
with schools, sometimes make controversial claims for advertising. 
The ability to perceive words simultaneously is debatable. The 
degree of relationship between subvocalization and comprehension 
is questionable. The effectiveness of machine teaching vs. non- 
machine teaching is a major point of contention. Also, researc 
on reading rate is sometimes inadequate. As a result of research 
findings, the following are proposed: (l) the use of an eye exam, 

(2) the use of more formal pre- and post-testing procedures, and 

(3) increased cooperation by commercial firms, corporations, and 
college and university reading centers in providing information 
about their programs. A bibliography is given. . This paper was 
presented at the International Reading Association Conference (Bos- 
ton, April 24-27, 1968). (BS) 



408. ED 020 088 

Overview of the National Picture 
8y- Austin, Mary C. 

EDRS Price MF-$0.25 HC-$0.50 

Descriptors- ^Federal Aid, ^Reading Programs, * Remedial Reading, 
Corrective Reading, Developmental Reading, ESEA, Financial Support, 
Innovation, Inservice Education, Nonprofessional Personnel, Profes- 
sional Personnel, Reading Consultants, Remedial Reading Clinics, 
Title I Projects. 

Information about ESEA reading projects for the economically 
disadvantaged was obtained by structured telephone interviews and 
a supplemental written form from 632 school systems. Field visits 
were made to 34 selected systems. The majority of these programs 
was remedial in nature (53*4® percent). Combination programs (29*59 
percent) usually involved two or more projects associated with read- 
ing but often administered independently. Frequently, they contain- 
ed a remedial component so that at least two-thirds of the programs 
studied were remedial in part or entirely. Developmental (12.82 
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percent), enrichment (l.5S percent), inservice education (1.27 per- 
cent), and special projects (1.27 percent) made up the remaining 
categories. Information was also gathered on administration, monies 
spent, staffing, consultant services, and innovative aspects of 
the programs. Approximately three-quarters of the survey partici- 
pants said that obtaining qualified personnel and too many chil- 
dren needing help were critical problems. Priority must be given 
to two related steps: (l) the extension of public school programs 

to include 3-, 4-> 5-year-old children, and (2) improvements in 
reading instruction in the primary grades. This paper was present- 
ed at the International Reading Association Conference (Boston, 

April 24-27, 1968). (Rj) 
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Three groups of disadvantaged Mexican-American children were 
tested to determine changes in reading achievement between second 
and third grade. During the school year, an oral-aural English group 
of 102 children were given intensive English language instruction 
while an oral-aural Spanish group of 67 children were given inten- 
sive Spanish language instruction. A control group of 115 children 
did not receive intensive language instruction. In the spring and 
again in the fall the three groups were tested with (l) the Metro- 
politan Achievement Tests, (2) Tests of Reading, Inter-American 
Series, and (3) Prueba de Lectura, Serie Interamericana. Mean dif- 
ference scores were determined for each group. The oral-aural 
Spanish group showed significant gains on the vocabulary subtest 
and on total score on the test of reading. They showed a signifi- 
cant loss on the speed subtest of the Prueba de Lectura. The oral- 
aural English group showed no significant changes, while the control 
group showed many significant losses over the summer vacation per- 
iod. A comparison of the mean difference scores of the English and 
Spanish experimental groups showed significant differences favoring 
the Spanish group on the vocabulary subtests and on total score on 
the test of reading. Fourteen references are included. This paper 
was presented at the International Reading Association Conference 
(Boston, April 24-27, 1968). (RJ) 
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Creative reading is defined as reading for implied and inferred 
meanings, appreciative reactions, and critical evaluation. The act 
of critical reading goes beyond literal comprehension to demand 
that the reader produce fresh, original ideas not explicitly stated 
in the reading material. The reader becomes an active participant 
and adds to what the author has written. Opportunities for crea- 
tive reading skill development should be included in the reading 
program for every child at every level. Several situations at vari- 
ous primary grade levels which demonstrate classroom activities pro- 
moting creative reading are presented. Eleven suggestions for 
teaching creative reading are listed. Guidelines for teachers to 
use In developing a program of creative reading instruction are 
presented. Six references are made to children’s literature. This 
paper was presented at the International Reading Association Con- 
ference (Boston, April 24-27, 1968). (fCJ) 
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Two feasibility studies were conducted to obtain evidence of 
the value of instructing children with the talking book system. 
Subjects were two groups of children ranging in age from 5-0 to 6-2 
years. The children manipulated the equipment and directed the 
magnetic reader in order to learn to read six sight words and the 
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two-word sentences containing these words. Pretests and post-tests 
were administered to measure learning during a five-session training 
period. Results indicated that the system was effective for capable 
pupils, but was unsatisfactory for slower children. The need for 
revision of the simple paired-associate sequence and a different 
selection of words was evident. Examples of the tests and lessons 
used are included in the appendixes. References are listed. (MC) 
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Some directives for the development and use of audiovisual 
instruction as a means of building language arts experiences and 
concepts are presented. The aids which appeal to all senses, par- 
ticularly sight and sound, are defined in terms of their value and 
availability. The necessary pupil training routines are discussed 
in relation to the initiation of an intensive program of audiovis- 
ual instruction. Planned experiences in listening, observing, and 
speaking, with emphasis on reading skills, are noted as important 
factors in developing a language arts program. The experienced 
classroom teacher is considered the basic ingredient in successful 
audiovisual instruction and an integral part of the entire curric- 
ulum. A bibliography of materials and books is included. This 
project in Gedar Rapids, Iowa, was supported through Title III 
ESEA. (MG) 
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One hundred forty- two games and learning activities for teach- 
ing remedial reading skills are compiled in the areas of phonics, 
functional skills, structural elements, blending, comprehension, 
fluency and rate, and word recognition. Game procedures, materials 
needed, and directions for simple construction are) given. Readily 
available or simply made materials are emphasized. A 19-item biblio- 
graphy is included. This document is also available for $.80 as 
’’Curriculum Bulletin,” Volume 23, Number 275, February 1967 from 
the School of Education, University of Oregon, Eugene 97403. (CM) 
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A procedure to teach native Samoans how to teach reading is 
described. The story sequence idea was used for self-teaching. 

Class members collected Samoan legends and recorded village life 
in original books adapted to various reading levels. This produc- 
tion was divided into six steps: (l) analyzing existing textbooks, 

(2) writing the stories, (3) controlling the vocabulary, ( 4 ) illus- 
trating the story, (5) planning teacher manuals, and (6) planning 
activity books. Finally, the students as a group produced coor- 
dinated sets of materials based on individual story sequences. 

Not only did this project improve the oral and written English of 
the Samoan students, but it also made them more alert and knowledge- 
able of textbook material. This paper was presented at the Inter- 
national Reading Association Conference (Boston, April 24-27, 1968). 
(BS) 
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To test the assumption that the reading process is a natural 
emergence of language development, a hypothetical structure was 
devised to recapitulate the process that it is assumed the child 
goes through. Each of 25 printed word symbols was presented in 
the following order: (l) a photograph of the symbol in its natu- 

ral setting, (2) a drawing of the symbol in its natural setting, 

(3) a drawing of the symbol in its immediate setting, as stop on 
a stop sign, (4) the symbol printed in isolation, (5) the symbol 
printed in sentence context, and (6) the symbol printed in story 
context. The test was administered individually and orally to 82 
4-year-olds, 76 5-year-olds, and 71 6-year-olds. Seventeen of the 
229 subjects read all of the items, 109 read some, and 103 could 
not read any of the items. Older children read more items than 
younger children. Early readers had higher mean IQ scores than 
nonreaders and were largely from higher socioeconomic levels. This 
paper was presented at the International Reading Association Con- 
ference (Boston, April 24-27, 1968). (RJ) 
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Neurologically handicapped children of normal intelligence 
can be helped to improve their academic achievement through language 
therapy. A 2-year study suggested not only that this statement is 
true but also that significantly greater improvement comes in situ- 
ations where these students are permitted to remain in regular 
classrooms and to receive individual language therapy by trained 
clinicians during out-of-school hours. The therapeutic program 
taught the children to understand what they heard, to express their 
own thoughts orally, to read, and to write. The study showed that 
language difficulty for these children often resulted from inabil- 
ity to interpret oral statements or to reproduce their own ideas 
in accepted speech patterns. Also, reading confusion is frequently 
the result of picture placement in books, print type and spacing, 
pronoun usage, figurative language, expanded sentences, and punc- 
tuation. This paper was presented at the International Reading 
Association Conference (Boston, April 24-27, 1968). (BS) 
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A questionnaire survey investigated reading programs conduct- 
ed in the summer of 1967 in the capital cities of the United States 
to study the programs’ source of support, eligibility of students, 
teaching personnel, instruction, and evaluative techniques used. 
Data based on the responses of 30 superintendents showed that 86 
percent of the capital cities had a summer reading program in 1967. 
Two-thirds of these were supported by federal funds. The rest were 
financed either by community or state participation, private con- 
tributions, tuition, district or regular school funds, or a com- 
bination of these sources. Most of the programs were for multi- 
aged disadvantaged and retarded readers who either volunteered to 
attend or were referred by teachers and parents. Eligibility was 
based on the child’s socioeconomic and reading levels. The teach- 
ing personnel were mostly teachers and principals. Some programs 
employed a variety of personnel such as teacher aides, clerks, 
nurses, psychologists, librarians, sociologists, and parents. In- 
dividualized instruction, programed learning, and wide use of li- 
brary books were emphasized. In most of the programs, evaluation 
was done by the teachers and principals. This paper was presented 
at the International Reading Association Conference (Boston, April 
24-27, 1968). (NS) 
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Four approaches to beginning reading were evaluated in a 3- 
year study of elementary public school students in New Castle, 
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Pennsylvania. The four approaches used were (l) a basal reader 
program published by Scott, Foresman and Co. (1962), (2) a phonic 
program utilizing correlated filmstrips published by J. B. Lippin- 
cott Co. (1963), (3) a combination using Scott, Foresman’ s materi- 
als supplemented with phonic booklets (Phonics and Word Power) pub- 
lished by American Education Publications, Inc. (1964), and (4) 
a language arts approach using the Initial Teaching Alphabet (1963). 
After the pupils in this group made the transition to traditional 
orthography, the Treasury of Literature Series published by Charles 
E. Merrill (i960) was used. In addition, wide independent reading 
was encouraged in all four groups. The Stanford Achievement Test 
and the Gilmore Oral Reading Test were used as primary means of 
evaluation for the study. Results on these tests showed that in 
general the Lippincott and i/t/a-Lippincott program might be worthy 
of attention and future study. However, the results do not suggest 
that any of the four approaches was consistently better than the 
others. This paper was presented at the International Reading As- 
sociation Conference (Boston, April 24-27, 1968). (BS) 
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The second cumulative edition of the Educational Resources 
Information Center/ Clearinghouse on the Retrieval of Information 
and Evaluation in Reading (ERIC/CRIER) informational publications 
includes three newsletters and three information briefs. The news- 
letters present discussions of the ERIC/CRIER document processing 
for research in education, the development of a multidimensional 
classification matrix for organizing and searching reading litera- 
ture, and the ERIC/CRIER project on instructional materials informa- 
tion analysis. The information briefs present listings of reports 
on current reading research cataloged in the May, June, and July 
1967 issues of Research in Education, publications on projects re- 
lating to reading sponsored by Projects to Advance Creativity in 
Education (PACE), and research on reading sponsored by the United 
States Office of Education, copies of ERIC/CRIER Informational Pub- 
lications, Cumulative Edition, and the documents listed are avail- 
able from the ERIC Document Reproduction Service in microfiche or 
hard copy reproductions. ERIC/CRIER is a joint project of the In- 
ternational Reading Association and Indiana University in coopera- 
tion with the United States Office of Education. (NS) 
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for the Entire Four— Year— Old Population of a City (An Investigation 
of Machine -Taught Reading). Final Report. 

By- Bender, Martin L. 

Mount Vernon Public Schools, N.Y. 

Report Number BR-6-13&3 
Grant 0EG-1-6-061383-2096 
EDRS Price MF-J0.50 HC-fe.95 77P. 



Pub Date Feb 68 



Descriptors- ^Computer Assisted Instruction, ^Culturally Disadvan- 
taged, ^ Preschool Children, ^Preschool Programs, ^Teaching Machines, 
Early Reading, Edison Responsive Environment System (ERE), Language 
Development, Prereading Experience, Programed Instruction, Reading 
Readiness, Story Telling Automatic Reading Tutor (START). 

Four studies conducted by the Mount Vernon public schools over 
a period of five semesters involved machine-teaching reading to 240 
disadvantaged prekindergarten children from the Children's Center 
and the Child Development Center to prepare them for more success- 
ful kindergarten learning through academically-oriented readiness 
activities in an American Montessori classroom setting. The Chil- 
dren's Center subjects attended 1-hour sessions while the Child 
Development Center subjects attended 3-hour sessions. Experimental 
groups from both centers used the Edison-Responsive-Environment 
talking typewriter and the Story-Telling-Automatic Reading Tutor 
machines with programs which utilized linguistic vowel-sounds meth- 
ods. The control groups used the same machines but did not receive 
program training. Results showed superior performance by the pro- 
gram subjects, but there were no significant differences in the 
performance of program subjects using different teaching machines. 
The 1-hour session proved to be as effective as the 3-hour session. 
These results imply that greater consideration should be given to 
more economical program systems and that class time could be re- 
duced by half without loss in learning. (Author/NS) 
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Continuous Progress Education, a Title III project, operates 
on the assumption that every child is unique in his own needs and 
capabilities. To insure optimum learning and development for each 
child, these needs should be carefully provided for. The implemen- 
tation of a continuous progress program depends on the clarifica- 
tion of long range goals and specific behavioral objectives and on 
the identification of the skills and concepts toward which learning 
should be geared. For continuous progress in reading instruction, 
a guide was developed for initiating a reading program that espouses 
the basic philosophy of Continuous Progress Education. It gives 
an overview of goals for developing reading interest and competence, 
organizing instruction, setting up behavioral objectives, and apprais- 
ing reading growth. Suggested behavioral objectives for each of the 
elements of a sequential program of reading skills cover word at- 
tack, vocabulary, comprehension, and applied reading. It also lists 
ways of implementing the program through an environment organized 
for optimum learning and through appropriate and adequate materials 
and learning experiences which meet total group and individual pupil 
needs. The guide is well appended with sample lesson plans, guide- 
lines, and evaluative techniques, and .offers an extensive biblio- 
graphy for interested teachers. (NS) 
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This curriculum guide for the English language arts is organ- 
ized into two major sections — reading and literature. The guide 
is designed to provide practical assistance to teachers of pupils 
in grades 5 through 12. Overviews of the curricula, instructional 
materials, discussions of methods, illustrative lessons and units, 
scope and sequence in skills and content, and reading for second- 
language students are among the subjects treated in the 10 chapters. 
This guide is also available for $4.00 from the Board of Education 
of the City of New York, Publications Sales Office, 110 Linvingston 
Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201. Checks should be made payable 
to Auditor, Board of Education. (KJ) 
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Practical suggestions, descriptions of procedures, and samples 
of records, lesson plans, exercises, test items, and activities 
are included in this guide for beginning teachers. The guide is 
organized under the following chapter titles: (l) Learning about 

the Child, (2) Class Organization, (3) Becoming Acquainted with 
Materials, (4) Getting Started in Reading, (5) Teaching the Reading 
Skills, and (6) Evaluation of Reading. A list of the Dolch Basic 
Sight Vocabulary, a bibliography of professional books and journals, 
and suggestions for preparing pupils for the administration of tests 
are included. This document is also available for $2.00 as Curric- 
ulum Bulletin No. 5, 1967-68 Series from the Board of Education 
of the City of New York, Publications Sales Office, 110 Livingston 
St., Brooklyn, New York 11201. (KJ) 
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An experimental group of 18 first-grade teachers from five 
schools was released £ day twice each month for a series of dis- 
cussion meetings with the reading consultant. A control group of 
17 first-grade teachers from the other five schools in the same 
district was exposed to the typical consultant situation— help 
given at the request of the teacher or principal. The two groups 
were balanced for teacher experience. Fifteen 2-hour meetings were 
held for the experimental group during which guest speakers offer- 
ed suggestions, shared methods and materials, and constructed teach- 
ing aids. The reading achievement scores of the children in the 
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classes taught by the two groups were compared at the end of the 
experimental period. Significant differences at the .05 level 
favoring the control group were found on the paragraph meaning and 
the vocabulary tests of the Stanford Achievement lest, Primary 
Battery, and on the word recognition test of the Gates Primary Test. 
Appendices and a bibliography are given. (RJ) 
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Recent research on the discrimination process indicates that 
errorless learning can occur if stimuli are carefully programed 
so that they are dissimilar and gradually become more similar as 
training proceeds. To assess this approach in teaching the lower- . 
case letter b and d with kindergarten subjects, two sets of stimuli 
constituted the first experimental variable. In the progressive 
value of this variable, color, size, presence of prompts, and dura- 
tion of presentation were progressively faded to the terminal dis- 
crimination. The second value of this variable was the terminal 
discrimination in the progressive stimuli — the b and d constant 
in the attributes of color, size, duration of presentation, and 
absence of prompts. The second variable was the time of introduc- 
tion of the second letter. Two separate analyses of covariance 
revealed significant effects for the time variable, but not for 
the progressive-constant variable. The early-progressive combina- 
tion resulted in 81 percent of the subjects learning the discrimina- 
tion with under 10 percent errors. When subjects were categorized 
into same, mixed, or crossed lateral dominance, no differences in 
errors on the task were observed. The subjects who learned the 
discrimination without errors subsequently could not draw the letters 
Fifty-five references are included. (Author/KJ) 



426. 



ED 020 861 ^ 9 01 

The Collection and Statistical Evaluation of Quantitative Data for 

Hand-Eye Coordination with Respect to Determining Its Correlation 



266 



ERIC 



with Reading Disability at Both the Primary and Secondary School 
Levels. Final Report. 
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The possibility of a correlation between hand-eye coordination 
and reading disability was investigated. Children from grades 2 to 
12 were tested to determine their hand-eye coordination using a 
portable testing device for quantitative measure recently developed. 
The subjects included approximately 1,700 normal public school 
students and 290 students diagnosed as poor readers by reading 
clinics. The subject’s reading ability was determined through the 
use of the standardized reading tests administered by school per- 
sonnel. Statistical analysis of the data, after it was normalized 
for the effect of age, indicated no correlation between hand-eye 
coordination and reading disability above the second-grade level. 
However, since this was the youngest group tested, more work must 
be done in the younger age range before any conclusions can be 
reached. References are listed, and 6 appendixes of detailed data 
analysis are included. (Author/BS) 
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Much of language arts teaching is based on the assumption 
that words are natural units of language and that printed words 
have one-to-one correspondences with words in speech. The outcome 
of this assumption is to emphasize the development of the child’s 
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sight vocabulary and word perception, especially in relation to 
the teaching of reading. Instead of regarding words and morphemes 
as useful constructs for dividing longer units of language into 
segmental units, these longer units are considered accumulations 
of words or morphemes. Educated people usually impose the charac- 
teristics of written words on oral language, forgetting that pho- 
nemic, morphemic, syntactical, graphemic, and morphological struc- 
tures do not have perfect correspondence among them. The word is 
a unit of written symbolism, but children speak in language. A 
list of five words is not comparable to a five-word sentence. Less 
word-centeredness in reading materials and reading instruction should 
be attempted, and children should be helped to see phrases as sub- 
divisions of sentences. This paper was presented at the Interna- 
tional Reading Association Conference (Boston, April 24-27, 1968). 
(WL) 
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Injury to the nervous system can result in defects of figure 
formation such as lack of precision of figure and uncertainty as 
to which is figure and which is ground. Impairment of figure-ground 
processes may be limited to one area of the nervous system function. 
Disturbance in figure formation may not result in perception dis- 
turbances, depending on the exact location of the injury. For edu- 
cational usefulness, a categorization of some of the figure-ground 
characteristics and possible defects arising from nervous impairment 
is needed. This listing could include differentiation of inter- 
secting figures, perception of a complex figure as a whole, ability 
to withstand distraction by other stimuli, and instability of fig- 
ure. Though these categories are related, they may be independent. 
Two types of remedial techniques are available: (l) circumvention 

of the problem, and (2) direct improvement of the perceptual abili- 
ty. Remediation of a perceptual disorder may not result in academ- 
ic improvement. Nine references are included. This paper was pre- 
sented at the International Reading Association Conference (Boston, 
April 24-27, 1968). (WL) 
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This report represents an assessment of the first full school 
year of 1,429 fourth and seventh graders receiving Title I instruc- 
tion in 16 school districts of Northern Appalachia. The study was 
concerned with the effectiveness of various projects on the reading 
achievement of children. The following questions are considered 
pertinent to the evaluation: (l) were there significant differ- 

ences between disadvantaged children receiving Title I instruction 
and disadvantaged children not receiving such instruction, (2) were 
there significant differences between public and nonpublic chil- 
dren, (3) what relationship existed between reading progress and 
socioeconomic backgrounds, (4) was specialized reading instruction 
effective for elementary and secondary school children, (5) what 
relationships existed between the organization for instruction and 
reading achievement, (6) was there any relationship between the 
classroom behavior of Title I teachers and student achievement, 
and (7) was there any relationship between reading attitude and 
reading achievement. Fourth-grade rural children made the great- 
est gains. The attitudes of fourth graders but not of seventh 
graders were altered successfully. There was no significant differ- 
ence between public and i ublic school children. Tables and ap- 
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Approximately 1,400 citations ranging in date from 1868 to 1967 
Which relate to dyslexia and learning disabilities are included in 
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this bibliography which is a compilation of lists submitted to 
ERIC/CRIER by investigators interested in the topics. Citations 
are arranged alphabetically by author and include books, monographs, 
manuals, and published and unpublished journal literature and 
papers. (BS) 
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The educational problems in the mobile suburbs (the megalo- 
polis) are as serious in magnitude and total effect as those of 
the much publicized center city. Because of the mobility and the 
heterogeneity of these areas, many students receive inadequate edu- 
cation and enter society as semilitejrates. An analysis of Center- 
ville, a typical megalopolitan school district, revealed that chil- 
dren lacking in basic skills often entered new schools. The success 
of remedial work varied widely, and, frequently, social, behavioral, 
and academic problems resulted. Marked by transiency, inadequate 
reading, emotional problems, and socioeconomic status, many students 
became dropouts. The megalopolitan dropout rate often equaled that 
of center cities. A solution to the problem emphasizes a junior 
high program to develop literacy and proposes major expenditures 
at the primary level to achieve a teacher-pupil ratio conducive to 
individual student achievement. This paper was presented at the 
International Reading Association Conference (Boston, April 24-27, 
1968). (BS) 
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Any eclectic reading program must be based on (l) an under- 
standing of how the tactile, auditory, and visual systems develop 
in each child, (2) a knowledge of the available and usable reading 
approaches, and (3) an assessment of the components of effective 
instructional techniques. Individual diagnosis and training is 
mandatory. A visual discrimination program of differentiating 
among letter forms and an auditory discrimination program stress- 
ing letter names and sounds constitute the most efficient reading 
readiness program. A tactile learning system refines auditory 
discrimination skills. The effective reading teacher is one who 
uses diagnostic evidence as a developmental method, individualiz- 
ing the use of materials to improve specific reading skill areas. 
Seven major approaches to the teaching of reading are listed: de- 

velopmental, phonic, linguistic, language experience, orthographic 
stress, individualized-library, and special. Their teaching sys- 
tems or philosophies are described. This paper was presented at 
the International Reading Association Conference (Boston, April 
24-27, 1968). (BS) 
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The purpose of this study was to determine if a Hawthorne 
effect were present in a 3-year longitudinal study which compared 
two methods of teaching reading in first grade. The initial sub- 
jects were two teachers and five first-grade classes of randomly 
assigned students who composed one experimental, one control, and 
three subcontrol groups. Beginning students were tested at the 
end. of each of the 3 years, and an analysis of variance and t-test 
were used to compare performances. Results indicated that at the 
end of the first year, both the experimental and control classes 
were significantly better than the subcontrol groups. The third 
year experimental group was significantly poorer than the first . 
year experimental group, but was significantly better than the firs 
year subcontrol group. The second- and third-year control groups 
were significantly better than the first-year control and subcontrol 
groups. It was concluded that two types of Hawthorne effects— a 
negative and a positive --may have been operating. The experimental 
teacher’s performance was possibly heightened by the new method 
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and accompanying accolades. The control teacher’s performance 
was depressed by the appearance of success in the experimental 
class. Perhaps a Hawthorne effect did not operate for her until 
the second and third years. References are included. This paper 
was presented at the International Reading Association Conference 
(Boston, April 24-27, 1968). (BS) 
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A general view of language arts research as it relates to the 
school is presented. The book is divided into 11 chapters, each 
of which surveys a specific area of the language arts program. 

Reading is treated under such topic headings as general trends, 
parental opinion, readiness, vocabulary studies, and phonics. Hand- 
writing, composition, spelling, and grammar are dealt with in sep- 
arate chapters. The topics covered range from manuscript and cur- 
sive writing to ’’Can Creative Writing Be Taught” and phonics and 
word recognition. The seventh chapter discusses research in chil- 
dren’s literature. One section deals with the position of listen- 
ing in the language arts program. Discussions of the relationship 
of language arts to other cultures and foreign languages, mass media, 
and the improvement of oral language complete the study. An ex- 
tended bibliography is included at the end of each chapter. This 
volume is also available for $2.75 from the Association for Super- 
vision and Curriculum Development, National Education Association, 
1201 Sixteenth St., N. W. , Washington, D.C. 20036. (WL) 
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The implications for training reading teachers of current, 
developments in teacher education relevant to reading instruction, 
the current state of knowledge about the teaching-learning process, 
and evolving ideas about reading instruction are examined. Brief- 
ly described are micro teaching, video-taping, time-lapse photo- 
graphy, clinical teaching experiences, and use of clinical profes- 
sors and vignettes of teaching. Attempts to record and classify 
classroom behavior, the language used in the classroom, and the 
form and sequence of lessons are cited. The teaching of the com- 
plexities of reading, the use of learning media other than reading 
and language arts, and the contribution of linguistics and the psy- 
chology of cognition to reading instruction are also discussed. 

It is implied that the scope of education courses should be examin- 
ed to insure that prospective teachers are aware of current develop- 
ments, that they are equipped to evaluate innovations objectively, 
that they can translate theories into effective practice, and that 
they learn to teach diagnostically and to diagnose their own teach- 
ing behavior. (NS) 
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A reading project was initiated by the National Institute of 
Education in India to (l) produce textbooks and workbooks, field 
test the books, and train teachers to use them, (2) produce teach- 
ers' manuals, (3) construct first-grade tests, U) construct achieve- 
ment tests, and (5) produce these books in Hindi. The ensuing guide 
for those who write and evaluate textbooks in any language is divided 
into 14 sections. The sections include discussions of the follow- 
ing topics: the development of language texts, development of a 

specific book, research in the preparation of language texts, ap- 
proaches to teaching reading, controlled vocabulary, proposed sta- 
tistics, ratio of new to running words, problems in choosing con- 
tent, planning content, stories for a series, meaning dimensions, 
thought patterns in expository writing, bases for evaluation, and 
the text as an instrument of change. A form for the review of child- 
ren's books and an index is included. This document was published 
by the National Institute of Education, New Delhi, 1965, 126 pages. 
(BK) 
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Proficiency in critical reading can be accelerated by making 
students aware of various semantic devices that help clarify mean- 
ings and purposes. Excerpts from the article "Teen-Age Corruption 
from the ninth— grade semantics unit written by the Project English 
Demonstration Center at Euclid, Ohio, are used to illustrate how 
semantics relate to critical reading. If teachers of English con- 
sider the improvement of student reading skills as one of their 
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goals, semantic techniques such as the following need to be devel- 
oped: (1) understanding the affective and informative connotation 

of words, (2) distinguishing between factual reports and opinions, 
(3) determining referents for abstract symbols, (4) recognizing 
logical fallacies and generalizations, and (5) discovering the au- 
thor’s purpose. Semantic analysis helps the reader to arrive at 
the author’s expressions of feeling and meaning, clarifies the 
reader's thinking, and contributes to general reading proficiency. 
This article appeared in "English Journal," Volume September 
1966. (NS) 
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Descriptors- ^English, ^Language Development, ^Linguistics, Ety- 
mology, Morphology (Language), Phonology, Semantics, Structural 

Analysis. 

Words can be studied by describing their origin inductively 
or deductively. Either way, a precise definition of etymological 
classes which are mutually exclusive is needed. Present-day Eng- 
lish is classified into: (l) native words which can be traced back 
to the word stock of Old English, (2) loan words new to the English 
language which had previous existence in other languages, and (3) 
neologisms which may be either new words or old ones taking new 
meanings. While about 20 percent of mode.rn English vocabulary can 
be traced to native words of Old English, loan words amount to less 
than 8 percent, and neologisms account for about 80 percent of the 
new words in present-day English. Hence, by compoundings, deriva- 
tions, and semantic change, the English language can easily be a- 
dapted to meet the demands of an ever-changing society. Borrowing 
from other languages is of only average importance. This article 
appeared in "English Journal," Volume 55> September 1966. (NS) 
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A method of vocabulary study used as a tool rather than as a 
complete vocabulary program helps students investigate any word 
and helps clarify key or difficult words in an assignment. The 
semantic levels of definition-making are explained and il Lustrated 
by the teacher’s asking the students wha* class of things a cer- 
tain word stands for and how the word differs from others in that 
class. The students carry out the following procedure for written 
work which enables them to define nouns, active and passive verbs, 
and modifiers! (l) Students look up the specific context in which 
the new word is used and copy enough of the sentence to give some 
indication of its meaning. (2) They copy the basic form of the word 
as it appears in the dictionary, indicating accented syllables. 

(3) With the help of the dictionary, students write a sentence def- 
inition that applies to the word in context. (4) Finally, they 
write an original sentence using the new word. Although this meth- 
od is more exacting than looking up synonyms, it encourages logi- 
cal thinking and creativity while it aims for vocabulary expansion 
and verbal precision. This article appears in ’’English Journal,” 
Volume 55, September 1966. (NS) 
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Descriptors- # Aphasia » ^Language Handicaps, ^Reading Difficulties, 
^Remedial Instruction, Associative Learning, Behavior Genetics, 
Bender Gestalt Test for Young Children, Dynamic Neurology, Lateral 
Dominance, Learning Readiness, Linguistics, Montessori Method, Stut- 
tering, Verbal Ability, Visually Handicapped, Wise. 

A selected reading and reference list of publications from 1896 
to 1966 on the nature, recognition, and treatment of language dif- 
ficulties is presented. The titles were selected on the basis of 
relevance to the general interests and specific needs of people 
concerned with language disorders, particularly with a specific 
language disability. Materials are organized under the following 
categories: (l) medicine, neurology, and psychology, (2) language 

and semantics, (3) education, (4) various developmental and reme- 
dial approaches to language learning, (5) specific language dis- 
ability, (6) psychological, achievement, and diagnostic tests, (7) 
manuals, workbooks, instructional materials, and texts for students, 
(8) journals — annual, quarterly, monthly, and (9) bibliographies. 

An evaluative annotation appears with each item. Many new paper- 
back editions are mentioned and current prices are given when known. 
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This document is available from the Orton Society, Box 153 > Pomfret, 
Connecticut, and from the Educators Publishing Service, Cambridge, 
Massachusetts 02139 > for $1.50. (LS) 
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fornia, University of Rochester. 

Erikson's theory on the development of a healthy personality 
is integrated with Holmes 1 theory of reading in order to derive 
a testable hypothesis regarding the contribution of specified per- 
sonality characteristics to reading success and to validate the 
findings. The study was conducted in the following three phases: 
the construction of new scales composed of personality items which 
significantly differentiated good and poor readers at the ninth- 
grade level in 1936, a longitudinal application of these scales to 
the same sample of students when they were in the seventh, eighth, 
and ninth grades in 1933 and 1934> and a cross-sectional replica- 
tion after 30 years. Five samples were used. Two (N’s-160 and 130) 
were drawn from the longitudinal study (1933-35) at the Institute 
of Human Development, University of California. Three comparable 
samples were selected from grades seven, eight, and nine in 1966. 
Specific personality characteristics hypothesized from an integrat- 
ed Erikson-Holmes theory were consistently related to reading in 
the seventh, eighth, and ninth grades, and for two similar groups 
30 years later. The report includes tables, figures, the Self- 
Interest Inventory, and a bibliography. (RH) 
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of Maryland. 

The University of Maryland, aiming to develop a pool of gain- 
ed reading personnel to carry out the program offered in the Read- 
ing and Study Skills Center, introduced a special graduate reading 
course, ’’Internship in College Reading and Educational Ski I s * 

The practicum meets 2 hours weekly, carries 3 hours credit, and is 
open to doctoral students who are majoring in college student per- 
sonnel or planning to work in developmental reading. Supervised 
experience in working with college students who have educational 
skills problems is provided. One session per week is a lecture on 
the theory of different aspects of college reading, and the second 
is a demonstration and discussion of techniques, materials, and e- 
quipment. Extensive readings are assigned weekly, and trainees are 
required to participate in the following activities: testing and 

diagnosis of learning difficulties, familiarization with materials 
and equipment used in educational skills improvement, supervising 
students working in the laboratory, evaluating student progress, 
preparing and discussing case studies, conducting and evaluating 
research in college reading, conducting followup interviews, devel- 
oping new materials, and student evaluation. The 16 lecture op- 
ics, the required outside readings, the rating scale for student 
evaluation, and references are given. This article appeared in 
’’Journal of Reading,” Volume 10, December 1966. (RH) 
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The pupils in a first-grade class in Mesa, Arizona, made their 
own alphabetical list of the words they could read which were not 
in the basal readers. The list totaled 2,124 words. Not every child 
knew all the words, but some knew all, and all knew some, ihe study 
is presented as an answer to the statement by Professor Arthur S. 
Trace, Jr., that Russian children read better than American children. 
Methods of reading instruction in Russia and America are outlined 
briefly. It is noted that typical American children know more than 
2,124 words at the end of first grade when they are 6 to 7 years 
old. Russian children at age 7 are just starting school. This ar- 
ticle appeared in ’’The Reading Teacher,” Volume 20, November 1966. 
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The following questions are discussed in order to alert teach- 
ers to the necessity of personally selecting books which will cre- 
ate stimulating learning environment and meet the basic needs of 
present-day youth: (l) Who is responsible for selecting books. 

(2) What is the best way to select them. (3) How can readers put 
knowledge into action. (4) How can teachers maintain channels of 
communication so that the reading interests and needs of pupils may 
be met by publishers, administrators, and librarians. (5) What 
changes should be made in teacher training programs so that learn- 
ing becomes more important than reading and so that children’s 
growth and development becomes more important than textbooks and 
tests. This article appeared in "The Reading Teacher,” Volume 20, 
April 1967. (RH) 
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Thirty-four teachers of grades one through six were asked to 
report the changes in reading group composition in their classrooms 
over a period of 17 weeks. Twenty-six teachers had at least 3 years 
of experience and were supervising student teachers. The other eight 
had 2 years of experience and had completed a graduate course in 
reading. They were employed in cities of 20,000 or more in Colorado, 
Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, and Kansas. Of 940 students reported in 
the 34 classrooms during the 17-week period, 9.1 percent were chang- 
ed in their reading group. Of the pupils changed, 61 percent were 
boys and 38 percent were girls. Of the 34 teachers, 41 percent made 
no changes in reading group composition for the duration of the 
study. Contrary to expectation, reading group movement decreased 
in the upper grades. Detailed statistics are presented, and possible 
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reasons for the findings are discussed. Tables and references are 
included. This article appeared in "The Reading Teacher," Volume 
20, November 1966. (RH) 
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The town of Batavia, Illinois, experimented with a plan for 
training its own reading teachers. Former teachers and other well- 
qualified individuals living in the community were hired to teach 
2 to 4 days each week. During the preschool planning days, the 
special reading teachers (one for each elementary school) met with 
the reading coordinator to get an overall picture of the reading 
curriculum, the problems that might be encountered, and the mate- 
rials needed. During the first weeks of school, the special teach- 
ers divided their time between meetings with the coordinator and 
periods in their own schools where they met the faculty and pupils, 
listened to reading problems, located teaching materials, looked 
up pupil records or assisted classroom teachers . Children were 
referred to them by teachers or other individuals. Participation 
in the program was voluntary. Teachers reported that the child- 
ren receiving this special instruction were better adjusted to the 
classroom situation and showed more interest in reading. Records 
of pupils' progress, their special interests and backgrounds, and 
materials they had read were kept. This article appeared in "The 
Reading Teacher," Volume 20, April 1967. (RH) 
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The reading problems of adolescents who have been deprived 
of pre-reading experiences and other advantages that children from 
more privileged homes enjoy are discussed. Techniques to combat 
apathy and to use with informal reading material for diagnostic 
purposes are suggested. Ten procedures follow which could be a- 
dapted to various situations! (l) instruction growing out of an 
informal test, (2) instruction and practice in word recognition, 

(3) fixing words in mind, ( 4 ) progress in word knowledge through 
the Fernald finger-tracing method, (5) how to read a sentence, (6) 
instruction in paragraph comprehension, (7) accent on speech, (8) 
operant conditioning or the immediate rewarding of specific desired 
behavior, ( 9 ) other methods, such as reading in a library, auto- 
instructional and programed materials, and (10) personalized in- 
struction through the selection of suitable and attractive reading 
materials, often of the student’s own choosing. References are 
included. This article appeared in ’’Journal of Reading,” Volume 10, 
May 1967. (RH) 
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The processes of thought, of concept, development, and of vocab- 
ulary development are significantly interrelated. Communication 
of ideas depends upon the ability to associate written and verbal 
symbols with the referents through a systematic process of reorga- 
nizing and integrating old and new concepts. The ability to asso- 
ciate, in turn, depends upon vocabulary development. Hence, a well- 
developed structure of concept associations is a function of vo- 
cabulary-concept relationships. Concepts are general ideas which 
involve discrimination and generalization. They exist at all levels 
of complexity, develop gradually from simple to complex mental con- 
structs, and must be symbolized to be communicated effectively. 

While authorities in the field are aware of the difficulty of iden- 
tifying, isolating, studying, and evaluating concepts, they recog- 
nize their importance to the acquisition of knowledge and to suc- 
cess in reading. Significant studies on concept development cited 
are those of Piaget, Russell, Braun, and Downey. This article ap- 
peared in ’’Journal of Reading,” Volume 10, April 1967. (NS) 
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Title 1 funds support many reading projects in the schools of 
Washington, D.C. Two of these are the mobile reading units and a 
traveling bookstore. The self-contained mobile reading units are 
equipped to provide improved diagnostic services to students. The 
traveling paperback— bookstore offers a wide selection of books with 
freedom of choice for reluctant readers as part of the reading in- 
centive seminars organized by the Secondary Education Department. 
Both units aim to encourage reluctant and retarded readers. Other 
projects financed by Title 1 funds in Washington, D.C. , are the 
following: (l) the teacher aide program which relieves teachers 

of non-teaching duties so they can devote more time to profession- 
al reading instruction, (2) the reading resource teacher program 
which enables successful reading teachers to be the reading resource 
teachers for their schools through an intensive training course, 

(3) special 6-we<?k summer reading programs for retarded readers. 
These and other projects have benefited thousands of teenage stu- 
dents, particularly the underachievers, the retarded readers, and 
the reluctant readers. This article appeared in ’’The Reading Teach- 
er,” Volume 20, January 1967. (NS) 



\ 

15. ED 013 737 KE 000 370 

Reading Programs for Mexican-American Children of Texas. 

Bjy- Yoes, Deck, Jr. 

International Reading Assn., Newark, Del. 

Pub Date Jan 67 

Document not available from EDRS. 

Descriptors- ^Bilingual Students, ^Disadvantaged Youth, ^Migrant 
Children, ^Reading Improvement, ^Remedial Reading Programs, Correc- 
tive Reading, ESEA Title 1 Projects, Reading Programs, Texas Edu- 
cation Agency, Texas Project for the Education of Migrant Children. 

Several Title 1 projects in Texas are reading improvement pro- 
grams for Mexican-American children. El Paso’s Project Second Chance 
provides each child with special reading instruction in well-equip- 
ped reading centers and after-school study centers with tutorial 
aides. A project on reading retardation, the Del Rio Program, aims 
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for reading improvement and the teaching of English as a second lan- 
guage through audio-lingual methods. Edinburgh combines its ele- 
mentary remedial language arts and corrective reading program with 
the teaching of Spanish to Spanish-speaking children utilizing in- 
dividualized reading instruction through intraclass groupings and 
adapted materials. Operating in 40 Texas districts, the Texas Pro- 
ject for the Education of Migrant Children concentrates schooling 
into 6 months of developmental reading emphasizing oral language 
and the multisensory approach. San Antonio’s Harlandale replicates 
all English language development activities in the Spanish language 
activities in a bilingual first-grade program. Corpus Christi hires 
teacher aides and conducts inservice training in corrective read- 
ing through a staff development program. All these Title 1 reading 
projects boast of better work— study habits and improved reading 
skills and attitudes. This article appeared in "The Reading Teach- 
er,” Volume 20, January 1967. (NS) 
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ESEA Title 1, West Virginia. 

Two reading programs in West Virginia represented two distinct 
socioeconomic counties in Appalachia. Program 1 represented a coun- 
ty with isolated schools. Program 2 represented a county with an 
academically strong college and consolidated schools. Both programs 
attempted to teach students to read better and to develop better 
attitudes. Program 1 used the aural-oral approach to the teaching 
of reading, stressed the ability to communicate, and made available 
to the schools either a reading lab on wheels or a special reading 
room. While teachers designed the materials used, a staff includ- 
ing a special reading teacher, a reading consultant, a speech-and- 
hearing therapist, and three social workers met regularly for plan- 
ning and evaluation. Program 2 students were grouped by grade level 
but were given completely individualized reading instruction in a 
special reading resource room. The staff included a school psychol- 
ogist, an elementary guidance counselor, a medical doctor, a program 
coordinator, a supervisor, and several special reading teachers and 
teacher aides. Students, parents, teachers, and principals worked 
on informal evaluations. The college personnel helped in the action 
research aspects of the program. This article appeared in "The 
Reading Teacher," Volume 20, January 1967. (NS) 
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Information on Title 1 allocations was disseminated in Mon- 
tana through television programs, bulletins, news media, and per- 
sonal interviews. By the end of fiscal year 1966, 288 of 521 approv- 
ed projects were in reading and language arts. Some of the coopera- 
tive projects established are cited here. The Big Sandy District 
and eight other rural districts launched the Correction and Pre- 
vention of Reading Problems Project to remedy deficiencies in vo- 
cabulary in content courses, general reading ability, and reading 
readiness. The Inverness Reading Project emphasized a multiapproach 
of remedial and supplementary work for all grades and used individ- 
ualized instruction and reading lessons taped by the children’s 
mothers. The Lewiston City Schools held summer reading programs 
for 253 students in grades one through eight to correct poor study 
habits, to improve the student’s self-image, and to prevent the re- 
gression brought about by summer vacation. In Flathead County 
schools, the mobile child was helped to establish basic skills more 
quickly through a highly intensive and enriched supplementary pro- 
gram emphasizing word attack skills. These representative programs 
indicate that the remote as well as the populated areas of Montana 
benefit from Title 1 fluids. This article appeared in "The Reading 
Teacher," Volume 20, January 1967. (NS) 
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The individualized reading technique was employed with a class 
of 16 educable primary children aged 6 through 10 years in Fairfax, 
Virginia, to counteract an initial attitude of total indifference 
toward reading. Books with high interest levels and with preprimer 
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vocabulary were provided by the library and were attractively pre- 
sented by the teacher. The children participated in a reading ac- 
tivity daily. They met with the teacher individually, although 
occasionally two or three children worked together. A working lev- 
el was determined for each child by reviewing previous test results 
or by retesting. Depending on his own needs, each child used an 
activity book. Skills were taught individually and in groups. The 
children set their own reading goals and kept an account of the 
books they read. The children definitely profited by the close re- 
lationship with the teacher and by the absence of other children 
who might criticize. Confidence increased, and sometimes a child 
would read his book to the class or would take it home to read to 
his family. Extra planning was necessary to fit this technique in 
with other academic work, but the results were rewarding. This ar- 
ticle appeared in "The Reading Teacher," Volume 20, November 1966. 
(EH) 
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Visual training is defined as the field of ocular reeducation 
and rehabilitation of the various visual skills that are of para- 
mount importance to school achievement, automobile driving, out- 
door sports activities, and occupational pursuits. A history of 
orthoptics, the suggested name for the entire field of ocular re- 
education, is given. Reading as a visual act is discussed, and the 
following seven goals of visual training are explained: to develop 

smooth, rhythmic oculo-motor control, to eliminate any tendency for 
suppression of vision, to build fusion to its highest degree — ster- 
eopsis, to train accomodation facility for clear focusing, to im- 
prove convergence flexibility for accurate fixation, to train effi- 
cient hand and eye coordination skills, and to enhance speed and 
accuracy of visual perception. References are given. This article 
appeared in "Journal of Reading," Volume 10, March 1967. (RH) 
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The 11 residual gain” statistic developed by Manning and DuBois 
is presented as a tool for the measurement of individual differ- 
ences in improvement resulting from training. Rankin and Tracy 
utilized residual gain measures in evaluating reading progress and 
noted their potential as a research tool in studying correlates of 
reading improvement. In comparing residual gains with crude gain 
(the simple difference between pre- and post-training measures), a 
discrepancy in grades assigned for improvement in almost half the 
cases was found. Crude gains tended to underestimate the progress 
of superior improvers (as measured by residual gain) and to over-* 
estimate the progress of 'inferior improvers. Two computational 
formulas of primary interest to the researcher, the z-score meth- 
od and the raw score method— are presented with descriptions of their 
advantages and disadvantages. A computational method for evaluat- 
ing residual gains in terms of derived scores based on the normal 
distribution curve is described. A short graphical method for as- 
signing evaluation categories to residual gains in the classroom 
is presented. The methods for estimating and evaluating residual 
gains without laborious calculation should make the technique avail- 
able to reading teachers with an elementary knowledge of statis- 
tics. Three references are included. This article appeared in 
’’Journal of Reading,” Volume 10, March 1967. (RH) 
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An annotated bibliography of 101 books suitable for teaching 
urban disadvantaged Negro and Puerto Rican children is presented. 
The books reflect the role and contribution of the Negro and Puer- 
to Rican in our history, enhance the essential dignity and integ- 
rity of minorities, provide appreciation and understanding of 
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minorities, and promote brotherhood. Most often, the disadvantaged 
child is deficient in reading skills. Consequently, the books re- 
commended for junior high school range from fifth- to ninth-grade 
reading level, and the books recommended for high school students 
start from the eighth-grade level. The books are listed under six 
headings: The Past Reexamined, Current Literature Which Reflects 
Our National Challenge, Music and Art, Poetry, Theater, Literature, 
The Sports World, and Fiction and Short Stories. This article ap- 
peared in ’’Journal of Reading,” Volume 10, May 1967. (RH) 
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Ten guidelines for teachers of disadvantaged students with 
reading problems are suggested: (l) proceed on the assumption 

that the student is capable of reading improvement and creative 
thinking, (2) use reading materials at or slightly below his in- 
structional level, (3) choose selections that deal with people and 
situations he can identify with, and give brief and well-motivated 
assignments which assure success, (4) be alert and sensitive to 
his needs, (5) avoid standardized tests for these only show repeat- 
edly that he is below grade expectations,' (6) clarify word mean- 
ings and concepts before reading in the content areas, (7) involve 
more than word recognition exercises in your reading program, (8) 
use a variety of approaches and vary your daily program, (9) em- 
phasize reading-study skills in the content areas, and (10) remem- 
ber that the learning process is basically a motivation-clarifica- 
tion-application-satisfaction process. Materials are recommended 
for word-recognition skills, comprehension skills, and reading- 
study skills, and professional books for teachers. References are 
included. This article appeared in ’’Journal of Reading,” Volume 
10, May 1967. (NS) 
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A City-Wide Vocabulary Project for Ninth-Grade Students. 

By- Von Horn, Arlene Janes, Edith 
International Reading Assn., Newark, Del. 

Pub Date Apr 67 

Document not available from EDRS. 
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Descriptors- #Grade 9, ^Language Arts, ^Readifig Research, ^Vocabu- 
lary Development, Gary Public Schools, Indiana, Language Develop- 
ment, Reading Comprehension, Reading Programs, Reading Skills, 
Teacher Evaluation. 

The results of standardized tests in language arts covering 10 
years for grades nine through 12 in Gary, Indiana, revealed the need 
for a directed program in vocabulary instruction. A 2-year pilot 
study on vocabulary development using the direct approach was con- 
ducted among 5>000 ninth-grade students. A pretest was followed 
by 20 weekly lessons, each consisting of 20 words selected from 
adopted ninth-grade textbooks and accompanied by definitions, dia- 
critical marking, sample sentences, and spaces for the students’ 
original sentences. Weekly tests, review tests every 5 weeks, and 
a post test similar to the pretest were administered. The use of 
the materials developed for this study was recommended by 96 per- 
cent of 55 participating teachers. One hundred percent of these 
teachers observed a better student performance on the post test. 

The materials used in this study were included in the regular ninth- 
grade language curriculum in Gary schools. Samples of the pretest, 
weekly lessons, weekly tests, review tests, and progress charts ac- 
company this article. This article ' appeared in the ’’Journal of 
Reading,” Volume 10, April 1967. (NS) 
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Why Do High School Students Read. 

3y- Emans, Robert Patyk, Gloria 
International Reading Assn., Newark, Del. 

Pub Date Feb 67 

Document not available from EDRS. 

Descriptors- #High School Students, ^Reading Interests, ^Student 
Motivation, Independent Reading, Univ. of Chicago, Waukesha, Wau- 
kesha High School, Wisconsin. 

A forced-choice type of questionnaire was used to study the 
reading motives of high school students and the effect of intelli- 
gence, reading level, sex, age, and social class on informational, 
identificational, esthetic, and recreational motives. Definitions 
of each motive and a list of reasons for reading were given to five 
judges for classification. Reasons on which all judges agreed were 
included in a questionnaire given to 324 students from middle and 
lower socioeconomic classes in grades nine through 12. Reading 
level and intelligence scores were also obtained. Results showed 
that the recreational motive ranked highest for all students and 
was followed by the informational, identificational, and esthetic 
motives. Students with low reading level and intelligence tended 
to rank recreation lower and identification higher. Boys ranked 



291 



information higher than girls did, and only a very small percentage 
of either sex gave esthetics a high ranking. The younger students 
ranked recreation higher than older students did. No significant 
relationship was found between reading motives and social class. 
Results are summarized in three tables, and a list of references 
is given. This article appeared in "Journal of Reading," Volume 
10, February 1967. (NS) 
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Those Pesky Book Reports. 

By- Carroll, L. Patrick 

International Reading Assn., Newark, Del. 

Pub Date Apr 67 

Document not available from EDRS. 

Descriptors- ^Book Reviews, ^Critical Reading, * Independent Reading, 
^Literature Appreciation, ^Recreational Reading, Alma College, Cali- 
fornia, Los Gatos. 

A common problem in assigning book reports is how to test wheth- 
er students actually read the book or whether they rely on sources 
besides the book itself. A single-book approach devised to give 
some degree of certitude that students read the book blends three 
elements! (l) actual reading of the book as checked by an objec- 
tive test, (2) deeper understanding of the book as evaluated by 
a written analysis, and (3) appreciation and enjoyment of the book 
as shown by some remarks on merit, style,- and beauty. When the 
book is assigned the students are asked to look for elements such 
as stylistic traits, remarks on the setting, or weaknesses and 
strengths of the author. From five suggested topics each student 
chooses one on which to base a written analysis of the book. A 
5-minute objective test is also given after which the test questions 
are discussed. Critical reading is encouraged by asking students 
to take a stance, prove a point, raise a vital question, or uncover 
evidence to support statements in their oral and written work. This 
article appeared in "Journal of Reading," Volume 10, April 1967. 

(NS) 
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A Vocabulary Study Comparing Reading, Arithmetic, Health and Sci 
ence Texts. 

By- Stauffer, Russell G. 

International Reading Assn., Newark, Del. 

. Pub Date Nov 66 

Document not available from EDRS. 
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Descriptors- “Primary Grades, “Readability, “Reading Level, Read- 
ing Research, “Vocabulary, Arithmetic, Health Books, Reading, Sci- 
ence Materials, Textbook Research, University of Delaware. 

Word counts were made to compare the vocabularies in reading, 
health, science, and arithmetic textbooks for grades one to three. 
Counts were made in seven different basic reading series and in 
three different series in each of the three content areas. The 
limitations of the word counts are specified. Frequency of occur- 
ence was used to analyze the data. The seven reading series intro- 
duced about twice as many new words at the third-grade level than 
did the three science series. Of the 570 new words presented in 
the first-grade reading series, 117 words were common to all series. 
The words used in different reading series varied more at the high- 
er grade levels. Only 11 words were common to the reading and 
arithmetic series at the first grade level. Other results, conclu- 
sions, and one reference is included. This article appeared in 
"The Reading Teacher, 11 Volume 20, November 1966. (BK) 
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Ten More Important Sources of Informatipn on Visual Perception In 

Relation to Reading. 

3y- Vernon, M. D. 

International Reading Assn., Newark, Del. 

Pub Date Nov 66 

Document not available from EDRS. 

Descriptors- “Reading Research, “Visual Perception. 

An annotated bibliography of ten studies or writings on prob- 
lems related to visual perception published between 1954-1964 is 
presented. This article appeared in ’’The Reading Teacher,” Volume 
20, November 1966. (RH) 
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Pathology or Immaturity— —An Evaluation of Changes in Form Copying. 
By- Faust, Margaret Faust, William L. 

Claremont Graduate School and Univ. Ctr., Calif. 

Pub Date 66 

Document not available from EDRS. 



Descriptors- “Maturity Tests, “Perception Tests, “Perceptual Develop- 
merit, ^Primary Grades, ^Reading Readiness, Bender Gestalt, Elementary 
Grades, Pomona College, Scripps College. 

The assumption that reading disability can result from a gap 
between the developmental maturity of children and the demands of 



293 



a beginning reading program carries with it the problem of assess- 
ing developmental status. A longitudinal study conducted to derive 
a method for identifying signs of immaturity related to later read- 
ing difficulties used 102 different designs from five known tests 
of perceptual-motor readiness with 2,000 children in 72 kindergarten 
to grade-4 classes. The children’s reproductions were analyzed 
in terms of ’’plans" which are the various perceptual units each 
child used in analyzing and organizing a whole design before copy- 
ing it. Designs too complex for the child's level of maturity 
yielded plans which were not sufficiently articulated, plans which 
were too global, and those in which parts were not well differen- 
tiated or in which spatial relations were distorted. Immaturity 
in perceptual-motor functioning in kindergarten and grade 1 is part 
of the normal developmental pattern, and maturity is developed through 
tactual, visual, and manipulatory experiences. Detailed findings, 
examples of the children's reproductions, and a bibliography are 
included in this report. This paper appears in the "Claremont Read- 
ing Conference, Thirtieth Yearbook," Claremont Graduate School Cur- 
riculum Laboratory, Claremont, California. (NS) 
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Junior High Lexicographers. 

By- Brown, L. Lakota 

Pub Date Oct 66 

Document not available from EDRS. 

Descriptors- ^Dictionaries, ^Junior High School Students, ^Lexicog- 
raphy, ^Listening Skills, ** Vocabulary Skills, Arizona, Marana, Mar- 
ana Junior High School. 

The learn-by-doing method was used in the "Lexicographers for 
a Week" project of two eighth-grade classes at Marana Junior High 
School in Arizona. Each student listed 10 slang words he and his 
friends commonly used. From this the teacher made a master list. 

The students were then asked to listen for these words for a whole 
week and to write down the quotation, the speaker, the situation, 
and a probable definition on a citation card. There was a required 
minimum of 10 citation cards per student. Over 1,000 separate cards 
were collected. The two classes were later divided into separate 
dictionary staffs to work on definitions, etymology, pronunciation, 
spelling, and areas of grammar. The information for final entries 
was compiled into a "Slang Dictionary," and a copy was given to each 
student. The project was successful in that the complex skills in- 
volved in dictionary study were learned more thoroughly, and the 
students were made to realize how much work goes into the compila- 
tion of a dictionary. This article appeared in "English Journal," 
Volume 55, October 1966. (NS) 
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Why Read Poetry in High School. 

By- Goba, Ronald J. 

Pub Dnte Feb 67 

Document not available from EDRS. 

Descriptors- #High Schools, # Poetry, Reading Instruction, Connec- 
ticut, Lebanon, Literature Appreciation, Lyman Memorial High School. 

Teaching students to enjoy poetry as poetry is often neglect- 
ed. Taking parts of a poem out of context and analyzing them makes 
the study of poetry everything but pleasurable to students and teach- 
ers alike. The study of facts about poetry is necessary, but should 
be combined with the study of the function, the effect, and the op- 
eration of a poem. These, together with the stimulation of imagina- 
tion, the encouragement of expression, and the development of a 
deeper insight into life, combine to make the study of poetry both 
informational and pleasurable. This article appeared in ’’English 
Journal," Volume 56, February 1967. (NS) 
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Teaching Meaning through Structure in the Short Story. 

By- Peltzie, Bernard E. 

Pub Date Sep 66 

Document not available from EDRS. 

Descriptors- ^Critical Reading, # Interpretive Reading, ^Question- 
ing Techniques, ^Short Stories, ^Teaching Techniques, Antelope Val- , 
ley High School, California, Lancaster. 1 ■ 

In the short story where neither character, setting, nor plot 
is developed sufficiently to allow a thorough interpretation of the 
story, the structure or shape of the story could be used as the 
transmitter of meaning. This approach, which depends on intelli- 
gent sensitivity, consists of establishing the structural parts of 
the story, justifying these partitions, and comparing them to deter- 
mine interrelationships. Two short stories, "The Open Window" by 
Saki and "The Fly" by Katherine Mansfield, are used to show how the 
structural approach proceeds. Examples of questions which require 
the students to analyze, synthesize, and evaluate in order to help 
them understand the structure of the story are italicized and used 
in a detailed discussion of the two short stories. These questions 
demonstrate the kinds of intellectual skills and abilities that 
could be tapped through this approach. This article appeared in 
"English Journal," Volume 55, September 1966. (NS) 
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Title I — How the Money Is Spent and What Services Are Provided. 

By- Haven, Julia M. 

International Reading Assn., Newark, Del. 

Pub Date Jan 67 

Document not available from EDRS. 

Descriptors- ^Elementary Schools, ^Federal Programs, ^Financial 
Support, ^Secondary Schools, Curriculum Development, Reading Pro- 
grams, School Services, School Systems, Title 1. 

A discussion of Title 1 features and services is presented. 

The legislation is intended to meet the needs of all students in 
preschool, elementary school, and secondary school, including men- 
tally and physically handicapped students. The programs set up un- 
der Title 1 must be evaluated annually, and reports of results must 
be disseminated. The allocation of funds depends upon the needs 
of the community. Funds have been appropriated for the improvement 
of existing programs, remedial reading programs, daily lunches, and 
inservice teacher education. This article appeared in "The Reading 
Teacher," Volume 20, January 1967. ( BK) 
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Perceptual Systems in Reading — Prediction of a Temporal Eye-Voice 
Span Constant. Final Report. 

By- Geyer, John Jacob 

California Univ., Berkeley 

Office of Education, Washington, D.C. 

Report Number BR-5-8159 Pub Date 66 

Contract 0EC-5-10-362 
"Document not available from EDRS. 

Descriptors- #Eye Movements, ^Reading Research, ^Visual Perception, 
Perceptual Development, Reading Skills, University of California. 

A doctoral dissertation which explores the classical theory of 
perception in reading is reported. The facts reported in perceptual 
research are realigned in terms of certain premises of general open 
systems theory as utilized by the substrata-factor theory and the 
particular point of view of the information theorist Broadbent to 
produce a new heuristic model of perception. The model which satis- 
factorily explained the known facts was then used to predict new 
facts and relationships. Two hypotheses were tested, (l) During 
smooth oral reading, the temporal eye-voice span will remain vir- 
tually constant, and the period of time separating the eye and voice 
will approximate 1 second. ( 2 ) In those situations where an inter- 
ruption of smooth, balanced reading occurs, the eye will take corrective 
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action following which the systems will quickly reestablish the 
preinterruption balance. Data were derived from 1,465 eye-voice 
span pairings furnished by eight subjects reading three passages 
aloud before the Gilbert Eye-Movement Camera. Experimental proce- 
dures and materials are described, and results are discussed. Both 
hypotheses were supported. Suggestions for future research, tables, 
figures, temporal eye-voice span charts for each subject for passage 
4, and an extensive bibliography are included. This document is 
available as Order No. 67-8562 from University Microfilms, Ann Ar- 
bor. Michigan 48106, for $3.00 in microfilm and $8.80 in hard copy. 
(KH) 
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A Directory of College and University Reading Clinics/Centers in 

the United States, 1966-67. 

By- Helms, Walter E. 

Lambuth Coll., Jackson, Tenn. 

Pub Date 67 

Document not available from EDRS. 

Descriptors- * Directories, ^Reading Centers, ^Reading Clinics, 
Jackson, Lambuth College, Remedial Reading Clinics, Tennessee. 

A listing of the addresses of reading clinics and centers and 
their directors is presented. The listing is based on a survey of 
accredited colleges and universities in the United States which are 
listed in the Educational Directory, 1965-66. The institutions are 
classified by type of reading program and are arranged alphabeti- 
cally by state. This document is available from Walter E. Helms, 
Lambuth College, Jackson, Tennessee. (RH) 
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First- Year Report on the Hegeler Project Reading Study. 

By- Hughes, Ann Thomas, Nellie 

Hegeler Foundation, La Salle, 111. 

6 Pub Date Mar 66 

Document not available from EDRS. 

Descriptors- #Basic Reading, ^Beginning Reading, ^Phonics, ^Text- 
books, Hegeler Foundation, Hegeler Project Reading Study, Illinois, 
La Salle, Reading Materials, Reading Skills, Writing Skills. 

In September 1964 the Hegeler Foundation conducted a widescale 
reading study to determine whether or not the correlated language 
arts program based on the "Open Court Basic Readers" would produce 
superior results in reading and writing achievement. The first— year 




results are presented. Thirty- two experimental classes and 32 con- 
trol classes in nine school systems in nine states were involved. 

The pupils studied were of comparable intelligence, age, and socio- 
economic background. The correlated language arts program was as 
to the experimental program which emphasized intensive phonics and 
writing and used the first reader of the 'Open Court Readers. T 
control program emphasized sight vocabulary and context clues and 
used readers other than the "Open Court Readers. Tests given were 
the Pintner-Cunningham Primary Test of Mental Ability and five sub- 
tests of the Stanford Achievement Test. Results indicated that th 
experimental program was significantly superior to the V P 

gram in five areas — word reading, paragraph meaning, vocabulary, 
word study skills, and spelling-for any intelligence or age level, 
for both sexes, under varied conditions, and even for remedia p 
poses. At the end of the school year, the 64 teachers involved re- 
ported the strengths and weaknesses of the program they used an 
evaluated pupil progress. The experimental teachers tended to 
more favorable comments. Tables and graphs are included. This docu- 
ment is published by the Hegeler Foundation, Box 399, La Salle, Illi- 
nois 61301. (ns) 
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Reading in Grades 7-12, A Handbook for Teachers and Administrators. 

By- Briggs, Daniel A. And Others 

Glassboro State Coll., N.J. ,, 

Pub Date 64 

Document not available from EDRS. 

Descriptors- "Reading Programs, ^Secondary* Grades, "Teaching Guides, 
Glassboro State College, New Jersey, Reading Instruction, Reading 

Skills. 

This handbook is designed to aid secondary school teachers who 
are called upon to teach reading along with their special subject, 
but who have had no college preparation for teaching the various 
reading skills. The contents include an overview of reading, de- 
velopmental reading, remedial programs, reading and the su jec ea 
er, administering a reading program, and evaluating a program. Chap- 
ter 1 provides the background information necessary for the teach- 
ing of reading skills. Chapters 2 and 3 differentiate between re- 
medial and developmental reading programs. The roles of the c ass- 
room teacher and the reading specialist are discussed. Chapter 4 
gives suggestions for combining reading instruction with the various 
secondary school subjects. A bibliography is included. This docu- 
ment is available for $1.50 from the Curriculum Development Council 
for Southern New Jersey, Glassboro State College, Glassboro, New 

Jersey. (RH) 
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The Development of a Classification Scheme of Contextual Aids. 

By- Ames, Wilbur S. 

International Reading Assn., Newark, Del. 

Pub Date 66 

Document not available from EDRS. 

Descriptors- ^Content Reading, Context Clues, ^Reading Comprehen- 
sion, ^Reading Research. 

A study was conducted to determine from the verbal responses 
of readers the types of contextual aids that serve as clues to the 
meanings that might be attached to simulated words and to classify 
these contextual aids on the basis of the elements of the verbal 
context that was utilized by the reader. An introspective tech- 
nique was used in collecting data. Subjects were 12 advanced grad- 
uate students pursuing Ph.D ’s in education. Twenty reading selec- 
tions were chosen from "The Saturday Evening Post" and the "Reader’s 
Digest." The particular contextual situations to be analyzed were 
randomly chosen — every 50th word in the text, provided that word 
was an adjective, an adverb, a noun, or a verb. A classification 
scheme of contextual aids containing 14 distinct categories was 
devised. It was concluded that it is possible to place the types 
of contextual aids that readers use into a classification scheme 
of substantial reliability. Tables and references are included. 

This article appeared in the "Reading Research Quarterly," Volume 
2, Number 1, Fall 1966. (RH) 
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A Reaction to Sister Mary Edward Dolan’s Linguistics in Teaching 
Reading . 

By- Barnhart, Clarence L. 

International Reading Assn., Newark, Del. 

Pub Date 67 

Document not available from EDRS. 

Descriptors- ^Linguistics, ^Reading Instruction, ^Research Reviews 
(Publications), ^Word Recognition, Grade 4> Linguistic Patterns, 
Orthographic Symbols, Reading Programs, Spelling. 

A reaction to Sister Mary Edward Dolan’s article, "Effects of 
a Modified Linguistics and Word Recognition Program on Fourth-Grade 
Reading Achievement," which appeared in the "Reading Research Quar- 
terly" and which describes the results of a 3-year experiment in 
teaching reading with a basal system to a control group of 10 class 
rooms and teaching reading with a modified linguistic system to 10 
classrooms is presented. A linguistic system is defined, and the 
extent to which it is modified in Sister Dolan’s experiment is 
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explained by the application of these two criteria of a linguistic 
system — the control of spelling patterns and the presentation of 
symbol-sound correlations in words. It is pointed out that the 
modified linguistic experiment in teaching reading carried out in 
Detroit did not meet either criterion. Further critical analysis 
is made, and it is concluded that the experiment of Sister Dolan 
provides a basis upon which further experimentation can be made. 
This article appeared in the "Reading Research Quarterly," Volume 
2, Number 3, Spring 1967. (BK) 
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English Orthography — Its Graphical Structure and Its Relation to 
Sound. 

By- Venezky, Richard L. 

International Reading Assn., Newark, Del. 

Pub Date 67 

Document not available from EDRS. 

Descriptors- ^English, ^Language Research, '^Language Typology, 
Orthographic Symbols, Graphemes, Morphemes, Morphophonemics, Phon- 
ology, Spelling, Vowels,. 

Sets of orthographic patterns based on an analysis of the spell 
ings and pronunciations of the 20,000 most common English words 
are organized and presented. Two basic sets of patterns are dis- 
cussed. The first pertains to the internal structure of the ortho- 
graphy — the classes of letters (graphemes) and the allowable se- 
quences of these letters (graphotactics ) . The second set contains 
those patterns which relate spelling to sound. Each functional 
orthographic unit is classed as a relational unit or a marker, de- 
pending upon whether it relates to sound itself or marks the func- 
tioning of some other unit. Relational units are mapped first onto 
an intermediate (morphophonemic ) level by one set of rules and then 
into sound by another set of rules, thus allowing a clear separation 
of rules based primarily upon orthographic considerations from those 
based primarily upon morphemic and phonemic considerations. This 
article appeared in the "Reading Research Quarterly," Volume 2, Num- 
ber 3, Spring 1967. (Author) 
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An Exploratory Study of Reading Skill Deficiencies and Psychiatric 
Symptoms in Emotionally Disturbed Children. 

By- Wilderson, Frank B. , Jr. 

International Reading Assn. , Newark, Del. 

Pub Date 67 

Document not available from EDRS. 
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Descriptors- ^Emotional Problems, ^Reading Difficulty, Emotionally 
Disturbed Children, University of Minnesota. 

Clinical and experimental evidence is presented which suggests 
the general hypothesis that specific reading disabilities are re- 
lated to symptomatic expressions of more central emotional disor- 
ders. Factors of reading dysfunction appear as characteristic phe- 
nomena associated with factors of other behavioral-emotional symp- 
toms in children. Intercorrelation matrices of reading related 
skills and psychiatric symptoms were factor analyzed separately and 
yielded four psychiatric and seven reading deficiency factors. An 
analysis of the correlations between sets of factors suggested that 
there is significant commonality across symptom domains to confirm 
predictions made in this area. Factor sets showing significant 
correlations are interpreted and discussed. The subjects were 50 
children between the ages of 9 and 14 years who had been referred 
to the Children’s Psychiatric Hospital, Ann Arbor, Michigan, for 
an evaluation of their emotional disorders. Each child underwent 
extensive psychological testing and psychiatric evaluation in addi- 
tion to reading assessment. This article appeared in the ’’Reading 
Research Quarterly,” Volume 2, Number 3, Spring 1967. (Author) 
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Some Psycholinguistic Correlates of Reading Disability in Young 
Children. 

By- McLeod, John 

International Reading Assn., Newark, Del. 

Pub Date 67 

Document not available from EDRS. 



Descriptors- "^Auditory Discrimination, ^Grade 2, ^Reading Research, 
^Retarded Readers, * Visual Discrimination, Verbal Learning, Visual 
Learning, Word Lists, Word Recognition. 

The ability of second graders to produce tachistoscopically 
presented letter sequences and discriminate and vocally reproduce 
auditorily presented words was studied in three experiments. The 
reading disability group was found to be significantly and consis- 
tently inferior to the control group in reproducing the visually 
presented letter sequences of zero—, first—, and second— order approxi- 
mations to printed English. Their deficiency was independent of 
the order of approximation. The reading disability group was also 
significantly inferior in vocally reproducing auditorily presented 
words which had been preceded by contexts of first— and third— order 
approximations to spoken English. However, the inferiority of the 
reading disability group was less marked when the stimulus words 
were preceded by the more redundant English context. No signifi- 
cant difference was found between the groups’ ability to vocally 






301 





reproduce isolated monosyllabic words > but the reading disability 
group was significantly inferior in discriminating between two mono- 
syllabic words which differed in only a single phoneme. The results 
are discussed within a psycholinguistic framework, and the child 
is conceptualized as a communication channel of limited capacity. ’ 
Tables and a bibliography are given. This article appeared in the 
"Reading Research Quarterly," Volume 2, Number 3, Spring 1967. 
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By- Dolan, Sister Mary Edward 
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Pub Date 66 

Document not available from EDRS. 

Descriptors- * Basic Reading, *Grade 4, ^Linguistics, ^Reading Achieve- 
ment, # Reading Research, Intelligence Differences, Matched Groups, 
Reading Instruction, Reading Programs, Reading Skills, Word Recog- 
nition. 

The reading achievement of fourth-grade students who were taught 
word recognition by either a basal approach or a basal approach with 
linguistic emphasis was investigated. A sample of 10 classrooms 
matched on intelligence, chronological age, and socioeconomic status 
was selected from school systems in Iowa and Michigan. The Lorge- 
Thorndike Nonverbal Intelligence Test, the Bond, Clymer, Hoyt Silent 
Reading Diagnostic Test, and the Gates Reading Survey were adminis- 
tered. Analysis of covariance, t tests, and multiple regression 
were used to analyze the data. Unadjusted mean scores indicated that 
the experimental group was superior in all skills except word synthe- 
sis. When intelligence was used as the covariate , . the experimental 
group was superior. The average and low mental ability groups bene- 
fited more from the experimental treatment than did the high ability 
group. The following three word recognition skills contributed sig- 
nificantly to rapid comprehension! synthesis, recognition of words 
in context, and phonetic knowledge. Most of the multiple correla- 
tions indicated that word recognition skills accounted for at least 
one half the variance in predicting reading ability. Further results, 
tables, and a bibliography are included. This article appeared in 
the "Reading Research Quarterly," Volume 1, Number 4, Summer 1966. 

(BK) 



43 . 



ED 014 4H 000 ^4° 

The Achievement of Pre-School Readers — Two Longitudinal Studies 
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International Reading Assn., Newark, Del. 
Document not available from EDRS. 



Pub Date 
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Descriptors- ^Early Reading, ^Reading Achievement, ^Reading Readi- 
ness, Reading Tests, University of Illinois. 

Two longitudinal studies of the effects of early reading on 
later achievement are reported. Early readers are children whose 
reading was the product of nonschooling, who identified 18 out of 
37 words on an oral test, and who could achieve a raw score on the 
Gates Primary Reading Tests. The 1958 study tested 49 early read- 
ers over a 6-year period and compared their achievement with that 
of equally intelligent nonear ly readers. The 1961 study examined 
the progress of 156 early readers over a 3-year period and also 
compared their achievement with that of nonearly readers. The tests 
used paralleled those used in the first study. The results for both 
studies indicated that beginning first graders differ greatly in 
what they can do and what they want to do and that the average achieve- 
ment of early readers with 5 or 6 years of schooling was significant- 
ly higher than the average achievement of nonearly readers of com- 
parable intelligence who had 6 years of schooling. The need for more 
flexible kindergarten programs is implied. The tabulated results are 
included in this report. This article appeared in the "Reading Re- 
search Quarterly," Volume 1, Number 4> Summer 1966. (NS) 
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The Delacato Interpretation of Neurological Organization. 

By- Robbins, Melvyn Paul 

International Reading Assn., Newark, Del. 

Pub Date 66 

Document not available from EDRS. 

Descriptors- #Grade 2, ^Lateral Dominance, * Neurology, * Reading 
Achievement, ^Reading Research, Arithmetic, Delacato Approach, In- 
dividual Development, Reading, Theories. 

The results from an experiment testing a series of six hypo- 
theses deduced from the Delacato interpretation of neurological or- 
ganization are presented. Subjects in the 3-mcnth study were second 
graders from the Chicago Archdiocesan School System who represented 
similar backgrounds and socioeconomic levels. Comparisons were made 
of the reading and lateral development among the three groups of 
second graders — the first group was exposed to the Delacato type 
program, the second was exposed to a nonspecific or placebo type 
program, and the third acted as traditional controls. In addition, 
a series of comparisons was made between reading and initial levels 
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of neurological organization and laterality. Post-tests were ad- 
ministered, and all three groups took the reading test. Members 
of the experimental group were also tested in arithmetic and lat- 
erality. The tests administered were the California Achievement 
Test, the California Test of Mental Maturity, the Harris Tests of 
Lateral Dominance, and a creeping test. Chi square, correlation, 
analysis of variance, and analysis of covariance were used to ana- 
lyze the data. The results did not support the rejection of any 
of the six null hypotheses which suggested that the Delacato type 
program did not enhance the lateral reading development of the sub- 
jects and that the postulated relationship between neurological 
organization and reading could not be supported by this study. This 
article appeared in the ’’Reading Research Quarterly, ” Volume 1, 
Number 3> Spring 1966. (BK) 
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Reports on the effectiveness of the Initial Teaching Alphabet 
(i.t.a.) for instruction in beginning reading should be considered 
with caution. Since no detailed description of the experimental 
designs used is available, educators fail to assess results objec- 
tively and are misled by dramatic gains which refer to special con- 
ditions. Hawthorne effects or the effects of an awareness of be- 
ing observed are likely to be present in both experimental and con- 
trol groups. It is suggested that unless i.t.a. experimental de- 
signs have more than one experimental group and have a control group 
that continues with its normal activities and is unaware of being 
a part of the total experiment, results will merely indicate that 
reading gains increase when a reading drive is in effect. This ar- 
ticle appeared in the ’’Reading Research Quarterly,” Volume 1, Num- 
ber 3> Spring 1966. (NS) 
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Data relevant to the following three questions were drawn from 
27 individual studies comprising the cooperative research program 
in first-grade reading instruction: (l) to what extent are various 

pupil, teacher, class, school, and community characteristics re- 
lated to achievement in first-grade reading and spelling, (2) which 
approach to initial reading instruction produces superior reading 
and spelling achievement at the end of the first grade, and ( 3 ) 
is any program uniquely effective or ineffective for pupils with 
high or low readiness for reading. The instructional approaches 
evaluated include the basal, the basal plus phonics, the i.t.a., 
the linguistic, the language experience, and the phonic/linguistic. 
The ability to recognize letters of the alphabet prior to beginning 
reading was the single best predictor of first-grade reading achieve- 
ment. An analysis of methodology indicated that the various non- 
basal instructional programs tended to be superior to basal programs 
as measured by word recognition skills after one year of reading 
instruction. Differences between basal and nonbasal programs were 
less consistent when comprehension, spelling, rate of accuracy of 
reading, and word study skills were evaluated. No method was es- 
pecially effective or ineffective for pupils of high or low readi- 
ness. Tables, a review of the literature, and a bibliography are 
included. This article appeared in the ’'Reading Research Quarterly," 
Volume 2, Number 4> Summer 1967. (RH) 
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The role of the language arts in educating citizens for the 
future is discussed. It is imperative to help citizens develop 
abilities and skills which will enable them to cope with life's 
problems in a rapidly changing world. Knowledge, a sense of values, 
self-involvement, and a sense of wonder should be developed in to- 
day's student so that he will better understand tomorrow's world. 

He must acquire accurate and up-to-date knowledge of every aspect 
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of his universe. He must be aware that values differ in other cul- 
tures. He must have the flexibility to accept inevitable changes, 
the resourcefulness to create needed change, a sincere interest in 
differences, and an insight into relationships. Finally, he must 
keep alive a sense of wonder. All these abilities depend on think- 
ing of the highest level and on the four facets of communication — 
listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Language arts, there- 
fore, becomes the basic tool in educating citizens for the future 
world. This article is published in ’’Reading and Thinking, Proceed- 
ings of the 22nd Annual Reading Institute at Temple University,” 
Temple University, Philadelphia, Pa., 1965. ( NS) 
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Word perception is discussed not as a mechanical tool but as 
a thinking process. How individuals perceive printed forms depends 
on the stage of development of their reading abilities. The begin- 
ning reader proceeds on the basis of word forms he recognizes as 
wholes. Later he uses context and picture clues, verbal context, 
general configurations, significant details, and known word elements. 
The transitional reader gradually acquires basic immediate recogni- 
tion vocabulary, more spontaneous response to printed forms, and 
word-analysis techniques. He uses these aids less and less as he 
approaches maturity in reading. In developing word-analysis tech- 
niques, the learner should accumulate experience in word perception, 
move through a process of abstraction, and finally generalize with 
principles which guide analysis of unknown word forms. Word per- 
ception, therefore, is not merely a mechanical tool. It is a think- 
ing process. Effective instruction in this facet of reading should 
use known words, follow a sequential pattern, proceed along heuris- 
tic lines, use true generalizations, provide adequate experience 
in applying the techniques, and aim for spontaneous word recogni- 
tion. This paper is published in ’’Reading and Thinking, Proceedings 
of the 22nd Annual Reading Institute at Temple University,” Temple 
University, Philadelphia, Pa., 1965. (NS) 
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Reading and thinking are not always distinct from each other, 
although each represents different functions and uses. The prob- 
lem is not whether the two are synonymous, but how much teachers 
should tell students and how much students should discover for them- 
selves. Recent studies show that children are capable of apply- 
ing elementary skills of cognitive functioning, even at an early 
age. All students, therefore, must be given the opportunity to 
act, to discover, and to make judgments through a reading-thinking 
process. To read is to deal with cognitive structures through assim- 
ilation and accomodation. Reading is accompanied by developmental 
changes as assimilation-accomodation relationships evolve. Reading 
is a continuous process of cognitive functioning which involves 
concept formation as well as categorization. To acquire concepts, 
the student uses intellectual functions which lead him to categor- 
ize. Hence, reading instruction should be a directed reading- think- 
ing activity and should allow students to be articulate, to act de- 
liberately, and to use these intellectual functions. This article 
is published in "Reading and Thinking, Proceedings of the 22nd An- 
nual Reading Institute at Temple University," Temple University, 
Philadelphia, Pa., 1965- (NS) 
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In order to teach reading as a thinking process, teachers 
should believe that children can think and can be taught to read 
critically, even at a very young age. Three aspects of the read- 
ing-thinking process include declaration of purposes, reasoning, 
and judgment. The nature of the purposes determines what is to 
be read and how it is to be read. Reasoning while reading involves 
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the manipulation of ideas to discover logical relationships which 
eventually lead the reader to make judgments. A fourth aspect might 
be the refinement and extension of ideas. The directed reading- 
thinking activity plan is suggested for use with a group using the 
same materials at the same time under teacher guidance. The plan 
involves (l) identifying purposes for reading, (2) guiding the ad- 
justment of rate to purpose and material, (3) observing, ( 4 ) devel- 
oping comprehension, and (5) conducting fundamental skill training 
activities. The plan proceeds on the assumption that children are 
capable of thinking, acting purposefully, examining, using experi- 
ence and knowledge, weighing facts, making judgments, having inter- 
ests, learning, understanding, and making generalizations. This 
paper is in "Reading and Thinking, Proceedings of the 22nd Annual 
Reading Institute at Temple University,” Temple University, Phila- 
delphia, Pa., 1965. (NS) 
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Intellectual, educational, neurological, physiological, psy- 
chological, and sociological factors in various patterns of inter- 
relationships influence the thinking process. Individuals differ 
in the concepts they hold and in their use of these concepts because 
of variations in intelligence and background of experience. The 
range and level of concepts they have influence their reaction to 
situations. Hence, experience and concept formation play funda- 
mental roles in the development of thinking abilities. These in 
turn are influenced by the physical, emotional, and social status 
of the individual. Poor health, neurological involvement, and ex- 
treme emotions handicap thinking abilities. The environment an 
individual grows up in develops in him a personality that makes 
him either receptive to or resistant to learning. A favorable en- 
vironment provides for oral language development and encourages 
independent thought and action. None of the factors mentioned will 
seriously affect thinking abilities unless they operate together or 
contribute to one another. This paper is published in "Reading and 
Thinking, Proceedings of the 22nd Annual Reading Institute at Temple 
University," Temple University, Philadelphia, Pa., 1965. (NS) 
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In a three-stage study of the effects of the phonic and look- 
say methods of reading on the transfer of reading skills, 60 kin- 
dergarten children were divided into a letter group, a word group, 
and a control group. Materials used were six graphemes designed, 
differently from English letters and assigned to six single English 
phonemes. During stage one, all groups were trained on left to 
right reading and phonic blending. During stage two, training was 
given on verbal response to printed symbol which varied in treat- 
ment among the groups. Testing for transfer and for grapheme-pho- 
neme associations was done during stage three. No significant dif- 
ference was found between the performance of the letter group and 
the word group during initial training, but the letter group was 
superior to the other two groups in the amount of transfer. While 
most of the letter group subjects responded correctly to grapheme- 
phoneme associations, few of the word group and few of the control, 
group subjects did. Sex and intelligence were not significant vari- 
ables in initial training, but intelligence was significant in trans- 
fer. These findings indicate that the phonic method was. superior 
to the look-say method. However, the phonic method alone would' prob- 
ably not have been as effective if it were not supplemented by phonic 
blending. This article is a reprint from "Journal of Verbal Learn- 
ing and Verbal Behavior,*’ Volume 6, Number 3, June 1967. (NS) 
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To determine what effect intralist similarity and stimulus 
isolation would have on the Von Restorff effect, isolated stimulus 




terms were presented in red and nonisolated stimulus terms were 
presented in black. Subjects were 60 first graders. The paired- 
associate anticipation procedure was used. Acquisition trials and 
transfer tests were given for each of three lists of two— letter 
words constructed with an artificial alphabet. Orthogonal compari- 
sons indicated significant differences favoring isolated over non- 
isolated words on the high stimulus similarity list. For the low 
stimulus similarity list, differences between means for nonisolated 
and formerly isolated words were not significant. When discrimina- 
tion on the basis of letter form was easier, color was a less impor- 
tant cue. For the three lists, it appeared that during acquisition, 
subjects tended to use letter form as a cue for response even for 
isolated words. This paper is a reprint from "Proceedings of the 
75th Annual Convention of the American Psychological Association, 
1967," APA, Washington, D.C. (MG ) 
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Conversion tables are presented for estimating reading achieve- 
ment (reading grade level as measured by the California Achieve- 
ment Test and scaled score as measured by the Davis Reading Test) 
from the Airman Qualifying Examination General Aptitude Index. Dis- 
tributions of estimated reading grade are shown for non-prior-ser- 
vice airmen entering the air force in 1964 and 1965 for the total 
group and for subgroups split on years of education completed. Dis- 
tributions of estimated reading grade are also represented by career 
field for airmen assigned to 29 career fields. It is pointed out 
that a wide' range of reading ability was found within each career 
field and that the career fields differed considerably with respect 
to average reading ability. The implications for the writing of 
career development courses and technical manuals are discussed. 

This document is available from the Defense Documentation Center 
AS AD 632 182. (Author) 
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Eight reading readiness factors were examined with regard to 
their importance as perceived by male and female teachers with ele- 
mentary experience (ELEM), secondary experience (NOELEM), and no 
experience (NOTEACH). Each of the groups was able to rank the fac- 
tors with some significant consistency, although within-group varia- 
tion was large. High ranks by the ELEM group were given to mental 
age, background of experience, and emotional adjustment. Health, 
hearing, and school adjustment received low rankings. The NOELEM 
group ranked vision and background high and ranked health, hearing, 
and school adjustment low. Emotional adjustment, mental age, and 
vision were ranked high by the NOTEACH group who ranked hearing and 
school adjustment low. References are provided. This article is 
a reprint from "Perceptual and Motor Skills," Volume 24, 1967. 
(Author) 
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A well-equipped and adequately staffed school library can help 
improve instruction and can be the center of learning by providing 
extensive enrichment materials. The school library is a necessary 
part of every school. The American Library Association (ALA) recom- 
mends standards based on school size, and the Knapp Foundation spon- 
sors school library development projects through the ALA. These 
developments indicate the growing interest in nationwide school library 
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projects. However, there is a great need for properly trained per- 
sonnel, for more space, and more allocations. The school library 
program should be coordinated with the entire school curriculum 
in order to structure teaching units, to meet special student needs, 
and to promote professional relations. The school library’s work 
should be related to community needs through the Parent Teachers 
Association. This paper is published in ’’Reading and Thinking, Pro- 
ceedings of the 22nd Annual Reading Institute at Temple University,” 
Temple University, Philadelphia, Pa., 1965. (NS) 
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The effects of familiarity on the processing of stimulus and 
memorial information were investigated in two tasks — one which sup- 
posedly required only the perceptual recognition of each stimulus 
word (E task) and one which required a meaningful categorization of 
each stimulus word (C task). Fifty University of Michigan under- 
graduates who were paid volunteers served as subjects. The target 
sets of words were defined by enumeration (E) and by category mem- 
bership (C), and their size was 1, 2, or 4* Response time was the 
dependent variable . Target and nontarget words varied in familiar- 
ity. An analysis of variance indicated that all reaction time curves 
were characterized by a steeper slope between 1 and -2 targets than 
between 2 and 4 targets. Subjects responded to the second occurrence 
of a word faster than they did to the first occurrence. The memory 
process rather than the recognition process seemed to be sensitive 
to the familiarity variation. In the C task it appeared that famil- 
iarity affected both the retrieval and testing of the stored infor- 
mation about the meanings of the stimulus words. Appendixes, tables, 
and a bibliography are included. This document is available from the 
Clearninghouse for Federal Scientific and Technical Information as 
AD 656 715. (BK) 
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Four articles on individualized reading and self-selection 
reprinted from "Childhood Education" and "Reading," the journal . 
and bulletin of the Association for Childhood Education Internation- 
al ( ACEI ) , are presented. The first article is a discussion of self- 
selection, of the teacher’s role in providing opportunities for self- 
selection, and of the child’s responsibility in deciding what to 
read when. The second article contends that progress through self- 
selection is unlimited because slow as well as fast readers are en- 
couraged and challenged when permitted to read at their own rate in 
as many areas as they choose. This is made possible by a permissive 
program in a carefully planned environment which provides for every 
child's abilities, needs, and interests. The third article shows 
two ways of looking at individualized reading. The principal recog- 
nizes the need for administrators to allow teachers to seek new and 
better ways of teaching reading. The teacher views individualized 
reading instruction as a combination of a variety of approaches. 

The last article suggests that individualized reading is an attitude, 
that children are human and that reading is a human experience. This 
is available as 1959-60 Reprint Service Bulletin No. 29 from the 
Association for Childhood Education International, 3615 Wisconsin 
Ave., Northwest, Washington, D.C. 20016 for $0.50. (NS) 
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This selective compilation of inexpensive children's books is 
a revision of the 1965 edition of "Children's Books for $1.25 or Less. 
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Annotated entries include the title, author, illustrator, publisher, 
and price. Titles are arranged alphabetically and classified into 
18 areas, from Alphabet and Counting Books to Verses, Rhymes, and 
Poetry. A few books whose price is in excess of but close to the 
price range are included as valuable books by the 1967 Revision Com- 
mittee. A title index and an index of publishers provide complete 
addresses. This selective listing of paperback titles and books in 
cardboard binding is published to guide elementary teachers, librar- 
ians, and parents in selecting books for children. This document is 
available as Bulletin No. 36 from the Association for Childhood Edu- 
cation International, 3615 Wisconsin Avenue, Washington, D. C. 20016 
for $0.75. (NS) 
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The problem is introduced in its historical background. The 
Substrata-Factor Theory is presented with its statistical model, 
its assumptions, and their rationale. A criticism of the last step 
in substrata analysis is entertained, rejected as irrelevant, and, 
therefore, invalid because explanations of the cause or causes of 
a correlation must follow naturally from the basic assumptions of 
the theoretical model wherein it is used. The theory assumes, in 
keeping with the mathematical definition, that a correlation express- 
es a mutual relationship between intact variables and need not ap- 
peal to the overlapping of identical and independent elements — the 
basic assumption underlying the criticism. Assumptions are support- 
ed by mathematical, psychometric, and neurological evidence. A 
bibliography is included. This article appeared in "Reading Research 
Quarterly," Volume 1, Number 1, Fall 1965. (Author) 
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The developmental hypothesis of the Substrata-Factor Theory 
was tested by determining whether substrata factors at successively 
higher grade levels have systematic changes in magnitude and/or 
organizational position. A battery of tests was administered to 
927 students in grades 3 through 6 from 6 schools in California. 

The tests measured mental ability, listening comprehension, linguis- 
tic meaning, word recognition, and visual and auditory perception. 

The resulting correlation matrices confirmed the hypothesis. The 
statistically determined structure of substrata factors at each 
grade level was formed into a developmental model of an average, 
individual's general working system for attaining speed of reading. 
Theoretical and instructional implications were drawn from the re- 
sults. A bibliography, figures, and tables are included. This 
article appeared in "Reading Research Quarterly," Volume 1, Number 
1, Fall 1965. (BK) 
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The first year of a 3 -y©ar project entitled "Comparing Reading 
Approaches in First Grade Teaching with Disadvantaged Children" 

(CRAFT) is reported. CRAFT compares a skills-centered approach 
with a language -experience approach to teaching reading. Variations 
of the skills-centered approach are the basal reader method and the 
phonovisual technique which is an intensive phonics program using 
basal readers. The language-experience approach uses two groups 
which differ only in the amount and type of audiovisual materials 
used. About 1,000 children from 12 schools in three Negro neighbor- 
hoods in New York City were taught with one of the four methods for 
140 days by teachers who received intensive training on these tech- 
niques. Instructional time was equalized among the four methods, 
and reading time and time for supportive activities were distinguished. 
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Teachers filled out daily time logs for 5 consecutive teaching days 
from January through May, 1965 . Results showed that the basal-read- 
der approach was significantly superior in developing reading com- 
prehension and positive attitudes toward reading. The audiovisual 
variation of the language-experience approach proved more effective 
than the regular approach. Only instructional reading time posi- 
tively influenced reading achievement for all methods. This article 
appeared in "Reading Research Quarterly," Volume 2, Number 1. Fall 
1966. (NS) 1 
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A reaction to John Downing's report on the i/t/a reading experi- 
ment is presented. Downing assumed that there was no significant 
difference between the experimental and control groups on important 
variables, based on the results of the Kilmogorov-Smirnov Test. It 
is claimed, however, that the test used is appropriate for smaller 
samples. A more reliable method for larger samples is the tradition- 
al standard error technique which would indicate signigicant differ- 
ences between the two groups. The Kilmogorov-Smirnov Test has 95 
percent of the power efficiency of the standard error technique, and 
this level declines as the sample increases. To get the maximum 
power efficiency, the Kilmogorov-Smirnov Test requires that data be 
grouped over as many intervals as possible. It is pointed out that 
Downing failed to do this. Thus, inappropriate use of the test fail- 
ed to show actual differences in age and intelligence between the 
two groups. If the appropriate method were used, the data would not 
support claims regarding the superiority and usefulness of i/t/a. 

Data would indicate that the experimental group is more ready to 
learn to read regardless of the method used. This article appeared 
in "Reading Research Quarterly," Volume 2, Nimber 1, Fall 1966. (NS) 
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A reaction to the critique concerning i/t/a prepared by Marsh 
and published in the "Reading Research Quarterly," Fall 1966, is 
presented. In the authors’ opinions, many of Marsh’s assumptions 
were faulty because of inadequate information, and the assumption 
that the i/t/a students received more and better materials and in- 
struction is unfounded because of the lack of i/t/a material during 
the initial phase of the experiment. The effects of the British 
experiment should be held in abeyance until the final report is 
completed. Variables which have been uncontrolled in educational 
research in general were uncontrolled in the i/t/a experiment. Re- 
ferences are included. This article appeared in "Reading Research 
Quarterly," Volume 3, Number 1, Fall 1967. (BK) 
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The implications of research in the vision sciences for reading 
instruction are discussed on the basis of (l) studies on the percep- 
tual behavior of children and the effect of language directionality 
on perception, (2) studies on visual characteristics, (3) studies on 
the relationship between motor coordination and reading ability, (4) 
longitudinal studies on children's vision, and (5) studies on visual 
perception. These investigations have resulted in more careful vi- 
sion screening, further investigation of the effect of visual train- 
ing procedures for correcting functional difficulties, and more at- 
tention for the perceptual habits of different types of readers. 
However, implementation in classroom procedures and instructional 
materials is still needed. Studies on visual perception offer justi- 
fications for the use of the whole method in beginning reading and 
the synthetic method in later stages, and for providing three-dimen- 
sional experiences during beginning reading. These studies also re- 
late to two problems in reading instruction: (l) the effect of dif- 
ferent techniques on perceptual behavior, and (2) how to adapt in- 
struction to produce desirable perceptual patterns. Bibliographic 
data on studies cited are included. This paper will be published in 
the 1967 yearbook of the National Reading Conference. ( NS) 
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Previous studies report that children who are good readers 
differ in response consensuality from poor readers in a word-asso- 
ciation task involving verbal or pictorial stimuli. To determine 
whether this nonconsensuality exists among adults from different 
reading levels, 15 adults were randomly chosen from each of three 
groups: (l) an adult basic group reading below the third-grade lev- 

el, (2) a vocational group at the high school reading level, and (3) 
a university group. Twenty-five black and white line drawings of 
common objects were presented on cards, and the subjects were asked 
to write the first association that occurred to them. Each subject’s 
responses were scored twice. For the first scoring, the university 
group served as control. Then each subject’s responses were scored 
with his own group as control. A consensuality score consisted of 
the total points accumulated. Results showed that regardless of 
the scoring scheme used, the university group’s mean consensuality 
score differed from the scores of other groups, and the vocational 
group’s score differed from that of the adult basic group. Evidently, 
children and adults who are poor readers tend to respond idiosyncrat- 
ically. This paper will be published in the 1967 yearbook of the 
National Reading Conference. (NS) 
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Conflicting views concerning reading rate are presented. The 
claims made by proponents of different methods or programs and the 
use of mechanical devices to increase reading rate are major issues. 
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Claims are made that most experimental studies are merely descrip- 
tive studies, and that others lack pilot studies and adequate control 
groups. Related to these problems is the measurement of reading 
rate and the interpretation of results Some investigators suggest 
that reading rate should be correlated with comprehension. Others 
recommend the residual gains method, and still others urge counting 
syllables. The need for an acceptable definition of reading rate is 
major, since the definition determines how the skill will be measured. 
Other problems are: (l) the effect of personality interaction, of 

individual differences, of operant conditioning, (2) the merits of 
each technique or program aside from increasing reading rate, (3) 
followup studies, (4) when instruction on reading rate should begin, 
(5) prediction, and (6) the problem of comprehension and flexibility. 
An extensive bibliography is included. This paper will be published 
in the 1967 yearbook of the National Reading Conference. ( NS ) 
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A pilot program is being conducted at Hofstra University in 
Hempstead, New York, through the joint efforts of its Reading Cen- 
ter and History Department. This coordinated history-reading pro- 
gram for college freshmen was developed to investigate the causes 
of students’ difficulties in a course requiring extensive reading, 
to analyze the content of a freshman history course, and to improve 
the reading and study skills of college freshmen taking this course. 
Four instructors analyzed the content of the history course and the 
reading problems of the students and then planned the content and 
structure of the coordinated course. Four history sections of 30 
students each are being conducted. . Two sections have 15 students 
each attending the coordinated course on a voluntary basis. The other 
two sections have 15 students each participating as a control group 
this term. These students will be the experimental students next 
term. In addition to attendance in the regular history course, the 
experimental students meet once a week at the Reading Center for 3 
hours of instruction and practice in reading skills, note taking, 
and study techniques using special materials to supplement the con- 
tent of the history course. Performances in the two courses are 
graded separately and credited. This paper will be published in the 
1967 yearbook of the National Reading Conference. (NS) 
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The role of the clinical psychologist as a psychotherapist who 
deals with the emotional and learning difficulties of college stu- 
dents is discussed. Psychotherapy is provided after an extensive 
psychological evaluation which includes the administration of other 
projective tests is made. This evaluation provides the psychologist 
some information on the student's thinking and behavior, personality, 
intelligence level, achievement level, and the possible emergence of 
a thinking disorder*. Once it is established that the learning dif- 
ficulties are caused by emotional conflicts, psychotherapy can be 
planned. The psychologist has to contend with, among other problems, 
the student's refusal to recognize the relationship between his learn 
ing difficulties and his emotional conflicts. This paper will be 
published in the 1967 yearbook of the National Reading Conference. 
(NS) 
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Specialized instruction provided for individual students or 
small groups of student, s in order to improve academic progress and 
personal adjustment to classroom work is discussed. Tutoring is 
considered the heart of the remedial and clinical reading program 
in a college reading laboratory. Data from questionnaires sent to 
40 college reading clinics are summarized in terms of the percentage 
of disabled readers, treatment, and clinic personnel. The cost of 




services, diagnostic techniques , and basic plans for remedial train- 
ing are presented in the interest of assisting potential dropouts 
and stimulating gifted students. References are included. This paper 
will be published in the 1967 yearbook of the National Reading Con- 
ference. (MC) 
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A review of 124 articleg pertaining to college and adult read- 
ing which appeared in the periodical literature is presented. The 
articles are treated within the following areas: (1) programs, in- 

cluding reading and study habits, traits, and skills, (2) the J- n u ~ 
ence of reading, study habits, and skills, (3) the factors inf uenc- 
ing reading and other study habits and skills, and (4) miscellaneous, 
including tests, newspapers, readability, and other areas. 
paper will be published in the 1967 yearbook of the National Reading 

Conference. (JM) 
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A symposium discussion of the cloze procedure is presented. 

Six participants discussed the research, the potential uses of cloze 
measurement, and the limitations and problems concerning cloze mea- 
surement. References are included. This symposium will be publish- 
ed in the yearbook of the Reading Conference. (BK) 
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A revision of the readability graph with directions for its use 
and validity data are presented. The use of the graph involves word 
samples, number of sentences, and number of syllables. The latter 
two are plotted on a graph to ascertain grade levels. The correla- 
tions of the readability graph with the Dale-Chall, Flesch, and 
Spache formulas are reported. A sample graph, tables, and refer- 
ences are included. This paper will be published in the 1967 year- 
book of the National Reading Conference. ( BK ) 
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The status of teachers ' vowel phonics competencies since the 
period 1957-58* the regional differences in teachers’ knov/ledge of 
vowel phonics generalizations, and teachers’ understanding of these 
generalizations were investigated. The Arron Vowel Phonics Test 
was administered to 198 graduate students at Oregon State University, 
Corvallis, Oregon, to 62 undergraduate students at Lamar State Col- 
lege of Technology in Beaumont, Texas, and to 20 seniors at Culver- 
Stockton College, Canton, Missouri, during the period 1962-67. These 
students were taking courses in remedial and developmental reading. 
Results were compared with a retroactive analysis of the results of 
the same test administered to 293 students at University of Georgia 
during the period 1957-58. The results revealed an improvement in 
teachers’ knowledge of vowel phonics generalizations in the 1962 to 
1967 period. There was evidence of regional differences in teachers’ 
knowledge of these generalizations, since Texans tended to know more' 
than the West Coasters, the Oregonians, or the Georgians of the 1957 
to 1958 group. In general, the teachers tended to comprehend the 
less useful vowel phonics generalizations. This paper will be pub- 
lished in the 1967 yearbook of the National Reading Conference. (NS) 
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The full texts of invitational addresses given at the 1965 
International Reading Association (IRA) convention in Detroit, 
Michigan, by six recipients of IRA citation awards are presented. 
Gates suggests steps IRA should take to revive and redirect read- 
ing research. McCallister discusses the implications of the chang- 
ing and expanding vocabulary of professional literature and the 
need to compile and clarify these terms. Smith traces the influ- 
ences which are responsible for the present status of American 
reading instruction from the early period of religious emphasis to 
the present period of expanding knowledge and technical revolution. 
Strang outlines the reading process and stresses the need to recog- 
nize the interacting aspects of product, prerequisites, process, 
and procedures, in order to understand an individual’s reading 
development. Tinker describes how children perceive words as they 
begin to learn to read and how they progress to more mature per- 
ception. Witty discusses some aspects of reading instruction for 
the disadvantaged. Each address is accompanied by a brief sketch 
of the recipient’s accomplishments. Some bibliographies are in- 
cluded. This document is published by the International Reading 
Association, Newark, Delaware. (NS) 
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The phonemic behavior of all vowel-pair single graphemes found 
in 17,310 common English words was studied, and the phonemic be- 
havior of vowel-pair graphemes frequently found in this sample was 
analyzed. The grapheme to phoneme relationship for each possible 
vowel pair in the English language was examined. Tables show the 
frequency and percent of occurrence of each vowel-pair grapheme, 
the percent of occurrence of the three most common phonemes, and 
the total frequency of occurrence, including frequency of occurrence 
of the three most common phonemes. It was concluded that the first 
vowel may dominate the second, that the two vowels may cooperate 
or blend, that a new sound may be created, and that vowel-pairs 
may separate. Areas where restraint should be exercised in the 
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teaching of commonly found generalizations are suggested. Only 
vowel-pairs which represented a single phoneme were analyzed. Ref- 
erences are included. This paper was presented at the American 
Educational Research Association Conference (Chicago, February 
6-10, 1968). It also appeared in ’’The Reading Teacher,” Volume 
21, Number 5 t February 1968. (JM) 
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Two hundred twenty-eight college students enrolled in a de- 
velopmental reading program participated in a study to explore the 
relationships between values, reading rate, and the comprehension 
gains made in developmental reading programs by college students. 
Students met voluntarily for a total of 16 hours of instruction. 

The Nelson-Denny Reading Test, Form A, and the Allport- Vernon- 
Lindzey Study of Values, Third Edition, were administered as part 
of the pretest. The Nelson-Denny Reading Test, Form B, was given 
as part of the post-test. The six basic types of man’s values as 
developed by the Allport-Vernon-Lindzey scales are the theoretical, 
the economic, the esthetic, the social, the political, and the 
religious. The only value scale significant for both men and women 
is the correlation between rate gained and theoretical. For college 
men, rate gains and theoretical values were positively correlated 
and rate gains and esthetic were negatively correlated. For college 
women, rate gains and theoretical values were positively correlated, 
while comprehension gains and economic and comprehension gains and 
political values were negatively correlated. The theoretical, 
economic, esthetic, and social values were significantly differ- 
ent for both sexes, while the political and religious values did 
not distinguish between college men and women in this sample. Sep- 
arate norms for the sexes for reporting values and reading scores 
are suggested. Statistical data are included. This paper will 
appear in the 1967 Yearbook of the National Reading Conference. (JM) 
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The efficiency of machine versus nonmachirie instruction in 
reading improvement programs for adults was appraised. Pretests 
and post- tests were used to measure rate, vocabulary, and compre- 
hension for 60 randomly selected adults enrolled in four classes. 
Subjects followed individualized procedure with prescribed materi- 
als, prepared home assignments, and attended lectures. Special 
machine-aided training for the experimental group was the single 
variable. Results indicated no significant differences among the 
classes for any area of investigation. References are listed. 

This paper will be published in the 1967 Yearbook of the National 
Reading Conference. (MC) 
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A bibliography suitable for use with adult groups and indi- 
viduals who are illiterate, functionally illiterate, or whose read- 
ing skills are latent or underdeveloped was compiled by the Committee 
on Reading Improvement for Adults of the American Library Associa- 
tion Adult Services Division. This list represents a completely 
edited and annotated revision of a list originally distributed in 
the "Wilson Library Bulletin," September 1965. Films, recordings, 
and programed materials are not included. The books are listed 
under elementary or intermediate reading levels. Materials cover 
a range of interests including basic adult education, family life, 
job information, personal and community problems, inspirational 
and pleasurable reading. Children's books are included when appeal, 
subject matter, and format seem appropriate for adult use. A mini- 
mum of instructional materials, especially workbooks, has been in- 
cluded when the materials have self-study value. This bibliography 
appeared in "The Booklist and Subscription Books Bulletin," Decem- 
ber 1, 1967. It is available as a reprint from the Adult Services 
Division, American Library Association, 50 E. Huron Street, Chicago, 
111. 60611. Up to nine copies are free, 10 or more cost 10 cents 
each. (JM) 
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The Indiana Reading Quarterly aims to provide a communica- 
tion link with the various local councils scattered throughout the 
state. Most of the articles should interest Indiana’s classroom 
teachers, since the journal’s major focus is reading instruction 
in Indiana. Most of the articles will be written by educators in 
Indiana. Volume A of the quarterly includes an article attempt- 
ing to clarify the certification of reading specialists and a dis- 
cussion of the use of audiovisual techniques in the teaching of 
reading. The activities of the Northwest Multi-Service Education 
Center are reported. A diagnostic instrument for classroom use 
is described, and International Reading Association news and sketch- 
es of keynote speakers for the annual reading conference are includ- 
ed. This journal is available from the Coeditor, Indiana Reading 
Quarterly, 233 Pine Hall, Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana 
47401. Subscriptions are $2.00 for students and members of the 
Indiana State Council, and $3*00 for nonmembers and libraries. 

Single copies are $.75. (MC) 
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A simplified method of phonics utilizing the Gestalt method 
of learning is presented. The words in this course in phonics are 
to be taught at a time different from the reading classes, but the 
principles developed are to be applied within the reading classes. 
The course can be used with any basic text and stresses the ability 





of children to comprehend sentences through the use of context 
clues and sounding of words. Timing is considered one of the most 
important considerations in teaching phonics. Syllabication is 
taught only to improve spelling. The course work consists of eye 
and ear training and lesson charts. The charts and explanations 
and directions for their use are included. This document is avail 
able from the author, Anchorage Schools, Anchorage, Alaska. (BK) 
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A simplified method of phonics utilizing the Gestalt method 
of learning is presented. The words in this course in phonics are 
to be taught at a time different from the reading classes, but the 
principles developed are to be applied during the reading classes. 
The course can be used with any basic text and stresses the ability 
of children to comprehend sentences through the use of context 
clues and sounding of words. Timing is considered one of the most 
important considerations in teaching phonics. The following are 
examples of the skills taught in this courses plurals, vowels, 
contractions, accent, schwa, and blend. The course work consists 
of eye and ear training and lesson charts. The charts and explana- 
tions and directions for their use are included. This document is 
available from the author, Anchorage Schools, Anchorage, Alaska. 
(BK) 
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This volume of the 1966 Hofstra University Reading Conference 
proceedings advances the thesis that the success of the school 
reading program depends on the cooperative efforts of the school 
administrators, the teachers, and the parents. Ten articles de- 
scribe the administrator’s role in selecting the philosophy of the 
school reading program, in organizing the reading program, in con- 
ducting inservice training for teachers, and in providing leader- 
ship for the classroom teachers. Model reading programs for the 
elementary, junior high, and senior high levels are presented with 
a model public school clinical program. Seven articles explain how 
parents can contribute to the school reading program, how they can 
help their children develop readiness for school and for reading, 
how they should interpret school reports on their children’s achieve- 
ment, and how they can help children with reading difficulties. This 
volume is available from Hofstra University, Hempstead, Long Island, 
New York 11550. (NS) 
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Sixteen articles present discussions of the role of the library 
and children’s literature in the total school reading program. The 
articles offer suggestions for building positive attitudes in read- 
ing, planning the literature program, using basal readers to foster 
reading, stimulating reading habits, and developing the library 
skills and reading skills needed for independent reading. Some 
bi oliographical aids for story telling and a model research unit 
are included. The proceedings of this conference are available 
from Hofstra University, Hempstead, Long Island, New York 11550. 

(NS) 
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A program in beginning reading and listening skills, including 
comprehension of written and spoken language, is described. The 
program is designed to accomplish clearly defined instructional 
goals and is constantly evaluated and revised in light of actual 
classroom experience. Individuals from regional educational agen- 
cies, universities, and industry collaborate in the preparation of 
materials. Teachers are involved in all activities related to the 
project. Program time is divided between the acquisition of auditory 
and sight recognition skills and comprehension. A vocabulary of 90 
regularly spelled words chosen by linguists on the basis of compo- 
nent sounds is used for the induction of concepts underlying pho- 
nics and spelling and for vocabulary expansion with new words of 
similar component sounds. The project is an on-going experiment. 

This document is available from the Southwest Regional Laboratory 
for Educational Research and Development, 11300 La Cienega Boule- 
vard, Inglewood, California 90304. (MC) 
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This journal published three times a year for the improvement 
of reading instruction at the high school and college levels con- 
tains original articles, reviews of articles, and an editorial 
section of brief statements of ideas and problems relevant to read- 
ing and language arts instruction. The spring 1968 issue presents 
a discussion of 10 ways teachers can help students increase their 
reading proficiency to enable them to use reading as a tool of 
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learning and at) a vehicle for enjoyment. A second article focuses on 
the significance of an adequate science vocabulary for more 
interpretation, comprehension, and faster reading of science-oriented 
articles. Short editorials concerning reading in the content areas 
and the combined use of the Keystone tachistoscope and a controlled 
reader are included. The journal is available for a year 

($2.00 for college students) from P.0. Box 125 > Oshkosh, Wisconsin 

54901. (NS) 
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The educational needs of disadvantaged children are defined 
in order to plan for their remediation. This syllabus is designed 
to make teachers aware of the developmental sequence of language 
arts skills and to present ways and means to remedy specific dis- 
abilities. A few general guidelines for revamping educational 
planning for disadvantaged children are offered. Problems of diag- 
nosis include the interdisciplinary investigation of physical de- 
terrents to learning, language disabilities, and the assessment 
of the total picture of their potential ability to learn. Informal 
inventories are frequently more helpful than the results on stand- 
ardized instruments. Setting up to a remedial program depends on 
relating the diagnostic findings to performance demands. Several 
approaches to reading are described in relation to the learning 
style of the disadvantaged. Programed materials and the linguis- 
tics approach can be used successfully with these pupils if the 
teacher is skilled. References are cited. This document is pub- 
lished by the Training Center for Teachers of Migrant and Disad- 
vantaged, Oregon College of Education, Monmouth, Oregon. iMC; 
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Controversy over "Patterning” As a Treatment for Brain Damage in 

Children. 
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logical Defects, ^Patterned Responses, ^Review (Reexamination), 
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ment, Minimally Brain Injured, Mobility, Neurologically Handicapped. 

Some reasons for the controversy surrounding the Institutes 
for the Achievement of Human Potential are explored. The methods 
used in the institutes are based on the hypothesis that poor neuro- 
logical organization results from the failure to pass through a 
certain sequence of developmental stages in mobility and language. 
Thus, patterns are imposed on the child as a corrective measure. 
Objections by professional individuals and groups center around 
the following which they feel characterize the institutes' methods: 
(l) a tendency to ignore the natural clinical course of some pa- 
tients with brain injury, (2) the assumption that other methods are 
symptomatic while the institutes' methods treat the brain itself, 

(3) the assumption that because the full potential of the brain is 
not known, a child not genetically defective may have above aver- 
age potential, (4) making parents therapists, (5) forcefully pre- 
venting self -motivated child activities, (6) assertions which may 
increase parental anxiety, (7) assumptions that improvements are 
due to specific factors, (8) the test instrument, and (9) statisti- 
cal defects. It was concluded that a major source of negative pro- 
fessional feeling was the publicity given to claims which were not 
scientifically documented. A bibliography is included. This arti- 
cle is a reprint from "The Journal of the American Medical Asso- 
ciation," Volume 202, Number 5, October 30, 1967. (BK) 



89. ED 019 193 RE 001 213 

The Uses and Abuses of Visual Training for Children with Perceptual- 
Motor Learning Problems. 

By- Carlson, Paul V. Greenspoon, Morton K. 

Los Angeles Child Achievement Center 

Pub Date 68 

Document not available from EDRS. 

Descriptors- ** Diagnostic Tests, ^Learning Difficulties, ^Optome- 
trists, ^Perceptual Motor Coordination, Clinical Diagnosis, Educa- 
tion Service Centers. 

The role of the optometrist in diagnosing and correcting per- 
ceptual-motor learning problems is discussed. One group of opto- 
metrists adheres to standard techniques, including the prescription 
of corrective lenses and the use of orthoptic techniques for the 
sake of clear, comfortable, and effective visual performance. 

Others employ diverse educational and sensory-motor-perceptual 
training for correction of educational problems in children. A 



multidisciplinary team for the diagnosis of multiple causes and 
symptoms is the basis of a third treatment program for learning 
disorders. This plan included psychology, education, pediatrics, 
and neurology. The optometrist integrates his findings with the 
total diagnosis. Diagnosis is approached from three classifica- 
tions • main causative variables , developmental approach areas and 
sequences, and specific sense modalities. The multidisciplinary 
approach synthesizes clinical services with scientific verifica- 
tion. This plan is recommended for effective remediation of learn- 
ing disorders. References are included. This document will be 
published in the "Journal of Optometry." (MC) 
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This issue of the Reading Aids Series presents a discussion 
of the potential for critical reading among young children and how 
it can be developed. It offers suggestions for the maximum develop- 
ment of thinking skills and attitudes of inquiry and evaluation. 

Some of the topics discussed are: (l) the development of percepts, 

concepts, and common meanings, (2) the need to verbalize and inter- 
pret, (3) individual differences, and (4) helping children organize 
their thoughts, draw conclusions, and make judgments. Parents and 
teachers are advised to encourage young children to be aware of 
their surroundings, to verbalize their interpretations of their 
surroundings, and to extend and process their concepts, ideas, and 
speech patterns. Adequate opportunities for creative oral and writ- 
ten expression, decision making, discovery, and creative experimen- 
tation should be provided. Several vignettes of young children’s 
efforts to verbalize are analyzed and commented on. Seven refer- 
ences on children’s thinking are cited. This publication is avail- 
able from the International Reading Association, Six Tyre Avenue, 
Newark, Delaware 19711. The price is $1.75 for members, $2.00 
for nonmembers. (NS) 



91. ED 020 867 R® 001 345 

Developing High School Reading Programs. 



332 




By- Dawson, Mildred A. 

International Reading Assn., Newark, Del. 

Document not available from EDRS. 

Descriptors- ^High Schools, ^ Program Development, ** Reading Programs, 
Curriculum, Developmental Reading, Program Guides, Remedial Reading 
Programs, Teaching Procedures, Teaching Techniques. 

Forty-four reprints concerning high school reading programs 
selected from "The Reading Teacher” and the "Journal of Reading” 
and the Proceedings of the International Reading Association are 
presented. The criteria for selection were consistency with accept- 
ed curricular and instructional principles, current appropriateness, 
duplication, and practicality. The volume divisions are: (l) The 

Nature of a Developmental Reading Program (5 articles), ( 2 ) Initiat- 
ing a High School Reading Program (7 articles), (3) The Organization 
of a Reading Program (7 articles), 14) The Reading Curriculum (7 
articles), (5) Procedures and Techniques (7 articles), (6) Correc- 
tive and Remedial Aspects (11 articles), and (7) A Selected Biblio- 
graphy of Supplementary Articles (14 citations). The major emphasis 
is on the developmental aspect of the secondary reading program, 
with attention to the teaching of study skills and reading in con- 
tent areas. This volume is available from the International Read- 
ing Association, Six Tyre Avenue, Newark, Delaware 19711. The price 
is $3.00 for members 1 and $3*50 for nonmembers. ( BS) 
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Four papers given at the reading symposium of the 1968 Ameri- 
can Educational Research Association present discussions of the 
Southwest Regional Laboratory (SWRL) Reading Program. The first 
paper describes objectives, classroom materials, and procedures. 
Objectives for sight-recognition, word-attack skills, and compre- 
hension skills are expressed in expected student behaviors. The 
materials consist of 150 lessons for a 30-week kindergarten instruc- 
tional period of 20-minutes daily, accompanied by phonics workbooks, 
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comprehension booklets, practice exercises, and 60 reading paper- 
backs. The teachers follow the lessons 4 days a week and have free 
choice of instruction 1 day a week. Factors affecting the success 
of the program such as public approval and pupil performance are 
discussed in a second paper. The materials and procedures used, 
the program's rationale, the amount of instruction and practice, 
and the type of practice used are considered. A third paper pre- 
sents a beginning reading program for Spanish-speaking children 
which contains 21 10-minute tape-recorded and programed lessons 
for teaching the objectives of the first 7 weeks of the SWRL Read- 
ing Program. The fourth paper describes use of the three-form 
criterion-referenced individual test developed to evaluate pupil 
performance as a criterion of the SWRL Reading Program's effective- 
ness. This document is available from SWRL, 11300 La Cienega Boul- 
evard, Inglewood, California 90304* (NS) 
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This annotated bibliography on bibliotherapy is composed of 
138 citations ranging in date from 1936 to 1967. It is designed 
to aid teachers and librarians in modifying the attitudes and be- 
havior of boys and girls. Its listings are arranged alphabetically 
according to author under the general divisions of books, periodi- 
cals, and unpublished materials. Entries pertaining to the reader, 
the reading material, and the response of the reader are included. 
Research reports are emphasized, and items relating to specific 
books and techniques for use in bibliotherapy are provided. This 
document is available from the International Reading Association, 
Six Tyre Avenue, Newark, Delaware 19711. The price is 50 cents 
for members, 75 cents for nonmembers. (BS) 
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This annotated bibliography covers the field of readability 
and reading. The selected works are organized into nine sections: 

(l) general references on readability, (2) measuring of readability, 
(3) readability and sentence structure, (4) readability and vocabu- 
lary^ (5) readability and literary style, (6) readability in sub- 
ject area materials, (7) readability in mass communication, (8) 
readability and literary materials, and (9) readability and languages. 
The emphasis is on publications from the 1962 to 1965 period, al- 
though bibliographies of earlier research are included. References 
on the typography of readability are not provided. This bibliogra- 
phy is available for 50 cents for members or 75 cents for nonmem- 
bers from the International Reading Association, Six Ttyre Avenue, 
Newark, Delaware 19711. (WL) 
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This annotated bibliography on individualized reading is com- 
posed of 62 citations ranging in date from 1952 to 1964* Major 
emphasis is placed on recent books and widely circulated periodi- 
cals which are easily accessible. Listings represent varied prac- 
tices and points of view. They include arguments for and against 
individualized reading, descriptions of widely divergent programs, 
book lists, helpful activities, research summaries, and experiment- 
al studies. Entries include books, journal articles, conference 
proceedings, and monographs and are arranged alphabetically accord- 
ing to author. This document is available for 50 cents to members, 
75 cents to nonmembers from the International Reading Association, 
Six Tyre Avenue, Newark, Delaware 19711. (BS) 
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Providing Clinical Services in Reading — An Annotated Bibliography. 
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grams, Remedial Reading. 

This annotated bibliography is composed of 55 citations rang- 
ing in date from 1932 to 1965* It is designed to aid those inter- 
ested in setting up a reading clinic and is divided into two sec- 
tions— the annotated reviews of the articles selected and a list 
of publications dealing primarily with a clinical approach to the 
diagnosis and treatment of reading problems. Entries include jour- 
nal articles, books, and monographs and are arranged alphabetically 
according to author with the two divisions. Articles which are 
reports of varied instructional approaches, specific case studies, 
or nonclinical material are not included. This bibliography is 
available for 50 cents to members, 75 cents to nonmembers from the 
International Reading Association, Six Tyre Avenue, Newark, Dela- 
ware 19711. (BS) 
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Classroom Organization for Reading Instruction — An Annotated Biblio- 
graphy. 

By- Spache, George D. 

International Reading Assn., Newark, Del. 

Report Number IRA-AB-6 Pub Date 65 

Document not available from EDRS. 
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This annotated bibliography on classroom organization for 
reading instruction is composed of 112 citations ranging in date 
from 1948 to 1964 . Its divisions include general sources, group 
dynamics, homogeneous versus heterogeneous, cross-class grouping, 
nongraded schools and the upgraded primary, programed instruction, 



team teaching and educational television, pupil teams, language 
experience approach, individualized reading, descriptive studies, 
and comparative studies. Listings include journal articles, books, 
and monographs and are arranged alphabetically according to author 
within each category. Short introductory remarks by the compiler 
are included before the divisions. This document is available from 
the International Reading Association, Six Tyre Avenue, Newark, 
Delaware 19711 for 50 cents for members. 75 cents for nonmembers. 
(BS) 
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Speed Reading — An Annotated Bibliography. 

By- Berger, Allen 
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Document not available from EDRS. 
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Approximately 125 references to speed reading appearing during 
the past 40 years are included in this annotated bibliography. 

They are grouped into the categories of tachistoscopic and control- 
led pacing, paperback scanning, retention of gains, flexibility, 
perception, processing information, sex differences, and measure- 
ment. More than 35 journals and other publications are represented. 
Comments concerning categories and other related bibliographies are 
included. This document may be ordered for 50 cents for members 
or 75 cents for nonmembers from the International Reading Associa- 
tion, Six Tyre Avenue, Newark, Delaware 19711. (BS) 
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To improve reading instruction in many schools, the amount, 
quality, and variety of reading materials and other aids to learning 



337 





must be increased. It is imperative that students have access to 
well equipped libraries, ’’The Harvard Report on Reading in the 
Elementary Schools” offers excellent guidance for the improvement 
of reading instruction and recommends that no one method of instruc- 
tion be followed. The report emphasizes the importance of word 
recognition and the necessity of understanding the whole meaning 
of passages and suggests a sequential approach to reading instruc- 
tion which includes flexible grouping. The individualized reading 
approach is considered an excellent supplement to the program. Co- 
ordination of reading with other means of learning and the develop- 
ment of critical reading skills in all subject areas are recommend- 
ed. Sixteen references are included. This citation award address 
was presented to the 1966 International Reading Association Confer- 
ence in Dallas and is available from IRA, Box 695 > Newark, Dela- 
ware 19711. (WL) 
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One of the International Reading Association’s Annotated Bib- 
liography Series is concerned with the application of linguistics 
to reading instruction and was prepared to serve a wide range of 
users. It contains about 100 citations of books, research reports, 
doctoral dissertations, and articles from periodicals, yearbooks, 
and conference proceedings. These are grouped under the following 
areas of current interest: (l) linguistics and language study, 

(2) reading comprehension, semantics, and meaning, (3) curriculum, 
( 4 ) dialects and related problems, ( 5 ) general application of lin- 
guistics to reading, (6) intonation, (7) materials with linguistics 
labels, (8) the nature of reading. (9) psycholinguistics, (10) pho- 
neme-grapheme correspondence, (ll) syntax and grammar, (12 ) the 
reading teacher and linguistics, and ( 13 ) word recognition. This 
bibliography may be ordered for 50 cents for members, 75 cents for 
nonmembers from the International Reading Association, Six Tyre 
Avenue, Newark, Delaware 19711. (NS) 
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This research study evaluated the effectiveness of three 
methods of first-grade reading instruction employing similar basal 
reader story content. The three methods were- -(a) the instruction- 
al procedures outlined in the teachers manual accompanying the Ginn 
Basic Reading Series, (b) a levels-designed program stressing 
early intensive letter readiness activities followed by experimen- 
tal procedures for teaching word recognition, phase reading, oral 
and silent reading skills, and (c) reading procedures similar to 
those specified in method b implemented and supplemented by a 
10-level writing program using basal reader vocabulary. Both 
methods b and c used the Ginn Reading Series for vocabulary and 
story content only. Certain general provisions for instruction 
were followed by teachers of groups b and c. These covered iden- 
tifying differences in ability level, individual rates of learning, 
remedial skills, encouraging initiative- thinking ability, and 
improving quantity and quality of pupil participation reading 
activities. Thirty-six teachers and 958 first-grade pupils from 
Sanger and Clovis, California, public schools were the total sample. 
Sanger pupils used method a and Clovis pupils used methods b and 
c. Following the 140-day experimental period, the reading abilities 
of all the children were measured and the results statistically 
analyzed. The superiority of a highly differentiated program 
of reading instruction over a developmentally oriented basal reader 
program is clearly apparent by statistically significant differences, 
favoring groups b and c on all criterion measurements. (GC) 
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Differences, Syracuse, 

This study evaluated the effects of a basal reader program, 
a modified linguistic approach, and a linguistic reader program 
as measured by the reading achievement of 469 children in 21 
classes at the end of first grade. Achievement comparisons were 
also made on the bases of (1) sex, (2) intelligence, and (3) 
relationships between reading readiness test scores at the beginn- 
ing of grade one and subsequent achievement at the end of the school 
year. Analysis of the pre- and post-test scores and information 
gained during the actual instructional sessions indicated that 
no one of the three approaches was more effective in teaching be- 
ginning reading. Examination of the various achievement measures, 
from all three treatment groups indicated that most of the children 
learned to read at acceptable levels. (JH) 
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This study was conducted to determine the relative effec- 
tiveness of the experience approach to the teaching of the lan- 
guage arts as compared with the traditional method. To accomplish 
this, four areas of language arts were separately measured--read- 
ing, writing, listening, and speaking. In addition, an index of 
development in reading interest was taken and pupil attitude to- 
ward reading determined. The experience approach used the language 
and thinking of individual children as the basis for skill develop- 
ment. With repeated opportunities for sharing ideas, illustrating 
stories, and writing stories with teacher help, children began 
to develop writing vocabularies and were able to write their own 
stories independently. The traditional method appeared more 
effective for developing the skill of deriving meaning from the 
written paragraph for males of all socio-economic levels and middle 








class females, for developing the listening ability of lower class 
females, and for developing speaking competence of both males and 
females in all three socio-economic levels. The experience approach 
did increase interest in reading in lower class males. This method 
also favorably affected males and females in writing as these 
subgroups excelled in the total number of words written. (JL) 
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The primary investigation concerned the effect of teacher 
characteristics, style, and interpretation of reading method on 
pupil reading achievement iscores both in January and June in the 
first-grade year. An analysis of variance design was used. Four- 
teen teachers completed a questionnaire designed to distinguish 
two basic kinds of beginning reading instruction emphasis--(l) 
"decoding" (oral reading and sound-symbol) or (2) "meaning" (si- 
lent reading and interpretation). Equal numbers of meaning and 
sound-symbol emphasis teachers were represented in the sample, 
as well as experienced and inexperienced teachers within each 
emphasis. Their activities were then studied in 12 classes for one 
school year, following the reading programs each had used previously. 
Principal data were collected from ratings of teacher character- 
istics and practices in the classroom and from batteries of read- 
iness and achievement tests given to pupils at the beginning and 
end of the school year, respectively. The study supported in a 
preliminary way (because of the limited sample and amount of analy- 
sis) the observation that teacher characteristics and the ways 
in which teachers implement a given method do make a difference 
in the reading achievement of their pupils. There was also some 
evidence that a thinking approach to learning, a sound-symbol 
emphasis within a basal reader approach, the use of the appro- 
priate difficulty level of lessons relate positively to reading 
achievement. (WN) 
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The relative effectiveness of the skills-centered approach 
and the language-experience approach to teaching reading to dis- 
advantaged urban children in the first grade was examined, and 
methods compared. Approximately 50 teachers and 1,150 students 
made up the project sample. Types of data gathered included pre- 
test and post-test scores of the pupils and instructional time 
logs, classroom observations, and preferred reading approaches 
from their teachers. Project results showed that the disadvantaged 
child can learn to read by the same methods that are used with 
middle and upper-class children. Among the four methods used, 
the basal reader method, employed with the skills-centered approach, 
appeared to be the ideal approach. The other methods were the 
basal reader method with phonovisual word recognition and two 
language-experience approaches with and without audio visual 
supplementation. Differences among the methods were sufficiently 
small as to be inconclusive. Continuation and replication studies 
were planned. (JH) 
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The search for quantitative measures in sentence structures 
that are significant indicators of chronological and mental matur- 
ity in school children was the purpose of this study. Comparisons 
were made of compositions written by students of superior IQ 
at the same grade levels. This part of the project had two ob- 
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jectives--(l) to see whether superior students near the beginning 
of their writing careers are already measurably ahead of the aver 
age students in syntactic maturity, and if so in what respects, 
and (2) to determine whether superior students near the end of 
their public school training are further ahead of 1 their average 
counterparts. Another comparative exercise was conducted between 
the syntactic written structures of superior and average twelfth- 
graders with those of skilled adults published in "Harpers" and 
"Atlantic" magazines. This second project task was conducted to 
determine whether twelfth graders (at least superior ones) have 
already attained syntactic maturity or whether, instead, skilled 
adult writer are ahead of them, and if so, in what respects. In 
general, the results of the study showed definite developmental 
tendencies occurring between grades 4 and 12 and carrying even 
farther in the work of skilled adults. Thus, the measures em- 
ployed were deemed sufficiently sensitive to detect mental, as 
well as chronological, maturity. The study was an extension of 
cooperative research project 1998, entitled "Differences in Gram- 
matical Structures Written at Three Grade Levels." (JH) 
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The effectiveness of three methods were compared for devel- 
oping reading readiness in Spanish-speaking first grade children. 
The methods used were (1) English language instruction with audio- 
lingual techniques, (2) Spanish language instruction with audio- 
lingual techniques, and (3) language instruction using the same 
materials as methods one and two, but without audiolingual tech- 
niques. Sample first grade classrooms were arbitrarily assigned 
to one of the three treatments (a total of 28 was used). The 
"Metropolitan Readiness Test", originally designed for measuring 
reading readiness for an English-speaking population, was used 
in this project to secure pre- and post-test criteria scores. 

This instrument, however, proved invalid for measuring the effects 
of intensive oral language instruction. In addition, no other 
usable instrument was found available for assessing levels of 
oral language development for the project population in either 






English or Spanish. This factor resulted in a higher mean on the 
final criterion scores for the children who had no audiolingual 
training. A large number of zero scores were attained on the 
pretesting exercises which clearly demonstrated, as well, the 
inappropriateness of the standardized test for the sample groups. 
Differences between the treatment groups on their post-test mean 
scores were not significant. It was determined that additional 
research clearly needed to be accomplished in the field. (JH) 
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This study was conducted to evaluate two approaches for 
training students with a previously acquired foreign language 
ability. The two approaches studied were monolingual and bilin- 
gual. The hypothesis of the monolingual approach suggests that 
it is more efficient to teach in the national language. The 
bilingual hypothesis suggests it is more efficient to teach students 
using a previously acquired language. These hypotheses were tested 
on an Indian population in the Chiapas mountains of southwestern 
Mexico. Opportunities are afforded to observe and study the mono- 
lingual approach in local federal and state schools which teach 
in Spanish and the national Indian institute schools which teach 
in tribal language Tzotzil and Tzeltal prior to teaching in Span- 
ish. Instructional materials, content, and tests validated for the 
groups studied were prepared, presented, and evaluated. It was 
found that students taught: with the bilingual approach scored sig- 
nificantly higher on the Spanish reading comprehension test. 
Furthermore the percentage of pupils designated as literate in 
Spanish by their teachers was significantly higher for the bilin- 
gual studied. The higher percentage of literacy and the higher 
levels of reading comprehension point to the efficiency of the 
bilingual approach. It was concluded that the findings support 
the theory that meaning is essential to reading comprehension. 

The findings were concluded to be specifically relevant for the 
groups studied with possible application for the bilingual approach 
in other language environments. Causal factors contributing to 
the study results are discussed with implications for further re- 
search. (WN) 
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An experiement was conducted to determine the effect of 
2-word associations in learning to read the second word of a 2-word 
chain. About 45 first- and second-grade students were chosen as 
subjects after pretesting to insure they were able to read the 
first (stimulus) word but not the second (response) word of each 
word pair used in the study. Eight stimulus and eight response 
words were used. Each trainee first received instruction in word 
association by responding orally with the response word after 
learning the stimulus word. Reading training followed this first 
procedure through word pair recall and word matching techniques. 

A word recognition test was then given on the eight response words. 
Two measures of learning were used--(l) number of correct reading 
responses, and (2) speed of recognition. Results from both measures 
showed conclusively that the strength of associations between words 
did influence the overall acquisition of correct reading responses. 
(JH) 
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The relative effectiveness of two approaches for teaching 
reading to first-grade children at high, average, and low ability 
score levels was investigated, and the variables that differen- 
tiated between high and low achievers under both approaches were 
compared. The two approaches were--(l) the Fries linguistic 
method, and (2) the Scott, Foresman basal reader method. Twelve 
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classes in each treatment, 4 within each treatment at each of the 
3 ability score levels, were involved in the study (a total of about 
670 pupils). A number of pretests were administered to all sub- 
jects, and after a 140-day instructional period, 7 criterion 
measures were used to test degrees of achievement including-- (1) 
the Philadelphia Reading Test (PRT) , (2) a linguistic reading 
test, (3) word meaning, (4) paragraph meaning, (5) vocabulary, 

(6) spelling, and (7) word study skills. When the two treatment 
groups were considered as a whole (that is, without breakdown of 
ability score levels or sexes), and when the evidence obtained 
from all the criterion variables were taken into account, no general 
statement could be made about the superiority of one approach over 
the other. There were, however, significant differences between 
treatments favoring the basal reader group for five of the seven 
criterion measures. Findings with respect to the effect of ability 
on test scores were not significant for either treatment* Follow- 
up studies are to be conducted as the children progress through 
the second and third grades. (JH) 
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This report was designed (1) to provide a more detailed and 
sophisticated knowledge about social differences in oral commun- 
ication and (2) to ascertain the accuracy with which subjects could 
identify the race and education of speakers whom they could not 
see. To determine reactions to pronunciations, the investigators 
devised an instrument composed of pronunciations by speakers of 
specific regional and ethnic backgrounds. This instrument was 
administered to some three hundred respondents, whites and Negroes 
in almost equal numbers, of various educat ional backgrounds. 

It was found that differences between lower-class white speech 
and middle-class to lower-class Negro speech are much more diffi- 
cult to detect than differences between the speech of white Chica- 
goans and Southern Negores. It is an intuitive reaction that 
suprasegmentals and paralanguage are more effective indicators 
of ethnic background than vocabulary, grammar, or pronunciation. 
(JL) 
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This study investigated the effectiveness of beginning the 
teaching of reading in kindergarten. The longitudinal effects 
as well as the initial results were examined. The progress of the 
children in the study was followed from the kindergarten through 
the fifth grade. The sample consisted of 4,000 kindergarten pupils 
randomly assigned by the school to comparable control and experi- 
mental groups. Instructions were similar , except for one major 
difference. The experimental group received planned, sequential 
instruction in beginning reading, while the control group had 
activities which developed reading readiness. The principal 
statistical technique was analysis of variance- covariance tech- 
nique. The primary variable considered was the time of beginning 
reading. Other variables were mental age, chronological age, 
sex, IQ, and family characteristics. These latter variables 
were also used as covariates. Comparisons were made on the criterion 
variable (reading achievement) between experimental and control 
groups and effects of other variables were studied in the same 
way. Analysis of variance allowed computation of the interaction 
between variables. In every case, attention was given to the 
interaction of the treatment variable (time of beginning reading) 
with the other variables in determining the effect of the criterion 
variable (reading achievement). Optimum reading achievement was 
obtained by boys and girls who received the experimental beginning 
reading instruction in kindergarten and who had an adjusted reading 
program in later grades. Such adjustment was necessary for the 
measurable advantages of early reading instruction to be preser- 
ved beyond the second grade. When the advantages of an early 
start in reading were followed up, statistically significant gains 
in reading achievement persisted throughout the entire study. (GC) 
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Selected aspects of compositions, written by intermediate 
grade children (fourth, fifth, and sixth grades), were studied 
to reveal growth gradients of written language by the following 
characteristics (1) sex, (2) chronological age, (3) grade level, 

(4) geographical location, and (5) residence area. The subjects 
were 14,400 children in four geographic regions of the United. States. 
Each region was represented by four metropolitan areas, further 
divided into rural, suburban, and urban residence classifications. 

The compositions submitted by the student sample were analyzed 
in terms of parts of speech, sentence type, sentence complexity, 
clauses, and phrases. Phrases were divided into five categories 
(noun, verb, adjectival, adverbial, and absolute). The incidence 
of use of sentence fragments and run-on sentences and the frequency 
of the use of right or left hand in writing were tabulated. Study 
results showed that residence classification, sex, incidence of 
right or left handedness, incidence of use of run-on sentences, 
and incidence of use of sentence fragments produced no significant 
correlations with any other variables. Thus, no important rela- 
tionships for those variables existed in this particular sample. 

Grade level and age, however, proved to be highly related to each 
other in analysis of the written compositions, producing a corre- 
lation of .824. (JH) 
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Potential benefits to be derived from planned purposeful 
reading instruction were studied. Twelve purposes were then 
selected for purposeful reading at the ninth-grade high school 
level. Students in the experimental group and control group 
were then selected on the basis of need for purposeful reading 
Instruction. Individuals in the control and experimental groups 
were matched on the basis of reading inventory scores and I.Q. 
Planned purposeful reading instruction was then given to the ex- 





perimental group and evaluated. The experimental evaluation was 
compared with an evaluation of control group instruction. Instuc- 
tion in both groups was observed by a reading research associate 
to ascertain procedures and methods used by teachers. Effective- 
ness of the instructional techniques used was compared. Analysis 
of covariance was used to adjust for differences in I.Q. or pur- 
poseful reading pretest scores. Experimental subjects did not 
read significantly better than the control group for the 12 study 
purposes selected. However, the results indicate that the per- 
centage of students scoring above one standard deviation was high- 
er in the experimental group. It was concluded that the materials 
developed for instruction and testing had been used successfully 
and that planned purposeful reading instruction was superior to 
incidental instruction. (WN) 
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The purpose of this study was to compare the following approaches 
to teaching first grade reading (1) a traditional basal reader, 

(2) basal reader plus intensive phonics instruction, and (3) the 
latter two methods plus sensory experiences. These three approaches 
were tried for 140 school days (1 year), using 28 first-grade 
classes. They were examined from the standpoints of pupil achieve- 
ment on the whole and achievement within certain groups of children. 
Among the groups considered were boys versus girls, Negroes versus 
whites, and repeaters versus nonrepeaters. Also considered were 
factors of general maturity and level of home environment. Read- 
iness tests, an intelligence test, achievement tests, and nontest 
data were used to obtain the project results. These results showed 
that no one of these three approaches was consistently superior 
to the other two in all areas of achievement considered. Certain 
test subscores, however, did indicate superiority of the sensory 
experiences approach. Where the differences were not significant, 
the difference was still in favor of this approach in all instances. 
The basal reader approach was second best for Negro subjects. 

For white subjects, there was no difference between the basal 
reader and phonics approaches. For reasons of uncontrolled vari- 
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ables, comparisons of total boys versus total girls could not be 
made. It was suggested that if the study were duplicated with 
different children and teachers, however, quite different results 
might be obtained. (JH) 
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The effectiveness of an interest-motivated method of instruc- 
tion in remedial English was evaluated. All students involved 
in the project were persons who had graduated from high schools 
in the lower 40 percent of their classes. They were admitted 
to college on a probationary basis. Eight groups of students 
were involved. Four groups were designated a6 experimental, and 
their class procedure followed the interest-motivated method of 
instruction. The remaining groups followed a traditional method. 

The courses ran concurrently and covered two 15-week semesters. 

The primary study materials employed in the four experimental groups 
were "Newsweek" magazine and selected newspapers. Students' 
pre- and post-experimental essays were judged on the elements of 
mechanics, organization, and intellectual content. Analyses 
of variance was run on the scores. The experimental method was 
no more effective in teaching than the traditional approach. It 
was concluded, also, that remedial English courses should be of 
no greater duration than one semester. Meaningful objective cri- 
teria were developed for scoring student essays. (JC) 
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An exploratory study on various aspects of functional illi- 
teracy, and an experimental instructional program were conducted 
in Macon County, Alabama, the sample selection consisted of approx- 
imately 650 Negro and 10 white illiterates from a southern commun- 
ity. Data were gathered through interviews, questionnaires, tests, 
and rating techniques. Data were analyzed on personal variables, 
educational background, educational aspirations, economic status, 
and community involvement and participation. Approximately 18 
pages reported conclusions and recommendations. Some of the more 
general findings were--(l) 96 percent of the subjects had completed 
only the eighth grade or less, (2) reasons for illiteracy were 
many and varied, and (3) two of the major problems were found to 
be the indifferent attitude of the state toward illiterate Negroes 
and Caucasians and a communication breakdown between the races. 

The teaching and testing experiments indicated enthusiastic par- 
ticipation by the subjects. The subject matter offered appeared 
to meet their needs. The recommendations suggested means to ame- 
liorate problems and provide opportunities for illiterate persons. 
<RS) 
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The major objective of this study was to test the null hy- 
pothesis that there would be no significant differences in the 
change in reading achievement level of several varied groups of 
pupils. The measure of reading achievement was the Metropolitan 
Readiness Test. The minimum acceptable confidence level was 
.05. Several conclusions were reached. First, when continuous 
progress program pupils who were taught by teachers who had for- 
mal training within the last 5 years were compared with pupils 
in the same program who were taught by teachers without formal 
training within the past 5 years, no significant differences appear 
ed. Secondly, under this situation, Head Start program pupils 
were able to compete equally with other first graders. (LP) 
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Scores from 16 variables were used to assess differences 
among 194 junior high school boys and girls of 4 Texas commu- 
nities who were among more than 1,500 puptis included in the 
"Texas Human Talent Project," Subjects were classified into 
"up," "down," or "stable" samples. Classification into the 
"up" sample of 19 boys and 27 girls required an increase of 2 
or more stanines in grade point average from the seventh to the 
ninth grade. Classification into the "down" sample of 28 boys 
and 20 girls required a decrease in GPA of 2 or more stanines. 

Each subject classified into the "stable" sample of 50 boys and 
50 girls obtained identical grade point averages at the seventh 
and ninth grades. Stanines for the grade point averages were 
obtained for the entire population of 1,500 pupils in the 4 commun- 
ities. Achievement test scores obtained from the California 
Achievement Tests in arithmetic, reading, and language yielded 
results indicating that all three samples made significant gains 
in grade placement from the seventh to the ninth grade (average 
grade placement gains for the "up," "down," and "stable" samples 
were 2.1, 1.9, and 2.5, respectively.) The "up" sample did not 
make gains in proportion to the marked increase in GPA for that 
sample, and the "down" sample gains for the achievement tests do 
not reflect the severe loss in GPA for the subjects of that sam- 
ple. The "stable" sample, with grade placement scores above 
those for the other two samples at the seventh grade, enjoyed the 
greatest gains in grade placement for the three tests. (LP) 
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The problem of this research was to investigate the relations 
that might exist between teacher knowledge of and practices in 
the development of reading comprehension* Preliminary to the 
development of specific research questions were a series of general 
questions grouped under these main categories-- (1) teacher know- 
ledge of comprehension theory, (2) teacher practices in compre- 
hension development, and (3) relations between teacher knowledge 
and practices. Five test instruments were involved in the study- - 
(1) reading comprehension theory test, (2) reading comprehe^^-* 
solicitation-response inventory, (3) congruence* iccn^-aerice 
mens ion, (4) sol ieitst ion-rcsonw®- • eion- 

* ”* .igr 'Ms consist'”'* wtfcond-, fourth-, 

and sixth-grade teachers random from 16 elementary 

schools in San * *3do, The study results are presented 

in terms of ev.., 'hens Ion theory, comprehension development, and 
the relations between knowledge and practice. Implications are 
made for preservice and inservice teacher education. (JC) 
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Effects of tonal memory of two kinds of factors were studied. 
The factors were (1) the characteristics of stimuli presented 
to the subject in a pitch identification task, and (2) those effec- 
ting the response that the subject makes in such a task. Five 
hypotheses were advanced for study. The underlying assumption was 
that there are important differences between the acquisition of 
long-term pitch memory and the acquisition of short-term pitch 
memory. Three experiments were conducted. The first experiment 
was concerned with tonal memory and identifying response, the 
second experiment with activity level and tonal memory, and the 
third experiment with the effects of variations in intensity 
level and feedback on pitch identification. Results indicated 
that (1) learning did not occur when the delay between the standard 
and variable tone was 10 seconds, (2) the 50- decibel standard 
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pitch was superior to the 50-decibel variable pitch, (3) auditory 
feedback is superior to visual feedback and delayed feedback In 
facilitating pitch Identification, and (4) it is advantageous 
to provide immediate auditory feedback to students identifying 
pitches. (HB) 
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The consistency of three measures of learning rate in mathe- 
matics and reading was studied over different units of study. 
Students of grades one through six (n«152) were assigned to a 
specific level in a content area based on subject mastery. The 
rate measures included the total number of mathematics and reading 
units mastered by a student, the number of days a student required 
to master a given unit, and an index of rate of learning. The 
results indicated that the rate of student learning, as measured, 
was specific to a given task, and not a general factor operating 
uniformly in all learning situations. Nonconsistent student- 
learning rate was found between the curriculum areas of mathematics 
and reading for those rate measures pertaining to specific units. 
Finally, the level of reading achievement was not related to the 
rate of learning measures for specific units. (RS) 
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An instrumental analysis was undertaken and a detailed descrip- 
tion prepared of the phonetic features of American English and the 
commonly taught modern foreign languages --German, Spanish, and 
French. The investigation covered 40 sect ions-- (1) 11 prosodic 
features, (2)13 vocalic featues, and (3) 16 consonant features. 

A three-way technique was used--(l) the spectr ographic analysis 
of utterances that were composed and recorded for special purposes, 
(2) the verification and refutation of specific hypotheses by means 
of spectographic synthesis upon which spectographic patterns 
of contrastive utterances were painted and transferred into sound 
by a speech synthesizer, and (3) the preparation and study of 
motion picture "x-rays" of the utterances to discover articula- 
tory features that correlate with the acoustic ones found by 
spectrographic analysis and synthesis. English and the foreign 
languages were compared using statistical analysis. (HB) 
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An attempt was made to establish certain base rates in language 
usage of children and to investigate their psychological significance. 
Specifically the study was aimed at discovering whether the find- 
ings of G. K. Zipf (1965) held for spoken language of children 
and whether age differences influenced the relationship of variety 
and frequency of word occurrences. Zipf stated that a relationship 
exists between high frequency, small variety, and shortness of 
words, a relationship presumably valid for language in general. 

In this study 12- and 16-year-old boys (n*15 for each age group) 
of average intelligence were given a tape recorder to obtain their 
verbal output. Forty thousand words of each of the groups were 
analyzed jwith the Starkweather Program on an IBM 7094 computer. 

The results were presented in terms of lists of words used, ratios 
of the number of different words spoken to the number of total 
words, and the ratio of variety to frequency of occurrence. (JC) 
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This investigation studied the relationship between reading 
achievement and moral realism in 7- to 12-year-old boys. Intra- 
group trends and intergroup differences in moral realism among 
retarded and successful readers were compared and evaluated. A 
horizontal analysis and a vertical analysis were performed in order 
to determine the presence of a certain developmental trend in moral 
thinking (structuring) in successful readers that may not be present 
in retarded readers. From the data obtained by interviews it was 
found that children who are retarded in reading achievement are 
also somewhat retarded in moral -conceptual development as measured 
in Piaget's terms. The study showed that there is evidence of 
a lag in moral realism in retarded readers when they are compared 
to successful reade s. (GD) 
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Translated Reading Tests As Culture-Fair Measures for Foreign 
Students. 

By- Kumbaraci, Turkan E. 

Columbia Univ. , New York 
Report Number CRP-S-177 
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Descriptors- *Culture Free Tests, ^Foreign Students, *Item Analysis, 
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Validity, College Entrance Examinations, College Students, Com- 
parative Analysis, Cultural Differences, New York, New York City, 
Turkey, Turkish. 

A comparison of an English language reading comprehension 
test with its Turkish translation and retranslation was conducted. 
The instruments consisted of two parallel forms of a reading test 
of college entrance level. They were translated into Turkish, and 
then retranslated into English. Supplementary measures were also 
employed. The sample consisted of 896 Turkish high school seniors 
and college students, and 1,324 American high school seniors and 
college students. Several suggestions were discussed for the 
perfection of the instruments used for screening foreign students 
and for cross-cultural item statistics. (RS) 
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Nonovert Reinforced Cloze Procedure. 

By- Bloomer, Richard H. and others 
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Descriptors- *Cloze Procedure, *Language Ability, ^Reading Com- 
prehension, Connecticut, Measurement Techniques, Reinforcement, 
Storrs, Testing Programs. 

The study measured the effects of training in a series of 
cloze procedure exercises upon reading comprehension. Students 
were instructed to fill in blank spaces in written text. This 
act of closure itself was considered to be a nonovert reinforce- 
ment. Students (1,411) in 49 classrooms participated in the study. 
A cross-sectional group was studied for 3 weeks, and a longitudi- 
nal group for 12 weeks. The students were from grades 5, 7, 9, and 
11. The authors concluded that reading comprehension was not 
improved but suggested other possible uses of the procedure. (JK) 
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By- Birch, Jack W. and others 
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The relationship between visual deficits and achievement 
was studied. Partially seeing children (424) from the fifth and 
sixth grades were administered five equivalent forms of a stan- 
dardized test containing school-like reading tasks. A Latin 
square design was used to spread the effects of teachers' skill 
in test administration, practice, levels of pupil motivation, 
and possible effects of type size change. Various data on the 
subjects were obtained from their teachers. A comprehensive 
achievement test was later printed in type sizes 12-, 15-, 18-, 
21- , and 24-point, and administered according to the preference 
of the subjects. This test was administered under both timed 
and untimed conditions. Data were collected on reading distance 
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employed and other variables. Statistical analysis revealed no 
relationship between the best type size and achievement or between 
the reading distance typically used and test scores. There was 
educational retardation of one grade level on a grade-to-grade 
comparison with nonhandicapped children. Other results, impli- 
cations, and conclusions concerning (1) special education practices, 
(2) teacher education, (3) vocational rehabilitation, and (4) 
research were included. (RS) 
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Report of the First Research Planning Conference Held under the 
Auspices of Project Literacy (Title Supplied)--Project Literacy 
Reports, No. 1. 

By- Levin, Harry and others 
Cornell Univ., Ithaca, N.Y. 
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Provided in this report are complete texts of the papers 
presented at the first research planning conference of "Project 
Literacy." The central theme of each paper is basic research and/ 
or curriculum development in areas of education relevant to the 
acquisition of reading skills. Titles of the 12 papers presented 
are (1) "Arousal --Implications for a Learning-to-Read Paradigm," 

(2) "Acquired Relevance of Cues in Reading--The Learning of 
Selective Observing Responses," (3) "Systematic Investigation 
of Certain Variables Basic to the Development of Effective 
Instructional Sequences in Reading," (4) "Reading As a Motor 
Skill--A Mediation Model," (5) "Stimulus Factors in Literacy-- 
Graphic Communication, Verbal and Nonverbal," (6) "Reading As 
a Perceptual Skill," (7) "Neurophysiology of Recognition and 
Intersensory Aspects of Reading," (8) "Eidetic Imagery in Children-- 
Summary of Research," (9) "Research Plans and Preliminary Results 
Relevant to Project Literacy," (10) "Comprehension with Use of 
Phonic Teaching Methods," (11) "Suggestions for Research on the 
Use of the Child's Knowledge of Spoken Language in the Teaching 
of Reading and Writing," and (12) "Eleven Hypotheses in Search 
of a (Cognitive) Method--Notes on Seminar Talk." (JH) 
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Cornell Univ., Ithaca, N. Y. 

Report Number CRP-F-034-2 
Report Number BR-5-0617-2 
Contract OEC-4-10-113 
EDRS Price MF-$0.50 HC-$3.00 

Descriptors- ^Cognitive Development, ^Language Development, 
♦Literacy, ^Reading, Ithaca, New York, Project Literacy. 

Provided in this report are complete texts of the papers 
presented at the second research planning conference of ’’Project 
Literacy." The central theme of each paper is basic research and/ 
or curriculum development in areas of education relevant to the 
acquisition of reading skills. Titles of the 10 papers presented 
are (1) "Spelling to Sound--Rules and a Model," (2) "Proposal 
for a Research Program in Written English and Its Relation to 
Spoken English," (3) "A Proposed Study of Negro and Puerto Rican 
Speech in New York City," (4) "A Proposal for the Study of the 
Grammar of Negro English in New York City," (5) "Communication 
Barriers to the Culturally Deprived," (6) "Prerequisites for 
Linguistic Studies on the Effects of Dialect Differences on Learn- 
ing to Read," (7) "Preliminary Outline of Pilot Studies on Relations 
of Comprehension and Speech in Preschool Children," (8) "Language 
Skills in the Context of the Child’s Cognitive Development," and 
(10) "The Validity of Pause As an Index of Units in Language." 

(JH) 
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By- Levin, Harry and others 
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Provided in this report are complete texts of the papers 
presented at the third research planning conference of "Project 
Literacy." The central theme of each paper is basic research and/ 
or curriculum development in areas of education relevant to the 
acquisition of reading skills. Titles of the 10 papers presented 
are (1) "The Child's Acquisition of Grammar," (2) "The Reading 
Readiness Nursery School," (3) "Some Observations of the Learning 
Environment of the Child Growing Up in the South End of Boston," 
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(4) "Research Plans for Studies of Cognitive Socialization," 

(5) "Perceptual Discrimination, Social Class, and Age--A Brief 
Description of Planned Research," (6) "Expansion Training and the 
Child’s Acquisition of Grammar," (7) "Mental Abilities of Children 
in Different Social Class and Cultural Groups," (8) "The Use of 
Linguistic Structures in Learning," (9) "Aural and Visual Learn- 
ing in Children," and (10) "Brief Statement of Research Ideas-- 
Motivational Content Analysis of Primers." (JH) 
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Report of the Fourth Research Planning Conference Held under the 
Auspices of Project Literacy in Princeton, New Jersey, December 
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By- Levin, Harry and others 
Cornell Univ. , Ithaca, N. Y. 
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Descriptors- ^Cognitive Development, *Language Development, 
★Literacy, *Reading, Ithaca, New York, Project Literacy. 

Provided in this report are complete texts of the papers 
presented at the fourth research planning conference of "Project 
Literacy." The central theme of each paper is basic research and/ 
or curriculum development in areas of education relevant to the 
acquisition of reading skills. Titles of the eight papers pre- 
sented are (1) "Responsive Environments," (2) "An Abstract of 
Proposed Research Directed toward Developing Self-Instructional 
Reading Programs," (3) "Empirical Development of a Beginning 
Reading Skill," (4) "Computer-Based Instruction in Initial Reading," 
(5) "Beginning Reading--An Eclectic Phonic Approach," (6) "A 
Framework for the Analysis of Early Reading Behavior," (7) "Effects 
of Compensatory Preschool Programs," and (8) "Proposal for Study 
of Various Aspects of Teaching Effectiveness with Children of 
Differing Characteristics." (JH) 
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Descriptors- *Cognitive Development, ^Language Development, 
♦Literacy, ♦Reading, Ithaca, New York, Project Literacy. 

Provided in this report are complete texts of several re- 
search papers related to the analysis of reading skills prepared 
for "Project Literacy." The central theme of each paper is basic 
research and/or curriculum development in areas of education 
relevant to the acquisition of reading skills. Titles of these 
papers are (1) "Experiments on Four Aspects of Reading Skill 
and Its Attainment," (2) "Studies for Various Aspects of Reading,"^ 

(3) "The Comparison of Mediated Perception with Direct Perception, n 

(4) "Notes on Scribbling in Young Children," (5) "Relationships 
between Written and Spoken English," and (6) "Toward a General 
Theory of Graphic Communications--!. The Component Perceptuo- 
motor Skills at Different Literacy Levels." (JH) 
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Provided in this report are complete texts of the papers 
presented at the fifth research planning conference of "Project 
Literacy." The central theme of each paper is basic research and/ 
or curriculum development in areas of education relevant to the 
acquisition of reading skills. Titles of the seven papers pre- 
sented are (1) "In Search of Central Nervous System (CNS) Corre- 
lates of Reading Skills and Disabilities," (2) "How to Read 
Without Listening," (3) "Personality and Cognitive Growth," 

(4) "A Preliminary Outline of Research on Perceptual Correlates 
of the Impulsivity-Reflectivity Dimension," (5) "Three Approaches 
to the Problem of Understanding Language Development," (6) "Pro- 
jected Activities," and (7) "Some Notes on Learning to Read and 
Learning to Speak." (JH) 
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Descriptors- ‘Cognitive Development, ‘Language Development, 
‘Literacy, *Reading, Ithaca, New York, Project Literacy. 

Provided in this report are complete texts of several research 
papers presented for "Project Literacy." The central theme of 
each paper is basic research and/or curriculum development in areas 
of education relevant to the acquisition of reading shills. 

Titles of these papers are (1) "Motivational Content Analys so 
Primers " (2) "Outline of Reseerch on the English of Negro and 
Puerto Rican Speakers in New York City," (3) "Verbal and Visual 
Elaboration in Paired Associate Learning," (4) "Eidetic Imagery 
in Children," (5) "Adult-Child Interaction in Preschool Years, 

(6) "The Child's Knowledge of English Pluralization Rules, i / 

"A Study of Selected Grapheme -Phoneme Correspondence Patterns, 

(8) "On the Interactions of Memory and Perception," (9) The 
Role of Pronounceability in Perception of Pseudo-Words by Hearing 
and Deaf Subjects," (10) "Perceptual 'Chunking and Storage in 
Reading Words," and (11) "Sentence Structure and the Eye-Voice 

Span." (JH) 
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ment, ^Reading Programs, ^Teaching Techniques, Basic Reading, 
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consin. 

The relationship of two patterns of instruction to various 
aspects of beginning reading instruction was studied. These aspects 
included (1) reading achievement, (2) school-related attitudes, 

(3) sociometric choices, (4) school-related anxiety, and ( ) 
teacher awareness. The 10 experimental and 10 control groups 
were pretested with the Metropolitan Readiness and Pintner-Cunn- 
ingham tests. The experimental treatment consisted of the use 
of the one-to-one procedure while the control group used the tra- 
ditional basal reading three-group procedure. Results of the study 



indicated that no significant differences existed between the two 
groups in reading achievement, pupil school -related anxiety, 
or teacher knowledge of pupil achievement. Significant differences 
favoring the experimental group were found on measures of pupil 
attitude toward reading and on the pattern of pupil friendship 
choices. (RS) 
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Descriptors- *Curriculum Guides, ^Disadvantaged Youth, *Dropout 
Prevention, ^Potential Dropouts, ^Student Development, Delinquency 
Prevention, Delinquency Study and Youth Development Project, 
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Power • 

A curriculum guide was prepared for a demonstration program 
(ED 010 332) with high school students who were considered poten- 
tial dropouts. Selection was on the bases of (1) intelligence, 

(2) reading achievement, (3) general achievement, (4) socioeconomic 
status, and (5) school ajustment. Major emphasis was on providing 
the students with a sense of pride and accomplishment. Curricu- 
lum elements included (1) individualized reading, (2) social 
understanding, (3) science, and (4) arithmetic. (RS) 
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A demonstration program was conducted with slow-learning, 
socially alienated students (potential dropouts). Full-time classes 
were established for grades 7 to 12, containing special learning 
units in language arts, social studies, arithmetic, science, in- 
dustrial arts, home economics, physical education, and work exper- 
ience. The curriculum content and methodology of the classes were 
reported in a companion volume (ED 010 331). The experimental 
(demonstration) group was selected from students judged to be 
most dropout-prone on the bases of (1) Intelligence, (2) reading 
achievement, (3) general achievement, (4) socioeconomic status, 
and (3) school adjustment. A matched control group was formed 
which received neither curricular adjustment, work experience, 
nor services of nonteaching personnel who worked with the demon- 
stration program. A statistical analysis of data obtained during 
a 3-year study indicated (1) the program was significantly success- 
ful in improving the holding power of school, (2) special reading 
and arithmetic programs produced significant gains in achievement , 
and (3) students in the work experience program did not significantly 
improve in their academic performance when compared with students 
in the control group. Additional study and revision of the curri- 
culum were recommended. (RS) 
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The relationship of the school and community to reading 
achievement was studied by application of "a balance theory of 
coordination." Interlocking surveys were conducted by administer- 
ing questionnaires and interviews to a sample of 4,402 people, 
consisting of children from 18 elementary schools, their parents, 
their neighbors, and sichool personnel and teachers. The areas 
under study included (1) the neighborhood and the family as pri- 
mary community groups, (2) school -community linkage mechanisms, 
aind (3) bureaucratic organizations (schools) and goal achievement. 

A summary of major points showed that primary groups, bureaucratic 
structures, and their linkages must be taken into account if one 
is to understand the way school -community contact might affect 
the children's academic performance. (RS) 
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A Study of Approaches to First-Grade English Rending Instruction 
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By- McCanne, Roy 
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Report Number CRP-2734 
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Comparisons were made among three approaches to developing 
English arts skills, particularly in reading, with first-grade 
children from Spanish-speaking homes. Participating children were 
randomly given one of three instructional treatments for English 
reading-- (1) basal reading, (2) second language reading, and (3) 
language-experience reading. It was hypothesized that there would 
be no difference in these approaches. Each treatment was exper- 
imentally administered for 140 school days. With reference to 
understanding spoken English and to mechanical writing skills, no 
significant differences were found among the three approaches. 

Basal reading was favored with reference to reading readiness skills, 
reading vocabulary, word recognition skills, attitude toward 
reading, and general reading achievement. Both basal and second 
language reading were favored with reference to oral vocabulary 
and reading comprehension. For the skill of writing fluently, both the 
second language and language-experience approaches were favored. 
Because of restrictions placed upon the study by teacher and pupil 
population variables, only tentative conclusions were formulated. 

(JH) 
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Individual differences which affect the ability to acquire 
word understanding were investigated. Groups of eight children 
were administered the "Word Context Test." Twelve different 
groups were formed by varying grade level (third versus sixth), 
sex, and socioeconomic status (white middle class, Negro lower 
status, and white lower status). Middle-class children showed 
a significantly higher level of verbal output than their low-status 
counterparts. This was consistent with the differences emphasis 
placed on verbalization by different social strata. In the ade- 
quacy of the solutions that were offered and the level of cogni- 
tive processes used, sixth graders performed at a consistently 
higher level than third graders. Contrary to hypothesis, there 
were no significant differences between groups from different 
social strata on any of the measures that were scored. There was 
a consistent sex difference in the use of word-sentence fusion 
as a signification process, with girls showing consistently more 
such responses than boys. (GC) 
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The relationship between ’’reading decisions" and each of 
the following variables was investigated--(l) reading achievement 
not related to intelligence, (2) independent measures of origin- 
ality and opinion formation, and (3) the personality characteris- 
tics of independence, individualism, and self-esteem. The term 
"reading decisions" was used to denote individual student recog- 
nitions of the possibility of divergent plot outcomes at the be- 
ginning and at the midpoint of a story. In this study, measured 
"recognitions of possibilities" were obtained from a sample of 
high-ability fifth-grade students before and during their reading 
of a short story. No significant relationships were found between 
the students' "reading decisions" and the variables of originality, 
opinion formation, or personality characteristics. Some signifi- 
cant interactions, however, were found between certain aspects of 
"reading decisions" and reading achievement corrected for IQ. 

This finding was replicated using a larger sample population. 

In a major byproduct of this study, the investigators were able 
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to relate several measures of self-concept to reading achievement 
relative to arithmetic. Those students with high reading achieve- 
ment scores (relative to reading achievement corrected for arith- 
metic) showed better social orientations and appeared to discrim- 
inate themselves as being both different and complex. Girls with 
high reading achievement scores were significantly higher in self- 
esteem than were boys with high reading achievement scores. (JH) 
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A program designed to better motivate average students in 
reading and writing was added to the curriculum of a junior high 
school. Based on saturation and diffusion of materials, the pro- 
gram utilized such materials as journals, newspapers, magazines, 
and theme writing in academic classrooms other than English. 

The outcome was greater motivation on the part of the student 
participants, and several implications were apparent. Conclusions 
were that the approach to literature be social rather than literary, 
that English teachers have wider latitude in the selection and 
creation of materials, and that language skills be taught through 
organic rather than mechanical means. (GD) 
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The effect of various antidelinquency school programs was 
studied using a sample of 1,634 youths, 17 years of age. Eighty 
percent of the sample were youths referred to juvenile court in 
1964-65, and 20 percent were without court records. Data about 
these youths were obtained from school records. Information from 
the 1960 census about neighborhood factors was added. The school 
and community factors most predictive of delinquency rate were 
(1) school reading level, (2) years of education of adult popula- 
tion, and (3) proportion of adult population with income above 
$2,000. Findings showed that success of a school was proportional 
to the types of families it served, almost regardless of such 
factors as school size, age of building, per pupil expenditure, 
overcrowding, or class size. In those areas where families were 
assimilating their children into modern organized society, includ- 
ing some perdominantly Negro neighborhoods, performance in school 
was good and juvenile crime was minimal. Schools palyed their 
most important part in delinquency prevention with their regular 
academic programs, as the best way to reduce delinquency was to 
reduce the number of students who failed to read adequately in 
elementary school. (RS) 



45. ED 010 514 

An Evaluation of the Inductive and Deductive Group Approaches 
to Teaching Selected Word Analysis Generalizations to Disabled 
Readers in Eighth and Ninth Grades. 

By- Burmeister, Lou E. 

Wisconsin Univ., Madison 

Report Number BR-5-0216-TR-12 Pub Date Nov 66 

Contract OEC-5-10-154 

EDRS Price MF-$0.25 HC $2.65 51p. 

Descriptors- ^Learning Processes, *Phonics, ^Pronunciation Instruc- 
tion, ^Structural Analysis, *Reading Instruction, Associative Learning, 
Cognitive Processes, Grade 8, Grade 9, Logical Thinking, Madison, 
Reading Research, Research and Development Centers, Teaching Tech- 
niques, Wisconsin, Word Recognition. 

The relative effectiveness of inductive and deductive approaches 
to the instruction of word analysis tasks was studied. A number 
of phonic and structural analysis generalizations, applied to the 
pronunciation of words above the primary level in difficulty, were 
presented to eighth- and ninth-graders of average mental ability 
but who were weak in word analysis. Results indicated that both 
experimental groups, inductive and deductive, differed on total 
mean scores from a control group. The experimental groups were 
superior in oral reading but not in silent reading. <GD) 
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A preliminary developmental program in beginning reading 
was established for Mexican-American children in an East Los 
Angeles school. The program was designed to develop oral language 
skills and to reinforce traditional cultural values in the Mexican- 
American community. Baseline data were obtained on both reading 
achievement and oral language development. In addition, indepen-' 
dent studies were undertaken of (1) the Spanish language profi- 
ciency of the children and (2) Spanish influence on the children's 
oral English. A continuing emphasis on parent participation, 
individualized instruction, self-instruction, and cultural aware- 
ness was recommended to assure the children's academic progress 
and to develop their senses of identity and self-esteem. (JH) 
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A special program of literature and accompanying activities 
was introduced into the curriculum of disadvantaged second-grade 
children to cause significant measurable improvement in the vo- 
cabulary and reading achievement of these children. Seven special- 
service elementary schools in New York City provided the research 
setting. At the beginning of the research, 580 second-grade 
children were administered the Free Association Vocabulary Test 
and the Metropolitan Reading Achievement Test, upper primary, 
grade 2. Experimental and control classes were set up on a random 
basis. For the experimental classes, teachers were asked to read 
a story every day of the school year from specially selected books. 
These stories were introduced in an order of increasing difficulty 
and were each accompanied by followup activities designed to en- 
hance comprehension. Stories read to the control classes were 
introduced only as an occasional treat and followed no specified 
pattern. Post-tests administered at the end of the academic year 
yielded suitable data from 285 pupils. Analyses of covariance 
led to the conclusion that oral language correlates with reading, 
and both can be significantly improved by regular exposure to stor- 
ies read aloud. One of the implications of the research was that 
teachers, especially teachers of the disadvantaged, must be familiar 
with children's literature suitable to the age and stage of devel- 
opment of the children they are teaching. (JH) 
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Specially adjusted English courses for underachieving students 
in grades 10 through 12 were specifically designed to emphasize 
reading skills. A 15-student sample was divided into one exper- 
imental and two control groups and was matched on IQ, reading 
achievement, and grammar. The data were gathered over a period 
of 1 academic year, and the following hypotheses were tested-- 
(1) emphasis on reading will be related to greater achievement 
in reading skills, (2) consequent reduction of grammar and essay 
writing for the sample group will not significantly impede achieve- 
ment in these areas when compared with the control groups, and 
(3) students taking a course adjusted to their needs will express 
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more positive attitudes toward learning than those students in 
unadjusted courses. After comparing the post- tests to the pre- 
tests, the author found that the experimental group made substantial 
gains in reading skills, and the two control groups also made 
gains but in smaller amounts. None of the groups made gains in 
comprehension. There was no significant difference among the 
three groups in both grammar and essay writing even though the 
experimental group received no instruction in this area. The ex- 
perimental group* s attitude toward learning was not improved, 
and in effect became hostile. The author suggested that, if some 
meaningful demonstration of the real progress made by the exper- 
imental group could be effected, the group would not feel singled 
out as "dumb" and would possibly evince a more positive attitude 
toward learning. The author concluded that such a specially de- 
signed English course which does not single out the underachiever 
as being different or unusual could be successfully implemented. 

(PM) 
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Four different reading programs were evaluated using 302 
second-grade pupils who had participated in the same programs 
in grade 1. In addition to the study conducted in the second 
grade, a pilot study was continued into grade 3, and a modified 
version of the grade 1 study ,waa,made again in grade 1. The four 
reading programs involved were--(l) a "whole-word," ability group- 
ing, eclectic, basal approach of Scott, Foresman, 1960 edition, 

(2) the preceding approach supplemented by a phonics workbook, 
"Phonics and Word Power," published in 1964 by American Education 
Publications, (3) the phonic, filmstrip, whole-class approach, 
published in 1963 by J. B. Lippincott Company, and (4) the 1964 
"Early to Read," ability grouping program of I.T.A. (Initial 
Teaching Alphabet) Publications, Inc., followed by the "Treasury 



of Literature Series," published in 1960 by Charles E. Merrill 
Books, Inc. In three of five Lippincott classes, two of five 
I. T. A. -Merrill classes, two of five "Phonics and Word Power" 
classes, and none of four Scott, Foresman classes, 50 percent 
or more pupils achieved at least one-half above their predicted 
levels. It thus appeared that the first three reading programs 
enabled pupils to achieve higher reading scores (as measured by 
the Stanford Achievement Tests). In terms of effectiveness with 
ability groups, the Scott, Foresman approach appeared to be par- 
ticularly effective with pupils of low IQ, the Lippincott program 
with those of average IQ, and both the Lippincott or I.T.A. 
programs with those of high IQ. All results of the study were 
viewed as tentative. (JH) 
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The relative effectiveness of three approaches to beginning 
reading was studied. The three approaches were (1) Pitman's 
Initial Teaching Alphabet approach ( ITAA) , (2) a modified language 
arts approach with traditional orthography (LAA) , and (3) a basic 
reader approach (BRA). Two interrelated problems were also treated 
in this study--(l) the effectiveness of the ITAA which was designed 
to provide a simple and more reliable alphabet for children and 
(2) the importance of focusing attention on children's own thoughts 
and ideas to develop self-confidence in reading. The study was 
conducted in 13 school districts in Michigan, with each district 
divided into three sections, each using one approach. The students 
were pretested and after 140 days of instruction were post-tested, 
and the treatments were compared. Interpretation of the test 
results showed that no one approach was consistently superior. 

There were, however, different levels of accomplishment among the 
three approaches- -(1) ITAA and LAA children developed larger reading 
vocabularies and more effective use of their potential of word 
analysis, (2) LAA children made more effective use of their in- 
telligence in paragraph comprehension, (3) ITAA children developed 
a broader range of skills for recognizing isolated words, and 
(4) LAA and BRA children were better spellers. The investigator 
concluded that, while a final, positive evaluat ion of ITAA could 
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not be drawn from this study, the emphasis on starting with thoughts 
and ideas of children did produce eager learners £n th,e M classroom. 
(PM) 
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Two new tests were developed in the Inter-American Test 
Series in parallel English and Spanish editions. A preschool test 
was added to the tests of general ability and a level 1 test 
added to the tests of reading. Also the Spanish editions of some 
earlier tests were revised and additional interpretative materials 
developed. The author believed that the norms of the tests already 
constructed should be strengthened by additional testing of 
reference groups. Related reports are ED 001 702 and ED 003 857. 
(TC) 
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An attempt is made to supply a systematic basis for the 
study of the English of Negro and Puerto Rican children and 
factual information so that teachers and text writers can 
design their efforts with these systems in mind. The two 
basic types of problems are (I) ignorance of standard English 
rules on the part of speakers of nonstandard English, and (2) 
ignorance of nonstandard English rules on the part of teachers 
and text writers. The author considers the first-priority pro- 
blem to be the ability to read and comprehend. He summarizes the 
phonological and grammatical features found generally in Negroes 1 
speech and the consequences of these problems for the teaching 
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of reading. The most serious difficulty results from the deviation 
of the underlying grammatical structure of nonstandard speech from 
that of standard English. (KL) 
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A linguistic model was developed for relating spelling to 
sound and to explore those facets of English orthography which 
might relate to the reading process. A detailed analysis of the 
basis of the orthography was made which included discussions of the 
grapheme -phoneme parallel, relational units, markers, and graphemic 
alternations. Revisions and extensions were made to formulate 
this ideal system for translating from spelling to sound, based 
on an original group of 20,000 words. Tentative implications 
pointed to the possibility of teaching various pronunciations 
not by the simple -sequence method where variant pronunciations 
are presented sequentially, but by offering all the different 
pronunciations at once, working with pairs of words which show 
the different pronunciations. It was felt that the potential 
generalization derived from this differentiation approach should 
effect better results than the simple-sequence method. (GD) 
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An experiment was designed to test the hypothesis that, with 
material of high meaningfulness, the semantic dimension of synonymity 
(battle-fight) will have greater impact on the learning process 
than the dimension of formal similarity (battle-bottle). The 
learning materials consisted of four lists of 12 pairs of two- 
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syllable words. They were presented to 120 subjects from Intro- 
ductory psychology courses who were unfamiliar with paired-asso- 
ciate verbal learning, and the effort of the pair relationships 
on learning was analyzed. The most important finding was the 
consistent facilitating effect of the formal relationship for 
both familiar and unfamiliar materials. Within the context of the 
classroom, the findings Indicated that certain learning materials 
might be learned more easily if a formal rather than a meaningful 
relationship is utilized. (GD) 
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The effectiveness of programed instructional materials for 
teaching basic reading skills to slow- learning, culturally-deprived, 
6 to 9 year-old children was evaluated. The materials studied 
had been evaluated previously with educable mentally retarded 
subjects, 10 to 16 years of age. The study was made to determine 
what modifications of these materials would be needed for use with 
the younger students. The 45 children were divided into one con- 
trol group taught by traditional classroom techniques and two 
experimental groups, one taught by machine and one taught using 
programed workbooks. Each group received the same list of words 
selected by the authors. At the end of the experiment, the children 
were tested for vocabulary improvement. The scores of each group 
were statistically compared with every other group. The results 
showed a statistically significant Improvement in vocabulary gain 
for the machine -taught group over the control group and for the 
workbook- taught group over the control group, but no significant 
difference was found between the machine -taught and the workbook- 
taught groups. The authors concluded that programed instructional 
materials tend to Increase reading skills and are feasible for use 
with the population sampled. (LB) 
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In a large-scale field test with functionally illiterate 
adults, this project evaluated four reading systems--learning 
to read and spell, reading in high gear, Mott Basic Language 
Skills Program, and systems for success. Testing was conducted 
in seven communities in New York, three in New Jersey, and five 
in California, providing a mixture of rural and urban residents 
and diverse ethnic groups. The participants in each state were 
welfare recipients, 18 years or over, not in school, and below 
the fifth-grade reading level. Each control group contained 125 
participants similar in literacy level and other respects to ex- 
perimental groups. The small size of control groups made results 
inconclusive. The variable was level of teacher preparation-- 
trained teachers (preferably experienced in adult education), 
college graduates, or high school graduates. Criteria for eval- 
uating reading systems were (1) short-term change in reading 
level, (2) ability to qualify for occupational training or avail- 
able job opportunities, (3) ability to meet adult responsibilities, 
(4) highly teachable systems, requiring least possible skill, 
plus capacity to withstand poor teaching, (5) flexibility in 
accommodating learners with varying literacy levels and educational 
backgrounds, (6) level of interest, (7) feasibility, and (8) 
contribution to the positive education and social experience of 
learners. Thirty-nine references were included. (LY) 
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This supplementary bibliography contains materials on various 
aspects of reading ability and reading instruction. Unannotated 
references are provided to 110 documents dating mainly from 1960 
to 1966. Research reports, journal articles, conference papers, 
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and unpublished manuscripts are listed. Subject areas included 
are (1) basal reading, (2) the initial teaching alphabet, (3) 
linguistics and reading, (4) programed reading, (5) reading read- 
iness and achievement, (6) causes and corrections for reading 
difficulties, (7) prediction of reading ability, (8) beginning 
reading, and (9) literacy training. (JH) 
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The bases of reading research and the fundamental processes 
of reading were presented. Following an overview of research 
in reading from about 1916 to the present, the author defined 
reading as a basic but complex skill, and examined some components 
which make up the skill. Identification of the process of reading 
was described in terms of the linguistic method of teaching reading 
which describes written language a9 a rendition, or a code, of 
spoken language. Various aspect of the decoding process used 
by children in acquiring reading skill were discussed. The author 
shows that the empirical design for most reading research of the 
past has been the comparison of two or more teaching methods, 
a design he believes to be contentious, costly, and uninformative. 
An alternative approach for developing and evaluating reading 
curriculums was suggested that included the following steps-- 
(1) an initial approximation to the curriculum, (2) informal 
observation and manipulation, (3) a revision, followed by more 
formal, category-directed observation, and (4) revision again 
with large-scale testing and intensive observation. The objectives 
and initial activities of project literacy were discussed. The 
program was described as an interdisciplinary approach to curri- 
culum development, combining classroom research with laboratory 
experimentation. This paper was published in "Elementary English," 
February 1966, (JH) 
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A new curriculum of coding games was developed for beginning 
readers. The curriculum's content emphasized teaching the child 
to decode letters into sounds that represent language. The purpose 
was to show the child the reasonableness of the relationship 
between writing and speech. The coding games began with an em- 
phasis on language and the various codes that can be used to stand 
for language. Pictures and picture-symbols were used to intro- 
duce written codes. The games were completed with an introduction 
to the use of alphabetic code (to supplement ability to communicate 
with simple written symbols). The curriculum was tried out in 
two kindergarten classes. The results achieved by use of this 
curriculum were evaluated by interviews with individual children. 
Although only one child knew a letter stands for a sound, the 
children understood that codes stand for language and could han- 
dle codes effectively. Followup recommendations, as well as an 
outline of the curriculum itself, were presented in the report. 

The curriculum was developed as part of "Project Literacy," a 
comprehensive research program in areas of education relevant 
to the acquisition of reading and writing skills. (JH) 
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Methods to be used for evaluating a new first-grade curri- 
culum in reading and writing were presented. The curriculum was 
developed as part of "Project Literacy," a comprehensive research 
program in areas of education relevant to the acquisition of lit- 
eracy skills. Interrelated topics of the curriculum included 
reading (books, magazines, and general written material) , basic 
sentence construction, coding games, audiovisual discrimination, 
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alphabet learning, correspondences, and handwriting. Forms and 
schedules were designed for use in reporting the observations and 
assessments that were to be made to gather data relevant to two 
problems--(l) the relevancy and effectiveness of the various curr- 
iculum topics for learning to read, and (2) the effectiveness 
of the particular procedures and materials employed for teaching 
the curriculum topics. The "observation" forms were described 
under three broad categories--those concerned with attention, 
those concerned with teacher-child interaction and child perfor- 
mance, and those concerned with a general description of the class 
room activities. The "assessment" forms were designed for eval- 
uation of classroom worksheets, brief classroom checks on indi- 
viduals, testing of groups, and testing of individuals. (JH) 
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This unit guide was designed for demonstrating to the pre- 
reader that writing is a code for speech and that letters are 
symbols for sounds made in speech. It was developed as a pre- 
reading unit under "Project Literacy," a basic research and 
curriculum development program in areas of education relevant 
to the acquisition of literacy skills. The lessons of the unit 
were developed in progressive sequences for allowing the child 
to form concepts of a variety of communication modes. It was 
anticipated that the participating child would develop understand- 
ings of (1) the arbitrary nature of written language, (2) the 
importance of sentence ordering to meaning, (3) the left-right 
orientation used in reading the English language, and (4) the 
necessity for correctly positioning letters. The unit was de- 
signed for use in the second semester of kindergarten or in the 
first semester of grade 1. (JH) 
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Recommendations are given for starting children on learning 
handwriting skills. From observations made of some 5-year-old 
children in Project Headstart, the author developed the described 
procedures "to get children writing legibly but not necessarily 
beautifully as soon as possible." Some of the subjects discussed 
were (1) best size of letters for children to make when starting 
to write, (2) teaching children not to start letters from the 
bottom of the writing space which causes some letters to be in- 
verted such as "m" for "w", (3) use of finger tracing of letters 
to help children learn better forms and rhythm in letter formation, 
(4) a 6-day sequence for teaching letter formation, (5) a method 
for evaluating handwriting progress, (6) techniques for identifying 
the left-or right-handed child, and (7) samples of lessons, games, 
and activities that could be used in the first week of handwriting 
instruction. This material was developed as part of "Project Lit- 
eracy," a basic research and curriculum-development program in 
areas of education relevant to the acquisition of literacy skills. 
(JH) 
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A sequential, instructional strategy was presented for de- 
coding letters into sound. The strategy was intended to comple- 
ment instructional programs in beginning reading. Letter-sound 
correspondences and concepts were provided for all letters of the 
alphabet as they might occur in varying positions to form English 
words. Of the vowels, only two values were explicitly presented, 
short and long. The program was prepared as part of "Project 
Literacy," a basic research and curriculum development effort 
in areas of education relevant to the acquisition of literacy skills. 
(JH) 
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vironment, Curriculum Enrichment, Handwriting Skills, Integrated ^ 

Curriculum, Ithaca, Listening Skills, Phonics, Project Literacy, 
Reading Readiness, Reading Skills. 

A conference was held to improve and expand a fused curri- 
culum in beginning reading. The curriculum had been developed and 
tentatively evaluated as part of "Project Literacy," a basic re- 
search and curriculum development program in areas of education 
relevant to the acquisition of literacy skills. The focus of the 
curriculum was on a total literate environment for developing not 
only the child's basic reading skills, but his handwiritng, phonics, 
and listening skills as well. The topics explored and developed 
in the conference were--(l) code mediums for relating written 
language to speech, (2) methods for determining and insuring reading 
readiness in preschool programs, (3) abilities needed by young 
children before beginning formal reading instruction, (4) learning 
letter and sound correspondences, (5) approach to and sequencing 
of handwriting instruction, (6) choosing and preparing reading 
materials, (7) classroom organization and ability grouping, (8) 
combining counting, sorting, and matching, size conceptualization, 
and other learnings with reading, (9) overall goals of reading 
instruction, and (10) the use of technical aids in the classroom. 

A related report is ED Oil 589. (JH) 
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Project Literacy, Summary of First Grade Study, 1965-1966. 

By- Robinson, Joanne A. 

Report Number BR- 5-0537 -11 Pub Date 66 
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EDRS Price MF-$0.50 HC-$6.25 123p. 

Descriptors- ★Basic Skills, ★Beginning Reading, ★Fused Curriculum, 
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Integrated Curriculum, Interdisciplinary Approach, Listening Skills, 
Phonics, Program Evaluation, Project Literacy, Reading Skills. 

An innovative, beginning- reading program was evaluated 
during a 1-year period of classroom research activity. The program 
had been developed as a part of "Project Literacy," a basic research 
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and curriculum development effort in areas of education relevant 
to the acquisition of literacy skills. The evaluation was conduc- 
ted in a first-grade classroom containing a heterogeneous group 
of 23 children. Children's own stories, teacher's sentences, trade 
books, textbooks, messages from one child to another, bulletin- 
board titles, worksheets, riddles, crossword puzzles, and stories 
composed by the "Project Literacy" staff were used to allow the 
child the full range of sampling necessary for reading in various 
situations. A letter phonics program was integrated with the 
reading instruction for the slower-moving readers. To create 
a literate environment, which was the program's first objective, 
such items as a message board, a tape recorder, and an electric 
typewriter were provided. No sharp demarcation was made among 
the activities of reading, listening, and writing. During each 
of the instructional periods, these activities were interspersed 
among subgroups of children. All of the participating children 
learned to read. Even the slower readers were reading comfortably 
at a first-grade level at the year's end, and most were reading 
above grade level. A second-year program with two first-grade 
classrooms was planned. A related report is ED Oil 588. (JH) 
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An Experimental Approach to the Teaching of Oral Language and 
Reading. 

By- Stemmier, Anne 

Report Number BR- 5-0249-1 Pub Date 66 
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Document not available from EDRS 

Descriptors- ^Instructional Innovation, *Models, *0ral Commu- 
nication, ^Reading Instruction, *Spanish Speaking, Austin, Reading 
Failure, Reading Improvement, Student Needs, Teacher Qualifications. 

The construction of an approach for systematically developing 
and interrelating oral language and reading behaviors was based 
on a research study of language development and reading wholly 
concerned with the educationally disadvantaged, Spanish-speaking 
child in Texas. The approach was developed from a study of a 
particular group of children having a high incidence of reading 
failure, and was offered as a method of identifying and organizing 
essential elements into a conceptual framework from which to 
develop a program for teaching beginning reading. It was stressed 
that in selecting any approach to the teaching of reading, including 
this approach which combines a self-concept program and a science 
program, the choice should be based on the needs of the target 
population and the qualifications of the teachers who will apply 
the approach. This paper was published in "Harvard Educational 
Review, " Winter , 1966. (GD) 
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Administering the POSR to Lower Class Children. 

By- Whitesides, Sheila 

Report Number BR-5-0249-20 Pub Date 29 Nov 65 

Report Number M-4 
Contract OEC-6-10-108 

EDRS Price MF-$0.25 HC-$0.35 5p. 

Descriptors- ^Language Handicaps, *Lower Class, ^Mexican Americans, 
^Student Teachers, ^Student Testing, ^Testing Problems, Austin, 
English, Socioeconomic Status, Spanish, Spanish Speaking. 

A questionnaire was used for obtaining a rating of junior- 
teachers from their pupils in .a grade school where the children were 
of Lat in-American descent and from a low socioeconomic status. The 
questionnaire that had been used before with middle-class children 
in two other schools consisted of 40 questions requiring "Yes" or 
"No" answers. The investigator found that the first- and second- 
grade children had not been tested before in any way. They could 
not understand directions. Instructions to circle the correct 
answers confused them, and they could not follow the questions when 
spoken in English. For the first two grades, questions had to be 
read first in English and then in Spanish. Some words and concepts 
used in the test appeared to be too advanced for the majority of 
the students tested in grades 1-6. The investigator concluded that 
(1) reading questions in both English and Spanish may help at all 
grade levels and (2) Spanish-speaking persons can elicit more 
cooperation from the pupils, and, perhaps, more honesty in the 
answers than an Anglo. (AL) 
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Developmental Sociolinguistics--Inner City Children. 

By- Entwisle, Doris R. 

Johns Hopkins Univ. , Baltimore, Md. 

Report Number BR-6-1610-1 Pub Date May 67 

Grant OEG-2-7 -061610-0207 

EDRS Price MF-$0.25 HC-$2.30 44p. 

Descriptors- ^Environmental Influences, ^Language Development, 
^Sociolinguistics, *Urban Slums, ^Verbal Development, Associative 
Learning, Baltimore, Culturally Disadvantaged, Intelligence Level, 
Interviews, Language Ability, Socioeconomic Status. 

The word associations of urban slum children, both Negro and 
white, were studied to determine what impact extreme socioeconomic 
status differences have on language development. This study of 
children from the lowest extreme of the socioeconomic scale was 
made as a followup to an earlier study of children representing 
various cultural and socioeconomic clusters. Data were gathered 
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from 541 children enrolled in public elementary schools in Baltimore 
City, Maryland because it had been observed previously that race-of- 
interviewer affected the children's responses, the entire design was 
replicated four times (Negro interviewer with white children, Negro 
interviewer with Negro children, white interviewer with white children, 
white interviewer with Negro children). No child was interviewed more 
than once. The principle measure of linguistic development was the 
number of word responses that matched previously determined paradigms, 
such as, the response to "go" is "run.” First-grade white slum 
children were found to be more advanced linguistically than suburban 
children of similar IQ. Further, even though Negro first-grade slum 
children are not as advanced as white slum children, they are 
probably as mature linguistically as white suburban children of the 
same intelligence level. The relative advancement of first-grade 
slum children disappears by third grade, and they lag behind suburban 
children at ages 8 and over. This suggests that the degree of 
urbanization may strongly affect verbal development. In analysis of 
the race-of- interviewer factor, it was found that more mature 
responses are made by children when they are responding to an inter- 
viewer of a different race than their own. (AL) 
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Subcultural Differences in Children's Language Development. 

By- Entwisle, Doris R. 

Johns Hopkins Univ., Baltimore, Md. 

Report Number BR- 6-1610-2 Pub Date May 67 

Grant OEG-2-7 -061610-0207 

EDRS Price MF-$0.25 HC-$1.55 29p. 

Descriptors- ^Environmental Influences, ^Language Development, 

*Rural Urban Differences, ^Sociolinguistics, *Verbal Development, 
Baltimore, Culturally Disadvantaged, Interviews, Language Ability, 
Linguistics, Racial Differences, Socioeconomic Status. 

Patterns of the linguistic development of children of different 
socioeconomic environments were determined by a study of word 
associations. The relation of residential area, social class, or 
subcultural group membership to linguistic development was the main 
concern of the study. Each membership group was further categorized 
according to IQ level, sex, and grade. Groups were compared by 
holding constant age and IQ. The word associations were obtained in 
response to a list of 96 stimulus words. Each child was interviewed 
alone, and was asked to respond with the first word thought of as 
the interviewer said a word aloud. Results of the study support the 
following conclusions-- (1) there are negligible differences between 
suburban children from upper middle class and blue collar neighbor- 
hoods, (2) rural Maryland children tend to develop more slowly than 
the suburban children, especially those whose IQ is average or below, 
(3) Amish children develop even more slowly than the rural Maryland 
children, and (4) white slum children are advanced compared to 
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suburban children at first grade, but retarded at third grade. 
Negro slum children are generally behind white slum children, but 
at first grade the Negro slum children are on a par with white 
suburban children. (AL) 
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An Exploratory Study of Non-English Speaking Homes and Academic 
Performance. 

By- Fennessey, James 

Johns Hopkins Univ. , Baltimore, Md. 

Report Number BR-6- 1610-3 Pub Date May 67 
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Cultural Background, Disadvantaged Groups, Educationally Disadvan- 
taged, Equality of Educational Opportunity, Language Handicaps, 

Non English Speaking. 

The language-related difficulties of Puerto Rican children 
in New York public schools were studied by a reanalysis of data 
previously collected in a U.S. Office of Education (USOE) survey. 
This Spanish-speaking ethnic group was studied to answer two 
questions-- (1) what is the relationship between language spoken 
in the home and other aspects of ethnic background, and (2) what 
differences are present at several different grade levels in 
vocabulary test scores of Puerto Rican children from contrasting, 
home-language backgrounds. Analysis of the data was made diffi- 
cult by the apparent presence of a substantial amount of response 
errors on some important interview questions. Tentative conclusions 
suggested by the analysis were (1) the language pattern is not 
very closely linked with other attributes of Puerto Rican ethnic 
background, (2) when some background variables that are 
confounded with the language pattern are taken into account, 
there is little difference between the average test scores of 
the children from Spanish-English homes and the English-only 
homes, except at grade 1. The author recommends further research 
to reexamine the conclusions of the USOE study used for this 
project and the conclusions of similar survey data collected from 
disadvantaged elementary school pupils. (AL) 
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mulus Behavior. 

This study was designed to test the validity of response 
latency as a behavioral index to reading. Children in grades 
2, 3, and 4 were shown a randomized list of 16 words consisting 
of eight real words and eight pseudowords. The time they took 
to give a verbal response to the word after its exposure was 
measured. The results showed that children are highly consistent 
in their behavior across trials and between the two types of 
words within trials. Younger children took longer to read real 
words than older children, latencies decreased over trials, and 
it took longer to read pseudowords than real words. While more 
errors were made in reading pseudowords rather than real words, 
younger children made more errors than did older ones. When fre- 
quency of errors was controlled, there were no differences in the 
latencies of real and nonsense words read incorrectly, but for 
correct responses, real words were read more quickly. These 
findings indicate the usefulness of response latency as a measure 
of reading. (GD) 
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Ithaca, Reading Ability, Reading Research, Stimulus Behavior. 

Verbal reaction times to word forms that differ in their 
pronounceabil ity were assessed for significance of correlation. 

Single pseudowords of varying pronounceabil ity were shown to 36 
third and fourth graders, and their reaction times for oral responses 
were measured. The responses were tape recorded, and the period 
of time from the exposure of the word to the onset of the final 
pronunciation was measured. Correlations were acquired between 
mean response latencies and rated pronounceabil ity per word by 
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grade level and word length. The correlations were all significant 
and clearly indicated that the harder a word was to pronounce, 
the longer was the interval from the exposure of the word to the 
verbal response. (GD) 
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Contingent Versus Non- Contingent Spelling Patterns. Studies 
of Oral Reading, III. Preliminary Draft. 

By- Levin, Harry Biemiller, Andrew J. 

Report Number BR-5-0617-7 Pub Date Jan 66 
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Descriptors- ^Language Skills, *Oral Reading, *Reactive Behavior, 
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The effects which certain correspondences between spelling 
and sound have on reading were assessed. The 54 subjects were 
drawn in equal numbers from grades 2, 3, and 4. To compare the 
response latencies and the errors made when reading three inter- 
mixed lists of 12 words each, the children were asked to read 
aloud each word as it was presented on the screen. The first list 
contained words beginning with "c," "g," or "k" in some of their 
less common pronunciations. The second list contained words 
beginning with the same letters, but in their more common pronun- 
ciations. The third list contained words differing from the first 
list only in having initial letters with invariant spelling-to- 
sound correspondences. The oral responses to each presented word 
were tape recorded, and the interval between presentation of the 
word on the screen and the subjects response constituted the ver- 
bal reaction time. Errors were analyzed from a transcript of the 
tape. Longer latencies and more errors were found in using the 
first list, but no differences between the other two lists were 
observed. Results were most clear-cut for fourth graders. Analysis 
of the errors showed that most of the errors made on the first 
list consisted of giving the more common pronunciation of the 
first letter. The author's interpretation of the results was 
that the children responded to the single pronunciation pattern 
they had learned, the common one, and had difficulty with patterns 
with which they had little experience. He concluded that the 
contrastive pronunciation forms should be presented simultaneously 
to the child. (AL) 
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The effects of semantic context on the verbal reaction times 
of children reading homographs were studied by a comparison of the 
effects of word or letter cues preceding the homographs to be 
read. The investigator devised two experimental wordlists contain 
ing homographs preceded by one-word, semantically similar non- 
homographs and two control lists containing the same homographs 
in isolation or preceded by a meaningless consonant. The cue- 
homograph combinations were projected on the screen one item 
at a time. The time lapse between the visual presentation of the 
item and the verbal response of the subject was measured, and 
the reaction times for each of the four lists were compared. 

The subjects reaction times for the experimental lists were sig- 
nificantly faster than for the control lists. The results indi- 
cated that the shorter verbal response times resulting from the 
preceding semantic cues did not result from a priming effect 
resulting from a preceding stimulus. The author concluded that 
a preceding stimulus must be meaningful, either grammatically 
or semantically, to facilitate the reading of words. (AL) 
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The concern of this study was the effect of sentences of varying 
structural complexity on primary grade children's oral reading, 
silent reading, and listening comprehension. The author prepared 
36 one-sentence "stories" which varied in structural complexity 
as assessed by the depth hypothesis of structural depth (Yngve, 

I960), sector analysis of structural depth (Allen, 1964), and 
traditional structural organization. One-half of the sentences 
represented different degrees of structural depth, and the other 
half, different types of structural organization. The structural 
organization sentences were ranked as complex, compound, and simple 
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83 defined by traditional grammar. All sentences were designed 
with the same interest and difficulty level and were approximately 
the same length. The subjects were 144 second-grade children, 
either screened by a vocabulary test or selected without the test. 
The sentence "stories” were experimentally rotated over the three 
tasks of oral reading, silent reading, and listening comprehen- 
sion. Comprehension of each sentence was measured by a picture- 
comprehension test and an evaluation of oral-reading scores. 

The hypothesis that sentences of greater structural depth would 
be more difficult for children to read was partially supported 
by the oral-reading error data, but not by the picture -comprehen- 
sion data. The hypothesis that sentences of more complex struc- 
tural organization would be more difficult to read was not suppor- 
ted by either measure. (JH) 
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This study was an experimental investigation of the effects 
of an enrichment program on a selected group of first graders. 

Its purpose was to determine whether children experiencing the 
experimental conditions showed greater growth in intelligence 
and achievement and greater use of functional language than a 
control group at the end of one school year. An additional objec- 
tive was the analysis of oral language with reference to struc- 
tural pattern, vocabulary, and fluency. The subjects were 141 
first graders in two Philadelphia schools, both of which were 
located in low socioeconomic areas. One-half of the children 
received a supplementary enrichment program and the remainder, 
at another school, served as a control. The independent variable 
was the multisensory compensatory education program to facilitate 
growth in concept development administered 2 hours weekly to the 
experimental group as a supplement t ) classroom instruction. 

The author concluded that the compensatory education treatment 
(1) did not produce greater growth in intelligence, word know- 
ledge skills, or word discrimination skills, (2) did not affect 
use of functional language, and (3) did not produce a significant 
difference in arithmetic skills. In addition, it was concluded 
that reading ability was significantly affected by mental ability, 
treatment, and the interaction of these two variables. (AL) 
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Adult Programs, College Programs, Elementary Grades, Gray Summaries, 
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This bibliography presents 1,913 citations and annotations 
on published research literature in reading taken from the Annual 
Summaries of Investigations in Reading compiled on a yearly basis 
by the Reading Research Center of the University of Chicago. 

The citations from th< Annual Summaries for 1950-1963 were trans- 
ferred to magnetic tape which was used to generate a special 
master for multllithlng the publication. Complete bibliographic 
data for the journal sources used to compile the listing are given. 
The entries are arranged alphabetically by author in yearly seg- 
ments. The bibliography covers the complete reading spectrum 
from preschool to college and adult years and presents research 
on all aspects of reading, Including physiology, psychology, 
sociology, and the teaching of reading. Complete information 
on the development of the bibliography is Included. (ES) 
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Research, ^Research Reviews (Publications), Adult Students, 
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Descriptive abstracts of especially useful documents related 
to reading research and published between 1957 and 1966 are pre- 
sented. Articles which reviewed research, analyzed topics in 
reading, or provided fairly extensive lists of references are 
included. The publication presents 259 entries arranged alpha- 
betically by year and contains an author index. The bibliography 
can be utilized to gain a general idea of the existing sources 
of research information related to reading. All items in the bib- 
liography have appeared in the published literature and can be 
located in libraries with good collections of journal literature 
in psychology and education. (RH) 
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Programs, College Programs, Elementary Grades, Kindergarten, 
Preschool Programs, Secondary Grades. 

This bibliography presents 849 citations and annotations 
on published resear ch literature on reading taken from the Annual 
Summaries of Investigations on Reading compiled on a yearly basis 
by the Reading Research Center of the University of Chicago. 

The citations from the Annual Summaries for 1964-66 were transferred 
to magnetic tape which was used to generate a special master for 
multilithing the publication. Complete bibliographic data for 
the journal sources used to compile the listing are given. The 
entries are arranged alphabetically by author in yearly segments. 

The bibliography covers the complete reading spectrum from pre- 
school to college and adult years and presents research on all 
aspects of reading, including physiology, psychology, sociology, 
and the teaching of reading. Complete information on the develop- 
ment of the bibliography is included. (ES) 
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This bibliography presents 2,857 citations and annotations 
on published research literature on reading taken from the Annual 
Summaries of Investigations on Reading compiled on a yearly basis 
by the Reading Research Center of the University of Chicago. 

The citations from the Annual Summaries for 1900-1949 were trans- 
ferred to magnetic tape which was used to generate a special 
master for multilithing the publication. Complete bibliographic 
data for the journal sources used to compile the listing are given. 
The entries are arranged alphabetically by author in yearly seg- 
ments. The bibliography covers the complete reading spectrum 
from preschool to college and adult years and presents research 
on all aspects of reading, including physiology, psychology, socio- 
logy, and the teaching of reading. Complete information on the 
development of the bibliography is included. (ES) 
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A listing of reading projects and reports related to educational 
programs for the disadvantaged is presented. The "Educator's 
Complete ERIC Handbook" was reviewed, and the items relating to 
reading and the disadvantaged were selected for inclusion. The 
bibliography lists 164 informative documents on reading and the 
disadvantaged and covers a variety of topics and problems inclu- 
ding general description, curriculum guides, materials, implemen- 
tation, assumptions, evaluation, and general discussions of issues. 
Each entry includes citation data, index terms, and a descriptive 
abstract of the contents of the document. The majority of the 
reports has emerged from the experience of 23 major school districts 
in the great cities program. All documents reported are available 
from National Cash Register, ERIC Document Reproduction Service, 

4936 Fairmont Avenue, Bethesda, Maryland 20014. Complete in- 
formation about microfiche and hard copy prices is included with 
each document along with the ED number necessary for ordering the 
document. (Author) 
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This bibliography presents the abstracts of 121 projects and 
reports related to educational programs for the disadvantaged which 
were selected from the "Educator's Complete ERIC Handbook." A 
variety of areas is covered including general descriptions, curri- 
culum guides, materials, implementation, assumptions, evaluation, 
and general discussions of issues. Each entry includes citation 
data, index terms, and a descriptive abstract of the document. 

The majority of the reports has emerged from the experience of 23 








major school districts in the great cities program. All docu- 
ments reported are available from National Cash Register, ERIC 
Document Reproduction Service, 4936 Fairmont Avenue, Bethesda, 
Maryland 20014. Complete information on microfiche and hard 
copy prices is included with each document along with the ED 
number necessary for ordering the document. (Author) 
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Appendix A 



How to Order Microfiche and Hard Copy Reproductions of 
Documents from the ERIC Document Reproduction Service 



Documents are available from: 

ERIC Document Reproduction Service 

The National Cash Register Company 

4936 Fairmont Avenue 

Bethesda, Maryland 20014 

This Information must be furnished to order documents: 

1. The accession number (ED number) of the desired 
document . 

2. The type of reproduction desired- -microfiche or 
hard copy. 

3. The number of copies being ordered. 

4. The method of payment --cash with order, deposit 
account , charge . 

a. Add a special handling charge of 50$ to all 
orders . 

b. Add applicable state sales taxes or submit 
tax exemption certificates. 

c. Add a 25% service charge on all orders from 
outside the United States, its territories 
and possessions. 

d. Payment must accompany orders totaling less 
than $5.00. Do not send stamps. 

e. $20.00 prepaid EDRS coupons are available 
upon request from EDRS. 

EDRS will provide information on charges and deposit 
accounts upon request. 
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